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This is a love story, a story that 
cascades through generations, 
sails across oceans, and gains 
momentum in the human spirit of 
women.  Women of faith, that is.

This is the love story of the 
Christian Mothers.

In the post French Revolution era 
where secularism reigned supreme, 
women longed to defend and 
promote their Catholic faith.  In 
response, Christian Mothers was 
founded in Lille, France in 1850.  
Members committed to supporting 
each other spiritually, while raising 
their children Catholic.

In time, the organization grew 
to over one million members in 
Europe.  When the Capuchin friars 
immigrated to the United States 
from Bavaria, they brought the rich 
traditions of the Christian Mothers 
organization with them.

National Director Fr. Joseph 
Tuscan, OFM Cap., recently 
reflected on the genesis 
of the Christian Mothers 
founders who experienced 
the outright assault on their 
Catholic faith: “Necessity 
is the mother of invention.  

They decided 
they needed to 
begin on their 
knees…it’s got 
to begin with 
prayer.  It’s going 
to have a return 
to authentic 
devotional 
life.  They knew it had to have a 
catechetical part, an intellectual 
part, and an apostolic part.  Smart 
women.  They put all that in place 
from the very beginning.”

Now deceased Capuchin Fr. Bertin 
Roll, National Executive Director 
for more than 60 years, penned this 
about Christian Mothers: “Mothers 
rule the world.  They guide the 
destinies of homes.  This is why 
God is relying on mothers to keep 
Christ in the world by keeping Him 
in their hearts and homes.”

Christian Mothers throughout 
the decades, have turned to 
“Mother Love,” a 308-page 
book of prayers to guide 
them in their spiritual life.

But Christian Mothers do 
more than pray.  They 
actively fundraise and 
share the fruits of their 

labors.  For example, in Nigeria 
the Christian Mothers pay for the 
seminarian education of three 
students annually.  They have built 
orphanages and funded a $1 million 
facility for widowed women to 
help them learn a trade.  Christian 
Mothers teach about marriage and 
family life.  They work to help 
the poor and often prepare mercy 
meals for funerals.

Fr. Joseph reports the Christian 
Mothers movement is growing; 20 
new fraternities were established 
in the United States last year.  A 
new fraternity in Tanzania recently 
requested 800 membership pins!

“It’s a wonderful movement.  I’m 
amazed, not just that it still exists, 
but the quality of women that are 
in it is just incredible…here and 
overseas,” Tuscan said. “The work 
they do, the intelligence, the effort 
they put in…on their own initiative, 
just like the women who started it, 
they push it along.  The Holy Spirit 
has been guiding this group.

“It’s a historical, thought out, well-
rehearsed model.  It’s something 
that has worked for generations 
and more women are rediscovering 
it all the time.”


