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PARISH OFFICE HOURS:  M-F 9:00-4:00   

CLOSED FOR LUNCH 12-12:30 

January 9, 2022 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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 Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord and the 
beginning of the Year of the Eucharist proposed by the USCCB. 
In the same vein we are to participate in the Synodal process 
within our Universal Church. Three different events with one 
outcome: encounter. 
 I believe that we need to be reminded of our own 
baptismal commitment from time to time. Our parents and 
godparents committed to bringing us up in the faith at our 
baptism, our first encounter in the faith community. Through 
their lives of mentoring us, we try to live decent Christian lives. 
The sad fact is that many of the baptized live no differently from 
the non-baptized. If they practice it at all, it usually is an 
immature faith, based on non-decision and routine practice. 
Cardinal Newman once asked his congregation, “What 
difference does being a Christian make in the way we live our 
daily lives?” The conclusion he came to was: “I fear that most of 
us would go on almost as we do, if we believed Christianity to 
be nothing more than a fable.”  There is another that says, “You 
can be no more Christian by being in church as you can be a car 
by standing in the garage.” There is a need for all of us to believe 
through understanding and faith we need to follow Christ out of 
personal conviction. It is our response to the grace of the 
sacrament. It is our response to encountering God the Creator 
with the Son and Spirit and living this encounter within 
community. 
 What difference does it make in this world that we are 
baptized Christians? Each one of us through our baptism has a 
Christian vocation. The Christian vocation is, in the words of the 
Gospel, a call to be ‘salt of the earth, and the light of the world.” 
Christianity is about how to live, not just about what to believe. 
There should be no distinction between religious activity and the 
ordinary actions of every day. Faith must be translated into 
action. In other words, “Don’t bother proclaiming that you 
believe unless you act accordingly.”  
 As Catholics, the prominent place of encounter is in 
being a Eucharistic community. Through the Eucharist we are 
strengthened and enlivened at the table to proclaim what we 
celebrate, a people who are broken and called to wholeness. It is 
a place where we recommit ourselves as a community, being 
strengthened in our encounter with Christ and living this within 
our daily lives. We recommit ourselves as being a people 
baptized in the Spirit as worthy sons and daughters of God.  
 Sometimes we look at ourselves and we want to excuse 
ourselves from the Eucharist.  We say, “with my flaws, my 
imperfections, my short temper, my spouse, my kids, my job, my 
sins, I can’t possibly live up to God’s call to be holy, to be grace 
filled, to come to the Table where we are invited.” We cry out, 
“O Lord I am not worthy.” But our shortcomings are no grounds 
for living small, for settling for spiritual mediocrity, for being a 
sometime disciple. Imperfect people, perhaps especially 
imperfect people, are subject to the Spirit. As friars we rejoice in 
our imperfections for all of us this realm gives us a level playing 
field. We must let the Spirit breathe where it will in us without 
any lame excuse that we are not worthy of its attention. We are 
called to holiness simply as who we are. All of us made in the 
image and likeness of God. 
 Through the grace of baptism and encountering and 
responding to grace at table with community we live out our 
calling as Christian. I believe this is where the bishops are 
hoping we concentrate and delve deeper in the Eucharist hoping 
to rediscover our baptismal calling and our place in community. 
We will then be able to be Christian where we are: at work, at 
home and at play. Our living out our baptismal commitment and 
being strengthened by the Eucharist will change our hearts first 

and then our outlook on life and how we encounter others. It 
takes time and conviction on our part. Will we fail, yes, 
sometimes miserably, but we seek forgiveness and mercy 
through our participation in the bread that is broken, and the 
wine poured out for us. In our brokenness we participate, and in 
our response to this grace, we are filled and made whole. This is 
our focus for the Year of the Eucharist. 
 In the gift of being a Eucharistic community born 
through the waters of baptism, we become a listening Church. 
Encounter is based on listening. This is where the Synod comes 
to light. The Synodal process is for all of us not just the mitered 
few but the people in the trenches of daily living, those 
struggling with life and with faith. The Synod is for those living 
on the peripheries who need to have someone listen and respond 
to them and their needs. Many have stated that there have been 
synods and meetings like this before and the summary was 
already in place before people sat down to even look at the 
agenda. In many church settings sadly, this is so true. I have seen 
it myself. I have experienced being dismissed by others in the 
church because my questions, my views did not conform. I 
wanted answers and there was only silence. I felt there was no 
place in the Church and at the table. In many ways pushed to the 
peripheries and isolated from the community I was baptized into. 
I had one bishop say to me, “I want to save the Church from you 
and you from the church.” I did not participate in Church or in 
ritual for a very long time. I was pained in being dismissed, 
believing there was no place at the table for me. I know many 
have who been hurt by a Church that is hierarchical and 
exclusive, a church unresponsive to the needs of those who long 
to live out their baptismal commitment. We are to be called a 
Church that is a field hospital, one who is called to heal and 
embrace. A place of encounter. 
 Pope Francis continues to lead with openness in 
challenging the stereotypes that exist and are prevalent within 
the leadership of the Church. A place where the voice of the 
faithful, the dissident, the disenfranchised continues to be 
suppressed but needs a listening and a compassionate ear. Will 
they listen at this Synod in 2023? Who knows? The Church does 
not move above neutral at times. I do know we need to be heard 
for we are called, through our baptism and our participation and 
belief to be a Eucharistic community to seek the common good 
within and outside the Church in living encounter as people of 
the Gospel. We have a long way to go.  
 On this feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we all need to 
reflect on our call, our vocation as a beloved son, a beloved 
daughter of God. When Jesus came up out of the waters of the 
Jordan at his baptism a voice from heaven said, “You are my 
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” Every time I lift a 
newly baptized child in this church, I frequently look into the 
eyes of the child’s parents and rarely have I found a dry one. 
Rather their eyes are filled with love, with joy, with expectation, 
with pride. And like the eyes of those parents, God looks at each 
one of us in the same way. In baptism we become children of 
God. God looks on us with love, joy, expectation, and pride. 
This continues through our lives. We may become separated at 
times, but God continues to be there to welcome us home. We 
have our Eucharist as our response to the invitation. In baptism 
we are given the family name - “Christian” - let us be true to our 
calling, let us live out our vocation in every moment of our lives 
through encounter, through our imperfect lives as “coheirs, 
members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the Gospel.” (Ephesians 3:5-6) 
 
—Fr. Frank, OFM 
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FRANCISCAN FRIARS SERVING YOU 
Fr. Frank Critch, OFM, x708   fcritch@stmarys-pompton.org 
Fr. John Aherne, OFM, x139  jaherne@stmarys-pompton.org 
Fr. John Alderson, OFM   rochester14220@gmail.com 
Fr. John Coughlin, OFM, x169  jcoughlin@stmarys-pompton.org 
Deacon Tom Kimak  tkimak@aeciusa.com 
 
MISSION & MINISTRY 
Anne Silversey, x108   anne@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  973.835.7750  
Toni Wong, x102 Grades 1 to 6    twong@stmarys-pompton.org 
Patricia Newton, x160 Grades 7 & 8, Confirmation   
      pat@stmarys-pompton.org 
Debbie Borroto, x130 Admin. Asst./ Local Youth Protection/  
  Safe Environment Coordinator  
      debbie@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY 
Marie Cioletti, x181   mcioletti@stmarys-pompton.org  
Daryl Lynn Hahn, 181   dhahn@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY  
Trevor George, x117   tgeorge@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
HISPANIC MINISTRY  
Milagros Anto, x103   miliorange@msn.com 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY  
Craig & Dorothy Limey, x158  cdlimey@stmarys-pompton.org 
Carrie Stewart, x192  cstewart@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Food Pantry 973.831.4442                   foodpantry@stmarys-pompton.org 
Clare Russo, x113 Stephen Ministry,  clarerusso@hotmail.com 
Dr. Pamela Hall, 973-835-6337 Pathways Counseling Center 
 
FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS  
Keith Orotosky, x145   korotosky@stmarys-pompton.org 
Phillip Epstein, x140   pepstein@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
 
BUSINESS  
Jill Whitney, x122    jwhitney@stmarys-pompton.org  
Mike Cunningham,  x107        mcunningham@stmarys-pompton.org 
Kari Nixon, x120    knixon@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
Receptionist 
Lynda Rogalski    lrogalski@stmarys-pompton.org 

 

              Follow us on Social Media! 
   

 https://www.facebook.com/smcpompton 

 

 

https://instagram.com/stmaryspomptonlakes?

igshid=75tb9mkcychl  

 

Unfortunately, our visit from Sr. Ellamae McDonald, 

MPF had to be canceled.  We hope she can get to St. 

Mary’s sometime in the future! 

Thank you for your generosity toward the 
friars this Christmas. We are grateful for 
your presence and your support of the 
Franciscan ministry here at St. Mary’s.  

May this New Year be filled with blessings 
for your goodness. 

 
The Friars:  Frank, John, John and John 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY 

9:00 AM—Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Prayer Room) 

Vigil Masses: 

5:00 PM—English  

7:00 PM—English 
 

SUNDAY 

7:30 AM—English 

8:45 AM—Español (livestreamed) 

9:00 AM—English (Carnevale Center)  

10:30 AM—English (livestreamed) 

10:30 AM—Children’s Liturgy*  (Carnevale Center) 

*No Children’s Liturgy on 1/9.  Please check 

social media for updates.  Thank you! 

12:00 PM—English 
 

WEEKDAYS  

8:00 AM—Monday to Friday in English (livestreamed) 

7:00 PM—Wednesday en Español (livestreamed) 
 

MASSES ONLINE AT: 

www.stmarys-pompton.org 

www.facebook.com/smcpompton 

www.youtube.com/c/stmaryspomptonlakes 

DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Confession and Adoration 

 
CONFESSIONS:  Thursdays 4:00pm to 5:00pm or call 

for an appointment.  No confessions on Saturdays.   
 

ADORATION:  The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for  
Adoration on Thursdays from 4:00pm to 5:00pm.   

 
During adoration, please maintain a reverent  

silence and appropriate social distance. 

Sunday  
Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-

7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
 

Monday   
1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 1:14-20  

 
Tuesday 

1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21-28  
 

Wednesday 
1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-

39  
 

Thursday   
1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 1:40-45  

 
Friday 

1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12  
 

Saturday  
1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 2:13-17 

 
 
 
 
 
Please call 973-835-0374 or send an email to 
smc@stmarys-pompton.org if: 

 
• your address, email address or telephone 
number has changed, and/or 
• a parishioner has been married and/or 
• a parishioner has moved. 
 
Parish records need to be current so please be 
sure to inform us of any changes as soon as 
possible.  Thank you! 

This week, the Bread and Wine 

have been donated in loving 

memory of Joseph, husband 

and father, with love from 

Betty, Dennis and Maryann.  

Please note:  our list of Christmas 

Flower Donations will continue in 

the next bulletin.  Thank you! 

Use this QR Code 

to make your 

weekly gift to the 

church! 

http://www.stmarys-pompton.org
http://www.facebook.com/smcpompton
http://www.youtube.com/c/stmaryspomptonlakes
mailto:smc@stmarys-pompton.org


PLEASE PRAY FOR: MASS INTENTIONS 
ALL THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 
Angelo, John, Ned Madsen, Ann Fagan, Bob, Eileen, Antionette, 
Keri, John, Kim, Anne Marie Michael, Lavina Bergen, Darrell 
Nolen, Danna LaRue, Travis LaRue, Kate McLaughlin, Bryan 
Klion, Sandy, Vic, Theresa Barnickel, Larry DiCoio, Brian, 
Victoria, Gerard Conrad, Timmy Davidson, Peggy Mahar, Claire 
Hargreaves, Anthony (Tony) Yodice, Joseph Beneat, Michael 
Beneat, Sheryl Urban, Tony Rodriguez, Tim Hourican, 
Providence Torres, Peter Ralph, Diane, Ed, Peter Testino, Mary 
Ellen Stevens, Bonnie Pruszynski, Brian Horwath, Peter Yoscary, 
Nancy Barcheski, The Lehr Family, Eileen Dunn, Riona, 
J. Scelsa, Mary Anne Post, Peter Gentile, Veronica Szenzenstein, 
Joanne Morgillo.   

 
 To add a loved one to the prayer list, please call the Parish Office 

at 973-835-0374.   Names for healing will be listed for 30 days. 

Please keep in your prayers those who have recently passed: 
 

MaryAnn Martino, Peter James Rodriguez,  
Joyce Maresca, Patricia Collela, Joan Gully,  

Silvia Seylaz, Mary Tarpey  

ALL THOSE WHO ARE SERVING IN HARM’S WAY: 

Lt. Jessica T. Atterbury,  PFC Nathan Hunt, CMCN Michael LeTennier, 
Joseph P. Roberts, MCS, PFC Sean Jennings, SPC Sean J. Carey, SGT 
Ryan Cronin,  Chris Sabatini, US Navy SO, David Welsh, US Navy SO 
Justin Bensinger, US Navy SO, LTJG Brian Schoenig, LCpl Michael 
Formisano III, SSG Kevin Carey, SPC Brian R. Sudol, CSM Robert 
Hammerle,  Sgt. Mark Ashley,  SGT Ryan J. Heppel, SPC Dean V.  
Lucas, LCpl Michael Vignuli,  Major Daniel J. Ciccarelli, HM Jaeson 
Henderson, Jake Shovlowsky, Cpl Justyn Shovlowsky, Captain Austin 
Canning, SSG Tiffany Thumann, 2nd LT Matthew R. Brice, TSSgt. 
Scott Miller, Capt. Krystal Thumann, Cpl F. S. Raza, Sean Flanagan, 
Capt.  Matthew W. D’Amico, USMC Lt. 1st Thomas Seneski; Sgt. An-
thony W. Gabriel; Brian Hansen, Sgt. Ashlee Quigle; Capt. Daniel M. 
Kearney, USMC; 2nd LT Emily Simone and Navy Lt. Ryan Hackett  

Monday January 10 

8:00 a.m. 
 

† Katie Miller  
† Margaret & Peter Franco  
† Gwenn Veith  

Tuesday January 11 

8:00 a.m. †George Graf (11th Ann)  

Wednesday January 12 

8:00 a.m.  
 
 
7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

† Marie Cannetti  
† Jim Croker  
† Sara Beth Vanden Assem  
People of the Parish 

Thursday January 13 

8:00 a.m. †Monica McLaughlin  

Friday January 14 

8:00 a.m. People of the Parish 

Saturday January 15 

5:00 p.m. 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 

† Helen Healy  
† Wayne Puril  
† John Rienstra  
† Barbara Giles  
† Sona Lynn Manuelian  

Sunday January 16 

7:30 a.m. 
 

† Jackie Vozzo  
† Henry Dec (1st Ann)  

8:45 a.m. (Spanish) People of the Parish  

9:00 a.m. People of the Parish 

10:30 a.m. † Marie Cannetti  

 † Stephen E. Gergely  

 † Edward Lovely  

 † Eleanor L. Afflitto  

12:00 p.m. † Joseph Carrigan  

 † Andrew Jacko  

 † Gwenn Veith  

† = Deceased, L= Living 

Reflection for the Synod 
This feast day offers the opportunity to 

reflect on our baptisms. Through Baptism 

(an unmerited gift), we are made part of the 

Body of Christ (unity) and are given the gift 

of the Holy Spirit (diversity). As such, we 

have both the right AND the responsibility 

to participate in the life and mission of the Church—including this 

synodal process that we’ve undertaken. No one ought to be excluded. 

At the same time, scandalous as it might be, the mystery of God’s 

love is made manifest for those we consider outsiders. They, too, 

ought to have a place on our synodal journey. God’s justice requires 

nothing less. God shows no partiality.  

 

As our Christmas season comes to a close, we have so many 

people to thank for making our Christmas liturgies so 

exceptional.  Our heartfelt thanks go out to: our music 

ministry for their uplifting gift of song and music; our 

outstanding team of Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Mass 

Captains, Ushers, livestreamers, and Altar Servers who 

made sure all of our liturgies were covered; our Hispanic 

Ministry for the beautiful posadas and Christmas liturgy; 

our Religious Education ministry for organizing such an 

inspirational Christmas pageant; our Knights of Columbus, 

maintenance team, volunteers and the Pompton Lakes 

Police Department for making sure the parking lot 

remained a place of peace; to Ray Vorisek and Heights 

Flower Shoppe for making our Church so beautiful; and for 

all the friars and staff who worked hard behind the scenes 

to give a fitting tribute to the King of Kings.  Thank you from 

the bottom of my heart!    --Fr Frank 
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Most needed items: 
Decaf coffee, mayonnaise, breadcrumbs, pudding cups, pancake 
mix, full size cookies and crackers, shelf stable Whole milk, self 
stable 2% milk, feminine products, tissues, toothpaste, dish deter-
gent, laundry detergent, cleaning supplies.   

All donations are requested to be dropped off in the gray van in 
the church parking lot. It is open 24/7. Please do not drop food 
 off in the Parish Office or in the Church. 

Distribution dates/times for January: 
  
Saturday, January 15th             9:30am to 3:30pm (arrive by 3:00) 
Wednesday, January 19th        4:00pm to 7:00pm (arrive by 6:30) 
Saturday, January 22nd            9:30am to 3:30pm (arrive by 3:00) 
Wednesday, January 26th        4:00pm to 7:00pm (arrive by 6:30) 
 

The Food Pantry is located at 22R (Lower level, rear) Lakeside 
Avenue, Pompton Lakes (accessible from the municipal parking 
lot) and the phone number is 973-831-4442. 

  

 
  

“Let Your Light Shine” 
 

If you have received a final request from Bishop Sweeney 

asking for your support of the 2021 Diocesan Ministries Appeal, 

please respond as your means permit. There is still time to do so 

since the 2021 Appeal funds are used to support ministries and 

programs through the end of the diocesan fiscal year on June 30, 

2022. Every gift is important so whatever you can do is a 

blessing. Please respond today. Gifts can be made by check, 

credit cards, through gifts of securities or on-line at 

www.2021appeal.org.  

 

In addition, 50% of all funds received over a parish’s goal are 

returned to the parish directly for their own pastoral needs. 

Please know that Appeal funds are used for no other purpose and 

serve only those who live in Morris, Passaic and Sussex 

counties.   

 

May God bless you for your generosity!  

COLLECTION UPDATE 
The Sunday collection for the month of December 
was $92,814.00  The breakdown is as follows: 

Sunday Collection $ 46,426.00  

Faith Direct $ 46,388.00  

Total $ 92,814.00  

Thank you for your continued generosity! 
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This new year is filled with hope and promise—opportunities 

abound to grow our vital ministries, explore new ways to share 
the good news of Christ’s love, and reflect His care and mercy 

to those in need throughout the community.  Begin the new year 
with eGiving to help sustain and build ministries in 2022 that 

reflect the promise of God’s love.   
 

We prayerfully request that you consider signing up for eGiving 
from your computer, smartphone or tablet. You can set up a 
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today by 

visiting www.faith.direct/NJ23 or text ‘Enroll’ to 973-500-6123.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of our parish family.  

The Military Assistance Pantry Ministry would like to 

thank all who took the time to cook baked ziti and/or 

brownies. The Veterans were so very appreciative! 

 

Thanks to Shop-Rite of Oakland and Wayne for donating 

loaves of bread and extra sauce to go with the dinners. 

 

Also, we would like to thank the following businesses 

whose donations made it possible to purchase Christmas 

gifts for the Veterans’ children: 

 

A and A Cafe 

ARCO, INC. 

Frank’s Pizza of Oakland 

Frank’s Pizza of Pompton Lakes 

M. John Scanlan Funeral Home 

NJM Promotions 

State Farm – Cynthia Bergen 

 

Lastly, thanks to those who helped deliver and distribute 

the meals and gifts on December 18th.  It truly was a 

community effort and a success! 

tel:973-831-4442
http://www.2021appeal.org
http://www.faith.direct/NJ23


Winter Bible Study on Luke 

St. Mary’s is pleased to 

announce a free six-week Bible 

Study on the Gospel According 

to Luke starting on Tuesday, January 11th. There will 

be both a morning and an evening section offered. 

The morning section will meet on Tuesdays, 10:00 – 

11:30 AM. The evening section will meet Tuesdays, 

7:00 – 8:30 PM. Bible group meetings will extend 

from Jan. 11th to Feb. 22nd with a break (no 

meeting) on Feb. 8th.  

 

Register on website for the class or call the parish 

office at 973-835-0374 x169, and leave your name 

and contact information.    

https://stmarys-pompton.org/adult-faith-formation 

Sun Dec 19   Bryan Ruffenach Pompton Lakes  $100.00 

Mon  Dec 20   Julioina Torres   Pompton Lakes  $50.00 

Tues  Dec 21   Patrick Kimball   Highland Lakes  $50.00 

Wed  Dec 22   Carolyn Alfano    Mahwah  $50.00 

Thur  Dec 23   Stephen Rhinesmith  Pompton Lks $50.00 

Fri  Dec 24   Richard Gorczynski   Kinnelon  $100.00 

Sat  Dec 25   Lydia Hernandez   Bergenfield  $200.00 

Congratulations to our winners for the week ending 12/25: 

CALENDAR  

RAFFLE 

Women’s Cornerstone Retreat 2022 

See our current Cornerstone team below! 
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Through the waters of Baptism, we welcome into 

the Body of Christ...Isabel Janet Bassolino! 

https://stmarys-pompton.org/adult-faith-formation


PAGE 8 

Grades 1, 2 & 5 classes will be postponed until the week of February 7, 
2022.  The decision was made due to the increased numbers of the 
COVID variant in our communities.  We want you  to know that your 
children’s health and welfare are of the utmost importance to us at St. 
Mary’s.  You will be receiving a new updated scheduled calendar by 
week January 10. 2022.  The 2nd grade will begin their preparation for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  We would welcome anyone that 
would be interested in volunteering as a teacher this session.  All 
lesson plans , activities and supplies are provided.   Please contact 
Toni Wong, Director of Religious Education at 973-835-7750, ext 102 if 
interested. 

Religious Ed:  Grades 1-5 

Religious Ed:  Grades 6-8 / Confirmation Grades 9-10 
 

GRADES 7 & Phase 1 Confirmation ONLY – Classes start the week of 
January 9th.  
 

GRADES 6-10 Virtual Workshops for January Interfaith Celebrations 
JANUARY 9TH 1PM OR JANUARY 10TH 6:30PM MAGHI – SIKH  
JANUARY 16TH 1PM TU BISHVAT - JUDAISM 
JANUARY 23RD 1PM OR JANUARY 24TH 6:30PM CHINESE NEW YEAR 
JANUARY 30TH 1PM OR JANUARY 31ST 6:30PM SETSEBUN -SHINTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES AVAILABLE! 
  

Phoenix Center Rehabilitation and Pediatrics, Haskell, NJ 

-Sunday, January 23, 2022 2-4PM 

-8 volunteers needed /3 adult chaperones  

-All volunteers must be fully vaccinated and will be given a 

rapid covid test upon entering the facility  

-Visit with senior residents to engage in conversation and play 

games  

 

Eva's Village, Paterson, NJ   

-Monday, February 21, 2022 10-2PM 

-10 volunteers requested, must be 15 years or older to attend.   

-Adult volunteer needed.   

-Volunteers will be packing to-go meals. You will be packing 

portions of protein, starch, and vegetables into containers, and 

may be wrapping and adding desserts or side dishes. 

 

Register at  https://stmarys-pompton.org/service-

opportunities.  For the health and safety of residents and vol-

unteers, all volunteers must show proof of  vaccination upon 

registration.  Please email vaccination card and any questions 

to ngeorge@stmarys-pompton.org or drop off vaccination 

record at the Parish Office attention to Nicole George.   

 Fiesta del Bautismo del Señor 

 

Hoy estamos celebrando la fiesta del bautismo del Se-
ñor en el Río Jordán por Juan Bautista y con esta fiesta 

terminamos el tiempo de la Navidad. Jesús en su Bautismo, se manifiesta 
como el Elegido, el Ungido con toda la fuerza del Espíritu, para anunciar un 
bautismo en el que el pecado sea realmente erradicado de la sociedad y del 
individuo. Jesús vivió en el Jordán una experiencia que marcó para siempre 
su vida. No se quedó ya con el Bautista. Tampoco volvió a su trabajo en la 
aldea de Nazaret. Movido por un impulso incontenible, comenzó a recorrer 

los caminos de Galilea anunciando la Buena Noticia de Dios Padre. Dios se comunica íntimamente 
con Jesús. Se oye “una voz venida del cielo: Tú eres mi hijo querido. En ti me complazco”. Lo 
esencial está dicho. Esto es lo que Jesús escucha de Dios en su interior: “Tú eres mío. Eres mi hijo. 
Tu ser está brotando de mí. Yo soy tu Padre. Te quiero entrañablemente; me llena de gozo que 
seas mi hijo; me siento feliz”. En adelante, Jesús no lo llamará con otro nombre: Abbá, Padre. De 
esta experiencia brotan dos actitudes que Jesús vivió y trató de contagiar a todos: confianza increíble 
en Dios y docilidad. Jesús confía en Dios de manera espontánea. Se abandona a él sin recelos ni cál-
culos. No vive nada de forma forzada o artificial. Confía en Dios. Se siente hijo querido. En el Bautis-
mo de Jesús se realiza la manifestación de su misión y su tarea en el mundo, predica el Reino de su 
Padre y sana a los enfermos. Nosotros por nuestro bautismo estamos llamados a continuar la misión 
de Cristo en medio de la sociedad.       Por: José Antonio Pagola

El Bautismo 

del Señor 

The Special Needs Religious Education Program for 

students planning to receive Reconciliation, First Eucharist 

or Confirmation will begin the second week of January.  
 

Any parent interested in this program, please contact 

Marie Cioletti or Daryl Lynn Hahn at 973-835-0374 x 181.   

https://stmarys-pompton.org/service-opportunities
https://stmarys-pompton.org/service-opportunities
mailto:ngeorge@stmarys-pompton.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Todos los MIERCOLES a las 8:30pm vía 
ZOOM                                             

 CODIGO DE LA REUNION                                  
893 7978 3105                                                            

CODIGO DE SEGURIDAD  878314 

 
Bautismos en español - Requisitos: 

Certificado de Nacimiento del(a) niño(a), 

padrinos y asistir a una clase antes de la 

celebración del Sacramento (padres y 

padrinos). Información: Milagros Anto. Si 

desea bautizar su hijo(a) en inglés debe 

asistir a una clase y llamar a Lynda 

973.835.5841, ext 120. 

 

DESPENSA DE LA PARROQUIA 

(FOOD PANTRY)- Nuestra despensa de 

alimentos de la iglesia de Santa María 

está abierta para atender a todos los que 

necesiten de comida en el siguiente ho-

rario: EL TERCER O CUARTO MIERCO-

LES O EL TERCER O CUARTO SABA-

DO DE CADA MES. Para más informa-

ción póngase en contacto con Milagros 

Anto, Angelina Nuci o Lourdes Huerta. 

 

 

Ministerio de Proclamadores de la 
Palabra. Por favor comunicarse con 
Lourdes Huerta (973.270.3453). Este 
Ministerio se reúne los segundos y 
cuartos lunes de 7:30pm a 9:30pm 

REZO COMUNI-

TARIO DEL 

SANTO RO-

SARIO 

MINISTERIO HISPANO  

DE SANTA MARIA 
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La Santa Misa 

en español 
 

Miércoles a las 7:00pm 

Domingos a las 8:45am 

 

Te presentamos 5 cosas que tal vez no 

sabías de este sacramento, puerta para los otros 

sacramentos, hoy que celebramos la Solemnidad del 

Bautismo del Señor.    

1.- Jesús mismo fue bautizado y el 

bautismo se inició con los Apóstoles.                                       

2.- Tiene varios nombres: Bautizar, del 

griego “baptizein”, significa “sumergir” o “introducir 

dentro del agua”.                                                    

3.- Se renueva cada año: la Iglesia celebra 

cada año en la vigilia pascual la renovación de las 

promesas del Bautismo.                                                  

4. Un no bautizado también puede 

bautizar: Dice el Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica En 

caso de necesidad, cualquier persona, incluso no 

bautizada, puede bautizar (cf CIC can. 861, § 2) si 

tiene la intención requerida y utiliza la fórmula 

bautismal trinitaria”.         

  5. Es un sello único y permanente: “El 

Bautismo imprime en el cristiano un sello espiritual 

indeleble (character) de su pertenencia a Cristo. 

Sobre el Sacramento del 

Bautismo 
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Why a Year of the Eucharist? 
 
On January 9, 2022, the Diocese of Paterson 
will inaugurate a Year of the Eucharist.  The 
purpose of this year is to promote a renewed 
appreciation, understanding, and devotion of 
the Eucharist.  This will be achieved using 
various catechetical, liturgical, and pastoral 
components on the diocesan and parish 
level.  The highlight of the Year of the 
Eucharist will be the Diocesan Eucharistic 
Congress which will be held the weekend of 
September 23-25.  The keynote speaker will 
be Archbishop Rino Fisichella, the President 
of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of 
the New Evangelization. 
 
We will have a five-week workshop on the 
Eucharist during Lent using video, audio and 
presentations. It will be an interactive format 
involving meals, fellowship on the importance 
of the Eucharist as an encounter. Stay tuned 
for more information! 



Homebound Connections Ministry 
If you or someone you know is homebound and would like 
a visit to receive the Eucharist, please contact our Parish 
Office at 973-835-0374 so we can set up a time.  Fr. John 
Alderson will be there to brighten your day!   

Altar Flowers Offering Cards 
Offering cards for altar flowers are available at the Parish 
Office. These make wonderful  remembrance gifts.  
Suggested donation is $50. 

Lost Angels Ministry 
The loss of a loved one forever changes us. When  
experiencing the tragedy of a child's death from drugs and 
alcohol, parents and loved ones often find themselves iso-
lated and confused.  
 
Lost Angels bereavement/support group offers support, 
compassion, understanding and hope to parents and loved 
ones struggling to rebuild their lives after the death of a 
child or loved one as a result of substance abuse/addiction 
and overdose.  
 
For meeting dates and times, contact Donna Andelora at  
973-713-9962 or dandelora@yahoo.com.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Prayer shawls are available and can be picked up at the 
Parish Office. The shawls can be given to celebrate a 
joyous occasion, to console those in need or to give hope 
and comfort.   

Cleaning Crew 
We are looking for volunteers to join St. Mary’s Church’s 

cleaning crew. Cleaning teams meet after the 8:00 a.m. 

Mass on Tuesday mornings to vacuum, clean and tidy up 

our worship space.  For more information, please contact 

Bernadette Nolan at nolanbern@verizon.net.    

PAGE 11 

Eucharist Bread & Wine Offering Cards  
Offering cards for the Liturgy of the Eucharist are available 

at the Parish Office. These make wonderful 

remembrance gifts. Suggested donation is $35. 
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet 
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet will be prayed in the 
church at the end of daily Mass, Monday through Friday. 

St. Mary’s Book Group 
If you enjoy reading and would like to explore and  

discuss current as well as classic works about faith, 

religion, spirituality and human connectedness, please join 

us.  You can participate in our regular, monthly  meetings 

or just join us occasionally if the book we’re discussing is 

of interest to you.  Our next selection and meeting date is: 
 

Richard Rohr’s Hope Against Darkness: The  

Transforming Vision of Saint Francis in an Age of  

Anxiety – January 13, 2022 
 

If you’d like to join us or have any questions, please contact 

Monica Coyle at mgcoyle@verizon.net. 

Hearts & Hands Crocheting & Knitting Ministry  
Volunteers of various ability (beginners to experienced) 

gather once a month to “stitch with love” baby items such 

as hats, blankets, and booties for babies in Baptismal 

Aftercare and Franciscan missions.  Patterns, yarn, and 

free lessons provided! 

 
All are welcome!  We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month in the Carnevale Center Assisi Room from  
10-11:30am and the 3rd Tuesday of each month in the 
Carnevale Center Assisi Room from 6:30-8:00pm  
 
Contact ministry leader Mary Lenoir at 973-725-3178. 

mailto:dandelora@yahoo.com
mailto:nolanbern@verizon.net
mailto:mgcoyle@verizon.net


PAGE 12 

Posadas commemorates and reenacts Mary and Joseph’s difficult 

journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of a warm place to 

stay the night. (Posadas is Spanish for “lodgings” or 

“accommodations.”).  It was an evening of prayers, songs, 

traditions, and piñatas!   



… and that’s a WRAP on Christmas 2021! 



 
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

I Hope I Am Like Him 

 

“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?” 

 

Perhaps you’ve heard this story, often attributed to the life of St. Teresa of Calcutta. A sick man asked her this question, as he mar-

veled at her tireless service to himself and others in the name of someone named Jesus Christ. 

 

“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to have answered. “But I hope I am like him.” 

 

Though the authenticity of this exchange cannot be verified, its message rings perfectly true: all the value of our stewardship lies in 

its relativity to the one in whose name we perform it. 

 

Consider the figure of John the Baptist — a magnificent, towering character even purely from a literary or historical perspective. A 

martyr who fed on wild locusts and boldly spoke truth to power — a man so great some mistook him for the Messiah. 

 

But why is he great? Because he prepared the way. All his accomplishments and escapades mean nothing if they are taken out of 

the context of salvation history. He only makes sense relative to Christ — and this is exactly as he wanted it. “One worthier than I is 

coming,” he insists. And because of that humility and that total embrace of God’s will, he is given one of the greatest honors in the 

New Testament — he baptizes the Son of God. 

 

Let’s examine our lives in the light of their relativity to Christ. How do we prepare the way? When Christ comes to us, what do we 

do? How do we leave ourselves open to be actors in God’s plan? 

 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 


