
Welcome to St. Virgil’s…  
Mass Intentions for the Week 

Sat., Jan. 12 5:00 PM Anthony Fiore 
Matthew Mancuso 

Sun., Jan. 13 7:30 AM Matthew J. Giraud 
 9:00 AM Joe Barry 

Raymond Winslow 
 10:30 AM Alice Morris 

Patricia Cox 
Jean Williams 

 12:00 PM Ann Marie Lagan 
Mon., Jan. 14 6:30 AM Peter Onorati 
 12:10 PM Frank S. Siano 
Tues., Jan. 15 6:30 AM William Shadwell 
 12:10 PM Nancy Lovenberg 
Wed., Jan. 16 6:30 AM Robert Roche 
 12:10 PM Russell W. Polo 
Thurs., Jan. 17 6:30 AM Brian Boucher 
 12:10 PM Josephine Strongman 
Fri., Jan.18 6:30 AM Esther Glanville 
 12:10 PM Thank You to St. Jude 
Sat., Jan.19 8:00 AM Lucille Montemarano 
 5:00 PM Peter Backes 

William Smith 
Capt. James Powell 

Sun., Jan.20 7:30 AM Loretta Smith 
Patrick Burns 

 9:00 AM Jean Williams 
Sr. Mary Ann Besitka—Special 
Intentions 

 10:30 AM Joseph Loia 
 12:00 PM Antonio & Angela Gabriel 

As we are still receiving Christmas 
donations, we do not have a final 
count.  We will be able to provide 
that amount to you by the end of 
January. 
 

We are very grateful for your 
Christmas kindness and your on-going generosity during 
the year.  The regular collection for the weekend of 
January 5/6 was $12,868 ($9,853 for in pew conations 
and $3,015 from Faith Direct contributions). 
 

2018 Giving Statements will be mailed to all parishioners 
who have used envelopes on or about January 22, 2019. 

 
 

 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Find Your Greatness” 
With Dr. Allan Hunt 

From Dynamic Catholic 
Tickets available in the Parish Office! 

 

Saturday/Sunday January 12/13 
K of C Right to Life Roses at the doors after all Masses 

Find Your Greatness Ticket Sales in the Sanctuary after  
all Masses 

Saturday, January 12 
Red Cross Blood Drive sponsored by the Young Adults Grp 

Confessions, 3:30 – 4:15 PM, Church 
Sunday, January 13 

Choir Rehearsal, 9:30 AM, CR 
Youth Mass, 12 Noon 

1st Year FISH, 6:30 PM, School 
Monday, January 14 

Miraculous Medal Novena following 12:10 PM Mass 
Tuesday, January 15 

Return Support Group, 11 AM, TC 
Wednesday, January 16 

RCIA, 7 PM, CMR 
Thursday, January 17 

Bible Study, 10:30 AM TC 
Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30 PM, Chapel 

Bible Study, 7 PM, Library 
Pastoral Council Meeting, 7:00 PM, TC 

Friday, January 18 
Eucharistic Adoration following 6:30 AM Mass 

Prime Time, 1:00 PM, TC 
Pre Cana, 7 PM, School 
Saturday, January 19 

Confession, 3:30 – 4:15 PM 
Sunday, January 20 

Choir Rehearsal, 9:30 AM, CR 
Jr. High PREP, 1:00-3:15 PM, School 

Youth Band Practice, 5:00 PM, Church 

Among Ourselves 
 

The Altar Flowers honor the memory of 
Capt. James Powell 

from Don & Helen Salerno 
 

We offer our prayerful condolences to the family and friends of 
Alfred Cerrato, Lucille Montemarano, Brian Boucher, 
Alfred Pagan, and Mary Sittman who were called home to the 
Lord.  We pray that Alfred, Lucille, Brian, Alfred and Mary 
rest peacefully with the Lord. 
 

Through the waters of Baptism, we welcome to the parish family 
Joseph James Liccardo, son of Joseph & Bridget. 
 
Please remember in your prayers:  Mary Eileen Prisinzano, 
Noreen Ballon, Eileen Langan, Karen Cullen, Mary 
Sullivan, Colleen Dillon & Family, Bob Taylor, John & 
Elizabeth Zisa, Kamasha Redhead, Stephen Burke, Sandra 
Buck, Janet Dittrich, Tammy Dolan, Mallory Miller, Miah 
Tully, Domenico & Teresa Procopio, Anne Benson, Baby 
Emma Scannelli, Barbara Bock, Mary Maffeo, & Rose 
Marie Warrick. 



Ministry Schedule for January 19 and 20 
 5:00pm Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00 noon 
Cantor Ric Perez  Nina Rangel Janet Winston Nina Rangel 
Lector Steve Welsh D & M Schulz Tom Wendorff D & J McKenna Mary Tiso 
Altar Servers  Anthony Tonini Luken Biggan Anthony Loia Victoria Coté 
   Jake Gringeri  Michael Szoke 
   Chris Urriola   
Extraordinary Marianne Altrui Cathy Marshall Barbara Fisher Viji Alex Tony Avella 
Ministers Jane Fischer Rosemary Paulison Melissa Gringeri Maureen Kelly Andrew DeBlock 
 Marie Hantak Debbie Richenaker Lydia Sesso Frank Miller George Perkins 
 Phyllis Smith Gary Richenaker John Trombetta Karen Schwingel  
 Dan Smith  Mary Jo Tufaro Cheryl Zebick  
 Grace Walsh   Bob Zebick  

The Feast of the Baptism of Our 
Lord closes the Season of 
Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany.  The hidden life of 
Jesus ends.  Now, Jesus is called 
through his baptism in the river 
Jordan at the hands of John the 
Baptist to begin his public 

ministry.  The ritual of immersion into the waters of the river 
Jordan closed the doors on his infancy, childhood and young 
adulthood life in Nazareth.  The descent of the Holy Spirit and 
the voice from heaven: You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased,” begins a new phase in the life of Jesus. 
 

Jesus discovers his calling as Son and Servant of God.  Jesus will 
now realize that he is called to do something different, something 
unique that will fulfill the “expectation” of the people.  Baptism 
reminds us that like Jesus each of us must discover God’s special 
calling in our individual lives and respond wholeheartedly to 
God’s invitation.  
  

John the Baptist was God’s messenger, a preparer of the way of 
the Lord, an announcer of the “one mightier than” himself.  John’s 
style was peculiar and unique.  His preaching was about the 

impending and frightening judgment of God.  He called people to 
show their repentance by openly and publically entering the 
waters of the Jordan river. 
 

Jesus, on the other hand, was a gentle light for the world.  During 
his Baptism he was engaged in prayer and remained always a 
person of prayer all his life.  His identity and mission flowed from 
his profound relationship with God His Father and the Holy 
Spirit.  He lived as the Beloved Son in whom God was always well 
pleased.   
 

This week is a good time to revisit our own Baptism - take a look 
at our Baptism photos and videos.  Perhaps we have saved our 
baptismal candle and dress.  Maybe we could visit the church of 
our baptism, and even chat with the priest/deacon who baptized 
us.  But most of all, spend some time listening deeply to the “voice 
of God” who tells us repeatedly: You are my Beloved!  
 

Whenever we enter or leave church, bless yourself with the holy 
water and remind yourself who you are and to whom you belong: 
The Father + the Son + and the Holy Spirit. 
 

May we together discover that we are a people called to be 
prayerful and active in the love of God and our neighbor.  May 
God bless us all - Fr. Lance 

 

Parish Postings 
 

A Calling to Serve as an Extraordinary Minister 
 

A wonderful opportunity for members of the laity of St. Virgil’s 
to share the Body and Blood of Our Lord with fellow parishioners 
is through the distribution of Holy Communion. Extraordinary 
Ministers (also referred to as Eucharistic Ministers or EMs) serve 
St. Virgil’s and the local community by making Holy Communion 
available to all the faithful. EMs may serve in several capacities: 
assisting the priest and deacon at weekday and weekend Masses 
and/or bringing the Eucharist to the homebound and area nursing 
homes, such as Morris View, Sunrise Assisted Living and Arbor 
Terrace. Each EM chooses how he or she wishes to serve. 
 

This privilege is available to men and women who have received 
Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation.  They are practicing 
Catholics living in harmony with the teachings of the Church. 
Extraordinary Ministers are asked to re-certify every three years. 
 

Extraordinary Ministers commit to attend a training session and 
review meetings, as needed. Those serving at Mass are scheduled 
according to their preferred Mass time and frequency. Most EMs 
serve once or twice a month. Schedules are prepared a week in 
advance. They also take into consideration other family members 
who may also participate during the Mass (e.g., lector, altar server, 
music ministry, usher) and schedule everyone for the same time. 
 
 

 

St. Virgil’s will be offering a training session on January 26 at 
8:30am in the church. If you are interested in serving your 
parish as an Extraordinary Minister either at Mass or to the 
homebound, please contact Fr. Lance at 973-538-1418 or email 
him at frlance@optonline.net. Current EMs who feel the need 
for a “refresher” are also invited. 

 
 

Fr. Lance’s Letter 

Tickets are 
available for 
purchase in 

the 
Sanctuary 

after all 
Masses this 

weekend 
and in the 

Parish 
Office and 

online. 
Claim your 

free gift 
(while 

supply lasts) 

mailto:frlance@optonline.net.


 

Prime Time 
 

Happy New Year to all our Prime Timers. Are you wondering what will be happening around town in the next few months? Come join us 
on Friday. January 18th in the Tracy Center at 1 pm. Our guest speaker Sue McCluskey will fill us in on all the local up-coming events. In 
addition, we will have our usual 50/50 drawing, a wonderful, tasty dessert table and of course, the best social afternoon of the New Year 
(so far!) Please come join us, catch up on the happenings of your friends and neighbors and enjoy a relaxing afternoon. Questions? Call 
Kathy Sisler (973-538-1379). 

 

Faith Formation 
 

Religious Education Schedule for January & February 
 

PREP K – 4 Jr. High PREP 5-8 Jr. High Masses 
9 AM 

FISH 
(Confirmation) 

Youth Masses 
12:00 Noon 

10:15-11:45 AM  
January 6 & 27 

February 10 & 24 

Sunday: 1-3:15 PM 
January 20 

February 24 

January 27 6:30 PM 
1st Yr:  January 13 

February 10 

January 13 
February 10 & 24 

1st Eucharist Retreat 
January 26:  

Monday: 7 – 8:15 PM  
January 7 & 27 

February 4 & 25 

 2nd Yr:  January 27  

 

 In the event that PREP classes, Formation sessions, or meetings need to be cancelled due to inclement weather, a message will 
be posted on the Parish website (www.stvirgilparish.org) at least one hour prior to the start of session. 
 

Men’s Cornerstone: “Did you ever wonder what kind of gift you could give to a friend…a loved one…or even yourself 
this coming Christmas? A gift that would leave a lasting memory and even perhaps change someone’s life for the better. 
What better way to show your concern than to find a way to strengthen your personal relationship with Jesus Christ and to 
gain a better understanding of God’s Plan for You. Be on the lookout for the registration for the upcoming Cornerstone 
VII Retreat scheduled for February 15 & 16 at Loyola.” 

 

Men’s Retreat ~ The men of the parish are invited to take part in the annual Men’s Retreat at Loyola Jesuit Center in Morristown.  
Here are some quick facts: 

When is the retreat?  Friday, January 18, thru Sunday, January 20 
What is the retreat?  An opportunity of prayer, listening, and self-examination 
What is the theme?  “Surrender? Learning to Yield to Loving to our God 
Who is the presenter?  Fr. Tom Marciniak, SJ 
Cost of the retreat?  A FREE WILL OFFERING 

You are invited to a quiet weekend of prayer as God speaks to you in the silence of your heart.  For more details, call Michael Butchko 
at 973-216-4874 or email retreathouse@loyola.org.  You can also register online at www.loyola.org. 
 

Casting Crowns "Only Jesus" Tour with Zach Williams and Austin French 
 

Friday, February 22, 2019 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm at Newark Prudential Center 
Tickets $40 

 

     Please RSVP and have ticket money to the parish office by Wednesday, Jan. 16! 
 

Come lift up your Spirit and chase away the winter blues. Share the experience with friends and family! We will try to get a group seating 
section and either meet there or carpool, depending on the number of responses. Questions: please contact Teresa Rangel at 
rangel.svprep@gmail.com 
 

Ministries and Outreaches 
 

ON-LINE APPLICATIONS FOR APPALACHIA 2019 ARE NOW OPEN. PLEASE SEE WEBSITE FOR 
DETAILS. The deadline for applying is January 14 at 4:00 p.m. Please contact Penny Manser at 
mansersvym@gmail.com with any questions. Trip dates are July 13 to 21, 2019.  Come share this mission to serve with 
us! 
 

DID YOU GET NEW TOOLS FOR CHRISTMAS?? 
 

If you were lucky and received new tools for Christmas, the Appalachia Outreach Team would love to have your old ones. We are currently 
in need of cordless (battery powered) drills and circular saws for our work teams. Electricity is in short supply on our sites, so cordless tools 
work best. We are also in need of good quality screwdrivers, pliers, and wrenches. Our teams this past year worked on homes that needed 
plumbing help, flooring replaced, ramps built and of course, our favorite, roofing. As we are working under Holy Trinity in Harlan, we need 
a few more tools as we are doing more on-site homeowner repairs. Any and all help is greatly appreciated. Please look for updates on our 
upcoming mission to Harlan. In His Grace, Penny  

http://www.stvirgilparish.org)
mailto:retreathouse@loyola.org.
http://www.loyola.org.
mailto:rangel.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:mansersvym@gmail.com


 

KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS HAPPENINGS 
 

Country Line  
Dance Night 

 

Saturday, February 2, 2019 
7:00 to 10:00 PM 

Featuring 
 

Bill and Diane of  
                                Cowboys and Sweethearts 

     St. Virgil’s School Gym 
    238 Speedwell Ave., Morris Plains, NJ 

 

                            Admission- $7 
 

Sponsored by  
The Bishop McLaughlin Council  

Knights of Columbus 

St. Virgil Parish & Knights of Columbus 
2nd Annual All You Can East Barbecue 

Food Fest 
 

Saturday, January 26 from 6 – 8 PM 
                  St. Virgil School Gym 

 

Price:  $25/person; $100 Family Reservation by 1/19/19 
Price: $30 at the door the evening of the event 
 

All food supplied by Minuteman Barbecue of Morristown 
 

All you can eat menu includes:  pulled pork, pulled chicken, beef 
brisket, potato slider rolls, Cole slaw, bourbon baked beans, mac 
and cheese, mild & hot BBQ sauce, BYOB: 
 

Registration forms available the doors of the church and in the 
Parish Office.  

Christmas Thank You 
 

Star of Bethlehem Thank You 
 

Through your generous donations a total of $20,470 was received 
for our Christmas Star of Bethlehem program. 
 

The following charities/agencies received the gift cards with 
overwhelming gratitude:  St. Peter’s Village, Family Promise, 
Office of Temporary Assistance, Morris County Youth Shelter, 
and our own parish families. 
 

St. Peter’s Village not only provides a home-like environment 
for boys 15-18 but also provides for their education.  It is nice to 
know that some of the boys have gone on to college and have 
begun careers due to the nurturing received at St. Peter’s. 
 

Family Promise provides emergency shelter to families who 
have experienced the crisis of homelessness.  The agency is 
dedicated to helping families obtain gainful employment and 
independent housing. 
 

The Office of Temporary Assistance is a facility where those in 
desperate need go for emergency help.  Most of the gift cards are 
used for food since that is the most urgent need.  Clothing, 
medicine (prescription and OTC), children and infant needs are 
also provided.  This agency keeps a Distribution Log detailing 
how each gift card is sued.  Recipients are told that their card(s) 
come from the people of St. Virgil’s Parish. 
 

The Morris County Youth Shelter cares for teens who have 
experienced emotional and behavioral challenges.  They are 
provided with professional guidance enabling them to become 
productive members of our society. 
 

Families in our parish receive help with gift cards not only at 
Christmas but throughout the year. 
 

St. Virgil’s parishioners have once again answered the call to 
those less fortunate in our community. 

 

ST. VIRGIL’S PARISH – WHERE CHARITY AND 
LOVE PREVAIL! 

 

Thank you for your donations. 
 

A Thank You from Morris County Office of Temporary 
Assistance 
On behalf of the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders, 
I would like to thank you and the congregation of St. Virgil’s 
Parish once again for another generous donation of gift cards in 
the amount of $10,030 to the MC Office of Temporary 
Assistance.  The gift cards will help those served by the OTA to 
purchase necessities that their benefits cannot provide.  These 
items include prescription and non-prescription medicines, 
diapers and baby items, clothing, bedding, small appliances, 
school supplies, gas cards, personal care products, and 
household cleaning items.  We are truly fortunate that your 
parish continues to include the OTA in this charitable event each 
year and we wish you a Happy Holiday and prosperous New 
Year.  Sincerely, Doublas R. Cabana, Freehold Director. 
 

A Thank You from the Morris County Youth Shelter 
On behalf of the residents and staff of the Morris County Youth 
Shelter, I would like to thank you all for the wonderful Christmas 
gifts and donations.  Without your assistance it would be 
impossible to make the residents’ holiday a joyful one.  Stan 
Firer, Youth Activities Coordinator 
 

Thank you so much for making this Christmas/Holiday season 
special for all the kids.  We truly appreciated everything they 
received. It made our day!  Thanks! Staff & Residents at the 
Youth Shelter 

 

Around the Diocese/Town 
 

2018 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Here I Am, Lord! 

 

If you have yet to respond to the 2018 Bishop’s Annual Appeal, there is still time to do so as the 2018 Appeal funds are used to support 
ministries and programs through the end of the diocesan fiscal year on June 30, 2019.  Your gift is a great blessing and valued so we can 
serve Christ by service his people.  For your convenience, you can make an online gift at www.2018appeal.org 

http://www.2018appeal.org


 

Assumption Separated and Divorced Catholics 
Support Group 

Happy New Year! This is a reminder that we are having our 
next monthly meeting on Monday, January 14, 2019 at 7:00 
in Rauscher Hall. Hope to see you! 
 

Tour St. Patrick School Every Wednesday 
Did you know St. Patrick School is ONE of only FOUR 
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN THE NATION 
to be nationally STEM certified in ALL grades? Is that the kind of 
education you want for YOUR child? Learn more at Walk-In 
Wednesdays – stop by St. Patrick School any Wednesday 
between 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. for a personal tour.  Can’t make 
Wednesdays? Call 973-635-4623 or email admissions@st-pats.org 
to schedule a time that works for you and your family! 

 
 
 

STRESS in Your Marriage? • Do you feel lost, alone or bored in 
your marriage? • Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your 
spouse? • Are you constantly fighting? Or, do you simply shut 
down? • Have you thought about separation or divorce? • Does 
talking about it only make it worse? RETROUVAILLE is a 
Lifeline to Help Couples Heal and Renew their Marriages 
sponsored by the Office of Family Life, Secretariat of Pastoral and 
Family Life, Diocese of Metuchen, NJ. RETROUVAILLE 
consists of a weekend experience for married couples (no group 
discussions) with six follow-up sessions. The upcoming weekend 
is February 8-10, 2019. All inquiries are confidential. For further 
facts, kindly contact the Family Life Office 732-243-4573, Rich 
732-236-0671 or Annette Colasuonno 732-672-0748.  

 

Weekly Reflections 
 

BAPTISM OF JESUS 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
 

Each of the Gospel readings gives us some account of the 
Baptism of Christ. When all gospel readings report on the same 
incident, it makes us pay special attention to what is being 
reported. The opening statement from Isaiah is important: “I 
formed you, and set you as a covenant of the people...to open the 
eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement…”  
 

Christ is the fulfillment of what Isaiah had preached years before. 
Based upon the knowledge the Israelites had from the prophets’ 
statements, people were already wondering if John or Christ fit 
the prophetic words. John continually told the people that he is 
not the Messiah, but that He would be coming. There was a 
gathering of those who wished to be baptized, one of them being 
Christ Himself. “... heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.”  
 

This marked the beginning of Christ’s public life. From the 
Baptism on, Christ taught, cured, and preached all that His Father 
wished Him to do. We do not know if all those there heard the 
words from heaven, or just Christ heard them.  The Gospels vary 
on this. There is no confusion, however, about the significance of 
that day, and its significance to Christ. 
 

Baptism in one of the few Sacraments that is only received once. 
Even if one were baptized into another sect of Christianity, if you 
are Baptized into that faith in Christ, you are never “re-baptized 
into the Roman rite, or any other Christian rite for that matter. 
Baptism forms this covenant between Christ and the Baptized. 
We who are baptized are sealed forever as one of Christ’s own.  A 
covenant is a serious commitment. We are stating that He will be 
our God, and we shall be His people. It is a very lopsided promise 
between God and man. We humans bring very little to the 
bargaining table. Christ bears the lion’s share of the agreement. It 
should make us feel very humble to think about this wondrous 
promise.   
 

Lord, as we start this new liturgical year, help us to ponder this covenant 
between You and us, and be grateful for it!   

 

EVANGELIZATION CORNER 
 

Today, as we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, we 
are reminded that through the sacrament of baptism 

we become God’s sons and daughters—no longer separated from 
God by sin. Through the sacrament of baptism, we are called and 
empowered to share in the mission of Jesus; to evangelize. This 
call to evangelism is as old as the Church herself and the 
requirement to evangelize is one of the seven mandatory Precepts 
of the Church, binding on all Catholics.  
 

For an adult convert, he or she being baptized makes a public 
profession of faith and discipleship and their soul is cleansed from 
sin; they die to sin (Romans 6:11) and are raised to a brand-new life 
(Colossians 2:12). 
 

But, unfortunately, there are many Catholics who present their 
child for baptism, but who themselves are marginal and not 
actively participating in their faith. These, as Pope Benedict XVI 
said, are the prime targets of the New Evangelization. A family 
baptism provides an ideal opportunity for evangelization; an 
opportunity to be reminded of and to retell and, maybe for the 
first time for some to hear, who Jesus is, what he accomplished 
for us and how he is present to us today in his Church and 
sacraments.  
 

The sacrament of baptism illustrates, in dramatic way, the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ. It also depicts our death to sin 
and our new life in Christ. The Bible attests that through baptism; 
“For we were buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just 
as Christ has risen from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too 
also may walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4) 
 

Saint Peter tells us in Acts 2:38-39 - “Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; For to you 
is the promise and to your children and for all …...”.   Jesus also said that 
no-one can enter heaven unless he is born again of water and the 
Holy Spirit (Jn 3:5).  
 

God bless and may His grace be with each of us as we continue 
on our journey with Christ. 

St. Virgil’s Evangelization Ministry 

Please remember the Interfaith Food Pantry while you are doing your grocery shopping. Pantry needs are extensive this time of year.  Current needs are:  canned fruit, 
spaghetti/pasta sauce, tomato products, cereal-low sugar, high fiber, white and brown rice, dry milk, evaporated milk, calcium-fortified milk alternatives, tuna fish, peanut 
butter (18oz), canned meats and meals, Rice-A-Roni, Pasta-Roni, Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, all varieties of soups, Stage 1, Stage 2 and Stage 3 baby food, baby 
cereal, baby wipes, reusable grocery shopping bags, Boost or Ensure regular and glucose control. 

mailto:admissions@st-pats.org

