
Welcome to St. Virgil’s Parish  
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 
 

Sat., June 8 5:00 pm Douglas Farra 
Phyllis D’Annunzio 

Sun., June 9 7:30 am Francis D’Annunzio 
 9:00 am Mary Moriarity 
 10:30 am Eleanor Esposito 
 12:00 pm Jeffrey Paul LeLoia 

William O’Neil 
Mon., June 10 6:30 am Tony & Mae Pecoraro 
 12:10 pm Charles Kenworthy 
Tues., June 11 6:30 am Richard Esposito 
 12:10 pm Rose Prisco—1st Anniversary 

Lester Resh 
Phylis Resh 

Wed., June 12 6:30 AM Neil & Dina Donnelley—Special 
Intentions 

 12:10 PM Judy Coco 
Thurs., June 13 6:30 AM Angela Crane 
 12:10 PM Jean Williams 

Brian Courtney 
Fri., June 14 6:30 AM Paulity Booher—19th Anniversary 
 12:10 PM Jerry DeLorenzo 

Janet Dittrich 
Sat., June 15 8:00 AM In Thanksgiving from the 

Bernardo Family 
 5:00 PM James P. Miller 

Betty Gaynor 
Douglas Farra—1st Anniversary 
William Quandt 

Sun., June 16 7:30 AM Anges & Henry Myers 
 9:00 AM Gerard DeLorenzo 
 10:30 AM Fred Higginbotham 

Raffaele Gesualdo 
 12:00 PM Antonio Gabriel 

Fred Mandato 
Anthony Fiore 
 

AMONG OURSELVES 
 
Please remember in your prayers:   

 

Colleen Dillon and Family, Tim O’Shea, Theresa Barry, James 
Irvin, Marie E. Logan, Margaret Ellis, Mary Eileen 
Prisinzano, Eileen Langan, Bob Taylor, John & Elizabeth 
Zisa, Kamasha Redhead, Stephen Burke, Sandra Buck, Janet 
Dittrich, Mallory Miller, Miah Tully, Domenico & Teresa 
Procopio, Anne Benson, Baby Emma Scannelli, Barbara Bock, 
Mary Maffeo, Rose Marie Warrick & Sue Ann Cattano.  

 

Through the waters of baptism, we welcome 
to the parish family Owen Everett Anthony 
Bailey, son of Aaron & Cheryl. 

 
 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 

Sunday, June 9 
 Fr. Lance’s Retirement Party following the 12 Noon Mass 

Monday, June 10 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10pm Mass 

Play Rehearsal, 6:30pm, Gym 
Turning Point, 7-8:30pm, TC 

Tuesday, June 11 
Return Support Group, 11am, TC 

Wednesday, June 12 
Turning Point, 1 pm, TC 

Children’s Choir Party & Rehearsal, 5pm, TC 
Play Rehearsal, 6:30pm, Gym 

Thursday, June 13 
Bible Study, 10:30am, TC 

Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30pm, Chapel 
Friday, June 14 

Eucharistic Adoration following the 6:30am Mass 
Saturday, June 15 

Confession, 3:30-4:15pm, Church 
Sunday, June 16 

Choir Rehearsal, 9am, CR 
Play Rehearsal, 1:30pm, Gym 

 
Please pray for all those serving in defense of our 
Country, both at home and abroad, especially: 
 

 Second Lieutenant Ryan Feeney 
 Lieutenant Commander Daniel M. Leahey 
 Lieutenant Patrick J. Leahey 
 Lieutenant Mark C. Leahey 
 Lieutenant R. Andrew McGuinness 
 Lieutenant Mark Van Orden 
 Major Gary Windt 
 Petty Officer 2nd Class Timothy Butchko 
 Master Sergeant. T.J. Hopkins 
 Lieutenant Kelsey Bergh 
 Lieutenant Kian Federick Stewart 
 Lieutenant Keigan Delray Stewart  

 
May 28 – August 30  

Parish Office summer hours are  
9 AM – 2 PM 

 
We are very grateful for your continuing generosity 
throughout the year.  The regular collection for the 
weekend of June 1/2 was $10,795 (In-pew donations 
= $8,468 + Faith Direct = $2,331). Donations for the 
Feast of the Ascension were $1,476. Your generous 
donations allow us to not only run the parish but to 
also provide for the services, ministries and outreaches 
that our parish supports. 

 

 

  



Ministry Schedule for June 15 and 16  
 5:00pm Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00pm 
Cantor Nancy Fenimore  Nina Rangel Janet Winston Nina Ranel 
Lector Kevin Gopon Louis Pavia Ray Lillie D & J McKenna John Logan 
Altar Servers Michael Gopon  Breanna Barter Ally McLoughlin Michael Szoke 
    Bobby McLoughlin  
Extraordinary Marianne Altrui Nicea D’Annunzio Barbara Fisher Maureen Kelly Tony Avella 
Ministers Jane Fischer Jackie Donnelley Eileen Fogleman Pearl Law Phyllis Bonanno 
 Renee Gopon Shirley Fleury Chris Letta Penny Manser George Perkins 
 Tina Gopon Cathy Marshall June Sambrowski Michele Para Tim Scanlon 
 Karen Schwingel Joan Sambrowski John Trombetta Pat Para Kathy Sisler 
 Grace Walsh  Mary Jo Tufaro J & S Scannelli Mary Tiso 

The Book of Ecclesiastes (3:1-
8) states that everything has its 
time. For me, this includes a 
time to enter and a time to exit.  
As I look to these past seven 
years with you at St. Virgil, I 

can write with much conviction: “I know that 
whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be 
added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done 
this, so that all should stand in awe before him.” 
(v.14).  I like to share with you a few thoughts before 
passing on the baton to Fr. Michal Falgowski, our 
newly appointed Administrator of St. Virgil Parish. 
 

Challenge!  You challenged me to be the best-
version-of-myself.  St. Virgil Parish sits in a geo-
political area very unique and different from other 
parishes.  We are juridically in the Township of 
Morris, and socially more involved in Morris Plains.  
We are always grateful to both Mayors and their 
Councils for the cooperation and goodwill they show 
us.  St. Virgil welcomes people from neighboring 
communities of Denville, Randolph, Parsippany and 
East Hanover.  We have parishioners attending our 
liturgies from as far as Oakland, Mount Arlington 
and Hackettstown.  While this is a blessing, it is also 
a challenge.   
 

Physically, our parish has a large church building, a 
Parish Office+Rectory, a School building, Fr. Fallon 
House and a Convent with a parking lot and grounds.  
Regular upkeep and maintenance, timely renovation 
and repairs are some of the challenges I could meet 
with your advice, support and personal involvement. 
 

St. Virgil has extensions in weekly services to Morris 
View (Tuesdays), Sunrise (Sundays) and Arbor 
Terrace (Thursdays).  We are also available to serve 
at Morristown Memorial Hospital and visit other 
nursing homes and therapy centers. 
 

Our parishioners include the very young and the very 
old, those mobile enough to participate in our 
weekend Masses, and those who need the Eucharist 
brought to them at home.  Our children and youth are 
enrolled in various public, parochial and private 
schools and uniting them as a community of faith is 
a huge task.  They challenge us to openness, 
availability, understanding and recognition.  They 
are very important for the stability and growth of our 
parish. 
 

We recognize the worth and importance of our young 
adults.  They are pulled away by so many events, 
attractions, and people.  Our parish now offers them 
a variety of opportunities to be engaged in their faith.  
We have been blessed to have seen this need and 
begun to address their wishes. 
 

Our families - parents and their children - are the 
“domestic church”, the “home church”.  Our seniors 
make our parish proud as they show their loyalty and 
solidarity with us in praying with us and sharing their 
faith and ministry within our parish.  In serving each 
and all of you I have been challenged to be a better 
priest, a better person.   
 

Trust & Confidence!  Ever since my appointment in 
June of 2012 the level of trust and confidence has 
grown tremendously.  This development is very 
natural, but your graciousness toward me has made 
it extremely easy.  You have given me this trust by 
sharing in the ministry of our parish - serving as 
ministers of the Eucharist, as Lectors, Ushers, 
Greeters, Altar Servers; in our Adult, Youth and 
Children’s Music Ministries; in caring for our 
church: decorating the church and landscaping, 
weekly laundering of the Altar linen, attention to the 
books in the pews and in the entrances of our church; 
bringing up the offertory gifts and even lighting the 
candles.  You have shown that St. Virgil Parish is 
your personal home and have taken ownership of our 

Fr. Lance’s Letter 



parish.  All this and more require a very large amount 
of trust and confidence! 
 

Gratitude, Thanksgiving, Eucharist!  For the past 
seven months I was privileged to celebrate at least 
two Masses every day.  I cannot express how deeply 
this has had an impact on my life with God, the 
Saints, and with all of you.  I never imagined such a 
blessing in my life, and I am grateful to you for 
participating in our Eucharist.  Thank You to all who 
faithfully joined in our daily 6:30 AM and 12:10 
noontime Masses.  Thank You for your presence and 
participation in our weekend liturgies.  This could 
never have taken place without you being an active 
participant. 
 

Allow me to express my thanks to Fr. Rick 
Kilcomons (2012-2013); Fr. Pawel Bala (2013-
2017), and Fr. Daniel Chajkowski (2017-2018).  
They were assigned as Parochial Vicars and 
supported me in my ministry.  Thanks to our faithful 
Deacons: Sal Mazzoccoli, Rich Pinto, Merle Sisler 
(Ken Rado and Tom Harenchar) who also served 
during my time here).  As clergy we depended on 
each other and served the many needs of our parish.  
I am grateful to Penny Manser for her special 
ministry to our youth and Confirmation Candidates, 
to Chris Letta, Susan Pitaro, Marie Tonini and 
Teresa Rangel (also to Marisa Day who served us) 
for guiding our children and the Religious Education 
Teachers and Aides.  They took on a very important 
task of forming our children as disciples of Christ.  
Thank you to Beth Vecchio, Danielle Capuzzi and 
Nina Rangel and all in the music ministry.  These 
have shared their talent, time and resources to 
enhance our liturgy and help us worship with joy.  
 

A special Thank You to Gloria Carvagno whose 
daily support in the administration of our parish has 
been extremely valuable.  Her loyalty and her 
expertise have been a tremendous blessing and 
success to my work in this parish.  I am also grateful 

to Robyn Morris and Robert Lucia (must also 
mention +Bob Thomas, too) and Jose Fernandez for 
taking care of the maintenance work of our parish.  
 

Perhaps on the periphery but yet the engines of our 
parish are the Cornerstone Men and Women, the 
Rosary Society with its many activities, the Knights 
of Columbus, the Living Rosary, The Appalachia 
Outreach Team, the Social Concerns Teams, Prime 
Time, the Lazarus Ministry, our Carnival 
Committee, Respect Life Members, Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, Evangelization Group, our Bible Groups, 
Interfaith Food Pantry helpers, those who bring the 
Eucharist to the Homebound, serve at Morris View, 
Sunrise and Arbor Terrace, our Pre-Cana and RCIA 
teams, our Counters and our Social Media persons.  
Thank You to our Trustees and our Finance Council 
for the invaluable advice and support; to our Parish 
Council and our Senior Leadership Team.  I also like 
to mention all who were involved in our Saint Virgil 
Academy (Staff, students and parents). 
 

Without the personal involvement of so many of you, 
your generosity in terms of time and resources and 
your care and concern for my well-being I would 
have never been able to be who I am and done what 
I was able to do with you. 
 

So, saying “good-bye” does not mean that this is an 
ending.  You will always be in my thoughts and 
prayers.  I cannot forget your goodness to me.  I 
assure you of my remembrance of you in my daily 
prayers and Eucharist celebrations.  God bless you 
and keep you well.  I shall end with the quote from 
Philippians 1:3-6: I thank my God every time I 
remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your 
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  I 
am confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the 
day of Jesus Christ. - Thank You - Fr. Lance  
 
 
 

PARISH POSTINGS 
 

Calling all Prime Timers. We are going to the dogs!! Actually, the dogs will be coming to us on Friday, 
June 21, for our end-of-the-season meeting. In addition to our 'picnic', we will have a presentation by the 
Seeing Eye in Morristown. We look forward to hearing about the work the Seeing Eye does and have a 

chance to interact with a Seeing Eye puppy or an Ambassador dog. It promises to be a fun afternoon for all of us. 
 

Please bring your $10 to cover the cost of our picnic and remember our less fortunate neighbors who are clients of the 
Interfaith Food Pantry with a contribution. We will also have our usual 50/50 drawing and our wonderful dessert table. 
So, mark your calendar for Friday, June 21, at 1 pm and join us for a fun-filled afternoon. Questions? Call Kathy Sisler 
(973-538-1379) 
 



Pilgrimage to The Divine Mercy Shrine in Stockbridge, Massachusetts on Friday, June 14 
 
Limited space is still available for our Pilgrimage to beautiful “Eden Hill” in the Berkshire Mountains in 
Western Massachusetts.  On the grounds, you can explore the National Shrine Church which offers daily 

Mass, confessions, adoration, rosary, benediction, the chaplet of Divine Mercy, the blessing of religious articles and a 
blessing with a first-class relic of St. Faustina.  There are five outdoor shrines including life-size Stations of the Cross.  
Their gift shop is the largest religious articles store in New England.  
 

Bus transportation and a box lunch will be provided for $45. Bus leaves at 9 AM and returns approximately 8 PM.  
Please fill out the reservation form below and return it to the Parish Office with your cash or check made payable to 
St. Virgil’s Church. 
 

Divine Mercy Pilgrimage Reservation 
 

Name___________________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 
 
Email ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
MINISTRIES & OUTREACHES 

 

Catholic Charities – Diocese of Paterson 
Annual Corpus Christi  

Food Collection for the Poor 
June 22 & 23 

(Please do not bring your donations until the 
weekend of June 22/23.) 

 

Due to the unprecedented requests for assistance from 
Catholic Charities’ food pantries and in order to fulfill our 
obligations to the poor, Bishop Serratelli has authorized a 
Diocesan-wide food collection in all parishes and agencies 
on the Feast of Corpus Christi, Saturday/Sunday, June 
22 & 23.  St. Virgil’s Parish has been asked to provide: 
 

Soup (Any variety), Mac & Cheese, and Facial Tissues 
 

Cash/Check donations will be accepted.  They should be 
made payable to Catholic Charities or you can donate 
online at www.ccpaterson.org/corpus .  Please mark your 
June 22 & 23 as the food collection day in order to help 
those in need in our Diocesan communities of Morris, 
Passaic and Sussex Counties.   

 
Appalachia Outreach 2019 

 

Our Go Fund Me page for our mission trip 
is now active. If you prefer to donate online, 
the Go Fund Me page is quick and easy. You can sponsor a 
team through the site or packets are still available at the 
doors of the church for individual sponsorship of a team 
member. Your support, in donations and prayer, are so 
important to the success of our mission trip. Thank you for 
all your support. https://www.gofundme.com/gfp74-
appalachia-2019 
 

Coins for Babies 
 

In the five years since Fr. Lance started the Coins for Babies 
project, St. Virgil parishioners have donated over $11,000 to 
support the continued needs of expectant and new mothers. 
We will collect again this year. Money collected is used to 
purchase much-needed items for Birthright in Dover: 
diapers, diaper bags, baby wash, baby wipes, diaper cream, 
petroleum jelly, crib sheets, towels and face cloths. Items are 
supplied year-round on an as-needed basis. 
 

Starting on Mother's Day weekend, May 11/12, baby bottles 
will be available at the church entrances. Please fill with your 
donation and return to St. Virgil's on Father's Day weekend, 
June 15/16, or to the parish office. Birthright relies solely 
on contributions from neighboring parishes and individuals. 
It has no corporate sponsorships or fund-raising campaigns. 
This is a great opportunity to teach young children the 
power of giving, even small coins.   
 

Please keep these mothers and their babies in your prayers. 
 

Please remember the Interfaith Food Pantry 
while you are doing your grocery shopping. 
Current needs are:  canned fruit, spaghetti/pasta 

sauce, tomato products, cereal-low sugar, high fiber, pasta / 
whole wheat pasta, white and brown rice, dry milk, dry milk 
(1 qt. package), evaporated milk, calcium-fortified milk 
alternatives, canned beans (pork & beans, pinto, red or 
white kidney), tuna fish, canned meats and meals, Rice-A-
Roni, Pasta-Roni, Hamburger Helper, Tuna Helper, 
Macaroni & Cheese, all varieties of soups, Stage 1, Stage 2 
and Stage 3 baby food, baby cereal, baby wipes, reusable 
grocery shopping bags, Boost or Ensure regular and glucose 
control

http://www.ccpaterson.org/corpus
https://www.gofundme.com/gfp74-


 

Pentecost is a remarkably significant Feast Day. 
Many items are encoded in this feast. “Penta” 
means fifty (50), and Pentecost occurs 50 days 
after the Resurrection.  The Holy Spirit, a major 
part of the message in the readings of the past 
weeks, appears as the culmination of the Easter 
message. This descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Apostles is a highlight of our faith.  The Holy Spirit 
came upon the Apostles to give them the 
knowledge, strength, joy, enthusiasm, message, 
and content to begin the life of our Church. The 
Holy Spirit also inspires and fills us, the future of 
the Church, with the same gifts given to the 
Apostles.  On this day, the Holy Spirit enabled the 
Apostles to go out and teach in any language so 
that all there could understand. This is considered 
to be the reversal of the “Tower of Babel,” a major 
event in the Old Testament, when the language 
used was confused, and communication was 
impossible. On Pentecost the city was packed 
with people who spoke many diverse languages; 
yet all understood each other and were able to 
communicate.    
 

It is difficult to overestimate the meaning of this 
feast day. The Birthday of the Church, as it is 
called, carries with its title the great significance it 
reveals. The Church could not begin without the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit could not be 
effective without the Apostles being prepared by 
the teachings of Christ. And without the 
continued presence of the Holy Spirit we could not 
have survived all the challenges that the Church 
has experienced. We need the presence of the Holy 
Spirit to allow the Church to teach, and to 
proclaim the message of Christ in our world, today 
and tomorrow.   
 

Lord, stay with us and help us strengthen Your 
Church, which needs Your Spirit more than 
ever.  

Pentecost 
Acts:2:1-11 
New Testament: John 16:12-15 

 

EVANGELIZATION CORNER 

As we mentioned previously, the purpose of the 
Introductory Rites is to ensure that the faithful who come 
together as one body, establish communion and dispose 
themselves to listen properly to God’s word and to 
celebrate the Eucharist worthily.  
 

Following the Veneration of the Altar, the priest makes 
the Sign of the Cross and we respond likewise. 
 

Sign of the Cross 
The ritual of the signing of the Cross can be traced back 
to the time of the Babylonian Captivity of the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah (around 600 BC). In Ezekiel 9:3-6 it is 
written that prior to the destruction of Jerusalem God 
commanded that a Thau, an “X”, be marked on the 
forehead of the righteous as a sign of protection to 
distinguish between the righteous and the wicked.  
 

Tracing the sign of the cross over our bodies and 
repeating each word is not simply a way to begin praying; 
it is itself a powerful prayer.  In making the sign of the 
cross we are expressing our desire to be set apart from the 
corrupt ways of the world and are asking for God to guard 
us from all harm and evil.   
 

When we make the Sign of the Cross we all are calling 
upon the name of the Father, The Son and The Holy 
Spirit.  We are invoking the Triune God’s presence and 
inviting him to bless us, to assist us and to guard us from 
all harm. We are praying that this divine life might grow 
within us and that we may live our lives in greater 
harmony with God and that everything we do, we do in 
His name.  
 

It is important, therefore, that each time we make the 
Sign of the Cross to take time think about what you are 
doing and to give careful attention and reverence to what 
it means.  
 

When the priest makes the Sign of the Cross at this time 
it is to remind us that the entire Mass is a prayer and to 
remind us of in who's Name we are praying and the price 
that Christ paid for our sins — HIS DEATH ON THE 
CROSS. To remind us that God so loves us that He would 
take on flesh and sacrifice himself in the most 
humiliatingly painful way ever conceived in the minds of 
men. 
 

The priest then offers a greeting to the people by saying a 
variation of "the Lord be with you." This is an ancient 
greeting that is seen throughout the Old Testament. We 
respond with, "and with your spirit". 
 

May the Lord’s peace be with you always! 
 

Evangelization Ministry


