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Follow us in Social Media 

February 5th, 2023 — 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. Mary’s Phone: 519-842-3224  Sacred Heart & St. Michael’s Phone: 519-875-4438 
Website: etcfp.dol.ca  Email: etcfp@dol.ca 

 
@erietricountyfop 

 @etcfpyouth 

 
@erietricounty 

 
Erie Tri-County 

 Erie Tri-County 
Youth 

Welcome to our Family! If you are new to our parish communities or wish 
to get involved please connect with us. You can contact us through our 
website, or by email, or call the Parish Office.  

Salt and Light 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following upon the teaching of the Beatitudes, Jesus uses the now familiar 
metaphors of salt and light to describe the life of discipleship. We take salt and 
light for granted in our society, but these commodities were more precious in 
ancient cultures. Just as now, salt was used in Jesus’ time for flavoring, as a 
preservative, and as a healing agent. Similarly, the widespread use of electricity in 
the modern world makes us less aware of the value and importance of light in our 
lives. 
Still, our familiarity with this passage from Matthew’s Gospel speaks well to the 
abiding power of the imagery that Jesus presented. Jesus’ call to be salt for the 
earth and light for the world powerfully states our mission as Church and as 
Christians. Our commitment to social justice flows from the exhortation that Jesus 
gives us in today’s Gospel. Some of the activities that this commitment leads us to 
are given more concrete expression as the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. 
When we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, console those who mourn, and so 
on, we show ourselves to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. When 
we do these things with the community of faith, the Church, we are indeed acting 
as “a city set on a mountain” that cannot be hidden! 
Source: loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection 
 

LENT IS APPROACHING!   

 ASH WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY 22, 2023    
 
How to Prepare for Lent? Ask God, every day, “What does my 
soul need?” Just ask, and wait quietly. Because we’re very good 
at fooling ourselves about how we’re doing, it might take 
several days of praying this question before we’re truly open 
and humble enough to know the answer. 
Source: ignatianspirituality.com/how-to-prepare-for-lent/ 

etcfp.dol.ca
https://www.instagram.com/etcfpyouth/
https://twitter.com/erietricounty?fbclid=IwAR1GcHTrtW3_Vnn1KXwEWrQaL-T2bOOcX5YTvS-Wgf0cqxoUVuku2F4Qfrw


 

Family of Parishes Announcements 

WEEKEND MASS INFORMATION        
St. Mary’s, Tillsonburg                 
Saturday 5 pm; Sunday 9 am;       
Sunday 11 am  

Sacred Heart, Langton  
Saturday 5 pm; Sunday 10:30 am  
 

St. Michael’s, Walsh  
Sunday 8:30 am 
 

CONFESSION SCHEDULE       
St Mary’s Tillsonburg 
Friday during Adoration from             
8:45 am to 9:15 am  
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm 
Or by appointment 
 

Sacred Heart, Langton 
Saturday 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm 
Or by appointment 
 

ADORATION & BENEDICTION               
St Mary’s Tillsonburg                       
Friday 8:30 am to 9:15 am 
 

 

READINGS FOR FEB 5, 2023 
5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
First Reading 
Isaiah 58:7-10 
In the work of justice, light shall break  
through darkness.  
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
Paul shows that he came to Corinth 
preaching Christ crucified. 
Gospel Reading 
Matthew 5:13-16 
Jesus teaches that his disciples are to 
be the salt of the earth and the light of  
the world. 
 

READINGS FOR FEB 12, 2023 
6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
First Reading 
Sirach 15:15–20 
The eyes of God see all he has made.  
Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 2:6–10 
God has revealed this wisdom to us 
through the Spirit. 
Gospel Reading 
Matthew 5:17–37 
I have not come to abolish the law and  
the prophets but to fulfill them. 
 

 

Bible Study on February 6th. "The Eucharist: The Revelation" We meet in the 
Fr. Langan Parish Center Mondays  from 1:30 to 3:00pm. 
Carefully searching for the meaning intended by the original author helps us 
avoid imposing superficial understandings on biblical texts.  
 

St. Mary’s SSVP 
St. Vincent de Paul Report for January 2023 is available on our website 
at etcfp.dol.ca/st-vincent-de-paul. To send e-transfer donations to St. 
Mary's Society of St. Vincent de Paul, please send to 
stmarys.ssvp@gmail.com (no period after st).  

 

Confirmation Approaches! 
Our young people have completed their meetings with our 
confirmation program “Never Alone: Life in the Holy Spirit” with 
their sponsors and/or parents. Through our group meetings, 
attending Mass, sharing their faith with their sponsors, 
researching the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, learning about a 

Catholic Saint and giving of their time to someone in need they know that they 
belong, are guided, are empowered and are fully alive in and through the Holy 
Spirit. They now journey towards celebrating the sacrament of Reconciliation 
and spending time in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament before celebrating the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 
 
Our Family of Parishes Rite of Confirmation Masses are: 
Saturday February 18th at 1:30 pm at St. Mary’s Church Tillsonburg 
Saturday February 18th at 5 pm at Sacred Heart Church Langton 
Sunday February 19th at 8:30 am at St. Michael’s Church Walsh 
Please continue to prayer daily for our candidates for Confirmation, their 
sponsors and their families! 
 

RCIA Update 
We are in the Period of the Catechumenate in the RCIA journey. 
What does that mean? It is an extended period during which the 
candidates are given suitable pastoral formation and guidance, 
aimed at training them in the Christian life. Currently, we have 
been learning about the sacraments, the foundation of our 
Catholic faith. We are so blessed as a Family of Parishes to have 

twelve (hmmm … interesting number) catechumen and candidates, 
gathering each week with their sponsors and catechists, to taste the joy that 
God gives without measure! However, they do not do this alone. Our entire 
Christian community, our Family of Parishes, help them with their support 
and example through witnessing and prayer. As we prepare for the Lenten 
season, you will have an opportunity to intentionally pray for one of our 
catechumen and candidates. Please check the bulletin in the coming weeks 
for more details how to include this in your Lenten practice this year. But for 
now, pray daily for our catechumens, candidates, sponsors as we continue 
our spiritual journey! 

Donations can be made to St. Mary’s Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul at all exits after mass this weekend. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

https://etcfp.dol.ca/st-vincent-de-paul


 

Family of Parishes Announcements  

Stewardship Corner 
WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tue, Feb 7 St. Michael’s 
9:30 pm   
 

Tue, Feb 7 St. Mary’s 
6:30 pm  Joe Oliveira 
   Deceased Members of  

       Than Family 
   Rudolf Pozsgai Sr. 
   Louis&Emilie Franssens 

  Lori VanSpronsen  
   

Wed, Feb 8 St. Mary’s 
9:30 am   Special Intention for  

      Sister Jude Bogie  
   Madeline Franssens  

  Maria Oliveira 
   Betty Courneya 
   Bernard Meyerink 
   Sister Mary St. Louis 
   

Thu, Feb 9 Sacred Heart 
9:30 am              Darlene VanHooren  

  Isabel Canto 
   George DeVos  
 

Fri, Feb 10 St. Mary’s  
9:30 am Joe Oliveira 
   Madeline Franssens  

  Charles Mahu 
   Betty Courneya 
   Jose VanHove  
 
 
 
    

Please pray for   
 

  Holy Souls in Purgatory 

“Whoever lives and believes in me 
shall never die” (John 11:26). 

For the Sacrament of Marriage please contact our priest at 
least eight months in advance. For the Sacraments of 
Anointing of the Sick and Baptism, please contact our 
Parish Office.  

Church Teaching on the Treatment of the Body of the Deceased  
2. Burying the Dead: A Corporal Work of Mercy  

 

It may seem curious to recall that one of the corporal (i.e., 
bodily) works of mercy is burying the dead. After all, how can 
one show “mercy” to someone who is no longer alive? Yet, the 
body, even after death, remains connected in a mysterious way 
to the person who lived, even if the soul has departed. To 

provide for the burial of and dignified treatment for the bodies of the 
deceased is a work of mercy.  
 

Just as we see the face of Christ in the poor and the least of these, so when 
we bury the dead we imitate the examples of Joseph of Arimathea, who saw 
to Jesus’ burial, as well as the women who prepared the Lord’s body. When 
cremation is chosen, “the cremated remains of the deceased are to be 
treated with the same reverence that is given to the body of the deceased.” 

Anointing of the Sick 
Did you  know  that  anyone  suffering  from  an  illness  can  receive  the 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick at any time? It is not required to be near 
to death  to  receive  this  sacrament.  The anointing  of  the  sick  is 
administered  to  bring  spiritual  and  even  physical  strength  during  an 
illness.  This sacrament  is  celebrated  to  convey  God’s  grace  to  the 
recipient, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

St. Mary’s K of C “We All Win Campaign“ 
January Winners 

 Rob Schonberger  
 Rick Poredos 
 George Fulop 
 Wim Vink 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26 



 

Family of Parishes Announcements 

This Week at Formed: How and Why to Pray the Rosary 
As we celebrate Our Lady of Lourdes this week, we invite you to learn more 
about the Rosary! Join Dr. Tim Gray and Dr. John Sehorn as they discuss how 
they pray the Rosary and how it has changed their lives! Watch the video here 
or use the following link: 
https://watch.formed.org/videos/formed-now-how-and-why-to-pray-the-rosary 
 

Service Days for Teens 
The Youth, Young Adult & Family Ministry office is offering a Service Days for 
high school students during the March Break holiday, in London. During these 
days the teens will complete at least 10 hours of community service that they 
can use as a part of the 40 hours they need to graduate from high school. The 
day is Thursday, March 16 (8:30am-8:00pm). Once your teen is registered, 
Christine Coyle will send more information about locations, drop off & pick up 
times and the liability forms that must be signed by parents/guardians needed 
to participate. For more details and for teens to sign up, please have them go 

to https://dol.ca/service-day-for-teens. Spots are limited!   
 

Come and See Experience 
St. Peter's Seminary invites you to a virtual discernment retreat or to in-person 
discernment for men 17 years old and older considering a call to the priesthood. 
This experience offers firsthand knowledge of the life of a seminarian, provides 
spiritual help for discernment and offers the opportunity for prayer and 
reflection. Virtual experience on Saturday, February 18 from 12:00pm EST to 
3:00pm EST. In-person discernment Friday, March 17th to Sunday, March 19th, 
at St. Peter's Seminary. Please get in touch with Fr. Danny Santos 
at vocations@dol.ca to register, or for more information.  

 

Our Lady of Lourdes, February 11th 
 

Saturday’s liturgical memorial recalls the apparitions of the 
Virgin Mary in Lourdes which began on 11 February 1858. The 
protagonist of this series of events was a girl named 
Bernadette Soubirous, today numbered among the host of 
Saints. Mary appeared to her eighteen times near a grotto 
along the banks of the Gave River.   
 

Lourdes is famous not so much for the apparitions themselves, 
but for the message of hope for all those who suffer in body 

and spirit. Ever since the apparitions, Lourdes is known as the place that 
welcomes all who are physically or spiritually ill and who, through the 
intercession of the Virgin Mary, the Immaculate Conception, seek to rediscover 
peace, health and serenity. Seventy healings have been recognized by an 
autonomous group of physicians – as well as many conversions.  
 

The message of Lourdes leads us to understand why, in 1992, Pope Saint John 
Paul II chose this day as the World Day of the Sick. Lourdes teaches us that no 
person whatsoever who is sick can ever be discarded, but must be fully inserted 
into life like any other person.  

Come and join us in praying the Rosary every Wednesday at  
St. Mary’s, Tillsonburg, or every Thursday at Sacred Heart, 
Langton at 9:00 am before Mass.   

Parish Pastoral Council 

Chair: Bryan Cairns 
Vice Chair: Carol Van 
Moerkerke 
Members: 
Fr. Seejo John                                   
Fr. Thomas Kuriako 
Deacon Jack Grim 
Robert Verhoeve (Recorder) 
Colleen Hanley 
Josie Edwards 
John Dunn 
Don Chechak 
 

 
Finance Committee 

Tillsonburg: 
Chair: Dave Devlin                        
Vice Chair: John Lansink 
Members: 
Nora Marie Bruder 
Anita McKay 
Mike Holly                                          

 
Langton/Walsh: 
Chair: Don Chechak 
Members:  
Kirk Provoost 

Mary R. DeCloet  

 
Building Committee 

Tillsonburg: 
Chair: Eric Van Moerkerke 
Members: 
Urbain Demaiter  
Jim Hayes                                              
Bill Cannon 
Betty-Ann Mulholland 
Doug Shwaluk                        
 
Langton/Walsh: 
Don Chechak  

 

Attention: Bulletin 
submissions must be received 
by 4:00 on Tuesdays at 
etcfp@dol.ca. Thank you for 
your cooperation.  

https://watch.formed.org/videos/formed-now-how-and-why-to-pray-the-rosary

