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What a wonder that “God so loved the world that He gave his only son.” God
has a “long-standing longing” (Intro, December “Living with Christ”),
throughout history, to have communion with humanity. The Incarnation
declares so passionately God’s great longing for Communion, for this union
of human and divine.

As Mary longed to see the face of the Word Incarnate, so we long, through
God’s longing, to rejoice in the face of God in our day. We are transformed
by the Word Incarnate to see His face in every human face, whether in the
frown of our co-worker, the wrinkles of our spouse, or the eyes of the
vulnerable person sitting by the mall exit. Sometimes God does not look the
way we expect, but we can praise God for the presence of Divinity even in
ourselves, with our own grumpiness, impatience and pride.

As members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, we long to meet the Face
of God in the people we serve. By Grace of God’s longing for Communion
with us, we long to have our eyes opened to the connectedness of all
people.

Throughout November, answering the requests on our emergency phone
line, we assisted 10 individuals and 17 families with food; two individuals
and two families with rent; one individual and three families with hydro: four
individuals with clothing; and one senior with laundry costs. On November
9, we distributed 60 take-out dinners, including 34 deliveries, from St.
Mary’s parking lot.

Christmas is a time of longing, not just for celebration and shortbread, but
for our living, loving communion with the Word made Flesh; this desire for
union is expressed in our desire to serve others. How blessed we are that St.
Mary’s parish honours this service by supporting the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul. 
Thank you and Merry Christmas!


