
Welcome to St. Virgil’s Parish  
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 

Sat., June 1 5:00 PM John Keating 
Johanna Eckardt 

Sun., June 2 7:30 AM Henry Doherty 
 9:00 AM Angelo Spinola—9th Anniversary 

Patrick Murphy 
 10:30 AM Blanche Fenimore 

Harold Benz—6th Anniversary 
 12:00 PM Theresa Hunter 
Mon., June 3 6:30 AM Helen & Steve Weyland 
 12:10 PM Venance D’Souza 

Janet Dittrich 
Madeline Garibaldi 

Tues., June 4 6:30 AM Carl Reasor 
 12:10 PM Jerry DeLorenzo 
Wed., June 5 6:30 AM Bob Thomas 
 12:10 PM Dot Denman 

George McGuinness 
Herbert Miller 

Thurs., June 6 6:30 AM Bill Murphy 
 12:10 PM Paul Koch 
Fri., June 7 6:30 AM Jack McNerney 
 12:10 PM Thomas France 
Sat., June 8 8:00 AM Helen Sheridan 

Jeffrey Paul Leloia 
 5:00 PM Douglas Farra 

Phyllis D’Annunzio 
Sun., June 9 7:30 AM Francis D’Annunzio 
 9:00 AM Mary Moriarity 
 10:30 AM Eleanor Esposito 
 12:00 PM Jeffrey Paul LeLoia 

William O’Neil 
 

AMONG OURSELVES 
 
Please remember in your prayers:   

 

Colleen Dillon and Family, Tim O’Shea, Theresa Barry, James Irvin, 
Marie E. Logan, Margaret Ellis, Mary Eileen Prisinzano, Eileen 
Langan, Bob Taylor, John & Elizabeth Zisa, Kamasha Redhead, 
Stephen Burke, Sandra Buck, Janet Dittrich, Mallory Miller, Miah 
Tully, Domenico & Teresa Procopio, Anne Benson, Baby Emma 
Scannelli, Barbara Bock, Mary Maffeo, Rose Marie Warrick & Sue 
Ann Cattano.  
 

Through the waters of baptism, we welcome to the parish 
family Dylan Matthew Vincent, son of Bryan and Jaclyn 
and Owen Everett Anthony Bailey, son of Aaron & 
Cheryl. 

 

May 28 – August 30  
Parish Office summer hours are  

9 AM – 2 PM 
 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 

Sunday, June 2 
Choir Rehearsal, 9 AM, CR 

Welcome Sunday, 9 – 11:30 AM, TC 
Play Rehearsal, 1:30 PM, Gym 

 

Monday, June 3 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10 PM Mass 

Play Rehearsal, 6:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, June 4 
Return Support Group, 11 AM, TC 
K of C Family Night, 6:30pm, Gym 

 

Wednesday, June 5 
Turning Point, 1 PM, TC 

Play Rehearsal, 6:30 PM, Gym 
 

Thursday, June 6 
Bible Study, 10:30 AM, TC 

Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30 PM, Chapel 
 

Friday, June 7 
Eucharistic Adoration following the 6:30 AM Mass 

 

Saturday, June 8 
Appalachia Car Wash, 9 AM – 1 PM, Parking Lot 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal, 10 AM, CR 
Confession, 3:30 – 4:15 PM, Church 

 

Sunday, June 9 
 Fr. Lance’s Retirement Party following the 12 Noon Mass 

 
Please pray for all those serving in defense of our Country, 
both at home and abroad, especially: 
 

 Second Lieutenant Ryan Feeney 
 Lieutenant Commander Daniel M. Leahey 
 Lieutenant Patrick J. Leahey 
 Lieutenant Mark C. Leahey 
 Lieutenant R. Andrew McGuinness 
 Lieutenant Mark Van Orden 
 Major Gary Windt 
 Petty Officer 2nd Class Timothy Butchko 
 Master Sergeant. T.J. Hopkins 
 Lieutenant Kelsey Bergh 
 Lieutenant Kian Federick Stewart 
 Lieutenant Keigan Delray Stewart  

 
We are very grateful for your continuing generosity 
throughout the year.  The regular collection for the weekend 
of May 26/27 was $9,297 (In-pew donations = $6,966 + 
Faith Direct = $2,331). Your generous donations allow us 
to not only run the parish but to also provide for the 
services, ministries and outreaches that our parish supports. 

 

 

  



Ministry Schedule for June 8 and 9  
 5:00pm Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00pm 
Cantor Janet Winston  Nina Rangel Nancy Fenimore Nina Rangel 
Lector Martha Barilla D & M Schultz Tom Battagliese Elaine Scott Jen Qvotrup 
Altar Servers Lia Dyer Anthony Tonini Jake Gringeri Anthony Loia Elizabeth Ferro 
 Natalie Dyer    Michael Ferro 
     Michael Gopon 
Extraordinary Jane Flynn Margaret Flory Dianna DeLorenzo Viji Alex Marie Aloia 
Ministers Linda Marcantonio Beverly Morgan Joe DeLorenzo Maureen Kelly Andrew DeBlock 
 Helen Salerno Rosemary Paulison Melissa Gringeri Karen Schwingel Frank Miller 
  Debbie Richenaker Lydia Sesso Cheryl Zebick Tina Gopon 
  Gary Richenaker Pete Sesso Bob Zebick Kevin Gopon 
   John Trombetta  Marie Hantak 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus, the 
embodiment of the Divine Love and 
Mercy of God, is the focus of the 
spirituality for the month of June.  St. 
Ambrose (+4th Century) mentions 
that just as Eve was formed from the 
sleeping Adam’s side, so the Church 

was formed from the pierced heart of Christ hanging dead on the 
cross.  Pope Pius XII stated: “It can therefore be declared that the 
divine Eucharist, both the sacrament which gives to men and the 
sacrifice which he unceasingly offers himself ... and likewise the 
priesthood, are indeed gifts of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” 
 

Venerable Louise Margaret Claret de la Touché received many 
visions and revelations which she recorded in her book: The Sacred 
Heart and the Priesthood.  In her book she outlines eight priestly 
virtues of the Sacred Heart of Jesus that serve as a model for all 
priests and for all the faithful.  1: The spirit of prayer; 2: 
Devotedness; 3: Zeal; 4: Meekness; 5: Humility; 6: Purity; 7: 
Mercy; and 8: Love.  These virtues (good habits) arise from the 
love Jesus shows for his Father; the love of the heart of Jesus for 
his Mother Mary; the love of the heart of Jesus for the Church; 
and the love of the heart of Jesus for all souls. 
 

The Gospel also describes how St. John, “the Disciple whom Jesus 
loved”, rested his head on Our Lord’s heart during the Last Supper. 
Today’s “devotion to the Heart of Jesus has given [the] form to 
the prophetic words recalled by St. John: “They shall look on him 
whom they have pierced”. 
 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque promoted the devotion to the Sacred 
Heart just as Jesus commanded her to do. In 1670, a special feast 
to honor the Sacred Heart was established in France and later 
expanded to the entire Church as the solemnity we celebrate 
today. 
 

Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus: 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, Abyss of Mercy and Source of every

 grace and blessing, I consecrate and unite myself to You without 
exception or reserve – all that I am and all that I have, both 
temporal and spiritual, past, present, and future, through the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, your Mother. I leave myself entirely at 
Your disposal with complete confidence in Your Mercy and Love 
and beg You to look upon my offering and use me for Your own 
glory, for the honor of Your Mother, and for the salvation of 
souls. Help me to seek You alone in all things. Hide me in the 
shelter of Your Most Sacred Heart and be my only consolation 
and refuge.  
 

Grant me the graces I need to joyfully accept the Cross daily, to 
lead a holy life, and to die a holy death in Your service. Help me 
to trust completely in Your Mercy and Love and never to fear to 
humbly throw myself before the infinite ocean of mercy which is 
Your Most Sacred Heart. Through this weak and miserable 
instrument that I am, may Your Mercy, Love, glory and power 
shine forth. Above all, set my heart on fire with the Flame of Love 
which burns in Your Most Sacred Heart, and teach me how to 
return love for Your Love. Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, have 
mercy on me. I put all my trust in You. 
 

In the 20th Century, Jesus appeared to St. Faustina and revealed to 
her His Divine Mercy.  Our parish has planned a pilgrimage to the 
Shrine of Divine Mercy in Stockbridge, MA on June 14th.  Kindly 
check our bulletin and join this pilgrimage.  It is a very appropriate 
way of expressing our devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
seeking to embody the virtues His “meek and humble heart” 
offers to us. 
 

I like to end with a prayer from St. Claude de la Colombiere: 
“Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, teach me an entire forgetfulness of 
myself, since there is no other way of entering into you... Teach 
me what I must do to attain to pure love of you, with the desire 
of which you have inspired me.” 
 

God bless us during the month of May - especially our graduating 
students - Fr. Lance 
 

PARISH POSTINGS 
 

St. Virgil Rosary Society Meeting:  Tuesday, June 4, 7 PM, in the Tracy Center has been cancelled! 
 

Calling all Prime Timers. We are going to the dogs!! Actually, the dogs will be coming to us on Friday, June 21, 
for our end-of-the-season meeting. In addition to our 'picnic', we will have a presentation by the Seeing Eye in 
Morristown. We look forward to hearing about the work the Seeing Eye does and have a chance to interact with 

a Seeing Eye puppy or an Ambassador dog. It promises to be a fun afternoon for all of us. 
 

Please bring your $10 to cover the cost of our picnic and remember our less fortunate neighbors who are clients of the Interfaith 
Food Pantry with a contribution. We will also have our usual 50/50 drawing and our wonderful dessert table. So, mark your 
calendar for Friday, June 21, at 1 pm and join us for a fun-filled afternoon. Questions? Call Kathy Sisler (973-538-1379) 
 

Fr. Lance’s Letter 



 
 

Please join with us to celebrate the retirement of 
Fr. Lance Reis  

and to express our gratitude for his faithful service to us. 
 

Fr. Lance will celebrate all Masses on the weekend of June 8/9 
 

Following the 12 noon Mass On Sunday, June 9, 2019 
you are invited to a luncheon in the St. Virgil’s School Gym 

 

Please respond by Monday, June 3, 2019 
 

Phone:  973-538-1418 
Email: svparishoffice@gmail.com 

 

 
 

FAMILY LIFE NIGHT 
 

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting their 
annual Family Life Night on Tuesday, June 4, 
beginning at 6:30PM in the school gym.  Details of 
this year's event include: 

 

-  FREE all you can eat dinner, including Roast Beef and Chicken 
Francaise 
-  Donations will be given out to needy charities based on Council 
and Parish activities this past year. 
-  Father Lance will present Catechist, Family and Parishioner of 
the Year Awards.  
-  A special donation will be given in loving memory of Craig 
Davidson. 
 

Come join the fun and see the results of community service. 

Pilgrimage to The Divine Mercy Shrine in Stockbridge, Massachusetts on Friday, June 14 
 

Limited space is still available for our Pilgrimage to beautiful “Eden Hill” in the Berkshire Mountains in Western Massachusetts.  
On the grounds, you can explore the National Shrine Church which offers daily Mass, confessions, adoration, rosary, benediction, 
the chaplet of Divine Mercy, the blessing of religious articles and a blessing with a first-class relic of St. Faustina.  There are five 
outdoor shrines including life-size Stations of the Cross.  Their gift shop is the largest religious articles store in New England.  

 

Bus transportation and a box lunch will be provided for $45. Bus leaves at 9 AM and returns approximately 8 PM.  Please fill 
out the reservation form below and return it to the Parish Office with your cash or check made payable to St. Virgil’s Church. 
 

Divine Mercy Pilgrimage Reservation 
 

Name___________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 
Email ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MINISTRIES & OUTREACHES 
 

It’s time to do some winter cleaning!  St. Virgil 
Appalachia Outreach Team will be conducting 
a Spring 2019 clothing drive from June 3 through 

June 8.  We will be accepting clothes, bedding, stuffed animals, 
purses, belts, & shoes.  WE CANNOT ACCEPT 
FURNITURE DONATIONS.  Please place ALL items in 
black plastic garbage bags.  The garage will be open from 9am – 
4pm on June 3 through June 8 and on February 9 from 7:30am – 
12:00noon.  There will not be an attendant at the garages during 
those times, so please pile the bags as far back in the garage as you 
can.  If you have any questions, please contact Wendy Drake at 
wendyd8104@gmail.com or 201-513-7667. 

 

Appalachia Outreach 2019 
 

Our Go Fund Me page for our mission trip is now 
active. If you prefer to donate online, the Go Fund Me page is 
quick and easy. You can sponsor a team through the site or 
packets are still available at the doors of the church for individual 
sponsorship of a team member. Your support, in donations and 
prayer, are so important to the success of our mission trip. Thank 
you for all your support. https://www.gofundme.com/gfp74-
appalachia-2019 
 

Please remember the Interfaith Food Pantry while 
you are doing your grocery shopping. Current needs 
are:  canned fruit, spaghetti/pasta sauce, tomato 
products, cereal-low sugar, high fiber, pasta / whole 

wheat pasta, white and brown rice, dry milk, dry milk (1 qt. 
package), evaporated milk, calcium-fortified milk alternatives, 
canned beans (pork & beans, pinto, red or white kidney), tuna fish, 
canned meats and meals, Rice-A-Roni, Pasta-Roni, Hamburger 
Helper, Tuna Helper, Macaroni & Cheese, all varieties of soups, 
Stage 1, Stage 2 and Stage 3 baby food, baby cereal, baby wipes, 

reusable grocery shopping bags, Boost or Ensure regular and 
glucose control. 
 

The Interfaith Food Pantry is also looking for a number of 
volunteers to “staff positions at either our main Food Pantry and 
Resource Center at 2 Executive Drive, Morris Plains, or our 
Satellite Pantry at 190 Speedwell Ave. Morristown.  Volunteer 
opportunities include IFP Farmer’s Market (unload, unpack and 
setup); Produce Handlers/Packaging; Distribution; Home 
Delivery, Food Pickups, Kitchen2Table Lead Instructor; Kitchen 
2Table Assistant.  Full volunteer job descriptions are available at 
www.mcifp.org under Volunteer Information/Help Wanted.  If 
interested in helping, please contact, Doug, IFP Volunteer 
Coordinator at dmcmahon@mcifp.org or call him at 973-538-
8049 x217. 
 

Catholic Charities – Diocese of Paterson 
Annual Corpus Christi Food Collection for the Poor 

June 22 & 23 
(Please do not bring your donations until the weekend of June 22/23.) 

 

Due to the unprecedented requests for assistance from Catholic 
Charities’ food pantries and in order to fulfill our obligations to 
the poor, Bishop Serratelli has authorized a Diocesan-wide food 
collection in all parishes and agencies on the Feast of Corpus 
Christi, Saturday/Sunday, June 22 & 23.  St. Virgil’s Parish has 
been asked to provide: 
 

Soup (Any variety), Mac & Cheese, and Facial Tissues 
 

Cash/Check donations will be accepted.  They should be made 
payable to Catholic Charities or you can donate online at 
www.ccpaterson.org/corpus .  Please mark your June 22 & 23 as 
the food collection day in order to help those in need in our 
Diocesan communities of Morris, Passaic and Sussex Counties.   

mailto:svparishoffice@gmail.com
mailto:wendyd8104@gmail.com
https://www.gofundme.com/gfp74-
http://www.mcifp.org
mailto:dmcmahon@mcifp.org
http://www.ccpaterson.org/corpus


Coins for Babies 
 

In the five years since Fr. Lance started the Coins for Babies project, St. Virgil parishioners have donated over $11,000 to support the 
continued needs of expectant and new mothers. We will collect again this year. Money collected is used to purchase much-needed items for 
Birthright in Dover: diapers, diaper 0 bags, baby wash, baby wipes, diaper cream, petroleum jelly, crib sheets, towels and face cloths. Items 
are supplied year-round on an as-needed basis. 
 

Starting on Mother's Day weekend, May 11/12, baby bottles will be available at the church entrances. Please fill with your donation and 
return to St. Virgil's on Father's Day weekend, June 15/16, or to the parish office. Birthright relies solely on contributions from neighboring 
parishes and individuals. It has no corporate sponsorships or fund-raising campaigns. This is a great opportunity to teach young children the 
power of giving, even small coins.   
 

Please keep these mothers and their babies in your prayers. 
 

WEEKLY REFLECTIONS 

This week there are two events that we celebrate that bear our reflection, Christ’s Ascension and Mary’s 
Visitation.  

 

 There are two accounts, from two different books of the Bible, which tell us of the Ascension of Christ.  In the 
account of Acts, the Ascension did not just occur at night, and then all of sudden the Apostles realized He was 
not there. No, the Apostles actually saw Christ ascending into Heaven. In Acts it says that Christ told them: 
“‘...you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you’... As they were looking on, He was lifted up, 
and a cloud took Him from their sight. While they were looking intently at the sky as He was going, suddenly 
two men dressed in white garments stood beside them. They said to the Apostles: “Men of Galilee, why are you 
standing there looking at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the 
same way as you have seen Him going into heaven.”  

 

The Gospel of Luke puts it this way: “Then He led them out as far as Bethany, raised his hands and blessed 
them. As He blessed them, he parted from them and was taken up into heaven. They did him homage and then 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continually in the temple praising God.” 

 

Two different accounts, but no contradictions. They saw Christ ascend into the heavens, and they received the 
gift of having great joy and the gift of praising God. There was no doubt in their minds as to what they had all 
seen. And they physically felt great joy springing from this incident.  
 

Why would Christ have ended His time on earth in this manner? Why would He not stay on earth in the same 
manner he did during the time between the Resurrection and the Ascension? We will never fully be able to 
answer many of our questions, but our faith tells us that His way would be the best way. If Christ still could 
be found walking this earth there might be many Judases who would be out there, again trying to arrest and 
persecute Christ. Instead, He remains with us in the Eucharist, He brings us peace and the joy the Apostles 
experienced, not the confusion and pain that Judas bought. 
 

A few days ago, the Church celebrated the Visitation of the Blessed Mother. This is a day not to miss out on in 
our reflections. The Blessed Mother demonstrates the need to reach out and serve others. She is the model for 
us of the need to serve others, which was demonstrated in Christ’s life and shown to us in the acts of His 
Blessed Mother. This very young girl, pregnant herself, went to help her Aunt Elizabeth, who was also pregnant 
- with John the Baptist. Mary didn’t hide in a closet, even though she had her own problems. She reached out 
to help someone else. Our Mother Mary, the first Christian, shows us how to live, as her Son also teaches us. 
 

Lord, help us to live as these first Christians did, the Blessed Mother and the Apostles, serving with faith 
and joy in Your teachings. 
 

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord:  
Acts 1:1-11New Testament: Luke 24:46-53 



 

Read the Bible 
Know Jesus Better, Love Him More 

The Bible we use was handed down to us. We owe the 
Catholic Church, under God, for preserving His written 
word as a part of His total teachings, teachings He promised 
the Holy Spirit would make sure she would never err in and 
that she would explain to us the “many things hard to 
understand” as St Peter said in one of his epistles. 
 

So, the early church received a copy of a letter or gospel and 
made copies to send to other churches so they could benefit 
from the apostles and St Paul. Copies were destroyed by the 
Romans during their persecutions but never all the copies. 
During the dark ages many Monks spent their lives diligently 
making copies. Monks were the best educated people of their 
time, professional scholars who gave up worldly pleasure for 
a life of prayer, study, and copying sacred scripture. Year 
after year they worked to accurately copy the words of 
sacred scripture and to adorn it with pictures and 
illustrations in purple, gold, and silver. Estimates vary that it 
would take from 1 year to 3 years to make one copy. On 
today’s market, that would make each one cost a minimum 
of $70,000. Another expert estimates it would cost 3 times 
that. 
 

In addition to copying them, the church documents of the 
period show that every Bishop was required to assure that all 
clergy studied and understood those documents. Some even 
required they memorize the whole Psalter and the New 
Testament. We can also read their sermons which are full of 
quotations from every part of the Bible. In fact, the civil 
documents of the period, correspondence, legal documents, 
even household books, are also full of the very words of 
scripture, not just the ideas. So, we see all those who were 
literate, were very familiar with God’s teachings.  
 

But what of the great masses of people who couldn’t read? 
The church taught them thru the priests and monks, both in 
church and school, using sermons and instruction. They also 
learned through sacred plays and dramas which visibly 
showed the facts of sacred history, like the Passion Play does 
today in Oberammergau. They also learned thru paintings, 
statues and frescoes in church buildings and even in 
cemeteries. And, for those who could read but couldn’t afford 
a copy of the bible, collies were on display in the churches. 
Since they cost $7,000 to $21,000, they were chained in place, 
secured from theft, as any very expensive art object would be 
today. 
 

The printing press brought the cost down so all can own one. 
Buy one – and read it, study it. 
 

Know Jesus Better, Love Him More 

Evangelization Corner 
 

For many Catholics the Mass has almost become too familiar 
to us. We show up at Church each Sunday and go through the 
rituals on “automatic pilot.” Most of us have been going to 
Church since we were little children. We have been 
programmed to know when to stand, when to kneel, and when 
to sit. We know what prayers to say and what proper 
responses to give. Many of us may have forgotten what the 
prayers and rituals mean and are now just been programmed 
to react. 
 

As we enter into the Mass, we are no longer functioning on an 
earthly level. The Mass is not just about Jesus coming to earth 
but also His lifting of us up to heaven. 
 

How often are we reminded of Baptism as we enter the Church 
and bless ourselves with the holy water? When we go to sit in 
our pew and genuflect, are we doing so in humility and 
reverence or just habit?  
 

As we mentioned last week, our plan to expand each of the 
sections of the Mass and hopefully give you a different or 
renewed perspective. There is a lot more to get out of going to 
Mass. 
 

The purpose of the Introductory Rite is to bring us together 
into one body, ready to listen and to break bread together.  
This “coming together, assembling,” is at the heart of our 
worship. This week we begin with the Entrance Procession 
and the Veneration of the Altar. 
 

The Entrance Procession 
The Mass begins with the entrance song. The celebrant and 
other ministers enter in procession and reverence. When they 
arrive at the sanctuary Priest, Deacon and ministers make a 
profound bow and Book of Gospels is placed on the altar. The 
altar is a symbol of Christ who is at the heart of the assembly 
and so deserves this special reverence. 
 

Veneration of The Altar  
When the Priest, Deacon and ministers arrive at the sanctuary 
and the Priest kisses the altar at the beginning of Mass, it is a 
sign of greeting. It is also a sign of reverence and honor. In the 
beginning of the Church, for many families every meal was 
considered to be sacred and the table was often honored with 
a kiss before the meal. For years, the early Christians 
celebrated the Lord’s Day in their homes at the family table 
where they celebrated the Eucharist.  
 

By the fourth century, Christian worship had moved out of the 
home and into churches. The altar became the symbol and sign 
of honor since the altar was the ‘table of the Lord.’ When the 
altars began to be constructed of stone and they were seen as 
the center of Christian worship; “the cornerstone and spiritual 
rock of the Church.”  
 

Today, when the priest kisses the altar it signifies the union of 
the Spouse (Christ) with his Bride (the Church). The priest is 
now beginning to accomplish nothing other than to forge the 
union of the Church with her Master; the soul of the Church 
with their Redeemer.  
 

May the Lord’s peace be with you always. 
Evangelization Ministry 


