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News of the Diocese of Baker 

St. Joseph Celebrates  
First Holy Communion 

 May 5th was a beautiful day at St. Joseph in 
Prineville! There was a wonderful breakfast, put on by  
the Knights of Columbus, followed by the Mass at   
Noon when 19 youths received Jesus for the first time in 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. Family and friends 
joined them at Mass to help them celebrate this 
momentous day. The Mass was celebrated by Father 
Joseph Kunneleya.                       Submitted by Barbara Dalton 

 

 DIOCESE OF BAKER       
ANNUAL  

CATECHETICAL 
SYMPOSIUM 

 
Aug. 23-25, 2019,  at the  

Diocese of Baker Retreat Center 
 

This year’s symposium will  
focus on helping families  

bring Faith into the home, and 
classroom strategies and skills.   

   
DRE’s, Youth Ministers, and 

Catechists, come join us for these 
days of growth and community. 

 

Registration form may be found at 
https://www.dioceseofbaker.org/
evangelization-catechesis-home-1 

https://www.dioceseofbaker.org/evangelization-catechesis-home-1
https://www.dioceseofbaker.org/evangelization-catechesis-home-1


Keeping watch in the little hours 
By Elizabeth Kelly 

 
  When the good folks who organize perpetual 
adoration are trying to recruit adorers – a formidable and 
honorable task to be sure, one I certainly couldn’t do – this 
is the verse they often use on the flyer: “Can you not stay 
awake with me one hour?” And this, of course, recalls the 
Lord’s words to his sleepy disciples who kept nodding off 
while he was in prayerful agony anticipating his passion.  
 An extraordinary moment is captured in that verse, 
and I understand why they choose it. It is a remarkable 
accounting of the Lord’s deep desire for our friendship, our 
company. It also recalls the natural entreaty of a man in 
need of support and the failure of human weakness. What 
it does not immediately recall is joy.    
 In recent years, in addition to my usual holy hour 
commitments, I’ve started serving as a substitute adorer. 
Once every few months I am asked to take one of the 
“ironman hours” – those brutal hours between 2 am and 5 
am, in many ways the hidden life blood of perpetual 
adoration. 
 When I was young and healthier, keeping a holy hour 
in the middle of the night was a common habit, and 
frankly, fairly easy for me. With more than half my life 
behind me and a slightly less healthy body, a holy hour in 
the middle of the night, though I cherish this intimate time 
with Jesus, has taken on a new timbre of sacrifice, but far 
more importantly, joy.  
 It is unfailingly moving to enter the chapel at 2 or 3 or 
4 in the morning and find there an adorer, often on their 
knees, deep in prayer, keeping close company with the King 
of Kings. This being their regular habit, not something out 
of their ordinary routine. I marvel at their faithfulness with 
deep gratitude. We make our quiet exchange as I take the 
watch, and after a moment, their footsteps disappear into 
the darkness and I am left alone with Jesus where the 
sweetest silence descends and envelopes me like a warm 
blanket. This is the Jesus who knows my name and is so 
delighted that I have come. 
 There is a unique quiet that visits the adoration chapel 
in the middle of the night, a stillness that cannot be 
recaptured easily in the daytime. In these, the little hours of 
the morning, I am more and more convinced that it is not 
only the hour of agony that the Lord wishes to share with 

us in this devotion – though sometimes it is that hour, too 
– but perhaps even more so, Jesus invites us to know him in 
those early hours of perfect joy, those shepherd hours, 
when those simple and faithful men of good will kept 
watch; those who, while quietly and humbly fulfilling their 
normal duty, also lived in anticipation of Emmanuel. It was 
in their normal routine that the sky erupted in music and 
glory and a mystery they could barely comprehend.  
 These nameless few would race to that hidden cave 
and find the word made flesh in the unspoiled innocence 
of a holy infant – a Messiah who knew them by name and 
was so happy they had come. 
 This hidden Jesus, this innocent child-Savior, this font 
of all joy, this answer to all anxiety, this conqueror of every 
fear and tribulation, this Prince of Peace, Holy One, 
Comforter: he is there too desiring your friendship.  
 
 Elizabeth Kelly is an award-winning speaker and the author 
of six books, including including Jesus Approaches: What 
Contemporary Women Can Learn about Healing, Freedom and 
Joy from the Women of the New Testament. She is trained as a 
spiritual director in the Ignatian exercises and leads retreats with    
a particular focus on helping women to flourish in their faith. She 
teaches in Catholic Studies at the University of St. Thomas (MN). 
Her website is: www.LizK.org. 
 

This article can be found on Catholic News Agency CNA. 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/ 

 
 

Mantenerse vigilante en las pequeñas horas 
Por Elizabeth Kelly 

   
 Cuando la buena gente que organiza la adoración 
perpetua está tratando de reclutar adoradores, en verdad 
una tarea formidable y honorable, una que ciertamente yo 
no podría hacer, este es el versículo que usan a menudo en 
el folleto: “¿No puedes quedarte despierto conmigo una 
hora?”. Y esto, por supuesto, recuerda las palabras del  
Señor a sus discípulos adormecidos que se quedaron 
dormidos mientras se encontraba en agonía orante 
anticipando su pasión. 
  Un momento extraordinario es capturado en ese 
versículo, Y entiendo por qué lo eligen. Es una cuenta 
notable del profundo deseo del Señor por nuestra amistad, 
nuestra compañía. También recuerda la súplica natural de 
un hombre que necesita apoyo y el fracaso de la debilidad 
humana. Lo que no recuerda de inmediato es la alegría. 
  En años recientes, además de mis compromisos 
habituales en la hora santa, he comenzado a servir como un 
adorador sustituto. Una vez en algunos meses me piden 
que tome una de las “horas de hombre de hierro”, esas 
horas brutales entre las 2am y las 5am, en muchos aspectos 
la sangre vital oculta de la adoración perpetua. 
  Cuando estaba más joven y más saludable, mantener 



una hora santa en medio de la noche era un hábito 
común, y francamente, bastante fácil para mí. Con más de 
la mitad de mi vida detrás de mí y un cuerpo un poco 
menos sano, una hora santa en medio de la noche, 
aunque aprecio este tiempo íntimo con Jesús, ha 
adquirido un nuevo timbre de sacrificio, pero mucho más 
importante, la alegría. 
  Es infaliblemente conmovedor entrar a la capilla a las 
2 o 3 o 4 de la mañana y encontrar allí un adorador, a 
menudo de rodillas, en una oración profunda, en estrecha 
relación con el Rey de Reyes. Este es su hábito regular, no 
simplemente fuera de su rutina común. Me maravillo de 
su fidelidad con profunda gratitud. Hacemos nuestro 
intercambio silencioso mientras tomo el reloj, y después 
de un momento, sus pasos desaparecen en la oscuridad y 
me quedo solo con Jesús, donde el silencio más dulce 
desciende y me envuelve como una cálida manta. Este es 
el Jesús que sabe mi nombre y está tan encantado de que 
haya venido. 
  Hay un silencio único que visita la capilla de 
adoración en medio de la noche, una quietud que no 
puede capturarse fácilmente durante el día. En estas, las 
pequeñas horas de la mañana, estoy más y más 
convencida que no solo es la hora de agonía en la que el 
Señor desea compartir con nosotros en esta devoción – 
aunque a veces es esa hora, pero quizás aún más, Jesús  
nos invita a conocerlo en esas tempranas horas de perfecta 
alegría, esas horas de los pastores, cuando aquellos 
hombres sencillos y fieles de buena voluntad vigilaban; 
aquellos que, aunque callados y humildes cumplían con 
su deber normal, también vivían en anticipación del 
Emanuel. Fue en su rutina normal que el cielo estalló    
en música, gloria y un misterio que apenas podían 
comprender. 
  Estos pocos sin nombre correrían hacia esa cueva 
oculta y encontrarían la palabra hecha carne en la 
inocencia de un niño santo: un Mesías que los conocía 
por su nombre y estaba tan feliz de haber venido. 
  El Jesús escondido, ese inocente niño Salvador, esa 
fuente de toda alegría, esa respuesta a toda ansiedad, este 
conquistador de todo miedo y tribulación, ese Príncipe de 
Paz, el Santo, Consolador: él está allí también deseando   
su amistad. 
 
  Elizabeth Kelly es una oradora galardonada y autora de 
seis libros, incluidos los Enfoques de Jesús: Lo que las Mujeres 
Contemporáneas Pueden Aprender Sobre la Curación, 
la :ibertad y la Alegría de las Mujeres del Nuevo Testamento. 
Ella está entrenada como directora espiritual en los ejercicios 
Ignacianos y dirige retiros con un enfoque particular en ayudar a 
las mujeres a prosperar en su fe. Ella enseña en Estudios 
Católicos en la Universidad de St. Thomas (MN). Su sitio web 
es: www.LizK.org. 

 
Este artículo se puede encontrar en la Agencia Católica de 

Noticias CAN  https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/ 

BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE 
  

July 14 8:00 AM Spanish Mass, Hood River 
            10:00 AM Mass, Hood River 
July 14-18 Presenter, Our Lady of Peace Institute in   
 Catholic Teaching Retreat, Beaverton, OR 
July 20 5:00 PM Mass, Pendleton, Fr. Kumar Jubilee  
 Celebration Mass and 6:00 PM Potluck 
July 21 10:00 AM Mass, and 11:30 AM Parish Talk 
July 27 3:00 PM Confessions and 5:00 PM Mass, Bend 
               7:00 PM Dinner, Knights of Columbus  
 State Officers 
July 28 9:00 AM Mass and 12:00 PM Spanish Mass 
 with Acolyte Installations, Prineville  

$410,809 

$635,000 

65% 

$ Goal 

 

 
1,616 

# of Donors 

3,000 

54% 

2019 BISHOP ANNUAL APPEAL 

Living Our Faith ~ Viviendo Nuestra Fe 
 

7 week update 
June 27th 

Thanks! 

< 5/31 

< 5/31 

Priestly Ordination Anniversaries    
       Congratulations to the following as they celebrate 
their ordination anniversaries in July. 
      

        Reverend Dennis Homes, Retired    July 01, 1972 
        Reverend Camillus Fernando, Vale  July 12, 1980 
        Reverend Christie Tissera, John Day July 22, 1989 
        Reverend Francis Obijekwu, Merrill July 22, 2006 

 

    

We are most grateful for the years of service of all our  
priests and bishop. Please keep them in your daily prayers. 

Congratulations! 
  

REVEREND STEVE GARZA 
ORDAINED JUNE 27, 2019 

 
Father Garza’s Ordination Mass will be covered  

in the next issue of the Diocesan Chronicle 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/


 
Father Ray Kelly 

performing to benefit  
Save A Stray 

 
   
 

 Father Ray is a parish priest at St. Brigid Catholic 
Church in Old Castle, Ireland, who loves to sing. In 
2014, Fr. Ray had been a priest for 25 years when he   
was officiating at a wedding. He surprised the couple by 
singing a personalized version of Leonard Cohen’s iconic 
song Hallelujah,” rewritten by 10-year-old bridesmaid 
Lucy Pitts O’Connor. When the video of the moment 
was posted on YouTube, it immediately went viral, and 
his phone started ringing. Overnight he became a star 
and today the video has reached over 63 million views. 
 That same year, Fr. Ray signed a contract to record 
an album, Where I Belong, with Universal Music in 
Ireland, and in 2015, he recorded another album, An 
Irish Christmas Blessing. Since then, Fr. Ray has made 
numerous TV appearances, including Britain’s Got Talent, 
where he received a standing ovation, and performed all 
over the world.  
 He knows his path to fame has been unusual. He 
has said he feels almost guilty, as success as a musician is 
something he  never sought. He had some voice training 
in his younger days, and during his seminary days, he was 
part of Rafiki, a boy band that performed locally, singing 
a variety of songs, including Broadway hits. Otherwise, 
singing at Masses and the weddings of family and friends 
was the extent of his musical ambition. 
 The concert, which is a benefit event for Harney 
County Save A Stray, will be held September 26 at the 
Central Hotel in Burns and will also feature the local 
band Generations as the opening act. The concert in 
Burns is part of Fr. Ray’s 2019 tour.  
 Save A Stray is the local, all-volunteer animal rescue 
in Harney County. The organization has been rescuing 
the community’s stray, owner-released, abandoned, and 
abused animals for more than 10 years. Most of the 
animals are transported to the Redmond, Madras, and 
Portland areas where they are spayed or neutered, micro-
chipped, brought up-to-date on vaccines, and then put up 
for adoption. They also conduct monthly low-cost spay 
and neuter clinics for locally-owned pets, thanks to the 
help and support of Sage Country Veterinary Service. All 
proceeds that are donated to the rescue efforts go directly 
to the animals’ care and getting them to new homes. 
 Tickets for the concert are available at the Harney 
County Chamber of Commerce, Broadway Deli, and 
online at eventbright.com. You may also purchase tickets 
from Angie Tiller at angtiller@yahoo.com or (541) 589-
2289, a parishioner of Holy Family Catholic Church in 
Burns. The cost of a ticket is $20 donation to Save A 
Stray, and only 200 tickets will be available.  

Our Lady of Angels Catholic Daughters 
 Our Lady of Angels Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas, Court #1692 had a very busy and productive 
spring! Six members of the local court traveled to 
Klamath Falls in April for the 48th Biennial Oregon 
State Convention where the court was pleased to receive 
both statewide awards for increases in membership.   

  
Pictured left to 
right: Pat Moncrief, 
Sharon Buchanan, 
Glenda Phillips, 
Teddy Reynozo, 
Sarah Thompson 
and Kristi Smalley; 
Court Regent.) 

 On June 16th we were honored 
to provide a retirement reception for 
Doris Pitzer who had played organ in 
our parish for 65 years. The delicious 
cake was created by CDA member 
Kathy Moore. 

 Like many CDA courts in our Diocese, we strive to 
support our local parish by following the CDA motto 
of “Unity and Charity.” Any woman, age 18 years or 
older, who is interested in joining the Catholic 
Daughters can contact their local parish CDA Court. If 
there is not a court in your parish, please contact State 
CDA Regent Tess Cersovski at: tnt90cda@gmail.com. 

    submitted by Kristi Smalley, Regent 

 On May 18, the court 
hosted a Wine Event to fund 
the two Marilyn Harris 
Memorial CDA Scholarships. 
The event was also the “swan 
song” for CDA member, 
Donna Bellinger, who was very 
instrumental in the success of 
the Wine Event and is now 
living on the east coast. Donna 
is pictured receiving a hand-
crafted picture of The Virgin Mary in quilling. Also 
pictured is Sandi Rizk, event co-chair and pastor, Daniel 
Maxwell. The two scholarship recipients: Allison 
Galdamas (left) and Anna Klein (right), were announced 

at the Baccalaureate Mass 
on May 26th.  
    Each will receive a $750 
scholarship in the fall.  

mailto:angietiller@yahoo.com
mailto:tnt90cda@gmail.com

