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When news of John the Baptist’s death reached them, 
Jesus and His apostles got into a boat for a deserted place 
to reflect, pray, and mourn. The people who had just 
witnessed Jesus healing their loved ones and had just 
heard Him speaking words of hope, saw Him leave. They 
didn’t know why He left their presence. They only knew 
they weren’t ready to leave His presence. They set out to 
follow Him.

When Jesus arrived in the deserted place, the crowd was 
like sheep without a shepherd.  Filled with compassion, 
Jesus put their need for Him above His need to be alone. 
He taught them, healed their sick, and finally, with only 
two fish and five loaves of bread, fed them until all were 
filled with amazement.

This miraculous event didn’t just 
happen 2,000 years ago; it continues 
today in every Holy Mass! Jesus gathers 
His flock, teaches us by His Word, 
heals our sick, and feeds us with His 
own Body and Blood. In a word, Jesus 
makes Himself entirely present to us. 
How can we make ourselves more 
present to Him? How can we grow in 
Eucharistic amazement?

Across the United States, the American 
bishops have launched a three-year 
effort to renew Eucharistic amazement 
and re-awaken our appreciation of the 
real presence of Jesus in The Eucharist. 
I invite you to join this nationwide 
movement to rediscover The Bread of Life, Who satisfies 
the hunger of anyone who comes to Him in faith. When 
we feed on Him in faith, we come to know who we are: the 
Father’s beloved children for whom our Brother suffered 
death so we could live. We are the multitude He gathers to 
receive the miraculous.

Cuando les llegó la noticia de la muerte de Juan el 
Bautista, Jesús y sus apóstoles subieron a una barca rumbo 
a un lugar desierto para reflexionar, orar y llorar. Las 
personas que acababan de presenciar a Jesús sanando a 
sus seres queridos y lo habían escuchado hablar palabras 
de esperanza, lo vieron irse. No sabían por qué se fue de su 
presencia. Solo sabían que no estaban listos para dejar Su 
presencia. Se dispusieron a seguirlo.

Cuando Jesús llegó al lugar desierto, la multitud era 
como ovejas sin pastor. Lleno de compasión, Jesús puso 
su necesidad de Él por encima de Su propia necesidad de 
estar solo. Les enseñó, sanó a sus enfermos y, finalmente, 
con sólo dos pescados y cinco panes, los alimentó hasta 
que todos se llenaron de asombro.

Este evento milagroso no solo sucedió hace 
2000 años; continúa hoy en cada Santa Misa! 
Jesús reúne a Su rebaño, nos enseña con Su 
Palabra, sana a nuestros enfermos y nos 
alimenta con Su propio Cuerpo y Sangre. En 
una palabra, Jesús se nos hace enteramente 
presente. ¿Cómo podemos hacernos más 
presentes a Él? ¿Cómo podemos crecer en el 
asombro Eucarístico?

En todo Estados Unidos, los obispos 
estadounidenses han lanzado un esfuerzo 
de tres años para renovar el asombro 
Eucarístico y volver a despertar nuestro 
aprecio por la presencia real de Jesús en 
la Eucaristía. Los invito a unirse a este 
movimiento nacional para redescubrir El 

Pan de Vida, Quien satisface el hambre de todo aquel que 
se acerca a Él en la fe. Cuando nos alimentamos de Él en 
la fe, llegamos a saber quiénes somos: los hijos amados del 
Padre por quienes nuestro Hermano sufrió la muerte para 
que pudiéramos vivir. Somos nosotros la multitud que Él 
reúne para recibir lo milagroso.
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Bishop Cary’s Schedule
January 2-7, 2023

Region XII Bishop’s Retreat, Mt. Angel

The History of our Cathedral, 1971 - 1999 • Part I

St. Francis de Sales Cathedral Sanctuary, Advent 1990

As we continue our journey of the History of 
the Cathedral, which was last visited in the 
January 16, 2022, Diocesan Chronicle, we 
continue Fr. Julian Cassar’s narrative with 
the legacy of Bishop Thomas J. Connolly.

If you would like to read the 
narratives from the beginning, please 
visit the Diocesan website with 
the January 13, 2019, Issue of The 
Diocesan Chronicle:

https://dioceseofbaker.org/diocesan-chronicle

On June 29, 1970, Bishop Leipzig, 
to conform with the new rule that 
Bishops should retire at the age of 
75, tendered his resignation to the 
Papal Delegate, which was accepted 
on May 4, 1971. On the same date, 
the announcement was made of 
the new Bishop to replace him, 
the pastor of St. Theresa’s church 
in Carson City, Nevada, Father 
Thomas Connolly, who became 
the 4th Bishop of Baker City. The 
Bishop-elect was born in Tonopah, 
Nevada, on July 19, 1922, and was 
ordained a priest on April 8, 1947, in 
his hometown.

The Episcopal consecration of 
Bishop Connolly took place on 
June 30, 1970, at the Cathedral 
with an overflow congregation 
that included the governors of Nevada and Oregon, as well as 
4 Archbishops, 18 Bishops, 135 priests, and more than 600 lay 
people and nuns.

The first few weeks of Bishop Connolly here in the Diocese 
were action-packed. 1971 closed out with the celebration of the 
centenary of the Cathedral parish in Baker City. (As we have 
noted earlier, the first Catholic services in the area were provided 
by visiting missionary priests who made periodic trips to the 
early mining towns of Sumpter and Auburn, and eventually to 
Baker City itself. The first Catholic church in Baker City was 
actually dedicated in 1871, and was the first church structure 
in the town. The new Bishop did not leave one stone unturned 
in his quest to reorganize the Diocese and keep an eye on the 
various parishes spread over an area 66,000 square miles.

Bishop Curtiss once described thus Bishop Connolly: “He 
arrived in Baker with a horse and a shaggy dog and looking 
like a prospector who was ready to strike it rich, but he came 
with faith and determination and a spirit that has touched us 
all. He is a bishop of these times: he leads without shoving; he is 
progressive without losing touch with his apostolic roots; he is a 
loving, gentleman who will not back away from a fight.”

2 Compared with Bishop Leipzig’s era, the 70s were not to see 
extensive church construction in the Diocese. Major building 

Bishop Thomas 
Connolly, Unifier 
1971-1999

Bishop Thomas J. Connolly



Eucharistic Amazement, continued

On January 8, 2023, The Feast of the Epiphany, we celebrate 
the manifestation of the Son of Mary to the whole world.  
On that afternoon, to kick off the Eucharistic Revival 
in the Diocese of Baker, every parish will gather in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament for a Holy Hour for the 
Lord at 5:30 pm PT/ 6:30 pm MT. Invite your neighbors 
and family, and join me and my fellow priests as we ask the 
Lord to bless our Eucharistic Revival. What better way to 
make 2023 a truly New Year?

El 8 de Enero del 2023, la Fiesta de la Epifanía, celebramos 
la manifestación del Hijo de María al mundo entero. 
Esa tarde, para dar inicio al Avivamiento Eucarístico en 
la Diócesis de Baker, todas las parroquias se reunirán 
en presencia del Santísimo Sacramento para una Hora 
Santa para el Señor a las 5:30 pm PT/6:30 pm MT. Invite 
a sus vecinos y familiares, y acompáñeme a mí y a mis 
compañeros sacerdotes mientras le pedimos al Señor que 
bendiga nuestro Avivamiento Eucarístico. ¿Qué mejor 
manera de hacer del 2023 un verdadero Año Nuevo?

Asombro Eucarístico, continúa

was replaced by renovation projects to bring the 
churches into compliance with the requisites of the 
liturgy and other renewal initiated by the Council. Altars 
were turned around to make the Eucharist as a meal 
as well as a sacrifice more recognizable. Confessionals 
were remodeled to allow face-to-face Reconciliation. 
Interfaith Centers were created in a new spirit of 
openness to other Christian denominations.

One of the most dramatic renovations was the 
repair of the Cathedral pipe organ, silent for 15 
years. The majestic pipe organ which was built in 
1911 and provided special grace and charm for 
the Cathedral liturgies until 1955, was silenced 
by the breaking of a blower motor. It was finally 
repaired by Richard Bond of Portland, at a cost of 
$17,000 after an 8-month-long task of repairing 
and replacing damaged pipes.

1 In 1970, the lower basement floor was also renovated 
to serve the social needs of parishioners, showing more 
clearly the relationship of our own worship and social 
lives. In 1975, Bishop Connolly and Fr. Martin Quigley 
commissioned Lee Kelly, a noted Oregon metal sculptor, 
to design new Cathedral doors.

The Diocese celebrated its 75th birthday with a Jubilee 
Mass on June 14, 1978, followed by a banquet. Soon 
afterwards, initial plans started on a major renovation 
inside the Cathedral. Several years went into study for this 
renovation, and for this project, Mr. Charles Hummel, a 
noted Boise architect and liturgist, was chosen to work 
with the committee on the renovation. The work was 

started in September 1980, with much refurbishing, including 
an erection of a screen that eliminated the apse from any 
function, creating in its place two confessionals and a corridor 
that leads to the sacristy. This renovation was spear-headed 
by Bishop Connolly and Father Robert Simard, the pastor at 
that time.

That renovation incorporated much use of wood, in 
keeping with the area’s large wood products industry. 
The renovation was done in such a way that it retained 
some of the appointments from the past, and in such a 

way that no violence was done to the gothic integrity of 
the building. 

The parishioners used the basement for temporary Masses 
and the renovation was completed in time for the rededication 
ceremony on April 28, 1981, a ceremony attended by seven 
bishops, 38 priests, 30 sisters and lay representatives from every 
parish in the Diocese.
Bishop Francis Leipzig died in a nursing home in Beaverton 
on January 17, 1981, and his funeral was held in the Cathedral 
on January 23rd and later buried at Mt. Calvary Cemetery 
in Portland.

Fr. Simard was made pastor at the newly-erected parish in La 
Pine in 1983, and Fr. Richard Fischer replaced him as pastor at 
the Cathedral starting his ministry on March 18, 1984.

To be continued in the next Issue, January 15, 2023.

1 Narrative by Fr. Julian Cassar, Rector of St. Francis de Sales Cathedral 
from 2005-2016
2  Excerpts from The Catholic Church of Eastern Oregon by Loretta 
Pastva, SND © The Diocese of Baker, 2003



TO RENEW 
EUCHARISTIC 
AMAZEMENT
“The bread that I will give is my flesh 
for the life of the world.” (John 6:51b)

Rediscover the Bread of Life, Who satisfies the 
hunger of anyone who comes to Him in faith.

Let us join together as we ask the Lord 
to bless our Eucharistic Revival.

On January 8, 2023, every parish in our diocese 
will gather in the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament for a Holy Hour at 5:30 pm PT/ 6:30 
pm MT, with a reception to follow. 

PARA RENOVAR 
EL ASOMBRO 

EUCARÍSTICO
“El pan que yo daré es mi carne, y lo daré 

para la vida del mundo.” (Juan 6:51b)

Redescubrir el Pan de Vida, que sacia el hambre 
de todo aquel que se acerca a Él en la fe.
Unámonos para pedirle al Señor que 

bendiga nuestro Avivamiento Eucarístico.
El 8 de Enero, 2023, todas las parroquias en 

nuestra diócesis se reunirán en presencia 
del Santísimo Sacramento para una 

Hora Santa a las 5:30 pm PT/ 6:30 pm MT, 
seguida por una recepción.

For more information / Para más información:
DioceseOfBaker.org/Eucharistic-Revival
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