
Welcome to St. Virgil’s…  
Mass Intentions for the Week 

Sat., Feb. 16 5:00 PM Anthony Cerrato 
Sun., Feb. 17 7:30 AM Jean Williams 

Phyllis & Francis D’Annunzio 
 9:00 AM Alice Morris 
 10:30 AM Brian Boucher 

Devon Adair 
 12:00 PM Robert Roche 

John Hooper—3rd Anniversary 
Mon., Feb. 18 6:30 AM Jack Schultz 
 12:10 PM Margaret Conforti 

Vincent McGuinness 
Tues., Feb. 19 6:30 AM Jean Williams 
 12:10 PM Bernadina Diokno 

Wendy Hoffman—Special 
Intentions 
Jackie Donnelley—Special 
Intentions 
Louis John D’Souza & 
Claudine D’Souza 

Wed., Feb. 20 6:30 AM Tracey Belcastro 
 12:10 PM Thomas Kerr 

Annie Jean Norton 
Tom & Doreen Gazzo—
Special Intentions 

Thurs., Feb. 21 6:30 AM Brian Boucher 
 12:10 PM Craig Davidson 

Marisa Rincon 
Fri., Feb. 22 6:30 AM Loretta Smith—2nd 

Anniversary 
Irma Vigilante 

 12:10 PM Bud Miller 
Sat., Feb. 23 8:00 AM In Thanksgiving for the 

Bernardo Family 
 5:00 PM Joan Cannon 

George Stummer 
Mollie McKeon 
Dennis Farrell 

Sun., Feb. 24 7:30 AM Jean Williams 
Elinor Mantone 

 9:00 AM Peter Gallo 
Ines D. Bernardo 

 10:30 AM Anthony Cerrato 
Patrick Havers 

 12:00 PM Fahmy Morcos 
Craig Davidson 
Ann Marie Lagan 

 

Among Ourselves 
 

Please remember in your prayers:  Margaret Ellis, Mary Eileen 
Prisinzano, Noreen Ballon, Eileen Langan, Karen Cullen, 
Colleen Dillon & Family, Bob Taylor, John & Elizabeth Zisa, 
Kamasha Redhead, Stephen Burke, Sandra Buck, Janet 
Dittrich, Mallory Miller, Miah Tully, Domenico & Teresa 
Procopio, Sue & Silvano, Anne Benson, Baby Emma Scannelli, 
Barbara Bock, Mary Maffeo, & Rose Marie Warrick. 
 

Please pray for all those serving in defense of our Country, both 
at home and abroad, especially: 
 Lieutenant Commander Daniel M. Leahey 
 Lieutenant Patrick J. Leahey 
 Lieutenant Mark C. Leahey 
 Lieutenant R. Andrew McGuinness 
 Lieutenant Mark Van Orden 
 Captain Gary Windt 
 Petty Officer 2nd Class Timothy Butchko 
 Master Sergeant. T.J. Hopkins 

We are very grateful for your on-going generosity during the year.  The regular collection for the weekend of February 
9/10 was $9,328 ($7,273 for in pew donations and $1,027 from Faith Direct).  
 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Find Your Greatness” 
With Dr. Allan Hunt 

From Dynamic Catholic 
Tickets available the weekends of  

February 23/24 or in the Parish Office 
 

Sunday, February 17 
Choir Rehearsal, 9:30 AM, CR 

Youth Band Practice, 5 – 6 PM, Church 
 

Monday, February 18 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10 PM Mass 

 

Tuesday, February 19 
Return Support Group, 11 AM, TC 

 

Wednesday, February 20 
RCIA, 7 PM, CMR 

 

Thursday, February 21 
Bible Study, 10:30 AM, TC 

Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30 PM, Chapel 
Bible Study, 7 PM, Library 

Pastoral Council Meeting, 7 PM, TC 
 

Friday, February 22 
Eucharistic Adoration following the 6:30 AM Mass 

 

Saturday/Sunday, February 23/24 
Little Sisters of the Poor Door Collection 

Find Your Greatness Ticket Sales behind the Altar 
 

Saturday, February 23 
Appalachia Pancake Breakfast at Appleby’s, 8 – 10 AM 

Confessions, 3:30 – 4:15 PM 
 

Sunday, February 24 
Choir Rehearsal, 9:30 AM, CR 

PREP K-4, 10:15 – 11:45 AM, School 
Youth Mass, 12 noon 



DOOR COLLECTION FOR THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR 
 

The Little Sisters of the Poor are committed to preserving the original charism of their Foundress Saint Jeanne Jugan, by giving 
happiness to the Elderly and meeting their needs at their St. Joseph’s Home for the Elderly in Totowa. This year the Little Sisters 
are celebrating their 150th year of coming to the United States. You can learn about their mission to the aged by visiting 
www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org. The Little Sisters will be at our Parish next weekend, February 23/24 to ask for our 
assistance with their important work. Please prayerfully consider your support.  
 

Ministry Schedule for February 23/24 
 5:00pm Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00 noon 
Cantor Ric Perez  Nina Rangel Jonathan Blanco Youth Choir 
Lector Steve Welsh D & M Schultz Kathy Butchko Kathy Sisler Youth Minister 
Altar Servers Jake Kosakowshi  Breanna Barton Ally McLoughlin Victoria Coté 
    Bobby McLoughlin Michael Gopon 
Extraordinary Nicea D’Annunzio Shirley Fleury Dianna DeLorenzo Maureen Kelly Kelly Burrows 
Ministers Marie Hantak Margaret Flory Joe DeLorenzo Wendy Nunn John FitzPatrick 
 Karen Schwingel Cathy Marshall Chris Letta Michele Para Tina Gopon 
 Pete Sesso Joan Sambrowski June Sambrwoski Pat Para Kevin Gopon 
 Phyllis Smith  John Trombetta Sue Carol Scannelli Frank Miller 
 Dan Smith   Jim Scannelli Penny Manser 

 

We begin our Baptism 
ceremony at St. Virgil by 
inviting the Knights of 
Columbus to meet with the 
parents and child to-be-
baptized.  Our Knights 
welcome the family and 

offer the mother a white long-stemmed rose, the father 
a lapel pin, and their child his/her first rosary beads.  
This greeting is to congratulate the parents for being 
co-creators of a new life, for bringing their child to 
term and for wanting their child to be baptized into the 
Catholic faith.  Our Knights of Columbus are strong 
and firm about the Right to Life, the dignity of every 
human being, and their desire to support life through 
all phases of our human existence. 
 

I mention this special ministry because I was recently 
made aware of the States of New York and Virginia 
“legalizing abortion up until the moment before birth”.  
I am not schooled in the medical field and do not fully 
understand many of the medical procedures.  But I feel 
compelled to join in denouncing these laws that cause 
the murder of infants who have no voice, no 
opportunity, no right to life.  I am very, very disturbed 
by what the Governor Northam of Virginia had to say: 
“So in this particular example if a mother is in labor, I 
can tell you exactly what would happen, the infant 
would be delivered.  The infant would be kept 
comfortable.  The infant would be resuscitated if that’s 
what the mother and the family desired, and then a 
discussion would ensure between the physicians and 
the mother” - The intent of his comments was not 
clear.  But some conservative commentators and 
lawmakers took his remarks to mean he was discussing 
the possibility of letting a newborn die - even 

“infanticide.”  
 

The New York Governor Cuomo signed the bill on 
January 22 titled: The Reproductive Health Act.  This 
bill allows abortion (murder of infants) on demand, “at 
any time in a pregnancy, up to birth”.  The procedure 
of “dilation and curettage” are medical terms that veil 
the license to dismember an infant living in the womb 
of its mother.  What is very revolting is the fanfare that 
took place while this bill was being signed.  This was 
not a simple agreement to kill, it was an acclamation of 
“demonic mirth” permitting the murder of the 
innocent. 
 

There are more than 3,300 crisis pregnancy centers in 
our nation.  Here expectant parents receive life-
affirming assistance, real medicine and humane 
treatment.  At St. Virgil, our Rosary Society often 
appeals to our support of such caring centers.  We 
support life, in all its phases.  We do this because God 
has created each of us in His Image and Likeness.  In 
signing this morally outrageous bill, God and every 
human person in the womb is signed out.  There is no 
moral conscience in this matter.  I can’t imagine what 
the next step will be when the Author of Life is denied 
His permission to allow us to co-create Life. 
 

Do not be silent; do not be afraid; do not give in to 
conversations and discussions about this grave matter: 
The Life of the Unborn.  I pray for you, our parents 
every day.  I pray and thank God for you who have the 
daily courage to be co-creators with our Loving God, 
caring for your children, and raising them up in His 
Image and Likeness.  Stand tall and strong in this 
matter of life.  Love them always.  May God bless you 
with an abundance of patient love until we all will be 
in the loving embrace of God our Father - Fr. Lance 

Fr. Lance’s Letter 

http://www.littlesistersofthepoortotowa.org.


Weekly Reflections 
 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time’ 
Old Testament: Jeremiah 17: 5-8  
New Testament: Luke 6:20-26 
 

As we continue our study of the unity between the Old 
and New Testaments, we also see how strongly Christ 
knows so well the faith He had been raised in as a 
Jewish boy.  He knew the meaning the Old Testament 
stories and used them to convey His own story. 

 

Today’s readings show us where we need to put our 
values. In Jeremiah, we are told over and over to put 
our trust in the Lord, not material “stuff” of the flesh, 
created or devised by human beings. Luke’s Gospel 
follows up with his version of the paradox of the 
beatitudes, telling us that the poor, the oppressed, the 
hungry and the sorrowful are blessed; and their 
counterparts will suffer, and warns: “Woe to you who 
laugh now, for you will grieve and weep.” 
   

This reading is tough on us. We all want to have it both 
ways!  We want to put our trust in God and His 
precepts, yet we also want just enough of the things of 
this world to feel comfortable and secure. Without 
looking too far into our lives, we all can find plenty of 
those woes” in our lives, for many of us have had and 
all of us must know or have a relative, friend, neighbor 
or loved one suffering from cancer, a heart problem, a

stroke, a disease, an injury, poverty and other troubles.  
So, what do Jeremiah and Christ tell us we should be 
doing with all of these traumas in our lives and in the 
lives of those we know and/or love? The common 
theme from Jeremiah and Luke’s writings is that we 
must put our trust in God, not in the values of this 
world, money, “stuff,” even health; that if we are able 
to put our trust in God, life will be easier for us; and 
that we will be able to find that peace that we all desire. 
Christ’s life shows us that we need to trust in God most 
when times are difficult.   
 

It seems that we spend the first part of our life 
acquiring things, and the last part trying to get rid of 
them all. We should let those things come and go 
without our giving them another thought. Let us just 
put our full trust in God, rather than in becoming a rich 
or valued man or woman or concerned about what we 
have gathered.  
 

Let us listen to what Christ said: “Rejoice and leap for 
joy on that day! For behold your reward will be great 
in heaven.” And so, we pray a traditional prayer: “Oh 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my trust in You.” 
 

Lord, help us keep our thoughts on the end zone. 
In You we trust.  

 

Parish Postings 
 

 In the event that PREP classes, Formation sessions, or meetings need to be cancelled due to inclement 
weather, a message will be posted on the Parish website (www.stvirgilparish.org) at least one hour prior to 
the start of session. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over 425 registrations have been accepted to date with a maximum of 600 seats available, so please stop by the 
registration desk after the Masses next weekend to reserve your spot…time is ticking. 
 

Help Wanted:  Altar Angels 
 
Would you consider being an altar 
angel?  No experience necessary.  Work 
from home.  Requires washing and 
ironing of purificators used at Mass.  
Washing towels used for drying vessels 

at Mass, and when needed washing and ironing of altar 
cloths.  Many hands make the burden light.  If interested, 
please contact Pat Para at 973-452-8417 or email me at 
motown9@att.net. 

Volunteers Needed at Morris View Health Care 
 

For many years, St. Virgil parishioners have assembled at 
Morris View Health Care Center on West Hanover Avenue 
on Tuesday mornings to bring the Eucharist to the 
residents.  For residents who are mobile, the volunteers 
escort them to and from the chapel.  For those that are 
confined to their beds, the extraordinary ministers bring 
them the Eucharist.  If you are available on Tuesday 
mornings and would like to join the Morris View volunteers, 
please contact Maureen Kelly at (973) 267-0022 or Deacon 
Merle Sisler at (973) 538-1379. 

Saturday, March 30, 2019 

9 AM – 1 PM 

Tickets $25 

Tickets on sale in the Sanctuary 
after all Masses on the weekends 
of February 23/24 and in the Parish 
Office. 

http://www.stvirgilparish.org)
mailto:motown9@att.net.


Faith Formation 
 

Religious Education Schedule for February & March 
 

PREP K – 4 Jr. High PREP 5-8 Jr. High Masses 
9 AM 

FISH 
(Confirmation) 

Youth Masses 
12:00 Noon 

10:15-11:45 AM  
February 24 

Sunday: 1-3:15 PM 
March 10 

March 3 6:30 PM 
1st Yr.: March 10 

February 24 
 March 10 

March 10 
 

Monday: 7 – 8:15 PM  
February 25  

March 11 & 25 

   

WOMEN’S CORNERSTONE 
MARCH 15 - 16 

“HE RESTORES MY SOUL” 
 

What is the Women’s Cornerstone Retreat? It is a 
program for spiritual renewal and personal growth. It 
is an experience for women by women. We come 
together to grow in the knowledge and love of God. 
During the 24-hour retreat, you will listen to the faith 
journeys of other women and focus on your own 
spiritual development. It's a time for you to engage in 
quiet reflection, and to get to know other Catholic 
women. The retreat will take place at Villa Pauline 
Retreat and Spiritual Center in Mendham, and the cost 
is $150. Please contact Chrissy West at 973-809-1646, 
email costa1112@yahoo.com for more information, or 
register online at assumptionparish.org/womens-
cornerstone-retreat 
 

There are four of us from St. Virgil's on the team now 
and we would sure love to see more candidates! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
 
A prayerful review of the Sunday readings. Thursday 
mornings at 10:30 AM in the Tracy Center. Contact:  
Kathy Sisler (973) 538-1379 

 

Thursday Evening Bible Study: 
The Book of Exodus 

 
In this study we will see it is NOT just an exciting 
rescue mission but has a goal of freedom from sin. We 
will learn what God means by calling Himself “I AM”. 
Join us Thursday evenings in the School Library at 7 
PM.  Contact:  Phil Alcock at 
philipalcock1@verizon.net.  

 

Ice and Christ Skate-a-thon 
 

Thursday, March 14 ~ 4 – 6 PM 
 

At the Mennan Arena 
$7 entrance fee includes skate rentals 

Contact Chris Letta at letta.svprep@gmail.com  
for details 

 

Pilgrimage to  
The Divine Mercy Shrine  

in Stockbridge, Massachusetts on 
Friday, June 14 

 

The grounds of the National Shrine 
consist of 375 acres of land nestled in 
the beautiful Berkshire Mountains in 

Western Massachusetts.  The name of the property is 
called “Eden Hill” because of its natural beauty.  On 
the grounds of Eden Hill, you can explore the National 
Shrine Church which offers daily Mass, confessions, 
adoration, rosary, benediction, the chaplet of Divine 
Mercy, the blessing of religious articles and a blessing 
with a first-class relic of St. Faustina.  There are five 
outdoor shrines including life-size Stations of the 
Cross.  Their gift shop is the largest religious articles 
store in New England.  
 

Plan to join our Parish Pilgrimage on June 14.  Bus 
transportation and a box lunch will be provided for 
$45.  More details will follow.  

 

Return: How to Draw Your Child Back to Church 
Many of us are concerned about our children, they 
don’t go to Mass anymore, we may not even be certain 
they still believe in God.  We know the only way to 
heaven is through Jesus Christ, by being part of 
Christ’s body on earth—which is the Catholic Church.  
Join us as we explore Brandon Vogt’s book Return:  
How to Draw Your Child Back to Church and discuss ideas 
that will lead our children back to church.  Join us 
Tuesday mornings at 11 AM in the Tracy Center. 
Contact:  philipalcock1@verizon.net 

 

mailto:costa1112@yahoo.com
mailto:philipalcock1@verizon.net.
mailto:letta.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:philipalcock1@verizon.net


Ministries and Outreaches 
 

Appalachia Outreach 2019 
 

 Appalachia Team Meeting 
February 24 @ 1pm 

March 31 @ 1pm 
 

St. Virgil's Appalachian 
Outreach Team 

Pancake Breakfast  
on Saturday, February 23 ~ 8am-10am 

Applebee's, 240 Route 10, East Hanover, NJ 
 

Tickets cost $10/person. They can be purchased from any 
team member or by contacting Julie O'Kane: 
juliepokane@yahoo.com OR 973-656-0654]. Tickets will 
also be available for purchase at the door. 
 

Your breakfast includes pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, 
and a beverage (coffee, tea, juice, or soda). It will be served 
(and cleaned up!) by a smiling Appalachia Team member. 
 

Donations are also happily accepted and greatly appreciated! 
Thanks so much for your support! 

Appalachia Youth Leaders Meeting 
March 6 @ 8:30pm 

 

Early Spring Cleaning!  
 

If you were lucky and received new tools 
for Christmas, the Appalachia Outreach 
Team would love to have your old ones. 
We are currently in need of cordless (battery powered) drills 
and circular saws for our work teams. Electricity is in short 
supply on our sites, so cordless tools work best. We are also in 
need of good quality screwdrivers, pliers, and wrenches.  
 

Our teams this past year worked on homes that needed 
plumbing help, flooring replaced, ramps built and of course, 
our favorite, roofing. As we are now working under Holy 
Trinity in Harlan, we need a few more tools as we are doing 
more on-site homeowner repairs. Any and all help is greatly 
appreciated. 
  
Please look for updates on our upcoming mission to Harlan.  

Around the Diocese 
 

Even in Morris County, NJ, which is often 
ranked as one of the best counties in the 
nation in which to live, there are many 
households struggling. Please remember 
to bring an item for the Food Pantry when 
you come to Mass each Sunday. You can 

consult their website – www.mcifp.org for a complete list 
of needs, but following is a list of their current needs:  
canned fruit; spaghetti & pasta sauce; tomato products; 
cereal-low sugar & high fiber; pasta and whole grain pasta; 
white rice & brown rice in 1 or 2 lb. sizes; dry milk in 1 qt. 
package; evaporated milk; calcium-fortified milk 
alternatives such as soy, rice or almond milk; canned beans 
tuna fish; canned meats and meals; Rice-A-Roni; Pasta-
Roni; Hamburger Helper; Tuna Helper; macaroni & 
cheese; condensed, hearty, and low-sodium varieties of all 
soups; baby items including Stage 1 meats, meals and fruits 
and vegetables; Stage 2 meats and meals; Stage 3 meats and 
meals and vegetables; rice variety of baby cereal; reusable 
grocery shopping bags; Boost or Ensure regular, and Boost 
Glucose Control or Glucerna. 
 

Christian Conversion 
St. Ann Church invites you to join us for our Lenten 
Mission Sunday, March 10, at 7:00 PM. Our presenter, Rev. 
Jared Brogan, pastor of St. Catherine of Siena Church, Mt. 
Lakes, will speak at all weekend masses giving us a sneak 
preview to Sunday night’s program “Conversion: Called, 
Nourished, Sent.” All Are Welcome. 

Upcoming Days of Pray at Loyola Retreat Center 
 

LOYOLA DAY OF PRAYER – Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday; March 6, 2019 

9:00am – 3:00pm 
Loyola Jesuit Center; Morristown, NJ 

Cost: $40 Includes breakfast, lunch, Reconciliation, Mass and 
distribution of ashes 

Led by: Rev. Tom Marciniak, S.J. 
Register at www.loyola.org 

 
LOYOLA DAY OF PRAYER – Discernment 

Learn practical ways to discover what God is calling us do to 
in the big and small decisions of our lives. 

Sunday, March 24, 2019 
2:00pm – 7:00pm Includes Dinner and Mass 

Loyola Jesuit Center; Morristown, NJ 
Cost: $40 Includes dinner and Mass 

Led by: Marie Santana, Spiritual Director 
Register at www.loyola.org 

 

Join St. Patrick School for  
Tiny Tot Thursdays 

on February 21! 
 
Parents and caregivers of children up to 5 years old, please join 
St. Patrick School for Tiny Tot Thursdays on February 21 at 10 
AM. Evan Skinner from Chatham Emergency Squad will 
host story time for the little ones, followed by craft time with 
SPS Art Teacher, Mrs. Vowells. RSVP by emailing 
admissions@st-pats.org or by calling 973-635-4623. For more 
information on Tiny Tot Thursdays, visit www.st-pats-school.org

 

mailto:juliepokane@yahoo.com
http://www.mcifp.org
http://www.loyola.org
http://www.loyola.org
mailto:admissions@st-pats.org
http://www.st-pats-school.org

