
CONTACT US 

17 Pompton Ave. 
Pompton Lakes, NJ 07442 
Telephone: 973-835-0374 

Fax: 973.835.8173 
www.stmarys-pompton.org 

E-Mail: smc@stmarys-pompton.org 
Parish Office Hours: 

Mon – Fri 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Closed for lunch 12:00– 12:30 p.m. 

September 12, 2021  

All are Welcome! 
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 We remember exactly where we were that day when we 
heard the news of one plane hitting one of the World Trade  
Towers. Then a second. Then the Pentagon. Still another in  
Pennsylvania. We had a sense of being under attack.  Were there 
more?  Where?  And then the scenes we've seen over and over that 
we can barely comprehend, of one tower and then the other  
collapsing. Lives lost. Families shattered.  As we reeled in shock 
and outrage at the evil that could slaughter innocent human life, this 
country struggled with the reality of being a 'victim' of terrorism 
here aimed towards symbols of national pride and identity. I am 
sure everyone felt smaller in this new vulnerability. There was a 
taste of what so many people in the world know as a way of life. 
   
   In the ensuing hours and days, we were all filled with inspiration 
and pride as we heard stories of true heroism —  firefighters  
rushing up the stairs to try to save more lives, thousands of New 
Yorkers responding with an almost unbelievable spirit of generosity 
and togetherness, and those passengers who took their plane down 
in a Pennsylvania field to avert an even greater tragedy.  Everyone 
was inspired and proud because these acts of self-forgetfulness and 
total gift of self for the common good, seemed so spontaneous and 
automatic, so genuinely part of the character of this country.  
Everyone seemed there for each other. Nothing unites better than 
shared grief. Many planes were diverted to my own province of 
Newfoundland where small communities were asked to care for 
thousands of people. It was made into a musical, “Come From 
Away.” It was all done with heart and compassion. At the time, 
many seemed to turn to God at a new level and in ways that were  
somehow more "acceptable."  
 
       It has been twenty years since that fateful day, and we have all 
experienced countless thoughts and feelings resulting from that  
tragedy. Two long, costly wars ensued in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
This past month the last troops pulled out of Afghanistan. These 
wars were focused on “defeating them before they defeat us” and 
this became the national response.  Self-defense is, of course,  
natural and justified.  Such injustice cannot go unanswered. We 
have seen and experienced many changes to the way of life here to 
balance individual liberties with security and the protection of  
human life.  It has been said so many times that life, as we had 
known before September 11, 2001, has changed forever.  
 
In recognizing this anniversary, we will remember those who have 
died in this tragedy and their families who have suffered most  
severely. We remember those who have lost their lives in the wars 
that ensued, military and civilian, and we honor the heroes who 
made us proud.  
 
      On this day, I pray that people around the world will pause to 
reflect upon the words and actions of Jesus and our brother St. 
Francis in our searching and seeking for peace and understanding in 
the midst of so much divisiveness, anger and uncertainty that  
remains among us. It is always very dangerous to make very simple 
responses to extraordinarily complex issues. Many have tried, even 
more have failed. It is challenging and consoling to listen to Jesus 
call us to a deeper reflection on the situation in which we find  
ourselves. We are called to reflect on who we are as a country, our 
freedom and our commitment to liberty and justice for all.  
Unfortunately, because terrorism and the attack on innocent lives 
are never justifiable, it is difficult for us to even ask the question 
about how we contribute to a world where terrorists exist. Terrorists  

 
prey on fear, they prey on divisiveness and can seek out weakness 
and manipulate this for their own benefits. We have so many in our 
country using the same as a tactic to incite prejudice, violence and 
racist attacks towards groups of people because of their ethnicity or 
religion. Every generation has their scapegoats.   
 
After the attack, the U.S. Bishops made the following statement: 
"No grievance, no matter what the claim, can legitimize what  
happened on September 11. Without in any way excusing  
indefensible terrorist acts, we still need to address those conditions 
of poverty and injustice which are exploited by terrorists. A  
successful campaign against terrorism will require a combination of 
resolve to do what is necessary to see it through, restraint to ensure 
that we act justly, and a long-term focus on broader issues of justice 
and peace."  
 
       Twenty years after the violence of September 11, we may be 
ready to see from our history of the past years’ experience in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, that we may never be able to change the world by 
our military might or our economic power. The irony of our life is 
the irony of the Good News which we proclaim and bring to 
heart.  Only through a conversion of heart, a greater dependence 
upon God, a personal and political and national re-alignment of our 
priorities will we change the world.  Only in solidarity with those 
who suffer injustice and terrible deprivation, which most of us will 
never know, will we be able to become reconcilers in our 
world.  We can help the hopeless turn from violence by showing 
our resolve to marshal our energy, resources, and commitments to 
restoring hope and peace in our lives and in the lives of others. This 
is the call of the Gospel.  
 
Mychal Judge, our friar brother with Holy Name Province was the 
first to be pulled from the rubble of 9/11. The following is the last 
homily he gave the day before to firefighters in NYC: 
 
Good days.  And bad days.  Up days.  Down days.  Sad days.   
Happy days. But never a boring day on this job.  You do what God 
has called you to do.  You show up.  You put one foot in front of 
another.  You get on the rig and you go out and you do the job – 
which is a mystery.  And a surprise.  You have no idea when you get 
on that rig.  No matter how big the call.  No matter how small.  You 
have no idea what God is calling you to.  But he needs you.  He 
needs me.  He needs all of us. 
 
He went on to challenge his listeners to remember that they must: 
Be kind to each other.  Love each other.  Work together and do 
what you did the other night and the weeks and the months and the 
years before and from this house, God’s blessings go forth in this 
community.  It’s fantastic! 
 
Finally, as he brought his remarks to a close, he said: 
What great people.  We love the job.  We all do.  What a blessing 
that is.  A difficult, difficult job and God calls you to it.  And then 
He gives you a love for it so that a difficult job will be well 
done.  Isn’t He a wonderful God?  Isn’t He good to you?  To each 
one of you?  And to me!  Turn to Him each day.  Put your faith and 
your trust and your hope and your life in His hands, and He’ll take 
care of you and you’ll have a good life. 

 



CONTACT US 

PAGE 3 

FRANCISCAN FRIARS SERVING YOU:   
Fr. Frank Critch, OFM, x708 (fcritch@stmarys-pompton.org) 
Fr. John Aherne, OFM, x139 (jaherne@stmarys-pompton.org)  
Fr. John Alderson, OFM, (rochester14220@gmail.com)  
Fr. John Coughlin, OFM, x169  
 (jcoughlin@stmarys-pompton.org) 
Deacon Tom Kimak - (tkimak@aeciusa.com  
 
MISSION & MINISTRY 
Anne Silversey, x108 (Anne@stmarys-pompton.org  
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION  973.835.7750  
Toni Wong– x102 Grades 1 to 6  
 (twong@stmarys-pompton.org)   
Patricia Newton- x160 Grades 7 & 8 , Confirmation   
 (pat@stmarys-pompton.org) 
Bill Reul, x117 Interim High School Ministry  
 (breul@stmarys-pompton.org) 
Marie Cioletti- x181 Special Needs Ministry  
 (mcioletti@stmarys-pompton.org)   
Daryl Lynn Hahn– 181 Special Needs Ministry  
 (dhahn@stmarys-pompton.org) 
Debbie Borroto- x130 Admin. Asst./ Local Youth Protection/  Safe 
Environment Coordinator  
 (debbie@stmarys-pompton.org)  
 
HISPANIC MINISTRY  
Milagros Anto - x103 (milagros@stmarys-pompton.org)  
 
MUSIC MINISTRY  
Craig & Dorothy Limey- x158 (cdlimey@stmarys-pompton.org) 
Carrie Stewart - Accompanist, x192  
 (CStewart@stmarys-pompton.org) 
 
OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Kenneth Weinheimer-973.831.4442 Food Pantry  
 (foodpantry@stmarys-pompton.org)  
Clare Russo- x113 Stephen Ministry, (clarerusso@hotmail.com) 
Dr. Pamela Hall 973-835-6337 Pathways Counseling Center 
 
FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS  
Keith Orotosky-x145 (korotosky@stmarys-pompton.org) 
Phillip Epstein– x140 (pepstein@stmarys-pompton.org) 
Hayk Allahverdi 
Gareth Tarlo 
 
BUSINESS  
Carol Scala - x190 (cscala@stmarys-pompton.org)  
Jill Whitney-x122 (jwhitney@stmarys-pompton.org)  
Mike Cunningham- x107  
 (mcunningham@stmarys-pompton.org)  
Receptionists 
Marissa Diaz (bi-lingual)- (mdiaz@stmarys-pompton.org) 
Lynda Rogalski — (lrogalski@stmarys-pompton.org)  
 
 
 

 

The Special Needs Ministry provides services to children 
and adults with special needs.  
 
The children's ministry provides religious education  
programs and preparation for the sacraments. All lessons 
are individually planned and tailored to meet the needs of 
each student. 
 
A week-long bible camp scheduled every year for the 
third week in August is open to children and adults.  The 
picture is from this summer’s camp.   
 
The adult ministry provides social activities which  
include monthly meetings scheduled for the first Friday 
of every month from September until June. These  
meetings include activities such as: pizza suppers, make 
your own sundae, dance and singing nights, game nights, 
arts and crafts, movie nights, etc. In addition, there are 
four dinner dances planned for each year. Scheduled  
evenings at local restaurants are scheduled five times  
during the year. 
 
For further information, please contact Marie Cioletti at 
mcioletti@stmarys-pompton.org or 973-835-0374 ext. 
181. 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Needs Ministry 
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MASS SCHEDULE: 
SATURDAY 

Public Masses in Church: 

5:00 PM-English (Outside weather permitting)  

7:00 PM-English 

 

SUNDAY 

Public Masses in Church: 

7:30 AM -English 

8:45 AM-Español & Online 

9:00 AM-English (Carnevale Center)  

10:30 AM- English & Online 

12:00 PM -English 

 

WEEKDAYS  

Online Masses & Public Masses 

8:00 AM: Monday to Friday in English 

9:30 AM: Thursday en Español 

 

 

MASSES ONLINE AT: 

www.stmarys-pompton.org or  

www.facebook.com/smcpompton/ or  

www.youtube.com/c/stmaryspomptonlakes 

DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

 

CONFESSIONS AND ADORATION IN CHURCH:  

Thursdays 

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for  

Adoration on Thursdays from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.  
 

During adoration, please maintain a reverent  
silence and appropriate social distance. 

 

No Confessions on Saturdays 

 Call to make an appointment. 

Sunday:          Is 50:5-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [9]/Jas 2:14 

  18/Mk 8:27-35  

 
Monday:        1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17 [1Cor  
  11:26b]/Lk 7:1-10 
 

Tuesday:        Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 [cf. 

  7b]/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17  

 

Wednesday:   1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/Jn 19:25-

  27 or Lk 2:33-35  

 

Thursday:       1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10 [2]/Lk 7:36-50  

 

Friday:            1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 
  8:1-3 
 

Saturday:       1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2]/Lk 8:4-15  

 Friendly Reminder… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In an effort to serve you better and maintain appropriate 
social distancing, we have added to our Sunday Mass 
schedule a 9:00 a.m. English Mass with music in the  
Carnevale Center.  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: MASS INTENTIONS  

• ALL THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 
Jack Bergeson, Angelo, John, Joanne Mikolajczyk, Ned Madsen,  
Ann Fagan, Bob, Eileen, Antionette, Keri, John, Anne Marie 
Michael, Christopher Walker, Margaret,  Kathy, Lavina Bergen, 
Darrell Nolen, Danna LaRue and Travis LaRue.  

 
 Note: To add a loved one to the prayer list, please call the Parish 

office at 973.835.0374 - Names for healing will be listed for 30 

days. 

 

 

 

The Bread and Wine this week have been donated in 

in loving memory of our loving parents, Louis and 

Jackie Vozzo.  

• ALL THOSE WHO ARE SERVING IN HARM’S WAY: 

Lt. Jessica T. Atterbury,  PFC Nathan Hunt, CMCN Michael LeTennier, 
Joseph P. Roberts, MCS, PFC Sean Jennings, SPC Sean J. Carey, SGT 
Ryan Cronin,  Chris Sabatini, US Navy SO, David Welsh, US Navy SO 
Justin Bensinger, US Navy SO, LTJG Brian Schoenig, LCpl Michael 
Formisano III, SSG Kevin Carey, SPC Brian R. Sudol, CSM Robert 
Hammerle,  Sgt. Mark Ashley,  SGT Ryan J. Heppel, SPC Dean V.  
Lucas, LCpl Michael Vignuli,  Major Daniel J. Ciccarelli, HM Jaeson 
Henderson, Jake Shovlowsky, Cpl Justyn Shovlowsky, Captain Austin 
Canning, SSG Tiffany Thumann, 2nd LT Matthew R. Brice, TSSgt. 
Scott Miller, Capt. Krystal Thumann, Cpl F. S. Raza, Sean Flanagan, 1st  
Lt. Matthew W. D’Amico, USMC Lt. 1st Thomas Seneski; Sgt. Anthony 
W. Gabriel; Brian Hansen, Sgt. Ashlee Quigle; Capt. Daniel M. 
Kearney, USMC; 2nd LT Emily Simone and Navy Lt. Ryan Hackett  

Monday September 13 

8:00 a.m. †Gary Lust  

 †Francisco Antonio Rosario 

 †Noberto Visto Jr.  

Tuesday September 14 

8:00 a.m. †Francisco Antonio Rosario  

 †Daniel Aherne 

Wednesday September 15 

8:00 a.m. †Allen Recto  

 †Brenda Critch  

 †Patrick Critch 

 †Prudencio Visto 

Thursday September  16 

8:00 a.m. †Matthew Rosado  

 †Daniel Aherne 

9:30 a.m. 

(Spanish)  
People of the Parish 

Friday September 17 

8:00 a.m. †Brenda Critch  

 †Patrick Critch 

 †Josefina Bulacan 

Saturday September 18 

5:00 p.m. †Bill Deubert 

 †Kitty Egan 

 †James John Garvey 

 †Daniel Aherne 

7:00 p.m. People of the Parish 

Sunday September 19 

7:30 a.m. †Kitty Egan 

 †Valerie Terkanick 

8:45 a.m. 
(Spanish) 

People of the Parish  

9:00 a.m. (CC) People of the Parish  

10:30 a.m. †Francis & Lucille Marshall 

 †The Wiecek Family  

 †The Wasilewski Family 

12:00 p.m. †Michael S. Nelsen 

 †Michael Quinto 

 †Joseph Simone 

 †Vincent Phalon 

† = Deceased, L= Living 

Never Forget  
At the 5 p.m. Mass on Saturday, September 11th, we will 
honor all of our first responders, public servants and  
remember everyone who lost their lives on September 11, 
2001.  
 
Please encourage your friends and family members who are 
in public service to attend in uniform. 
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      Celebrate St. Francis Week with Us!   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, September 30 
7 p.m.  

Prayer Garden 
Bi-lingual Prayer Service for Creation  
Sponsored by our Hispanic Ministry  

  
Friday, October 1 

6-8 p.m.  
St. Clare Hall 

Volunteer Appreciation Event 
   

Saturday, October 2 
Feast of St. Francis Celebration  

 3:30 – 7 p.m.  
Pavers 

Barktoberfest 
Petting Zoo with Pony Rides  

Costume Contest for pets of all kinds 
Treats and fun for 2-legged, 4-legged, and 8-legged friends  

Free St. Francis medals for all pets  
 

5 p.m.  
Outdoor Mass  

 

6 p.m. Blessing of the Animals  
 

Sunday, October 3, 2021  
8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.   

Pavers  
Ministry Fair and Fellowship 

Enjoy light refreshments while learning about all the  
ministries at St. Mary’s Raffles to win free I-pads  

and more!   
 

1:00 p.m.  
Pavers  

Blessing of the Animals  
 

7:00 p.m.  
Prayer Garden 

Transitus of our Blessed Father St. Francis of Assisi    

Through the waters of Baptism: 
 

Allison M. Perez and Juliette E. Michel 
 

have been welcomed into the Body of Christ! 

Director of Youth Ministry  
St. Mary’s Parish is seeking a youth minister willing to 
fulfill the following requirements: 
 
• Bachelor’s Degree and experience with youth and/or 

retreat programming in parish setting;  
• Model Christian lifestyle and behavior; 
• Ability to facilitate and nurture middle school and 

high school youth and family ministry programs; and 
• Excellent organizational and interpersonal skills. 
 
Position offers excellent pay and benefits.   
 
Qualified applicants should send their resume to  
anne@stmarys-pompton.org  
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Ministry Guidelines   

All liturgical ministers must be vaccinated in order to 
serve. Altar servers and other ministers who are not  
vaccinated must wear masks.  
 
Please contact Fr. Frank or any of the friars if you have any 
questions or concerns.   

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULT 
2021-2022 

 
The Rite of Christian  
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is 
designed for adults. It is a  
process for people who wish to 
become part of the Catholic 
community of faith and these 
include:  
 

• those who have never been baptized; 
• Catholics who have been baptized but never received 

the sacraments of Confirmation or First Eucharist; and   
• those from a different faith tradition who desire to  

convert to Catholicism. 
 
In addition to preparing candidates for the sacraments they 
seek, RCIA is a special opportunity to gather weekly on 
Sunday mornings with our team members to learn about 
and deepen our shared Catholic faith.  
  
If you, a family member and/or a friend are interested in  
learning more about RCIA, please contact Kathy Reul or 
Monica Coyle at rcia@stmarys-pompton.org 

 
 
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC) – 
the pursuit of these flows from the life of St. Francis 
and the Franciscan movement that he inspired. Here 
are some key quotes about justice for our  
environment from well-known authorities: 
 
Our common home is like a sister with whom we 
share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her 
arms to embrace us.  

— St. Francis of Assisi 

 

Claire Setterfield, a longtime employee here 
at St. Mary’s, sadly announces the death of 
her beloved husband Larry. A funeral mass 
will be celebrated here at St. Mary’s Church 
on Friday September 17 at 11am.  
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Why do we turn around and face the rear of the 
church when we celebrate baptisms during Mass? 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism is often called "The door of the 
Church," because it is the first of the seven sacraments not only in 
time (since most Catholics receive it as infants) but in priority 
since the reception of the other sacraments depends on it. It is the 
first of the three Sacraments of Initiation, the other two being 
the Sacrament of Confirmation and the Sacrament of Holy  
Communion. Once baptized, a person becomes a member of the 
Church. Traditionally, the rite (or ceremony) of baptism was held 
outside the doors of the main part of the church, or begun at the 
doors of the church, to signify this fact. 

 
 

Thank you!  
 
On behalf of my family and I, our heartfelt thanks for 
the cards, calls, concerns and prayers over the past  
couple of weeks. We have been blessed by your support 
and your presence via livestream as we celebrated Pat 
and Brenda’s lives. We are so grateful to all of you. The 
following prayer of thanksgiving is from The Catholic 
Prayer Book: 
Thank you, Father, for having created us and given us 
to each other in the human family. Thank you for being 
with us in all our joys and sorrows, for your comfort in 
our sadness, your companionship in our loneliness. 
Thank you for yesterday, today, tomorrow and for the 
whole of our lives. Thank you for friends, for health and 
for grace. May we live this and every day conscious of 
all that has been given to us. 
 
Fr. Frank and family 

September 17, 2021  

The Feast of the  

Stigmata of Our Holy 

father St. Francis of 

Assisi 
 

On this day, Franciscans 

around the world celebrate 

the day when St. Francis of 

Assisi received the  

stigmata--the wounds of 

Christ in his hands and 

side.  At the heart of the 

feast is a recognition that 

what appeared externally 

on Francis's body was  

reflective of his interior 

conformity to the lived  

example of Jesus Christ.  

 

So often we are people who judge from the  

exterior—how someone dresses, how or what  

someone speaks, where someone lives, what someone 

does, and so on. Yet, as the Scriptures continually  

remind us, God judges what is inside and in our 

hearts. The feast of the Stigmata is a celebration of a 

Christian life lived as fully and authentically as  

possible. The "grace" that was given to Francis was 

not some random burden or some strange illness, it is 

a visual and corporeal representation of what only 

God can typically see—a baptized man who lived as 

fully as he could bearing the resemblance of Christ. 

 

On this feast day, we invite all people—Franciscans 

and others alike—to look within, see how each of us 

does or does not bear the marks of Christ in our 

thoughts, words, and deeds. Perhaps we won't receive 

the marks of Christ in the form of five wounds, but we 

could certainly—and should certainly—make visible 

the presence of Christ in every other way. 

 

Happy Feast Day! 
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ATTENTION  Grade 6, Grade 8  &  P2 
Confirmation Leaders/Teachers! 

Mark your calendars for Leader/Teacher 
meetings in September:  

 
 Grade 6 Teacher meeting at 4-5 p.m. on 

Sunday, September 12  
or 

 September 19 
 

Grade 8 Teacher meeting at 6-7 p.m. on 
Sunday, September 12 

or 
 September 19 

 
P2 Confirmation Leader meeting at  

7:30-8:30 p.m. 
Sunday, September 12 

or  
September 19 

All lesson plans/materials will be 
distributed and reviewed. Please RSVP 

as to which date you can attend.  
 

Our pastor, Father Frank is inviting 
All St. Mary’s Catechists to a 
CATECHIST RETREAT on 
Wednesday, September 22 at 7 p.m. in 
St. Clare Hall of the Carnevale Center. 
For all Religious Education Catechists 
grades 1-10, this evening will explore 
being a catechist within a Franciscan 
parish. Light refreshments will be 
served.   
 
Do you have questions now? Call Pat 
Newton at 973-835-5594 x160.  

.  

 
 

 Religious Education  
Confirmation, Grades 6-8 

Please note that classes Grades 3 and 4 
beginning  the week of September 20 
should go to St Mary’s website and the 
Religious Education page where you can 
print out the class schedule. 
Or call 973-835-7750  extension 102, if 
you have any questions. 
 

Schedule for 2021– 22 
FALL SESSION 

(September 20 thru  December 16,2021) 

 

Grade 3   

Monday or Wednesday   

4:00 - 5:15p.m. 

 

Grade 4 

  Tuesday or Thursday  

4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

 

Attention: 
Incoming Grade 5 student : 
We are offering in- person classes for 
those students that were unable to attend 
the Peace Camp offered this past June. 
Classes will be held on Wednesday 
evenings from 6pm to 7:15 p.m.  
Classes will start on January 19, 2022 to 
April 6, 2022. 
 
Please register as soon as possible so we 
can put the students in a class with one of 
our teachers. 
 
Go to St Mary’s website and click on 
Religious Education. Follow instructions 
to register your child. 
 
If you have any questions about 
registering online, please call Toni Wong 
@ 973-835-7750 extension 102 
 
Online registration for grades 1 thru 5 has 
been extended to September 15th. 
 

 
Quote of the week:  
  
“Let us love one another as God loves 
each of us. And where does this love 
begin? In you home . How does it 
begin ? By praying together”   

 — Mother Teresa 

Religious Education  
Grades 1-5 

St Mary’s  
Explorer Academy  

Registration for Fall 2021 

 
For more information or to setup a 
tours call  973-835-2010 or email  
exploreracademy@ stmarys-
pompton.org 

 
 

The Explorer Academy is a unique 
preschool dedicated to educating 
three-and-four-year-old children 
with a strong academic foundation 
and a Franciscan spirit. 
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Encourage Deeper 

Understanding of Scripture 
 

We need to get our bearings straight and properly lay 

life’s cornerstone. Otherwise, the rest of our journey will 

be skewed and our judgment clouded. We can recall  

Jesus’ famous rebuke of Peter, “You are thinking not as 

God does, but as human beings do.” Even he, as one of 

Jesus’ closest friends struggles with understanding things 

and grasping the big picture. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 

(1881-1955) a renowned and learned French Jesuit priest 

often has these words attributed to him: “We are not  

human beings having a spiritual experience. We are  

spiritual beings having a human experience.” Whether 

they were actually from his lips, they certainly mimic his 

thought. These wise words orient us and capture the  

essence of who we really are. 

 
Many people consider spirituality an option. It is no  

wonder that they come to this conclusion when they  

predominantly define themselves using human terms and 

concepts. Immersed in this world view, they struggle 

finding any semblance of God because God does not 

work according to human expectations! This is especially 

true when suffering and death enter life’s picture. If we 

are only human beings having a spiritual experience, then 

we wrongly expect our spirituality to serve us as we  

desire. The human expectation is that my spiritual life is 

something that is useful in avoiding pain, hardship and 

death, not something that gives the courage to live 

through it! 

 
So, when we protest and get upset with God because our 
journey is becoming difficult, painful, treacherous,  
disappointing and even pointing us toward death, Jesus 
rebukes us as he did Peter and gently reminds us how to 
see. It is God who inspires and opens hearts to see truth 
and beauty. In God, the true meaning of things is  
understood, and we receive a depth of insight and  
understanding that is not found following purely human 
paths. It is not our task to understand God, as God is  
beyond human understanding. Ours is the joyful privilege 
of simply resting in God’s presence simply because God 
is God and we are who we are. As spiritual beings having 
an exciting and adventurous human experience, it is in 
our DNA to do so. Through prayer we can let go and let 
be. This is how we lose our lives but then save them. 

PARISH NEWS 
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DESPENSA DE LA PARROQUIA  

(FOOD PANTRY) 
Nuestra despensa de alimentos de la Iglesia de Santa María 

está abierta para atender a todos los que necesiten de comida 

en el siguiente horario: EL TERCER O CUARTO 

MIERCOLES O EL TERCER O CUARTO SABADO DE 

CADA MES. Para más información póngase en contacto con 

Milagros Anto, Angelina Nuci o Lourdes Huerta. 

Todos los MIERCOLES a las 8:00pm  
vía ZOOM  

CODIGO DE LA REUNION:  
893 7978 3105                                                            

CODIGO DE SEGURIDAD: 878314 

REZO COMUNITARIO DEL SANTO ROSARIO 

Requisitos: Certificado de Nacimiento del(a) niño(a), 

padrinos y asistir a una clase antes de la celebración del 

Sacramento (padres y padrinos). Información: Milagros 

Anto. Si desea bautizar su hijo(a) en inglés debe asistir a una 

clase y llamar a Marissa Diaz or Lynda 973-835-5841, 

Ext.100 

En el año realizamos varias jornadas de Reconciliación 

(Confesión), especialmente en Cuaresma y Adviento. Todos 

los jueves de 4:00 a 5:00p.m. un sacerdote está disponible en 

el confesionario de la iglesia principal para escuchar su 

Confesión en inglés. Si desea confesarse en español, por 

favor hacer una cita con el Padre John Coughlin.  

BAUTISMOS EN ESPAÑOL 

SACRAMENTO DE LA RECONCILIACIÓN 

MINISTERIO DE PROCLAMADORES DE LA 
PALABRA 

 Por favor comunicarse con Lourdes Huerta 
(973.270.3453). Este Ministerio se reúne los segundos y 
cuartos lunes de 7:30 a 9:30 p.m. 

La Santa Misa en español 

Jueves a las 9:30 a.m. 

Domingos a las 8:45a.m. 

En la iglesia Principal 

 

 

 

¡Ven y  

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

El padre John Coughlin estará dando un  
Curso Bíblico en el cual estaremos iluminando y  

nutriéndonos del ROSARIO, ANCLADO EN 
LAS SAGRADAS ESCRITURAS. El curso 

constará de 5 sesiones de clase. Cada sesión se 
realizará los lunes de 7:30 a 9:00p.m.  

empezando el 20 de septiembre. Contaremos 
con un libro como material. Por otro lado, este 

curso nos permitirá profundizar sobre los  
misterios del Rosario entretejidos con la  

Sagrada escritura. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Les comunicamos que ya estamos inscribiendo para los 
catecismos de Primera Comunión y Confirmación para 
el nuevo ciclo 2021 -2023. Las inscripciones al RICA 
Septiembre 2021- Abril 2022 también estan abiertas. 

Empezaremos las clases la tercera semana de  
septiembre. Para mayor información; pueden llamar o 

enviar un texto a Milagros Anto (201-841-0269) o                                        
a Angelina Nuci (973-866-8431). 

 

 CATECISMOS 

INSCRIPCIONES 
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If you or someone you know is homebound and would like a visit 
and receive the Eucharist, please contact our Parish Office at  
973-835-0374 so we can set up a time. Fr. John Alderson will be 
there to brighten your day!   

HOMEBOUND CONNECTIONS 
MINISTRY 

      Blessed Sacrament  
      Adoration  

 
We will have the Blessed Sacrament exposed for  
Adoration on Thursday from 4:00 - 5:00 P.M. 
 
During adoration, please maintain a reverent  
silence and appropriate social distance. 

The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
prayed in the Church at the end of daily Mass, 
Monday through Friday. 

are available at the Parish Office. These make wonderful  
remembrance gifts. Suggested donation is $50. 

Offering cards for the  

Bread & Wine  

          ROSARY & DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 

for the Liturgy of the Eucharist are available at the  

Parish Office. These make wonderful remembrance gifts. 

Suggested donation is $35. 

     Offering cards for Altar  

Flowers  

Lost Angels  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The loss of a loved one forever changes us. When 
experiencing the tragedy of a child's death from 
drugs and alcohol, parents and loved ones often find 
themselves isolated and confused.  
 
Lost Angels bereavement/support group offers  
support, compassion, understanding and hope to 
parents and loved ones struggling to rebuild their 
lives after the death of a child or loved one as a  
result of substance abuse/addiction and  
overdose. For meeting dates and times, contact  
Donna at 973-713-9962 or dandelora@yahoo.com.  

Prayer Shawls  
are available and can be picked up at the  
Parish Office. The shawls can be given to 
celebrate a joyous occasion, to console those 
in need or to give hope and comfort.   

 

Cleanliness is next to  

Godliness!   
 

We are looking for volunteers to join St. Mary’s 

Church cleaning crew. Cleaning teams meet after the 

8:00 a.m. Mass on Tuesday mornings to vacuum, 

clean and tidy up our worship space. For more  

information about this ministry, please contact  

Bernadette Nolan at nolanbern@verizon.net.    

Hearts & Hands  
Crocheting & Knitting  

Ministry  
 

All are welcome! Volunteers of various ability 
(beginners to experienced) gather once a month where we 
are “stitching with love” baby items of hats, blankets,  
booties for those that receive the Sacrament of Baptism at 
St. Mary’s and Franciscan missions. 
 
We meet the 3rd Thursday of each month in the Assisi 
Room, Carnevale Center from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.   
 
Contact ministry leader Mary Lenoir at 973-725-3178. 
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Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
NJ23, or text ‘Enroll’ to (Text-to-Give 
Number). 
 
Thank you for your continued support of 
our parish family. 
 
God Bless You, 
Frank Critch, OFM  

 

TEXT TO GIVE 

Please call 973-835-0374 or send an 
email at smc@stmarys-pompton.org if: 

 
• your address, email address or 

telephone number has changed, 
and/or 

• a parishioner has been married and/
or 

• a parishioner has moved. 
 
Parish records need to be current. So, it 
would be appreciated to receive any all 
updated information from you at your 
earliest convenience. 
 
Thank you for your anticipated 
cooperation.  

COLLECTION UPDATE 
The Sunday Collection for the month of 
August, 2021 was $108,840.00. The 
breakdown is as follows: 

Sunday Collection $54,638.00 

Faith Direct $54,202.00 

Total $108,840.00 

Thank you for all you do for  
St. Mary’s. 

& 

 

  
            
  

  Marian Council #3801 

  Pompton Lakes, NJ  

Saturday, September 18  
9 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Rain Date Sat., Sept.25 

St. Mary's Parking Lot  
Pompton Lakes, N.J. 

$10.00 Donation for Car Wash 
ALSO get your Car "BLESSED" 

 by the Friars 

  

             Journeying Through  

  Grief 

A bereavement group of six sessions  

sponsored by St. Mary’s Parish, Pompton 

Lakes and Pathways Counseling Center, 

Inc. will be held on Tuesday evenings at the 

St. Mary’s Carnevale Center beginning 

September 21st at 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. A  

registration fee of $60.00 can be made on 

St. Mary’s website: https://www.stmarys-

pompton.org/pathways-counseling-center-1 

For more information call Pathways at 

(973)835-6337. 

 

Sr. Janice Jolin, LPC clinical counselor, will lead the group in holistically  

designed sessions that are strongly based in sharing experiences and ideas related 

to the grieving process including ways to move through the pain to an experience 

of healthy acceptance.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS  
Thank you from Fathers and  

Brothers at Maryknoll 
 

Sincere thanks from the Maryknollers around the 
world for your kindness. Fr. Francis Breen MM  
enjoyed the weekend and the people of St. Mary’s 
were very receptive.  
 
Needless to say, this is a great help towards our 
efforts to bring the “good news” to all nations. 
May this kindness rebound to you and your people.  

 
Sincerely your in Christ,  
Deacon Paul Bork  
CED Mission Appeals Unit Manager 
pbork@maryknoll.org  

 

Open House  
 
Regis High School, an all-scholarship Jesuit secondary school 
for Catholic boys, announces its Open House for students and 
their parents to occur on Columbus Day, Monday, October 11 
from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  For additional information, please 
write, email,  or call Eric Di Michele, Director of Admissions 
 
 
 
 
Regis High School 
55 East 84th Street  
New York, NY 10028 
212-288-1100, Ext. 2057 
edimichele@regis.org  
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Richards 
Funeral Home, 

INC.

Providing Funeral  
Services for over  

200 years
SINCE 1812

973-835-0164
4 NEWARK POMPTON TPK.

RIVERDALE, NJ 07457
Conveniently located 1 block off  

of  Interstate 287 Exit 53

BRYAN L. RICHARDS  
MANAGER
NJ Lic. No. 4049

www.richardsfuneralhome.com

Specializing in European,
Domestic & All Other Imports

321 Hamburg Tpke • Pompton Lakes
973-835-2100

Contact Jim Marcinkiewicz to place an  
ad today! jmarcinkiewicz@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6417

JOSEPH A. SCIAN, MD
JOHN P. SCIAN, MD

973-831-6866
16 POMPTON AVENUE
POMPTON LAKES, NJ
Directly across from St. Mary’s

Obstetrics &  
Gynecology

Infertility

THE FLEISCHER
ACCOUNTING FIRM, L.L.C.

Accounting & Tax Service
Financial Planning & Consulting

973-831-9265
108 Wanaque Ave.  Pompton Lakes

QUAIL ELECTRIC INC.
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Tony Quail
973-886-2681

LICENSE #9619
P.O. BOX 459

POMPTON LAKES NJ
07442

Established 
1989

Reddy & Reddy
Attorneys at Law

JOHN J. REDDY, JR. • CHRISTA H. REDDY

Wills • Estates • Real Estate
973-831-5800

9 Bartholf Avenue, Pompton Lakes
www.reddyreddylaw.com

Pablo Bucardo Rivera
OWNER

973-513-3857
jerseycardinalcleaning.com
info@jerseycardinalcleaning.com
Pompton Lakes, NJ 07442

Chris Walker
36 Hamburg Turnpike • Butler, NJ 07405

973.850.6100 973-850-6099 (FAX)

AUTO BODY & COLLISION REPAIR
INSURANCE CLAIMS

Lic. #02175A

Regina “Gina” Petry ABR, CNE, SFR, Realtor • Salesperson 
Multi-Million Dollar Producer • NCJAR Circle of Excellence 2007, 2009-2020 • Masters Ruby &  

Emerald Awards • Quality Service Pinnacle Awards • Distinguished Sales Award

Cell/Text: 201-970-2319 • Office Direct: 973-646-7488
www.HomesByGinaPetry.com • Regina.Petry@Century21.com

142 ROUTE 23 NORTH, POMPTON PLAINS, NJ 07444   
Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

BUYING?  SELLING?  RENTING?
Serving Morris, Passaic, Sussex & Bergen Counties

PARISHIONER

Visit our Welcome Center for a personal preview.
Call 973-988-2582 to schedule your visit today.

Welcome Center 1139 Hamburg Turnpike | Wayne
www.BrightviewWayne.com

           Independent Living | Assisted Living | Enhanced Care | Dementia Care
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M. John Scanlan
FUNERAL HOME

973-831-1300
781 Newark-Pompton Turnpike

Pomton Plains, NJ 07444
www.scanlanfuneralhome.com

office@scanlanfuneral.com

KIERA SCANLAN-WESPESTAD
MANAGER • NJ LIC. #4709

Bradford R. Waudby
LICENSED MANAGER - NJ LIC. NO. 3497

Serving Pompton Lakes & The St. Mary’s  
Community With Understanding  

Since 1966
Pre-Arrangement & Pre-Planning

330 Ramapo Valley Road, Oakland, New Jersey • 201-337-6161 • 855-621-6161
Convenient for you and your NYC relations & friends. • Exit 58 off Rt. 287 1/4 mile on Rt. 202

Oakland MEMORIAL HOME

Sean Brennan  
Sales Manager

YOUR FINANCIAL WISH IS OUR COMMAND 
Purchase New Home / Refinance to Lower Rate,  

Pay Off Debt & Cash Out for Home Improvements.
Commercial Loans Available   

Call 201-85-LOANS
352 Lanza Avenue, Suite A, Garfield, NJ

NMLS #168226 *donation will be made in your behalf to St. Mary's Church

L U M B E R  C O
 BUTLER,  NJ   S INCE 1989

and Kitchen  
& Bath Design

OVER 50 YEARS  
EXPERIENCE

140 Hamburg Turnpike
Butler, NJ 

973-838-1515
www.excelsiorlumber.com

The Morrison Funeral Home
“Family Owned and Operated Since 1954”

86 Bartholdi Avenue, Butler NJ 07405  |  973-838-2290
www.themorrisonfuneralhome.com

James T. Etheridge, Manager, CFSP - NJ Lic. #4148

HOME THERAPY SERVICES 
201-247-5426

DR. KYLE CHRISTOPHER D’AMICO
155 VISTA TERRACE, POMPTON LAKES, NJ

Interior and Exterior Painting
Power and Soft Washing

Handyman Services
Cabinet Refinishing

Aluminum Siding Refinishing
Color Consultations

Concrete Floor Coatings
Carpentry • Paper Hanging

Deck Mainenance
Drywall Repair

SPECTRUM PAINTING & SPECTRUM CONCRETE COATINGS
973-706-6033 • WWW.SPECTRUMPAINTINGLLC.COM

359 Ramapo Valley Rd, #29 Oakland, NJ 07436

Lisa Fritzky
Sales Associate &  
Lifelong Parishioner 
Cell 973-214-7321  
Office 201-891-8085

Betti Russo
REALTOR®/Broker 

Sales Manager 
Cell 973-650-6415 

Office 201-891-8085

LINCOLNS 
Plumbing & Heating LLC

ALL PHASES OF 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

INSTALLATION
Bathrooms & Kitchens • Additions & Alterations

Radiant Heating Systems
Complete Sewer Line Replacements  

& Water Service
Boilers & Water Heaters, 

Specializing in Wall Hung Hi-Efficiency  
Water/Heater/Boiler Combo Units

Complete Custom Kitchens & Baths
Craig Craig L. Wilkie  973-650-2620L. Wilkie  973-650-2620

FULLY INSURED • NJ MASTER PLUMBER LIC.#11183
NJ HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR LIC.#13VHO1257800

PINE LAKES RESIDENT - 11 IOWA ROAD, WAYNE, NJ 07470

Proudly family owned and operated since 1986.
Roofing, Siding, Kitchens, Baths, Additions  

All Types of Chimney Work 
Every job is is supervised from start to finish by the owners.

Fully State and City Licensed and Insured     

 Lic # 13VH00765000

The Cardinal CafeThe Cardinal Cafe
BREAKFAST & LUNCH

Monday-Friday 6am-3pm
Saturday 7am-3pm • Sunday 7am-2pm

973-831-6871
128 WANAQUE AVE., POMPTON LAKES

WE BUY ALL VEHICLES
CAR & TRUCK RENTALS

973-831-9005
891 RINGWOOD AVENUE, HASKELL, NJ

www.Ameri-Cars.com

Warranties On  
All Vehicles


