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Where did the feast of 

Divine Mercy come 
from? 

Answer: 

If you were born well before the 
year 2000, you know the feast 
of Divine Mercy has not always 

been celebrated in the Church. 
In the early 1900s, a young 
Polish nun began receiving 

private revelations. Jesus 
appeared to her during her 
times of prayer, speaking a 

message of mercy and love for 
the world. She received a set of 
prayers — the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet — and the request to 
have a feast day established to 
remind the Church of the mercy 

of God. St. Faustina died in 
1938, on the cusp of war and in 

the midst of one of the most 
violent centuries in the history 
of the world. 

Her story and her diaries began 
circulating in Poland and 

beyond. It quickly became 
apparent that this was a holy 
young women, and the cause for 
her canonization opened. In the 
year 2000, she was canonized 
by the first-ever Polish pope, St. 

John Paul II. On her 
canonization day, he 
established the second Sunday 
of Easter as Divine Mercy 
Sunday, “a perennial invitation 
to the Christian world to face, 

with confidence in divine 
benevolence, the difficulties and 
trials that mankind with 
experience in the years to 
come.” 
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Though regularly scheduled Masses are not being 
celebrated at our 3 parish locations, they are 
continuing to be celebrated daily by Father Ward 
and Father Jim at the Friary.  Scheduled Mass 
intentions will continue to be celebrated as 
scheduled.  Below are this weeks Mass intentions: 

Saturday within the Octave of Easter, April 18 
 Dean Schnur by Family 
 Art Limbacher & Donna Trettel by Families 

2nd Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19 
 Agnes Osche by Family 
 John Yenick by Theresa Cox & Family 
 Paul Cypher by Joanne Meehan  
 Parishioners of St. John, St. Joseph and St. Mary Parishes 

Monday, April 20 - Vi Collins by Bus & Joanie Neigh 

Tuesday, April 21- John Burke by Steve & Dixie Mennor 
Wednesday,  April 22–Helen Cypher by Dennis & Vicci Russell 
Thursday, April 23 -  Tom Angert by R. C. Men’s Club 
Friday, April 24 -Judith Swarmer by Sue Georgic Family 
Saturday, April 25 -  Helen Cypher by Glenna & Kaleb Bandi                                                                                      
 Jeremy Yenick by John & Cindy Reddick & Family                                                                                                              
 Joe & Mary Cosentino by Family                                                                                                                                   
3rd Sunday of Easter, April 26   
 Rodney Scott by Ron & Connie Geibel 
 Vince Green, Sr. by Family  
 Parishioners of St. John, St. Joseph and St. Mary Parishes 

When, for any reason, we cannot participate in Mass, the Church invites us to unite with 
Christ through this prayer of Spiritual Communion.   Praying this prayer is a beautiful way to 

unite our hearts to Christ's when we cannot receive him physically in the Eucharist. 

https://assets.brandfolder.com/pratuj-2x06f4-2bsmsb/original/0_massintentions2_4c.jpg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2F4vector.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fhands-clip-art-103919&psig=AOvVaw2sarZZ5UDKbaJzsES-x4z-&ust=1587082455226000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDh_Y3V6-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAa
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Stay up to date on the latest  

information from  The Diocese 

of Pittsburgh by visiting their 

website at diopitt.org.  There 

are many wonderful resources for guiding 

your spiritual needs in these times 

accessible on the website as well.  Visit 

our Grouping website at  

stsjjmcatholic.org to stay up to date on 

the latest updates for our grouping, sign 

up for online giving, and to find links to 

upcoming livestreams. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
& 

Butler Food Bank 
The food bank is 
abundantly stocked and  

anyone is invited to take advantage of this amazing 
supply. If you are in need or know of someone in 
need, please encourage them to accept this 
assistance. The pickup is a no contact drive up 
system and no paperwork is required The Food Bank 
is located at 146 North Monroe Street in Butler and 
is open from 8-10 AM, Monday thru Friday.  Many 
thanks to all who make this giving possible with their 
donations and hard work. Our community is very 
blessed to have St. Vincent de Paul.  

Father Ward 

and Father Jim 

wish to express 

their gratitude 

to all of you for 

your continued 

support of the 

parish.  It has 

definitely been 

interesting 

trying to adjust and they want you to know that they continue 

to pray for all of you and  will  try to meet everyone’s spiritual 

needs while following all of the necessary precautions. If you 

need anything, please reach out to any of the offices by phone 

or email.  Though the offices are not technically open for walk 

in, Jenn, Karyn, and Linda are available, working behind the 

scenes if you will, keeping things going on the administrative 

side of all of our parishes.  Call, leave a message, send an email, 

we will get in touch!  

Live Streaming Continues 
With such positive feedback on the live steaming of the 
Holy Week Masses, we have made arrangements to 
continue to bring Mass to your homes on Sundays at 10 
AM from St. Joseph’s. Thanks to our technicians– Mike 
Giobbi and Bob Hoffman, we will continue the live 
streaming until some “normalcy” returns to our Church. 
Thank you for tuning in to worship with your fellow 
parishioners and thank you for your positive comments. 
We will get thru this together! 
Go to: stsjjmcatholic.org to find the live streaming link 
that will take you to the St. Joseph YouTube channel. 

Thanks 
Thank you to the musicians, lectors and those who 
prepared the sanctuary for our Holy Week and Triduum 
celebrations. It was so uplifting to see ministers from all 
three parishes come together.  

L 
et Us Hear From You if you are feeling the   
financial crunch these days, if you need food for 
your family, if you need to just talk. Please each 
out. We are here for YOU!  

A reminder to mail in or drop off  your “Name the 
New Parish in our Grouping” form. There’s still time 
and we need your feedback. If you misplaced your 
form, or did not pick one up previously, forms can be 
downloaded by clicking the OnMission box on the 
website’s Home Page.  

Below: Fr. Ward incenses the Paschal Candle at  the Easter Vigil  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox19.com%2Fstory%2F1009206%2Ffood-from-the-heart-2013&psig=AOvVaw3Oc6crCe29abr88AN1WcJR&ust=1586300184501000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODkpvHy1OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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If you or a loved one would like 
added to  St. John’s prayer chain,  

please contact Rose Chuba  
at 724-285-1134 

Follow the simple steps below and you will 

receive the weekly bulletin via email from 

LPi, our bulletin publisher. 
 

1. Go to www.parishesonline.com 

2. On the home page, enter your 

parish name and city, state, or ZIP. 

Click the search icon. 

3. Click on your parish name on the 

results screen. 

4. On the parish page, go to Recent 

Publications and click Subscribe. 

5. In the pop-up window, enter your 

email, first name, and last name, 

then click Subscribe. 

The parish grouping bulletin will not be 

printed until the suspension of Masses has 

been lifted. A publication will be completed 

and submitted to LPi, they will post it for 

viewing on Parishes Online, and those signed 

up will continue to receive it via email 

(instructions to sign up below).  It will also be 

uploaded  to our parish grouping website, 

stsjjmcatholic.org, under the BULLETINS 

tab. Content will obviously be limited due to 

the current situation, updates will continue. 

St. Michael, the Archangel,  

Defend Us In Battle…. 

Michael Fritz 
Tylor Grant White 
Matthew McCandless 
Jimmy Adley 
Russell Bauer            
Brandon Bauer 

 
Trevor Cottage 
Jordan Cottage 
Nicholas Cottage 
Stephen Konyha 
Dustin Michel 

Please call your Parish Office or email Jenn at 
stmarybulletin@zoominternet.net to add or  remove 

names from the grouping prayer lists. 

Please remember in your prayers the sick, suffering, 
and homebound of our parish community, especially  

those listed below from our parish grouping. 

Roy Summerville 
Viola “Min” Green 
Kathy Miller 
Joe Krall 
Lois Davanzati 
Elizabet Rakarich 
Elizabeth Kriley 
Evelyn MacDonald 
Jeannie White 
Agnes Widenhofer 
Karen Matichko 
John Prokopchak  
John Regan 

Mike Spohn 
Dick Leroy                      
Carol Rowley 
Alice Spinneweber 
Dan Jonczak Jr. 
Judy Convery 
Nicholas Miller             
Mary and Victor Carbin   
Jim Edwards 
C.J. Kriley  
Loretta Schnur  
Janet Biscetlia 
Fr.Victor Kriley,OFM,Cap.  

Email Your Email 
We have been using every avenue available to us to 
keep you informed of “news.”  Our census program has 
the capability to collectively email.  That means that 
each household that has listed their email with us 
would receive news in a matter of seconds. Easy, right?  
Yes, except for the fact that we do not have every 
household’s email address. We ask you to send us your 
email. It will not be used for any other purpose than 
parish communication. A collective email would also 
be far more economical than a paper mailing. Please 
take a few minutes and add your email.   
 

St. John Parishioners, send to: 
stjohnchurch@zoominternet.net 

 

St. Joseph Parishioners, send to: 
parishofficesj@yahoo.com 

 

St. Mary parishioners, send to: 
saintmaryinherman@zoominternet.net 

+ Rest In Peace + 
Paula Lafean 

Wife of Christopher and Mother of Christy 
Our sympathy and prayers to the  

Lafean Family.  
May Paula’s soul and the souls of all of our 

faithful departed rest in eternal peace.  
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Please note the important numbers for Reporting Child 
Abuse below:             

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator                      
Office: 412-456-3093                                                    
Hot Line: 1-888-808-1235                                              
PA Childline: 1-800- 932-0313 
Call 911 immediately if a child is in immediate danger. 

You are Amazing 
Your offerings have been coming in– some mailed to the 
office directly, some dropped in the lock boxes at the 
offices, and online donations are flowing as well! You are 
helping us keep our heads above water in these trying 
times. God bless you. 

A reminder that all 3 churches 
now have an online giving 
option!  Signing up is simple 
and secure.  Visit our group 
website, stsjjmcatholic.org, 
under the About tab, choose 
Online Giving at (Location Name), and follow 
the link on that page.  Of course your 
offerings can still be sent in the mail or         
  dropped off in the secure drop  
   boxes now located outside each 
  office (St. Mary now has a drop 
       box, so envelopes no longer have to 
       be slid under the door).  Thank you 
         all for continuing to give! 

As a Church community, let us pray for the youth in our parishes, 
especially for those preparing to make their Sacraments 

Prayer for First Communicants 
 

Lord Jesus, 

Bless the children coming forward to 

receive  

Holy Communion for the first time. 

May this day be an initial step into a life- 

long love 

 of the Eucharist. Give them a hunger for 

this sacred food so  

that they turn to You for comfort, 

guidance, and wisdom  

as they grow in full discipleship. Thank 

you for their  

innocence and goodness. May they grow 

in Christian maturity and, 

 by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, become Christ’s 

witnesses in the world,  

spreading and defending 

the faith. 

Amen. 

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates 

 

Holy Trinity,  

guide and protect the candidates  

as they prepare to celebrate the 

      Sacrament of Confirmation.  

      Help them to discern  

God’s will in their life and fill them with      

 the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit  

wisdom, 

 knowledge,  

right judgment, 

 courage, 

 understanding,  

reverence,  

       wonder  

  and awe, 

to empower them to 

serve God as a  

true disciple  

through Your grace and 

in Your love. 

Amen. 

 

https://4lpi.my.salesforce.com/0018000000Qc1Ul
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epicentrofestival.com%2F54d6d2a7-cartoon-letters-clip-art-mailbox-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1i_eJ5eyBTsccAGLSFzT28&ust=1587086216676000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPirwYPj6-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAH
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     An email circulated recently which really caught my attention. It talked about fortunes– one very ridiculous 

and one very real. Here’s the gist of it—imagine that you had won the following prize in a contest: each morning 

your bank would deposit $86,400 in your account for you to spend. The stipulations are that any money left over 

at the end of the day would be withdrawn; money cannot be transferred into any other account; you may only 

spend it. Each morning the bank opens your account with another $86,400 for your spending that day. The idea 

is to spend it all! 

    Now realize– the bank can end the game without warning; at any time it can say, “Game Over!” It can close 

the account forever. I bet that you would buy anything and everything you wanted, right? It would be great to 

spend it on the people you love and even those you don’t know. Even though ridiculous, it’s fun to imagine. 

    Now for the other side of the story– actually, this one requires no imagination. We can literally take it straight 

to the bank! Each of us is already a winner of a prize of such magnitude. The prize is given to us by the Lord and 

is called “time.” Instead of $86,400, we receive 86,400 seconds of life to spend each day. And when we go to sleep 

at night, any remaining time is not credited to us; what we haven’t “lived” that day is lost. Each morning the 

account is refilled. Remember that the Lord can dissolve the account at any time, with or without warning. 

Makes you stop and cherish those 86,400 seconds, doesn’t it? 

    Think about those in nursing homes, hospitals, those trying to free themselves from addictions, those waiting 

for test results, those crossing off the days until their chemotherapy ends— 86,400 seconds is a long time. 

    If you live a fairly normal life, by that I mean work inside or outside the home, have family responsibilities, or 

are involved in some community, school, church or civic activity, 86,400 seconds is not nearly enough to complete 

our daily “to do” list. We find ourselves wishing for extra hours or even another day in the week so that we can 

“get it all done.” At day’s end, your account is empty– you have spent it all. Good job! But wait, hold off on the 

kudos. Spending all of our gifted seconds is important, but just how are you spending those seconds? 

    Let’s get personal here. Are you using some of those seconds to create problems or create solutions? Do you 

spend as many seconds checking your child’s homework as you do the scores on the sports page? Do you know 

that it takes only 22 seconds to pray the Our Father, 7 seconds to call your mom and tell her that you love her? 

Take a few seconds to talk shop or have a beer with your dad. When your kids work hard but come up short with 

the best grade or the big play, give them more than a few seconds and add a hug or two. Remember your 

siblings’ birthdays. You can sing Happy Birthday in 13 seconds. Use a mere 4% of your seconds to help with the 

community dinner or take Communion to 

a nursing home. There are too many 

should-a, would-a, could-a’s in our life. Be 

a wise spender. Don’t wish for Friday 

when it’s only Monday. Winter will go and 

spring will come. Your bangs will grow 

back in and the laundry will get done. 

    Don’t fuss or worry your seconds away. 

Instead, I challenge you to use them— fly a 

kite, plant a strawberry patch for your 

neighbor, take the dog to the creek, pray 

the rosary, have a tea party with your 

daughter even if she’s all grown up, call 

the parish office and wish us a good day, 

do something outrageous and take at least 

15 seconds each day to laugh out loud. 

Take the challenge while the bank is open 

… and the game is still on …  

 

(Thank you for your 10,030 seconds it took 

to read this. 

https://4lpi.my.salesforce.com/0018000000Qc1Ul
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F362891682469106599%2F&psig=AOvVaw3Z4UdE159C29ClJx71ufWw&ust=1587087450577000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNjBsNjn6-gCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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relics of Saint Victor and 

she professed her Christian Faith during the persecution of the Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius around 165.

was arrested and tied by her feet to the tops of two palm trees which were bent to the ground. When the palms were 

let loose she was torn apart. According to the Roman Martyrology, this happened in Syria.

and 1981, proved that the relics belong indeed to a man and a woman. Cedar pollen was found confirming an original 

burial in Syria and then in Cyprus.

treasure hunters and against 

https://4lpi.my.salesforce.com/0018000000Qc1Ul
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