
When we call someone a “dreamer,” we imagine her/him to be out of touch with reality, lost in a
world of imagination. In the Gospel for the Feast of the Holy Family, we see that Joseph is a
dreamer: he is told in a dream to flee to Egypt, he is told in a dream to return to the land of Israel,
he is told in a dream to skirt Judea and settle in Galilee. He is a dreamer, but of a different kind,
one who is wholly grounded in truth. The father of the Holy Family listens, discerns, and seeks to
fulfill the will of God. He listens and responds wisely to the reality of the social and political
environment in which he lives.

As members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, we must, like St. Joseph, be dreamers. We must
listen and respond to God’s will in the world in which we are asked to serve. We must listen with
respect and care to the needs of those who contact us through our phone line, those who ask for
assistance with rent, hydro, extra food, or clothing.

Throughout December, after listening to the requests on our emergency phone line, we assisted 17
individuals and 16 families with food; 13 individuals and four families with rent; one family with a
gas bill; four individuals with clothing; and one family with a car seat. On December 14, we
distributed 60 take-out dinners, including 31 deliveries, from St. Mary’s parking lot.

During the Christmas Season, you, the parishioners of St. Mary’s, have listened and responded by
supporting our ministry and also by offering to sponsor families. Thank you. Through generous
donors, we were able to offer gift cards to 10 families and make their Christmas experience less
stressful. The cards allowed them to buy clothing, food, and some gifts for their children. During
my visit to one of these families, the mother said, “I thought I would not be able to buy any gifts
this year. Thank you; this means so much.”

As we journey into 2023, we cherish the example of St. Joseph who said little but listened much.
May we emulate his dedication to dream.
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