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St. Joseph’s
Vocation

 
 

The Gospel we just heard gives this 4th Sunday
of Easter its name: Good Shepherd Sunday. And
Good Shepherd Sunday always does double
duty as World Day of Prayer for Vocations. To
these two layers of meaning Pope Francis added
yet another when he declared 2021 as the Year of
St. Joseph. We can bring these three themes
together if we consider how God called Jesus’
earthly father to be both carpenter and
shepherd.

St. Joseph received a vocation to marriage, and
he received it from an angel in a dream. “Do not
fear to take Mary your wife,” the angel told him.
“She will bear a Son, and you are to name Him
Jesus”-- that is, you are to be father to Him
and husband to her. It was St. Joseph’s vocation
to shepherd the Holy Family through the
perils that lay ahead of them—Herod’s deadly
jealousy, sudden escape into Egypt,
re-settlement in Nazareth. His wife and his Son
were to be this humble carpenter’s path to
sanctity, for his vocation to marriage was
simultaneously a call to faithfulness,
selflessness, and holiness. “A good shepherd
lays down his life for his sheep,” Jesus says.
Did He learn this from the example of His
earthly father?

On the night he received his vocation, St.
Joseph’s future was dark with uncertainty. So it
is with us. “We are God's children now,” St. John

tells us in the second reading; “what we shall be
has not yet been revealed.” When it comes time
to decide on the course of our life's direction, we
are every bit as unsure of our future as St. Joseph
was of his. Where will they lead, the possible
paths before us—single life, marriage and
family, priesthood or religious life?

We need to keep in mind what St. John Paul II
called the “Gospel” of Vocation, for it is "good
news" indeed. In choosing our life's path, we
should not think the weight of decision is
entirely on our shoulders. The Gospel of
Vocation assures us that the God Who calls us
out of darkness has already designed a life path
uniquely suited to lead each of His children into
His marvelous light. As St. Paul says, we were
“created . . . for the good works that God has
prepared in advance, that we should live in
them.”

God has prepared them in advance, but we don’t
know them in advance. St. Joseph would
discover that his vocation was the path of his
heart's desire, but not until he walked it in
obedience did he know that to be the case.
Neither do we. Like St. Joseph, we have to give
God a chance to be true to His promise to guide
us every small step of the way along the path of
His holy will for our life.


