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GRATITUDE AND JOY OVER BEING A FRANCISCAN FOR TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 

About a year ago, I responded to an invitation to a jubilee mass 
and reception in honor of the friars in my province celebrating 
fifty and twenty-five years of vowed religious life. What caught 
my attention was that a couple of those friars who were silver 
jubilarians had been in the class one year ahead of me in initial 
formation. I was caught totally by surprise. That meant that me 
and my two classmates, would be celebrating our silver jubilee 
the next year. Could it really have been almost a 
quarter of a century since I became a vowed 
Franciscan? 

I professed my simple vows on May 31, 1997. To 
be exact, I started my journey with the friars two 
years before in 1995 in the Bronx as a postulant. 
The following year (1996-1997) I completed my 
novitiate in Providence, Rhode Island where I took 
my first vows. That is when Franciscan friars start 
counting their time as official members of the 
Order. I would go on to take my solemn (final) 
vows in 2001 and was ordained to the priesthood in 2002. This 
year’s golden and silver jubilarians will be honored with a mass 
and reception at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Manhattan. Being 
a silver jubilarian makes me feel a little old, but it also fills me 
with a deep sense of gratitude. 

In fact, as I reflect back on those 25 years, I would say gratitude 
and joy are the two most dominant feelings I have. In between 
simple and solemn vows, my remaining years in what we call 
post-novitiate formation (1997-2001) were growth-filled and 
grace-filled. I was in theology studies in Washington, DC 
pursuing a Master of Divinity degree. The studies were 
fascinating to me, and I enjoyed both the friar community I was 
living with and the structured academic life. During those years I 
spent two summers studying Spanish in South America (Bolivia 
and Peru) and one summer serving in a Franciscan soup kitchen 
in Philadelphia. The experience of being a foreigner in countries 
not my own, and of doing direct service to the poor helped me 
to identify with immigrants, the poor, and the marginalized. 

My last year in initial formation was spent in an internship 
position at a Franciscan parish in Anderson, South Carolina. It 
was my first time living in a small Franciscan community. We 
were three friars. Fathers David Hyman and Thomas Vigliotta 
were both amazing mentors to me. Hispanic ministry at the 
parish when I arrived there was small and minimal. I was given 
the encouragement and the opportunity to grow it. With the help 
of two bilingual Hispanic lay women, the ball started rolling and 
the Hispanic community in the parish started growing. That 
experience heightened my desire and confidence to do Hispanic 
ministry in the near future. 

My first assignment after ordination in 2002 was in Camden, 
New Jersey. The clergy sex abuse scandal in the U.S. had just 
started to erupt about the time of my solemn vows and 
ordination. Although I did not question my call to religious life 
and the priesthood at the time, I was worried going into that new 
life. I was not sure how well the faithful would accept me. Would 
I be looked at with suspicion and derision? The parishioners at 
St. Anthony’s could not have been warmer or more welcoming. I 
spent nine years in Camden. It is where I learned to be a priest. 
During my time there, Camden was one of the poorest cities in 
the U.S. with one of the highest homicide rates. However, I 

never felt unsafe. The friars and the parish were appreciated and 
valued in the local community. When I think back to those days, 
besides my presiding at liturgies, the ministry that had the 
biggest impact on me was teaching English as a New Language 
(ENL). It is what I call “fun work”. It also helped me to develop a 
lot of relationships. 

In 2011 I was transferred to Mt. Irenaeus, a 
Franciscan retreat site in western NY State. I went 
from living in the inner-city to living in the woods. 
Part of that assignment was also doing campus 
ministry at nearby St. Bonaventure University. 
The friars had a very intentional community of 
living, serving, praying and doing ministry 
together. The strong spirit of collaborative 
ministry helped me to develop more as a team 
player. 

After three years at the Mountain, I was asked by 
my provincial to head south to the Catholic Center at the 
University of Georgia. With three years of campus ministry 
under my belt it was a natural fit to be among the students of 
UGA. The campus was so much larger than the previous one I 
had served on. It was like a city unto itself. On the same street as 
the Catholic Center, extending for several blocks, were several 
other Christian and non-Christian campus ministry centers. One 
of the most enjoyable experiences of my time at UGA was 
collaborating on events with students and campus ministers of 
many different religious backgrounds. It gave me a deeper 
appreciation for ecumenism. 

My last three years in Georgia were spent at St. Peter Claver 
Church in Macon. I served alongside one other friar in a diverse 
ministry setting. Part of my ministry was serving as chaplain in 
the parish’s elementary and middle schools. I was also a chaplain 
in the nearby Mount de Sales Academy which was a combined 
Catholic middle school and high school. In the same day I would 
sometime go from visiting pre-school children to high school 
seniors. Learning how to communicate the Gospel to children 
only helped me to be more well-rounded as a preacher and 
teacher of the faith. 

In September of 2020 I arrived at my current assignment as a 
parish priest in St. Mary’s Church. Although I came during a time 
when the COVID pandemic was still strong and every other pew 
in the church was roped off, I began to acclimate quickly. The 
spirit of the parish was and is infectious (no pun intended) in the 
best kind of way. People are very involved in the parish. In 
addition to the plentiful sacramental ministry opportunities, I 
have been blessed to be a part of small groups such as Bible 
studies in English and Spanish and social justice and to teach the 
baptismal prep class to parents. Living in a slightly larger friar 
community than when I was in the south and having other 
nearby Franciscan houses has been a great support to my 
fraternal needs as a friar called to community life.  

In all, looking back on my 25 years as a vowed Franciscan has 
made me ever more aware of the multitude of blessings God has 
poured into my life. The gratitude and joy continue to swell 
within me. 

—Father John Coughlin, OFM 





FRANCISCAN FRIARS SERVING YOU 
Fr. John Aherne, OFM, x139  jaherne@stmarys-pompton.org 
Fr. John Alderson, OFM   rochester14220@gmail.com 
Fr. John Coughlin, OFM, x169  jcoughlin@stmarys-pompton.org 
Br. Luis Rosado, OFM, x106            lrosado@stmarys-pompton.org 
Deacon Tom Kimak  tkimak@aeciusa.com 
 
MISSION & MINISTRY 
Anne Silversey, x108   anne@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  973.835.7750  
Toni Wong, x102 Grades 1 to 6    twong@stmarys-pompton.org 
Cathy Feld, x103  
Grades 7 & 8, Confirmation   cfeld@stmarys-pompton.org  
Debbie Borroto, x130  
Admin. Asst./ Local Youth Protection/  
  Safe Environment Coordinator  debbie@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY 
Marie Cioletti, x181   mcioletti@stmarys-pompton.org  
Daryl Lynn Hahn, 181   dhahn@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY  
Trevor George, x117   tgeorge@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
HISPANIC MINISTRY  
Milagros Anto, x103   miliorange@msn.com 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY  
Craig & Dorothy Limey, x158  cdlimey@stmarys-pompton.org 
Carrie Stewart, x192  cstewart@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Food Pantry 973-831-4442            foodpantry@stmarys-pompton.org 
Military Assistance Pantry  
                                   militaryassistancepantry@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
PASTORAL MINISTRY 
Dr. Pamela Hall, 973-835-6337 Pathways Counseling Center 
Clare Russo, x113, Stephen Ministry, clarerusso@hotmail.com 
 
FACILITIES AND OPERATIONS  
Keith Orotosky, x145   korotosky@stmarys-pompton.org 
Phillip Epstein, x140   pepstein@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
BUSINESS  
Jill Whitney, x122   jwhitney@stmarys-pompton.org  
Mike Cunningham,  x107        mcunningham@stmarys-pompton.org 
Kari Nixon, x120    knixon@stmarys-pompton.org 
 
RECEPTIONISTS 
Lynda Rogalski    lrogalski@stmarys-pompton.org 
Beth Burke   bburke@stmarys-pompton.org 

 

              Follow us on Social Media! 
   

 https://www.facebook.com/smcpompton 

 

 

https://instagram.com/

stmaryspomptonlakes?igshid=75tb9mkcychl  

 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
 

eGiving is a way to simplify your giving and provide 

steady, consistent support that helps us be ready with 

programs, services and ministries for our church 

families and for those in our community.  You can set 

up a recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign 

up today by visiting www.faith.direct/NJ23 or text 

‘Enroll’ to 973-500-6123 or use the QR code above.  

Thank you for your continued generous support of our 

parish family.  

 
 
 
 

Please call 973-835-0374 or send an email to 
smc@stmarys-pompton.org if: 

 

• your address, email address or telephone number has 
changed, and/or 
• a parishioner has been married and/or 
• a parishioner has moved. 
 

Parish records need to be current so please be sure to 
inform us of any changes as soon as possible.   

Thank you! 

COLLECTION UPDATE 
The weekly collection for the month  

of August was $99,251.71. 
The breakdown is as follows: 

Sunday Collection $54,370.71  

Faith Direct $44,881.00  

Total $99,251.71 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY 
9:00 AM—Liturgy of the Word with Communion 

(Prayer Room) 

Vigil Masses: 

5:00 PM—English  

7:00 PM—English 
 

SUNDAY 
7:30 AM—English 

8:45 AM—Español (livestreamed) 

9:00 AM—English (Carnevale Center)  

10:30 AM—English (livestreamed) 

10:30 AM—Children’s Liturgy (Carnevale Center) 

12:00 PM—English 
 

WEEKDAYS  
8:00 AM—Monday-Friday in English (livestreamed) 

7:00 PM—Wednesday en Español (livestreamed) 
 

MASSES ONLINE AT: 
www.stmarys-pompton.org 

www.facebook.com/smcpompton 

www.youtube.com/c/stmaryspomptonlakes 

DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Confession and Adoration 

 

CONFESSION:  Thursdays 4:00pm to 5:00pm (or call for an 

appointment).  There are no confessions on Saturdays. 

 

ADORATION:  The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for 

Adoration on Thursdays from 4:00pm to 5:00pm. 

During adoration, please maintain a reverent silence. 

Sunday  

Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 

16:10-13  

Monday   

Prv 3:27-34/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Lk 8:16-18  

Tuesday 

Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44/Lk 8:19-21  

Wednesday 

Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13  

Thursday   

Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc/Lk 9:7-9  

Friday 

Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4/Lk 9:18-22  

Saturday  

Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17/Lk 9:43b-

45  

This week, the Bread & Wine have been 

donated in in loving memory of  

Marino Piccinich from his son,  

Anthony Piccinich.  

 

Please join us on Sundays 

at 10:30am in the 

Carnevale Center! 

 

 

 

 
 

Are you a good listener? 

Do you have the gift of compassion? 

Is God calling you to reach out to someone in need? 
 

Be a part of a caring community and experience God 

working through you to help others.  We invite you to 

prayerfully explore Stephen Ministry. 

 

Our next Stephen Ministry Formation Class starts 10/27. 

 

For more info contact Bill Moen, Training Coordinator, at 

bill@themoengroup.net. 

EVERYONE IS INVITED FOR 

COFFEE & DONUTS 
Sunday Sept. 18th 

9:30am-12:00pm, in the courtyard 

 

*Stop by before or after Mass* 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR... MASS INTENTIONS 

...THOSE SERVING IN HARM’S WAY 

Lt. Jessica T. Atterbury,  PFC Nathan Hunt, CMCN Michael 
LeTennier, Joseph P. Roberts, MCS, PFC Sean Jennings, SPC Sean 
J. Carey, SGT Ryan Cronin,  Chris Sabatini, US Navy SO, David 
Welsh, US Navy SO Justin Bensinger, US Navy SO, LTJG Brian 
Schoenig, LCpl Michael Formisano III, SSG Kevin Carey, SPC 
Brian R. Sudol, CSM Robert Hammerle,  Sgt. Mark Ashley,  SGT 
Ryan J. Heppel, SPC Dean V. Lucas, LCpl Michael Vignuli,  Major 
Daniel J. Ciccarelli, HM Jaeson Henderson, Sgt. Justyn 
Shovlowsky, Captain Austin Canning, SSG Tiffany Thumann, 2nd 
LT Matthew R. Brice, TSSgt. Scott Miller, Capt. Krystal Thumann, 
Cpl F. S. Raza, Sean Flanagan, Capt.  Matthew W. D’Amico, USMC 
Lt. 1st Thomas Seneski; Sgt. Anthony W. Gabriel; Brian Hansen, 
Sgt. Ashlee Quigle; Capt. Daniel M. Kearney, USMC; 2nd LT Emily 
Simone and Navy Lt. Ryan Hackett, Tracie Kasko, LSS2 Gavin 
Pagano. 

Monday September 19 

8:00 a.m. † Anne Marie Conklin  

Tuesday September 20 

8:00 a.m. † Henry Pena (1st Ann)  

Wednesday September 21 

8:00 a.m.  
 
7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 

People of the Parish 
 
People of the Parish 

Thursday September 22 

8:00 a.m. † Lucila Aragon Rodriguez  
† Jack L. Haden  

Friday September 23 

8:00 a.m. † People of the Parish  

Saturday September 24 

5:00 p.m. 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 

† Mary McConville  
† Michael Brandl (9th Ann.)  
 
† Lori Colella  

Sunday September 25 

7:30 a.m. † Jessica Covino (5th Ann.)  
† Jacob Van Loon  
† Robert Duffy  
† Michael Reformat (Birthday)  
 

8:45 a.m. (Spanish) People of the Parish 

9:00 a.m. (CC) People of the Parish 
 

10:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
10:30 a.m. (CC) 

† Thomas D. Cooper  
† Nancy Luzzi  
† Rev. John Catoir  
† Edward Loftus  
 
People of the Parish 

12:00 p.m. † Concetta Riggiola  
† Beatrice Schiavone  
† Peter Guerra  
 

† = Deceased, L= Living 

 

 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY PASSED: 

Elvira Guerrero, Dianne Pedelaborde, Frank Vivino  

...THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
 

Angelo, John, Amy Kovach, Ruth McKernan, Claire & John 

Hargreaves, Lila & Sophia Laborsky, Bob, Dennis, Riona, Robbie 

Vasquez, Ron Kelemen, Ann Fagan, Anne Burke, Eileen, Bill 

Scheidemann, Alexa Paradiso. 
 

To add a loved one to the prayer list, please call the Parish Office at 

973-835-0374.   Names are kept on the list for 30 days unless we are 

notified otherwise.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. John Coughlin will be facilitating a free Bible Study 

on the Book of Exodus this fall for six weeks. There will 

be a morning section and an evening section. The 

morning section will meet on Tuesdays from 10:00 – 

11:30 AM, Sept. 20th to Oct. 25th. The evening section 

will meet from 7:00 – 8:30 PM on five Tuesdays from 

Sept. 20th to Oct. 25th and one Thu. evening, Oct. 

13th. The evening section will not meet on Oct. 4th. 

The morning section will meet in the Banta Room of 

the Carnevale Center. The evening section will meet in 

the Bonaventure Room of the school.   
 

Register at https://stmarys-pompton.org/adult-faith-

formation or call Fr John at 973-835-0374 x 169.   

We are sad to announce that 

Doña Elvirita Guerrero left to 

meet our Lord on the afternoon 

of Monday, September 5.  A 

long-time sacristan for our 

Hispanic Masses and a leader 

in our community, Elvirita 

leaves behind a legacy of 

honesty, strength, resilience, 

simplicity, and her 

indescribable experience of 

faith in community. May her 

soul, and the souls of all the 

faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace.   

https://stmarys-pompton.org/adult-faith-formation
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Bishop Sweeney is pleased to announce the premier 

event of the diocesan Year of the Eucharist, inviting all 

parishioners to attend the Eucharistic Congress on 

September 24 and 25 at the Cathedral in Paterson. 

Several events in both English and Spanish will feature 

prayer, community, and talks 

from Archbishop Rino Fishichella, 

Pro-Prefect of the Dicastery for 

Evangelization at the Vatican. For 

a full schedule of events and to 

register, visit https://rcdop.org/

year-of-the-eucharist. 

Prayer for the Eucharistic Congress 
 

Lord Jesus, who in the Eucharist 

makes your dwelling among us, 

gather your children, 

feed us with your Body and Blood, 

and become our travel companion. 

Grant that this time of the preparation 

and the celebration of the Eucharistic Congress 

would serve the spiritual renewal of our diocese, 

parishes, and families. 

Send us your Holy Spirit, so that we may better 

appreciate and recognize the gift of Your Real 

Presence in the Eucharist 

and respond with a renewed commitment 

to proclaim in word and deed the Good News. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 

Inflation has caused a greater need among our 
shoppers.  Can you help? 

 

Most needed items: 
Canned hams, Dinty Moore Beef Stew, canned chicken, 
Spam, Chef Boy R Dee, Progresso soups, pasta sauce [in jars], 
vegetable oil, decaf coffee [brewed], instant coffee [regular 
and decaf], tuna fish [canned], mushrooms [canned], baked 
beans, Rice a Roni, spaghetti and other pastas, mayonnaise, 
pudding cups, full size cookies, full size crackers, shelf stable 
milk [whole and 2%], salad dressing, tissues, paper towels, 
paper napkins, deodorant, shampoo, dish detergent, laundry 
detergent, cleaning supplies 
 

The Food Pantry is located at 22R (Lower level, rear) 
Lakeside Avenue, Pompton Lakes (accessible from the 

municipal parking lot) and the phone number is 973-831-
4442.  All donations are requested to be dropped off in the 

shed directly behind the church. It is open 24/7.  
 

Please do not drop food off in the  
Parish Office or in the Church. 

 

NO CLOTHING DONATIONS PLEASE 

FOOD PANTRY 

Upcoming Food Pantry distribution dates/times: 
 Wednesday, September 21  4:00pm to 7:00pm (arrive by 6:30) 
 Saturday, September 24       9:30am to 3:30pm (arrive by 3:00) 
 Wednesday, September 28  4:00pm to 7:00pm (arrive by 6:30) 
 Saturday, October 15           9:30am to 3:30pm (arrive by 3:00) 
 Wednesday, October 19      4:00pm to 7:00pm (arrive by 6:30) 
 Saturday, October 22           9:30am to 3:30pm (arrive by 3:00) 
 Wednesday, October 26      4:00pm to 7:00pm (arrive by 6:30) 

 

RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults. It is a process for adults who wish to become 

full members of the Catholic Church, by receiving the 

Sacrament of Baptism and/or Eucharist, and/or 

confirmation.   

 

St. Mary’s will be starting our RCIA 2022-2023 program 

at the end of October.  If you or anyone you know is 

interested in joining the program or learning more 

about it, please contact Monica Coyle at 

mgcoyle@verizon.net.  

We look forward to hearing from you.  

 

The friars give thanks to God for 

their brother,  

James LaGrutta, OFM  

who professed solemn vows on 

Saturday, August 27th.  May God 

bless him and his ministry in the 

years ahead! 

https://rcdop.org/year-of-the-eucharist
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Through the waters of Baptism, we welcome 

into the Body of Christ... 

Mila Belle Bruce 

Olivia Shea Blakeman 

Congratulations and may God bless... 

Kate Avino  
and  

Jake Smith 

Jennifer 
Tomsey 

and  
Gavin 

Mooney 



ELL Teachers Needed 
 

Our ELL ministry is seeking an English teacher for 

intermediate level students.  The position would be volunteer 

and would require your time on Tuesday or Wednesday 

evenings for an hour each semester.  There is also a need for 

substitute teachers.   

Please see link below for more information or contact Anne 

Silversey at anne@stmarys-pompton.org.   

 

ELL Classes / Clases de Inglés 

English Language Learning Classes for adults new to the 

United States will begin week of September 13th and 

end December 17th.  Adult immigrants from all countries are 

welcome to attend. 
 

Fall Semester:  September 13th to December 17th 2022 
 

WHEN:   Tuesdays from 6:00 - 7:00pm 

  Wednesdays from 6:00 - 7:00pm 

  Saturdays from 8:00 - 9:00am 

WHERE:  Carnevale Center, Pompton Lakes, NJ 

REGISTER:   https://stmarys-pompton.org/ell 
 

If you need information, contact Brother Luis Rosado, Father 

John Coughlin or Milagros Anto.  You can also call or leave a 

text message at 201-841-0269 or email 

miliorange@gmail.com. 

 

Las clases de aprendizaje del idioma inglés para adultos 

nuevos en los Estados Unidos comenzarán la semana del 13 

de septiembre y terminarán el 17 de diciembre. Los 

inmigrantes adultos de todos los países pueden asistir.   
 

Ciclo de Otoño: del 13 de septiembre al 17 de diciembre de 

2022 
 

¿Cuándo? martes de 6:00 a 7:00pm 

  miercoles de 6:00 a 7:00pm 

   sabados de 8:00 a 9:00am 

¿Dónde?  Carnevale Centro, Pompton Lakes, NJ  
 

Si necesita información, comuníquese con el hermano Luis 

Rosado, el padre John Coughlin o Milagros Anto. También 

puede llamar o dejar un mensaje de texto al 201-841-0269 o 

enviar un correo electrónico a miliorange@gmail.com.  

DRIVERS NEEDED 
Our Food Pantry is in need of drivers for the parish box 

truck!  Time commitment is just a few hours, once or 

twice a week.  Regular driver’s license required and an 

excellent driving record.  Must be comfortable driving 

the box truck.  Contact Phil Epstein for more 

information at pepstein@stmarys-pompton.org. 

SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY 
The Special Needs Ministry is looking for volunteers to work 

with people with intellectual disabilities by baking and 

packaging dog biscuits.    
 

 The Special Needs Ministry is also looking for a kitchen 

manager to work with our special needs adults in our kitchen 

making and packaging dog biscuits.  
 

For more detailed information, please contact Marie Cioletti 

at 973-289-9613 or mcioletti@stmarys-pompton.org.   

 

 

 

 

Support St. Mary’s Parish through AmazonSmile! 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 

support St. Mary’s Parish through your amazon 

purchases, at no cost to you. When you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low 

prices, vast selection and convenient shopping 

experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 

Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to 

your favorite charitable organization—in this case, St. 

Mary’s Parish!   

 

Simply go to www.amazonsmile.com, select “Our Lady 

of the Assumption” in Pompton Lakes as your charity, 

and shop away. A portion of your purchases gets 

donated to us. For more information, please visit 

amazonsmile.com.  

mailto:anne@stmarys-pompton.org
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Grades 3 & 4 religious education classes start the 
week of September 19th. 

 
Schedule for 2022– 23 FALL SESSION  

(September 19 through December 15, 2022) 
Grade 3 Monday or Wednesday 4:00 - 5:15p.m.  
 Grade 4 Tuesday or Thursday 4:00 - 5:15 p.m. 

 
All classes are held at the Carnevale Center. 

Parents please plan to come in with your child on 
the first day of class. 

 
If you have not registered your child/children 
please go to St Mary’s website and follow the 

instructions. 
 

www.stmarys-pompton.org/religious-education-1 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GRADES 1-5 

St. Mary's Food Pantry 

Our friends over at the Food Pantry are looking for a group of 

helping hands to assist them on Wednesdays 4-7pm and 

Saturdays 9:30am-12:30pm & 12:30-3:30pm. 

This is a great opportunity for those needing service hours! 

Dates needed are 9/21, 9/28, 10/15, 10/19, 10/22, and 

10/26. 

 

BASS Animal Rescue 

260 Margaret King Avenue, Ringwood, NJ  

October 20th, 3:30-5pm 

If you love cuddly, playful pups then please don't miss out on 

our BASS service dates! You will be spending time socializing 

with the dogs by taking them on walks and giving them lots 

of love- please wear appropriate clothing, you may get a little 

dirty.   

 

www.stmarys-pompton.org/service-opportunities 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

World Youth Day 2023 in  

Lisbon and Fatima 
 

July 28 to August 7, 2023 
 

Visit https://www.boldym.com/WYD 

or scan the QR code for more 

information!  

http://www.stmarys-pompton.org/religious-education-1
http://www.stmarys-pompton.org/service-opportunities
https://www.boldym.com/WYD


Homebound Connections Ministry 
If you or someone you know is homebound and would like a 
visit to receive the Eucharist, please contact our Parish Office 
at 973-835-0374 so we can set up a time.  Fr. John 
Alderson will be there to brighten your day!   

Lost Angels Bereavement Ministry 
The loss of a loved one forever changes us. When  
experiencing the tragedy of a child's death from drugs and 
alcohol, parents and loved ones often find themselves isolated 
and confused.  Lost Angels bereavement/support group offers 
support, compassion, understanding and hope to parents and 
loved ones struggling to rebuild their lives after the death of a 
child or loved one as a result of substance abuse/addiction 
and overdose. For meeting dates and times, contact Donna 
Andelora at 973-713-9962 or dandelora@yahoo.com.  

Cleaning Crew 
We are looking for volunteers to join St. Mary’s Church’s 

cleaning crew. Cleaning teams meet at 9am on Tuesday 

mornings to vacuum, clean and tidy up our worship space.  

For more information, please contact Bernadette Nolan at 

nolanbern@verizon.net.    

Hearts & Hands Crocheting & Knitting Ministry  
Volunteers of various ability (beginners to experienced) 

gather once a month to “stitch with love” baby items for 

babies in Baptismal Aftercare and Franciscan missions.  

Patterns, yarn, and free lessons provided!  All are welcome!  

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month in the Carnevale 

Center Assisi Rm from 10-11:30am and the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month in the Carnevale Center Assisi Rm from 6:30-

8:00pm.  Contact Mary Lenoir at 973-725-3178. 

Women of Prayer and Spirit  
A group of women who meet monthly to discuss one chapter 

of a book and to pray for the intentions members bring to the 

group.  We meet via zoom on the first Tuesday of each month 

from 7:00-8:30.  Women of Prayer and Spirit reflects the early 

church when Christians met in small groups to pray, to inspire, 

and to be inspired by other Christians.  If you would like to 

join this group, please email Jean Barkovitz 

jbarkovitz1009@gmail.com. 

Women’s Faith Reflections  
We meet on Wednesdays from 10 -11:30 a.m. in the 

Carnevale Center.  We use the Lector books to reflect on the 

upcoming Sunday readings for Mass.  Fr John Alderson aids 

us in our discussions.  There is no registration needed.  We 

will resume meetings on 9/14 at 9:45am.   

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Prayer shawls can be picked up at the Parish Office. The 
shawls can be given to celebrate a joyous occasion, to 
console those in need or to give hope and comfort.   

St. Mary’s Book Group 
If you enjoy reading and would like to explore and discuss current as 

well as classic works about faith, religion, spirituality and human 

connectedness, please join us.  For questions, please contact Monica 

Coyle at mgcoyle@verizon.net. 

St. Mary’s Active Seniors 
We meet the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month at 11:30am in 

the Carnevale Center.  Anyone 55 and over is welcome to join 

us.  Questions? Contact Rose Ann Estep at rose-

aestep@yahoo.com 

Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet 
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet will be prayed in the 
church at the end of daily Mass, Monday through Friday. 

Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Ministers are lay congregation members trained to 

provide one-to-one care to those experiencing a difficult 

time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or 

terminal illness, or relocation.  If you would like to become a 

Stephen Minister—or think you or someone you love might 

benefit from having a Stephen Minister accompany you 

through a difficult time in life—please call us at 973-835-

0374 x 113. 

Meals With Love!   
St Mary’s has joined with NJ Buddies to provide home 

cooked meals for 8 people living with HIV/AIDS. We have 

offered to take the 4th Tuesday of each month and are 

looking for 12 people to each take a month.  Contact Peggy 

Turpan at Peggyturpan@gmail.com. 

St. Mary’s Original Seniors 
We meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 

11:30am in the Carnevale Center.  Pompton Lakes residents 

55+ are welcome to join us.  Contact Anne Marie Michael at 

862-248-7967. 

Centering Prayer 
Do you find yourself a little more stressed or overly 

concerned lately with things in your life and things going on 

in the world?  Thankfully there is a solution...meditation.  Our 

Centering Prayer group meets every Tuesday in the 

Carnevale Center library at 7 pm.  Come join us in the silence 

of God and experience the gift of silence.  You only need to 

bring yourself.  If you have any questions please feel free to 

call Steve at 201-981-2622.  Peace. 

NEW!  MORE THAN EVER MINISTRY 
 

In the US, family estrangement affects 1 in 4 adults.  MORE 

THAN EVER offers a place of compassionate support, 

understanding, and hope for the heartbreak and frustration of 

being an alienated parent/grandparent.  Dates for the first of 

the monthly meetings are:  September 22, October 20, 

November 17, December 15 2-3:30pm, Bonaventure Room, 

(behind the Parish office).  Contact Veronica Picone at 

seewhatis@msn.com for more information.   

mailto:dandelora@yahoo.com
mailto:nolanbern@verizon.net
mailto:jbarkovitz1009@gmail.com
mailto:mgcoyle@verizon.net
mailto:roseaestep@yahoo.com
mailto:roseaestep@yahoo.com
mailto:Peggyturpan@gmail.com
mailto:seewhatis@msn.com


 

 

 

 

 

Si deseas que Nuestra Morenita visite tu hogar ponte en 

contacto con Angelina Nuci después de nuestra misa 

dominical o escríbele al siguiente correo electrónico: 

angehannuci@yahoo.com. Cada domingo en misa con la 

bendición de nuestra comunidad; “Nuestra Señora de 

Guadalupe” es enviada a visitar cada familia que así lo 

requiere.   

Bautismos en español - Requisitos: Certificado de 

Nacimiento del(a) niño(a), padrinos y asistir a una 

clase antes de la celebración del Sacramento (padres 

y padrinos). Información: Milagros Anto o con el 

Hermano Luis Rosado. Si desea bautizar su hijo(a) en 

inglés debe asistir a una clase y llamar a Lynda 973-

835-5841, ext 120. 
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MINISTERIO HISPANO  

DE SANTA MARIA 

La Santa Misa  

en español 
 

 

Miércoles a las 7:00pm 

 

Domingos a las 8:45am 

 

 

En la iglesia Principal 

Ministerio de Proclamadores de la Palabra. 

Por favor comunicarse con Lourdes Huerta (973-

270-3453).  Este Ministerio se reunirá el lunes 10 

de octubre de 7:30pm a 9:30pm en el salón 201 

del centro Carnevale.  

A tomar en cuenta:        
                           

1. Orar al Santísimo es un momento de intimidad, de 
confianza y de amistad con Dios. Tendremos 

exposición al Santísimo después de la misa en español 
el miércoles 21 de septiembre. Por otro lado, si 

conoces a alguien que por motivos de enfermedad u 
otros no pueda comulgar déjele saber al Padre John o 

al hermano Luis Rosado para visitarle.                                  
 

2.  Las inscripciones para la Primera Comunión y 
RICA están abiertas. Puede hablar con el Padre John 
Coughlin, el hermano Luis Rosado, Angelina Nuci o 

Milagros Anto después de la misa dominical de 
8:45am. También, puede enviar un correo electrónico 

a miliorange@gmail.com.                                                                                                   
 

3. FIESTA DE LA HISPANIDAD 
 

FECHA: SABADO; PRIMERO DE OCTUBRE 

LUGAR: CENTRO CARNAVALE(10 LENOX AVE) 

Esta actividad tiene como principal objetivo recaudar 

fondos para ayudar a la Casa de Don Paco, en 

Mexicali; México. Este un asilo donde los frailes 

franciscanos mexicanos trabajan con mucha caridad 

para dar dignidad, comida y hospedaje a ancianos que 

son abandonados. Esperamos contar con su 

colaboración. Cada entrada es una donación de 20 

dólares. Habrá música de banda y DJ y también 

estaremos vendiendo comida y otros. Apoyemos esta 

bonita causa porque nuestro trabajo y donaciones 

harán felices a muchos corazones. Todos están 

invitados niños menores de 13 años no pagan. 

Visita de “Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe” 

a tu hogar. 

mailto:angehannuci@yahoo.com
mailto:miliorange@gmail.com


Doña Elvirita como la llamábamos cariñosamente es un ejemplo de vida 

cristiana porque siempre dedicó su vida a poner en práctica las enseñanzas de 

Jesús. Desde su praxis nos enseñó que todos debemos poner en acción nuestra 

misión de bautizados, la cual debe estar siempre al servicio de Dios y de los 

demás.  Esta gran mujer, Elvira Guerrero, nació en el Salvador el 15 de 

septiembre de 1933. Como la gran mayoría de nosotros en nuestro Ministerio 

Hispano llegó muy joven a Los Estados Unidos en busca de mejores 

oportunidades de vida para brindar a los suyos. Desde su condición de 

inmigrante, como todos nosotros tuvo que trabajar mucho para salir adelante, 

pero a pesar de todo ella nunca dejó de esforzarse para dar lo mejor de sí misma 

a su familia como a las comunidades cristianas católicas donde sirvió.   En nuestra parroquia de Santa 

María desde el 2003; ella tuvo una participación responsable y ejemplar en toda la vida de nuestro 

Ministerio Hispano especialmente en las actividades litúrgicas ya que siempre puso al servicio de Dios 

todos sus talentos con alegría, generosidad y solidaridad.   Estamos muy tristes porque Doña Elvirita 

Guerrero partió al encuentro de nuestro Señor la tarde del pasado lunes 5 de septiembre. Ella nos deja un 

legado de honestidad, amistad sin límites, fortaleza, resiliencia, sencillez, su compromiso cristiano y su 

indescriptible experiencia de fe en comunidad. Ella estará siempre en nuestros corazones. Que brille para 

ella siempre la luz perpetua. Expresamos nuestras profundas condolencias a sus hijas y a su familia en estos 

momentos difíciles. Nuestra oración está con todos ellos. Descansa en paz Doña Elvirita. 

Doña Elvira Guerrero, ejemplo de vida cristiana. 


