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"For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that by his poverty
you might become rich.” Pope Francis chose these words from
Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians as the theme of his address
for the Sixth World Day of the Poor.

It’s not about money, Pope Francis argues, but our attachment. He
says, “Attachment to money prevents us from seeing everyday life
with realism; it clouds our gaze and blinds us to the needs of
others. Nothing worse could happen to a Christian and to a
community than to be dazzled by the idol of wealth, which ends up
chaining us to an ephemeral and bankrupt vision of life.”

Jesus surrenders attachment and offers his love to everyone,
especially the marginalized, the sick, the weak, the sinner, the
lonely, those on the edges of society.

Through Christ’s surrender, we learn to surrender, to let go of our
fear, our judgements and criticism and approach those who
struggle with homelessness, food insecurity, addiction, or even
paying a hydro bill, with love and compassion. We might stop, look
and pay attention to those in need – believe me, there are many.
We might buy a coffee and sandwich for someone on the sidewalk,
we might offer a kind word or make a phone call for someone
asking for help, we might donate some of our food or finances to
the work of St. Vincent de Paul or another charitable agency, or we
might even be prompted to fight for greater social justice, for a
minimum wage not below the poverty line, for subsidized housing,
better working conditions and a fairer distribution of resources. We
might be prompted to stand up for those on assistance when
friends at the coffee shop complain about those social
“freeloaders”..



This surrender that Christ teaches us makes us more
compassionate, more merciful, more humble, more faithful to the
love that Jesus has modelled for us -- and thus we are made rich
through the poverty of Jesus.

As members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, we are privileged
to serve the vulnerable in our community. As always, we thank you
for your tremendous support of this ministry. On the way out of
church today, we will hand you our statistics for August,
September, and October. (Monthly stats are also published on our
bulletin webpage.) In just three months, we have, in addition to
other assistance, distributed 99 food hampers to both individuals
and families in our community.

At the end of his address, Pope Francis speaks about Brother
Charles de Foucauld, whom he canonized last May. Brother Charles
was a man born rich who gave up everything to follow Jesus and
become a poor brother hermit. Here are Charles’ own words:

“Let us not despise the poor, …; not only are they our brothers and
sisters in God, they are also those who most perfectly imitate
Jesus in his outward life. ... They are the firstborn among the elect,
the first to be called to the Saviour's crib. They were the regular
company of Jesus, from his birth until his death … Let us never
cease to be poor in everything, brothers and sisters to the poor,
companions to the poor; may we be the poorest of the poor like
Jesus....”

Thank you


