
Welcome to St. Virgil’s…  
Mass Intentions for the Week 

Sat., Jan. 5 5:00 PM James P. Miller-21st Anniversary 
Frank Tykowski 
Joseph Parato 

Sun., Jan. 6 7:30 AM Margaret Doherty 
 9:00 AM Maria Perna 
 10:30 AM Fred Conforti 

Marie Kairaitis—5th Anniversary 
 12:00 PM Gerard Palumbo 
Mon., Jan. 7 6:30 AM Jason Reimel-6th Anniversary 
 12:10 PM Cal Benson 
Tues., Jan. 8 6:30 AM Jean Williams 
 12:10 PM Nancy Lovenberg 

Sue Crimi—Special Intentions 
Wed., Jan. 9 6:30 AM Special Intentions of Michael 

Schrak 
 12:10 PM Louis Beneduce—1st Anniversary 

Orlando Biagi—39th Anniversary 
Thurs., Jan. 10 6:30 AM Special Intentions of Stephen 

Schrak 
 12:10 PM Marie Smith 
Fri., Jan.11 6:30 AM Special Intentions of April Schrak 
 12:10 PM Bob Thomas 
Sat., Jan.12 8:00 AM Beatrice Kenney 
 5:00 PM Anthony Fiore 

Matthew Mancuso 
Sun., Jan.13 7:30 AM Matthew J. Giraud 
 9:00 AM Joe Barry 

Raymond Winslow 
 10:30 AM Alice Morris 
 12:00 PM Ann Marie Lagan 

Please remember in your prayers:  Mary Eileen Prisinzano, 
Noreen Ballon, Eileen Langan, Karen Cullen, Mary 
Sullivan, Colleen Dillon & Family, Bob Taylor, John & Elizabeth Zisa, Kamasha Redhead, Stephen Burke, Sandra Buck, 

Janet Dittrich, Tammy Dolan, Mallory Miller, Miah Tully, Domenico & Teresa Procopio, Anne Benson, Baby Emma Scannelli, Barbara 
Bock, Mary Maffeo, & Rose Marie Warrick.  

 

Ministry Schedule for January 12 and 13 
 5:00pm Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00 noon 
Cantor   Nina Rangel  Youth Choir 
Lector Martha Barilla Margaret Flory John Trombetta D & J McKenna Youth Minister 
Altar Servers Lia Dyer  Breanna Barter Ally McLoughlin Micah Fuentes 
 Natalie Dyer  Brandon Kelly Bobby McLoughlin Michael Gopon 
Extraordinary Nicea D’Annunzio Jackie Donneley Dianna DeLorenzo Maureen Kelly Kelly Burrows 
Ministers Jane Flynn Shirley Fleury Joe DeLorenzo Sue Carol Scannelli John FitzPatrick 
 Michele Para Beverly Morgan Bill Hoferer Jim Scannelli Renee Gopon 
 Pat Para Joan Sambrowski Chris Letta Karen Schwingel Tina Gopon 
    Kathy Sisler Penny Manser 
     Angela Rangel 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Find Your Greatness” 
With Dr. Allan Hunt 

From Dynamic Catholic 
Tickets available in the Parish Office! 

 

Saturday & Sunday, January 5 & 6 
K of C Right to Life Roses at the doors 

Saturday, January 5 
Confession, 3:30 – 4:15 PM 

Sunday, January 6 
Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 AM, CR 

Welcome Sunday, 9 – 11:30 AM, TC 
Youth Band Practice, 5 – 6 PM, Church 

Monday, January 7 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10 PM Mass 

Jr High PREP, 7 PM, School 
Tuesday, January 8 

Return Support Group, 11 AM, TC 
Knights of Columbus Meeting, 8 PM, TC 

Wednesday, January 9 
RCIA, 7 PM, CMR 

Thursday, January 10 
Bible Study, 10:30 AM. TC 

Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30 PM, Chapel 
Bible Study, 7 PM, Library 

Friday, January 11 
Eucharistic Adoration following the 6:30 AM Mass 

Saturday/Sunday January 12/13 
K of C Right to Life Roses at the doors after all Masses 

Find Your Greatness Ticket Sales in the Sanctuary after  
all Masses 

Saturday, January 12 
Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by the Young Adults Grp 

Confessions, 3:30 – 4:15 PM, Church 
Sunday, January 13 

Choir Rehearsal, 8:30 AM, CR 
Youth Mass, 12 Noon 

Among Ourselves 
 

The Sanctuary Candle honors the memory of 
James P. Miller 

From Grace Miller 
 

The Altar Bread & Wine honors the memory of 
Fred Conforti 

From Gloria & Tom Carvagno 
 



Matthew Kelly’s book: 
Resisting Happiness titles 
chapter 14 “Interesting 
People”.  He begins by 
stating that people who 
read books are some of the 

most interesting people he has met.  He relates an 
event when he gave a training session to some 
executives whom he asked for a printout of their 
work schedule of the past three weeks.  The CEO had 
“Bible” marked every day of his busy schedule.  
When this CEO read the Bible, he said: “I was a 
better leader, a better husband, a better father, a better 
person.” 
 

The Bible has stories of people who in listening to 
God, attending to God’s invitations made definitive 
changes in their lives and in history itself.  This 
weekend we celebrate the visit of the Magi, the Wise 
Ones, from the East: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar 
(names handed down to us from tradition).  They 
were “readers”, too.  They read the extra-bright Star 
that appeared to announce the birth of the New Born 
King.  They did more than just reading the sign.  
They followed the Star as it led them on a strange 
journey to Jerusalem and then into Bethlehem.  There 
they found the child with his mother.  As was 
customary among Easterners, they prostrated 
themselves before the New Born King, Jesus.  Then 
they opened their gifts and offered Him Gold, 
Frankincense and Myrrh, gifts worthy of a King.  
Finally, they left, taking a different route back to 
their respective homes. 
 

Matthew Kelly concludes: “Our lives change when 
our habits change”.  The Wise Ones offer us an 
honorable example: read, understand, follow 
directions and worship the Lord.  The New Year 
2019 has just begun and waiting to take us along a 
wonderful journey to meet God and live out His plan 

for us.  May we as a family of   St. Virgil Parish listen 
to God’s Word and seek His grace to follow Him all 
the days of our life. - May God bless us this New 
Year 2019, our Homes and all in our world today and 
always - Fr. Lance 
 

Feast of Epiphany Blessing of the Doors 
 

It is a long-standing tradition in the Church that on 
the Feast of the Epiphany, we bless all the doors of 
our homes which lead outdoors.  There is specially 
blessed chalk on the table near the Sanctuary that you 
are encouraged to take home and use to mark the 
doors leading in and out of your homes that you bless 
with the following blessing: 
 

Let us begin by blessing ourselves: In the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Lord God of Heaven and Earth, who has revealed 
your Only begotten son to every nation by the 
guidance of a star: Bless our home and all who live 
in it.  Fill us with the light of Christ, that our love for 
others may truly reflect your love.  
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 

Using the chalk that was blessed in church, write on 
the lintel (door) as you recite the following prayer:   
 

Gracious and Good Father [20] 
Bless [♰] our home. 
Through the intercession of the Wise Ones: 
Caspar [C] and [♰] Melchior [M] and [♰] Balthasar 
[B] 
Protect [♰] us and guide us into the new Year [19]. 
Amen. 
 

Your inscription should look like this: 
 

20 ♰ C ♰ M ♰ B ♰ 19 
 

Faith Formation 
 

Religious Education Schedule for January 
 

PREP K – 4 Jr. High PREP 5-8 Jr. High Masses 
9 AM 

FISH 
(Confirmation) 

Youth Masses 
12:00 Noon 

10:15-11:45 AM  
January 6 & 27 

Sunday: 1-3:15 PM 
January 20 

January 27 6:30 PM 
1st Yr:  January 13 

January 13 

1st Eucharist Retreat 
January 26:  

Monday: 7 – 8:15 PM  
January 7 & 27 

 2nd Yr:  January 27  

 

Fr. Lance’s Letter 



Men’s Cornerstone: “Did you ever wonder what kind of gift you could give to a friend…a loved 
one…or even yourself this coming Christmas? A gift that would leave a lasting memory and even perhaps 
change someone’s life for the better. What better way to show your concern than to find a way to 
strengthen your personal relationship with Jesus Christ and to gain a better understanding of God’s Plan 

for You. Be on the lookout for the registration for the upcoming Cornerstone VII Retreat scheduled for February 
15 & 16 at Loyola.” 
 
Men’s Retreat ~ The men of the parish are invited to take part in the annual Men’s Retreat at Loyola Jesuit Center 
in Morristown.  Here are some quick facts: 
 

When is the retreat?  Friday, January 18, thru Sunday, January 20 
What is the retreat?  An opportunity of prayer, listening, and self-examination 
What is the theme?  “Surrender? Learning to Yield to Loving to our God 
Who is the presenter?  Fr. Tom Marciniak, SJ 
Cost of the retreat?  A FREE WILL OFFERING 
 

You are invited to a quiet weekend of prayer as God speaks to you in the silence of your heart.  For more details, 
call Michael Butchko at 973-216-4874 or email retreathouse@loyola.org.  You can also register online at 
www.loyola.org. 

 
Parish Postings 

 
A Calling to Serve as an Extraordinary Minister 

 

A wonderful opportunity for members of the laity of St. Virgil’s to share the Body and Blood of Our Lord with fellow 
parishioners is through the distribution of Holy Communion. Extraordinary Ministers (also referred to as Eucharistic 
Ministers or EMs) serve St. Virgil’s and the local community by making Holy Communion available to all the faithful. 
EMs may serve in several capacities: assisting the priest and deacon at weekday and weekend Masses and/or bringing 
the Eucharist to the homebound and area nursing homes, such as Morris View, Sunrise Assisted Living and Arbor 
Terrace. Each EM chooses how he or she wishes to serve. 
 

This privilege is available to men and women who have received Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation.  They 
are practicing Catholics living in harmony with the teachings of the Church. Extraordinary Ministers are asked to re-
certify every three years. 
 

Extraordinary Ministers commit to attend a training session and review meetings, as needed. Those serving at Mass 
are scheduled according to their preferred Mass time and frequency. Most EMs serve once or twice a month. 
Schedules are prepared a week in advance. They also take into consideration other family members who may also 
participate during the Mass (e.g., lector, altar server, music ministry, usher) and schedule everyone for the same time. 
 

St. Virgil’s will be offering a training session sometime in January. If you are interested in serving your parish as an 
Extraordinary Minister either at Mass or to the homebound, please contact Fr. Lance at 973-538-1418 or email him 
at frlance@optonline.net.  

The 
Rosary Society 
will not meet in 
January due to the 
celebration of New 
Year’s Day. 

Please remember the Interfaith Food Pantry while you are doing your grocery 
shopping Pantry needs are extensive this time of year.  Current needs are:  canned fruit, 
spaghetti/pasta sauce, tomato products, cereal Low sugar, high fiber, white and brown 
rice, dry milk, evaporated milk, calcium-fortified milk alternatives, tuna fish, peanut butter 
(18oz), canned meats and meals, Rice-A-Roni, Pasta-Roni, Hamburger Helper, Tuna 
Helper, all varieties of soups, Stage 1, Stage 2 and Stage 3 baby food, baby cereal, baby 
wipes, reusable grocery shopping bags, Boost or Ensure regular and glucose control. 
 

mailto:retreathouse@loyola.org.
http://www.loyola.org.
mailto:frlance@optonline.net.


 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Thank You 
 
A Thank You from Family Promise of Morris County 
Thank you for your very generous donation of $500 in Shop Rite gift cards, $500 in Acme gift cards, and $1,000 in 
Walmart gift cards.  Each year, donors like you make it possible for us to provide emergency food and shelter to 
homeless children and their families. While our numbers are not yet complete for 2018, in 2017, we provided 
emergency shelter to 44 individuals, including 21 children and 66 households remained housed and self-sufficient.  
Again, thank you all so very much for your extremely generous support of our neighbors in need!  We will you all a 
blessed Christmas season!  
 

Around Town 
 
New Year, New School? Transfer Grants Offered at St. Patrick School 
Considering a change for your child’s educational experience? St. Patrick School invites families with children 
currently enrolled in non-Catholic schools to consider the benefits of our Parish school environment where Gospel 
values are combined with National Blue Ribbon and STEM certified academics every day. Transfer grants are available 
to new students entering in grades 1 through 7, coming from public, charter or home schools. Curious? Email 
admissions@st-pats.org or call 973-635-4623 to learn more or to schedule a tour!  

 
COMMUNITY INVITED TO SAINT JOHN'S BIBLE LAUNCH AT CALDWELL UNIVERSITY 

 

Caldwell University is inviting the public to the launch for its Year with the Saint John's Bible, 7 PM, Monday,            
Jan. 28,  on campus. This timeless gift of sacred art is the first illuminated, handwritten Bible of monumental size to 
be created in more than 500 years. Tim Ternes, the director of the Saint John’s Bible at the Hill Museum & Manuscript 
Library, will present. A reception will follow. To RSVP go to www.caldwell.edu/thesaintjohnsbible. It was 
commissioned by Benedictine Saint John’s Abbey and University in Collegeville, Minnesota, and the creative director 
was Donald Jackson, senior scribe to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth’s Crown Office. For one year, Caldwell will host 
the Heritage Edition of the Gospels and Acts volume of the Bible, a work of art that unites the ancient Benedictine 
tradition with today’s technology and vision. Groups are invited to book visits during the year at 
thesaintjohnsbible@caldwell.edu or by calling Julie Kajouras at 973-618-3922. Throughout the year, Caldwell will 
present programs and lectures in theology, art, history, science, music and more as they relate to the Bible. 

Tickets are 
available for 

purchase in the 
Sanctuary after 
all Masses this 

weekend and in 
the Parish 
Office and 

online. Claim 
your free gift 
(while supply 

lasts) by 
purchasing your 

ticket after 
Mass or at the 
Parish Office. 

In the event 
that PREP classes, 
Formation sessions, 
or meetings need to 
be cancelled due to 
inclement weather, 
a message will be 
posted on the 
Parish website 
(www.stvirgilparish.
org) at least one 
hour prior to the 
start of session. 

 

mailto:admissions@st-pats.org
http://www.caldwell.edu/thesaintjohnsbible.
mailto:thesaintjohnsbible@caldwell.edu
http://www.stvirgilparish.


Weekly Reflections 
 
Epiphany of the Lord 
Old Testament, Isaiah 60:1-6 
New Testament: Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Christ is the fulfillment of the prophecies of the Old 
Testament from where people grew up learning about 
the prophets.  
 

Isaiah’s ancient writings had made great predictions, of 
which every Jewish child was well aware: “Thick clouds 
cover the peoples; but upon you the Lord shines.”  
“Caravans of camels shall fill you… all from Sheba 
shall come bearing gold and frankincense and 
proclaiming the praises of the Lord.”  The scene that 
we have reflected on so far shows us the new-born, 
incarnate Child being welcomed by the poor and the 
outcast. Christ’s refugee family seemed to have been 
unaware that Herod was still disturbed by the Old 
Testament prediction that a child /King would be 
born, and that Herod would not stop at anything to 
protect his reign. The Holy Family had another 
surprise for themselves. Wealthy educated dromedaries 
came to welcome this little Child. They travelled from 
afar following an ancient star.   

 

There is a great, important message in this. Christ came 
not just for the Israelites; the poor, the shepherds, or 
the homeless. He came for ALL of us, old young, 
wealthy, poor, near, far, Pegan or Jew. This Child is for 
all the world. He didn’t just become “the Teacher” 
when He was older, but right from His birth. 
  

The Wise men came and gave homage to this newborn 
babe, and they returned home to live with what they 
learned. Their life would never be the same. Our hope 
is that we will never be the same either. 
 

Lord, help us use all comprehend the information 
you give to us, Old Testament and New, to enrich 
our faith in You! 
 

EVANGELIZATION CORNER 
 

Evangelization is not a work of the past and 
it isn’t the responsibility of only a chosen 

few and it isn’t just restricted to what is generally 
considered to be “mission territories.” Evangelization 
is the obligation and privilege of every baptized 
Catholic to share the Good News with everyone they 
meet, at all times and in all places. All Catholics are 
called to the ministry of evangelization— are called to 
be missionary disciples. 
 

We have just celebrated the birth of Jesus. In today’s 
gospel of St. Matthew, The Feast of the Epiphany of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, he recalls the visitation by the 
three wise men who bring the Infant Lord gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. In some way the three wise 
men, these first seekers of truth, could be considered 
the first Christian missionaries as they were the first to 
spread the news of the birth of Christ. The word 
Epiphany comes from a Greek verb meaning "to 
reveal," and the celebration today is said to mark the 
revelation of Christ to the Gentiles.  
The objective of evangelization is to share the Good 
News, the Gospel; bring all people into an encounter 
with Jesus Christ. It is one of the distinguishing 
characteristics of Catholicism. It is what makes 
Catholicism different from other religions of the 
world. Nothing less than taking Christ at His word in 
His great commission: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you” (Mt 28:19f). 
 

In 1990, Pope John Paul called for a “new 
evangelization” aimed primarily at those who were the 
first to hear and accept the Gospel but who have 
regrettably strayed from it through indifference or 
secularization.  
 

If you want to offer Jesus a gift in the New Year, there 
are many opportunities for you to make a difference.  
St. Virgil’s offers adult spirituality programs to help you 
learn more about your faith. You can actively 
participate in worship services or volunteer with 
service and outreach ministries. You can also work 
with our youth education programs.  Just look at the 
list on the front of this bulletin for available ministry 
opportunities. You can also pray for and work with one 
lapsed Catholic to bring that person back to a vibrant 
practice of the faith; pray for and work with one person 
who has never been a believer to bring that person into 
the fullness of truth and life found only in Christ’s one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic  
 

God bless and may His grace be with each of us as we 
continue on our journey with Christ. 

St. Virgil’s Evangelization Ministry 
 

 


