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Long ago when the priesthood was just a youthful fantasy, I used to daydream about what I 

would do as a priest.  I dreamt about preaching homilies, celebrating Mass, hearing confessions, 

being a kind of resource for people about spiritual questions and a minister of God’s grace to 

those seeking healing and reconciliation.  In my naiveté, I didn’t foresee all the messy details of 

parochial existence—balancing budgets, maintaining facilities, attending innumerable 

interminable meetings, answering angry letters and irate phone calls, and so forth.  Perhaps it 

was providential ignorance, because if I’d known better, I might have been scared away!  But 

there was one aspect of priesthood that I knew about which absolutely positively repulsed me:  

and that was raising money.  How I learned of it, I can’t remember, but fundraising was one of 

those tasks that I sincerely hoped I would never, ever have to do.  Part of my reluctance was 

because I saw a fundraiser as a kind of salesman, a guy who’s good at getting people to spend 

their money on his product; given my reserved and earnest temperament, I knew advertising and 

marketing was never going to be my trump suit.  Another hesitation came from a fear that the 

dynamic of raising money can warp the relationship between a pastor and his flock: 

 it could make him feel beholden to those who give the most and averse to those who give the 

least.  And yet another reservation was that priests asking for money resemble those notorious 

televangelists who exploit the ministry for financial gain.   

 

At this point, I should add that our parishes have an extensive system of checks and balances to 

protect against financial dishonesty.  Every collection is counted by a team of parishioners; the 

finance councils in each parish, composed of parishioners, receive a finance report at every 

bimonthly meeting and review the budget every year; only the pastor and one member of the 

finance council can sign checks, while the monthly bank statements are reviewed by the parish 

bookkeeper; finally, every few years an independent auditor reviews the financial documentation 

and accounting practices to make sure that everything is being done right.  So people should 

know that the pastor isn’t going to enrich himself personally with funds given to the church.   

 

With all that being said, having been in ministry over a decade and having worked on a major 

capital campaign, I can honestly say that I still hate asking for money.  In fact, I don’t even like 

talking about the subject.  But you know what, the Lord himself did talk about money.  Today’s 

gospel is only one example.  He warned his followers that they couldn’t serve both God and 

mammon, that is, money.  He told his disciples to store up treasure in heaven by using their 

money to assist the poor.  He commended the impoverished widow for giving of her sustenance 

to support the temple.  Conversely, he warned that those who refuse material assistance to the 

unfortunate risked eternal damnation.  And so we ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ have to 

talk about money too.   

 

 The enigmatic parable in today’s gospel is instructive.  It’s memorable because the protagonist, 

the hero, if you will, is a crook.  This steward was a kind of middleman between a rich fellow 

and his debtors.  And this unscrupulous middleman got caught and was going to get the ax.  And 

so he had the brilliant inspiration to ingratiate himself with the debtors by letting them, let us say, 

renegotiate their loans; that is, he permitted them to write new, reduced promissory notes.  In this 

way, the clever steward made friends who would help him out after his dismissal.   

 



The lesson to be learned from this parable is about the right attitude to be adopted toward 

pecuniary resources and right use of them.  Like the steward of the parable, we should realize 

that all our wealth is going to be taken away from us some day; and we’re going to live in a new 

mode of existence in which this world’s financial means won’t be at our disposal.  Instead, the 

way we live in the hereafter will depend a lot on how we used our money in the here and now.  If 

we are to be at least as wise as the cunning guy in today’s gospel, we should use what we have to 

build a good relationship with God by supporting the growth of his kingdom and meeting the 

needs of the less fortunate.  As the Lord says, let’s make friends for ourselves with dishonest 

wealth, so that when it fails, we’ll be welcomed into eternal dwellings!   


