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Gracious and loving God, we come to you out of care and concern especially for the
persons in need and those struggling to find adequate shelter. 
Though he was divine, Your Son Jesus did not cling to his divinity, but humbled himself
to pitch his tent among us. He was loved and cared for by Mary and Joseph in Nazareth.
He invited the first disciples to spend time with him in his home, yet often had no place
to lay his head during his ministry. 
He taught us to love you above all, then others, ourselves, and all of creation which he
often used in his parables to convey his message of new life. Help us to love and serve
him in the widow, the orphan, the stranger, and especially persons in need.
Grant us wisdom to make good decisions in our ministry to persons in need, strength to
carry out those decisions, humility to accept the ideas of others, and joy in striving to
alleviate poverty in our society and to provide adequate housing as a basic human right
for all.
Inspire landlords to devote greater care and attention to the maintenance of their
facilities, making life better for their renters. Fill the minds and hearts of the wealthy
with an openness to be partners in finding and creating adequate housing for persons in
need. 
United with our Blessed Mother, and relying on the intercession of St. Vincent de Paul
and Blessed Frederic Ozanam, we ask this of you through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen
 (Archbishop Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, OMI)

 
I offer you the above prayer, found at ssvp.ca, our national website for the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, in honour of the sixth World Day of the Poor. This prayer is especially
tailored to those who suffer housing insecurity within our society. This lack of shelter is
certainly what we have seen in our service to those in need; in fact, we have spent over
60% of our funds during the last year to keep people housed.
Throughout October, answering the requests on our emergency phone line, the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul assisted 14 individuals and 14 families with food; seven individuals and
two families with rent; and one family with a water bill. On October12, we distributed 70
take-out dinners, including 34 deliveries, from St. Mary’s parking lot.  
We look forward to celebrating the World Day of the Poor with you on the weekend of
November 12/13 as we remind ourselves of the Christian commitment to honour Christ in
the vulnerable.


