
Welcome to St. Virgil’s Parish 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sat., Sept. 21 5:00 pm Betty Gaynor 
Anthony Rizzo—5th 
Anniversary 
Lara Immings 

Sun., Sept. 22 7:30am Vincent Marchese 
 9:00am Cami O’Rourke 

Nora Murphy—Special 
Intentions 

 10:30am Janet Dittrich 
 12:00pm Thomas “Tim” Krineski 

Ann Marie Lagan 
Mon., Sept. 23 6:30am Valerie & John Qwerko 
 12:10pm John W. Wilson 
Tues., Sept. 24 6:30am Erin Weisberg—Special 

Intentions 
Maura Gill—Special 
Intentions 

 12:10pm Marie C. Queipo 
Wed., Sept. 25 6:30am Rose & Martin 

Bykowski—Special 
Intentions 

 12:10pm Darren Martineau 
Thurs., Sept. 26 6:30am Marty Corley 
 12:10pm Frank Slojkowski 
Fri., Sept. 27 6:30am Nicholas & Regina 

Conforti 
 12:10pm Hank Sawoski 

Ed Long 
Sat., Sept. 28 8:00am Emelina D. Bernardo 

Samuel Barratt 
 5:00 pm Betty Gaynor 

Charles & Patricia 
Lawlor 
Joseph Peter Gaynor 
William Smith—3rd 
Anniversary 

Sun., Sept. 29 7:30 am Vincent Marchese 
 9:00 am Victoria Dorn 

John W. Wilson 
 10:30 am Vincent Marchese 
 12:00 pm Carmela O’Rourke 

Theresa Barry 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 
 
Mary Beth Jenson, Colleen Dillion and 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 

Saturday, September 21 
K of C at the doors selling 50/50 raffle tickets 

Sunday, September 22 
K of C at the doors selling 50/50 raffle tickets 

Youth Mass-Rite of Welcome, 12 noon 
1st Yr. FISH Meeting, 6:30pm, School 

Monday, September 23 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10pm Mass 

Tuesday, September 24 
Return Support Group, 11am, TC 

Thursday, September 26 
Bible Study, 10:30am, TC 

Children’s Choir, 5:30pm, CR 
Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30pm, Chapel 

Corinthians, 7pm, TC 
Saturday, September 28 

Confession, 3:45 – 4:30pm 
Sunday, September 29 
PREP, 10:15-11:45am 

Youth Band Practice, 5pm, Church 
2nd Yr. FISH, 6:30pm, School 

 

AMONG OURSELVES 
 

Please pray for all those serving in defense of our 
Country, both at home and abroad, especially: 
 

 Staff Sergeant Eric Wright 
 Second Lieutenant Ryan Feeney 
 Lieutenant Commander Daniel M. Leahey 
 Lieutenant Patrick J. Leahey 
 Lieutenant Mark C. Leahey 
 Lieutenant R. Andrew McGuinness 
 Lieutenant Mark Van Orden 
 Major Gary Windt 
 Petty Officer 2nd Class Timothy Butchko 
 Master Sergeant. T.J. Hopkins 
 Lieutenant Kelsey Bergh 
 Lieutenant Kian Federick Stewart 
 Lieutenant Keigan Delray Stewart  
 Lieutenant Tyler Huhn 
 

We offer our prayerful condolences to the family and 
friends of Frank Slojkowski, Peter Conroy, and  Michael 
Pallante (son-in-law of Rosella Harris), who were called 
home to the Lord ths week. We pray that Frank, Peter 
and Michael rest peacefully with the Lord. 

Family, James Irvin, Marie E. Logan, Margaret Ellis, Mary Eileen Prisinzano, Eileen Langan, Bob 
Taylor, John & Elizabeth Zisa, Kamasha Redhead, Stephen Burke, Sandra Buck, Mallory Miller, Miah Tully, Domenico & 
Teresa Procopio, Anne Benson, Baby Emma Scannelli, Barbara Bock, Mary Maffeo, Rose Marie Warrick & Sue Ann 
Cattano.  
 



Ministry Schedule for September 28 and 29 
Cantor Janet Winston  Nina Rangel Nancy Fenimore Nina Rangel 
Lector Bob Clifford Margaret Flory John Trombetta Judy Spinola Elaine Scott 
Altar Servers Brandon Kelly  Jake Gringeri Ally McLoughlin  
   Michael Szoke Bobby McLoughlin  
Extraordinary Marianne Altrui Beverly Morgan Melissa Gringeri Viji Alex Tony Avella 
Ministers Jane Fischer Rosemary Paulison Chris Letta Maureen Kelly Phyllis Bonanno 
 Jane Flynn Debbie Richenaker Rita McCleary Michele Para George Perkins 

 
 Helen Salerno Gary Richenaker Mary Jo Tufaro Pat Para Tim Scanlon 
    Sue Carol Scannelli Louise Spirit 
    Jim Scannelli Ron Spirig 

 

Essay on Love & Sexuality 
Taken from http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/love-and-sexuality/index.cfm 

 

In the Book of Genesis, we read that man and woman are the 
unique crown of God's creation, made in God's image. In his 
image, men and women have received the capacity to be in 
relationship with God and with each other. "The mystery of the 
Christian family can be fully understood only in the light of the 
Father's infinite love revealed in Christ, who gave himself up 
for our sake and who continues to dwell in our midst" (Amoris 
Laetitia, no. 59). We are made for relationship, for communion, 
and called to love like God with faithfulness, trustfulness, 
responsibility, forgiveness, mercy, and generosity. Every 
person is created in the image of God and therefore has great 
dignity. Every life is of value. God has also given us power to 
cooperate with him to create new life—procreation. Given we 
are a unity of body and soul, our human bodies and sexuality, 
male and female, are an integral part of God's design and 
essential to being made in the imago Dei. The human body, 
therefore, has great dignity, and human sexuality is a great good 
(see CCC, nos. 355-373). "Learning to accept our body, to care 
for it and to respect its fullest meaning, is an essential element 
of any genuine human ecology" (Laudato si, no. 155) 
 

Male and female is the twofold expression of human nature. 
Like human life itself, sexual difference is not arbitrary but is 
willed by God. Men and women are equal in dignity and yet are 
different from one another in important ways, including in their 
bodies and how they relate to each other and to the world. 
Sexuality affects every aspect of who we are (see CCC, no. 
2332). Through sexual difference, we see that men and women 
are created for each other. As male or female, our differences 
complement each other and allow us to relate to one another in 
profoundly personal ways.  "Valuing one's body in its 
femininity or masculinity is necessary if I am going to be able 
to recognize myself in an encounter with someone who is 
different. In this way we can joyfully accept the specific gifts 
of another man or woman, the work of God the Creator, and 
find mutual enrichment. It is not a healthy attitude which would 
seek 'to cancel out sexual difference because it no longer knows 
how to confront it'" (Laudato si, no. 155). 
 

Through masculinity and femininity, God has written into the 
human person a mutuality of one to the other. This points to the 
"spousal meaning" of the body, whereby the human body is 
seen to be a gift (see Theology of the Body). St. John Paul II 
explains this as man and woman existing not merely "'side by 
side' or 'together,' but [also as] called to exist mutually 'one for 
the other'" (Mulieris dignitatem, no. 7; see also CCC, nos. 371-
372). Men and women are created to give of themselves to each 

other. They manifest God's image both from their common 
humanity and their communio with each other (Ibid.). 
 

Human sexuality is woven into the fabric of each man and 
woman. It carries within it the powers of love and life and is the 
human source of our most basic relationships as members of a 
family. Human sexuality indicates the capacity of persons to 
love one another and be united with others in friendship and 
community. Sexual difference is a sign of our call to love, to 
communion, inscribed within who we are, including our very 
bodies. As Pope Francis notes, "It needs to be emphasized that 
'biological sex and the socio-cultural role of sex (gender) can be 
distinguished but not separated'" (Amoris Laetitia, no. 56). 

 

Chastity 
 

The gift of human sexuality is precious with its powers of life and 
love, and it calls for an authentic and healthy integration in the 
person. This is the virtue of chastity. Chastity ensures "the 
successful integration of sexuality within the person" (CCC, no. 
2337). It protects the inner unity (body, mind, and soul) of the 
person. It enables men and women to defend "love from the perils 
of selfishness and aggressiveness" (Familiaris consortio, no. 33). 
 

Everyone is called to chastity. Chastity is necessary to the right 
living of one's sexuality. It requires practice, or as 
the Catechism calls it, an "apprenticeship in self-mastery," where a 
person learns the meaning of true freedom (see CCC, no. 2339). 
The chaste person is not governed by his or her emotions. Rather, 
the chaste person understands the meaning of sexual feelings and 
appropriate behaviors. Chaste self-possession brings true freedom 
and peace. 
 

In marriage, the joy of love needs to be cultivated. When the search 
for pleasure becomes obsessive, it holds us in thrall and keeps us 
from experiencing other satisfactions. Joy, on the other hand, 
increases our pleasure and helps us find fulfillment in any number 
of things, even at those times of life when physical pleasure has 
ebbed. (Amoris Laetitia, no. 126) 
 

With chastity we can avoid using others and abusing ourselves. We 
can live our sexuality according to God's plan for our lives. 
Chastity reminds us of the value of the person and of the body. It 
helps us respect interpersonal boundaries as well as our own 
bodies. Chastity enables us to "love rightly" according to our state 
in life. "The chaste person maintains the integrity of the powers of 
life and love placed in him. This integrity ensures the unity of the 
person, it is opposed to any behavior that would impair it" (CCC, 
no. 2338).  

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/love-and-sexuality/index.cfm


PARISH POSTINGS 
 

St. Virgil Rosary Society Movie Night 
Tuesday, October 1, 7pm, in the Tracy Center 

 

Night and Day 
Starring Cary Grant and Alexis Smith 

 

Night and Day is a wonderful biography of the life of Cole 
Porter featuring his many beautiful songs such as “Begin the 
Beguine”, “I Get a Kick Out of You”, and “You’re the Top,” 
just to name a few.  This is a wonderfully enjoyable story with 
beautiful music and a good storyline that covers the years 1912 
– 1946.  Come join us and bring a friend.  Service:  A donation 
of $1 may be given to purchase Food Pantry items, in lieu of a 
canned good. 

 

Nazarean Day:  A day of service to our Church 
Saturday, October 12, ~ 9am – 12 noon 

 

On Saturday, October 12, we will revive our old practice 
of giving a day of service to our Parish.  We are inviting 
all parishioners, young and old, to join us that day.  Some 
of our smaller projects include gardening, painting, 
cleaning/dusting and general clean up.  The big project 
that we have planned is to replace the fence in the area 
behind the rectory which surrounds the “screen house”. 
We would also like to replace the flag poles next to the 
memorial for the unborn, and several landscaping 
projects.  Many hands will make the job light.  Please join 
us on the 12th.  Coffee and bagels/donuts will be served 
for breakfast, starting at 8:45am. 

 

The Saint Virgil Music Ministry is 
looking for new singers and 
instrumentalists!  There will be an 
OPEN HOUSE on Sunday, September 
29, from 9am until 11:30am. Bagels 
and coffee will be available in the 
hallway behind the altar for all potential 
new ministry members. Those who 
wish to participate in an Adult Choir 

Rehearsal, please arrive by 9:30 at the Choir Room. Those who 
wish to see what it is like to sing with our choir, plan to sing 
with us in the loft that morning for 10:30 Mass. 
 

We need sopranos, altos, tenors and basses--with or without 
choir experience--we train! There will be opportunities for solo 
work, based upon experience, as well. Looking forward to 
meeting all the singers in our parish. 
 
 

Ushers Needed 
 

We are in need of ushers for all Masses 
particularly the 10:30am Mass. Men, 
women, and teens are all invited.  
Duties include greeting parishioners as 
they enter church, taking a “head count” 
of attendance, taking up the collection, 

recruiting parishioners to bring the gifts to the altar and help 
maintain order during Communion.  If you are willing to serve, 
please contact the Parish Office or see Fr. Michal at Mass on 
the weekend.   

 

MINISTRIES & OUTREACHES 
 

Please remember the Interfaith Food Pantry while you are doing your grocery shopping. Current  needs  are  canned  
fruit,  spaghetti/pasta sauce, tomato products, cereal-low sugar, high fiber, pasta / whole wheat pasta, white rice (1 or 2 
lb. sizes preferred), dry milk,  (1 qt. package), evaporated milk, calcium-fortified milk alternatives, canned beans (pork & 
beans, pinto, red or white kidney), tuna fish, canned meats and meals, Rice-A-Roni, Pasta-Roni, Hamburger Helper, Tuna 
Helper, all varieties of soups, Stage 1, Stage 2 and Stage 3 baby food, baby cereal, baby wipes, reusable grocery shopping 

bags, Boost or Ensure regular and glucose control. During the summer months, we also collect FRESH PRODUCE from your garden 
surplus (uncooked, please!) 
 

Around the Diocese and Around Town 
 

2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
“For I Was Hungry” 

 

The 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal has begun.  The theme of this year’s Appeal is “For I Was Hungry…”  It is a reminder that what we 
do for our neighbors in need, we do for Christ himself.  Please support this important annual cause that helps so many of our brothers 
and sisters in our Diocese. 
 

The Bishop’s Annual Appeal supports the work of our Catholic Charities, priests’ extraordinary healthcare needs as well as Nazareth 
Village, our diocesan priests’ retirement residence, urban elementary schools and seminarian education.  These are all critically 
important ministries that touch many lives, and so please make a pledge today.  Please know that funds from the Appeal are used only 
for the causes described in the campaign materials.  They are used for no other purpose. 
 

For your convenience, you can support the Annual Appeal by making an on-line gift.  Simply go to www.2019appeal.org and follow 
the instructions.  You can either make a one-time gift or a pledge with monthly payments made automatically for your convenience. 
 

Whether it is a pledge, a one-time gift, or an on-line donation, your support is greatly a needed.  Every single gift counts!  Please 
participate in the 2019 appeal today!

  

http://www.2019appeal.org


Silver & Gold Wedding Anniversary Mass 
 

Couples, were you married in 1969 or 1994?  The Diocese 
of Paterson invites you to celebrate your 25th or 50th 
wedding anniversary during a special Mass to be offered at 
the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in Paterson, NJ.  Bishop 
Serratelli will serve as main celebrant on this joyful 
occasion to be held on Sunday, November 3, at 3:30 PM.  
Arrangements can be made by contacting the parish office.  
The deadline to register is October 11.  You will receive 
additional information from the Office of Family Life once 
your registration has been processed.  Congratulations on 
this joyous occasion! 
 

Respect Life Raffle October 5 & 6 
 

The Respect Life Committee will be at the doors of the church 
on the weekend of October 5 & 6 to sell 50/50 tickets for New 
Jersey Right to Life.  The drawing will be at the FairBridge 
Hotel in Somerset on November 22.  Winner need not be 
present.  Proceeds will benefit New Jersey Right to Life, the 
state’s oldest and largest pro-life organization, dedicated to 
protecting all human life from conception to natural death.  
Raffle tickets are $10 each.  1st Prize 2020 Volvo XC40  
 

The Compassionate Friends, a self-help group for bereaved 
parents, siblings, and grandparents will be meeting on 
Thursday, October 10, at St. Christopher's Church, in 
Parsippany, at 7:30pm in room 101. This month’s program:  
The "NEW" Me or "how are you different since your child's 
death" (Pictures are always welcome) For more information 
please call Lily Capriglione at: 973-568-4164. 

Grief Recovery 
 

Can you really recover from personal loss?  Most of us deal 
with grieving experiences on a regular basis and never realize 
it! While most people associate grief with death, it’s something 
that reaches far beyond that narrow focus. Grief is the normal 
and natural reaction to every change we experience in life. 
Many of those changes are so small that, while we have feelings 
attached to those events, we do not label them as grief. 
 

Whether the loss is due to the death of a spouse, a parent, a 
friend – or perhaps because of the breakup of a relationship 
through divorce, or even the loss of our youth, it’s possible that 
your loss gave way to intense feelings of sadness and affected 
your life in immeasurable ways.  
 

If you have found grief to be overwhelming for you, it’s not 
because there is anything wrong with you. If you have felt lost 
in how to deal with that emotional pain, it’s simply because you 
never had the proper tools to deal with it effectively. The Grief 
Recovery Method® can offer you that direction and the 
opportunity to look forward to another day, rather than fearing 
what it might bring. Grief can be scary, but it does not need to 
destroy your ability to feel joy again, unless you allow that to 
be the case! 
 

Please join me to find out how joy can be part of your life again. 
The program is free, but you need to register. The introductory 
session will be held on Tuesday, October 3, at the Morris Plains 
Community Center on Jim Fear Drive in Morris Plains, at 
7:30pm.  RSVP:  by September 26 to Betty Dangler, Grief 
Recovery Specialist at 973-539-3300. 
 

Open Houses at Area Schools 
 

Mary Help of Christians Academy in North 
Haledon is hosting their open house on 
Sunday, October 20, to learn more about their 
innovative curriculum that includes an 

Internship Program. In a variety of fields, a 1:1 iPad initiative 
and their many offerings in arts and athletics. For more 
information, contact Katie Caufield at 973-790-6200.  
 

Oratory Prep School invites you to their Open Houses on 
Sunday, September 29, from 1 – 3pm and on Thursday, October 
24, from 6:45-8:15pm.  No RSVP required.  Oratory Prep is 
located at 425 Morris Avenue, Summit, NJ.  For further 
information, call 908-273-1084, ext. 1 or visit us at 
www.oratoryprep.org. 
 

Mount Saint Dominic Academy invites 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
girls and their families to their Open House on Wednesday, 
October 2, at 6:30pm or Sunday, October 27, at 12 noon in the 
Doris M. Byrne Performing Arts Center in on Ryerson Avenue 
in Caldwell, NJ.  For additional information, contact Jennifer 
Whitmore at 973-226-0660 ext. 1122. 

 

Villa Walsh Academy on Western Avenue in Morristown will 
host an Open House on Sunday afternoon, October 6 from 2- 
4pm. Come and see all that Villa Walsh has to offer.  
 

Academy of Saint Elizabeth in Convent Station will host 
their Open Houses on October 6 from 12 – 2pm, October 
17 from 7 – 8:30pm and November 7 from 7 – 8:30pm  
AoSE is the oldest Roman Catholic high school for young 
women in New Jersey and they continue to offer a rich 
history empowering students to meet the demands of the 
21st Century.  Go to www.aosenj.org to register for an 
Open House or to apply online. 
 

Dominican College in Orangeburg, NY, will host an 
Information Session for those interested in undergraduate 
and graduate programs, including an Undergraduate 
online program on Wednesday, October 2, from 5:30 to 
7:30pm in the Prusmack Center.

Red Mass 
The Annual Diocesan Red Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, October 6, at 11am.  Celebrant, Bishop Serratelli, will honor Karol Corbin 
Walker, Esq. and present her will the 2019 Advocati Christi Award.  Karol is a parishioner at Assumption and very active in their RCIA 
program.  For more information and to register, please visit insidethewalls.org/redmass.  

http://www.oratoryprep.org.
http://www.aosenj.org


Weekly Reflections 
 

EVANGELIZATION CORNER 
 

Unfortunately, we mistakenly submitted an early 
draft of our column on the Homily that was 

included in last week’s bulletin. We apologize for the error. 
Below is the final version that should have been submitted. 
 

From the earliest days of Christian liturgy, the Word of God 
was not read on its own. It was accompanied by a homily; a 
commentary that followed the reading of Sacred scriptures 
which explained the meaning of the readings and drew out the 
application for people's lives. The word ‘homily’ is taken from 
the Greek and means "explanation". 
  

The homily is crucial for the instruction of the faithful. It is 
necessary and important for passing on the faith and for 
nurturing the Christian life. Vatican II saw the importance of 
the homily that it decided that it should hold "pride of place" 
among the various forms of Christian instruction. It should be a 
thoughtful, clear, and engaging exposition of some aspect of the 
readings from Sacred Scripture of the Mass of the day and 
should take into account both the mystery being celebrated and 
the particular needs of the listeners. 
 

For many Catholics, the Homily is what is of most importance 
in the Mass. You will often hear someone speak of being fed 
more by what they hear than what they eat. They are expressing 
a need to hear and understand what is being taught by the Sacred 
Scripture readings and how to apply this teaching in their daily 
lives.  
 

The most difficult and responsible action of any priest or 
deacon who is called upon to preach the Sunday homily is to 
prepare. The responsibility of the homilist is to be aware of the 
time, the place and the people to whom the writer of the 
scriptures spoke. He must pray the readings, meditate on them 
and see the love God has for his people shining out in them. He 
must then decide on what to elucidate for his listeners; provide 
a clear, concise, critical interpretation of the text; followed with 
an explanation of how it applies to practical problems today and 
then deliver it with conviction and humility. 
 

At the same time, we, the community of the faithful, need to 
supply an attentive ear and kinetic energy to the homilist to 
bring the words alive. Even the least accomplished preacher 
will tell you that a room full of joy filled and devote worshipers 
can set even the weakest of them on fire with Divine love.  
 

Pope Francis provides an example of great preaching. Even his 
halting English does not keep us from the power and feeling he 
creates in our hearts. We know he is the Vicar of Christ in every 
word he speaks. His gentleness and love are always there. Yet 
the very power and truth of his message comes across to those 
who listen. And, for those of us who were lucky enough to hear 
Archbishop Fulton Sheen speak, we were rewarded with some 
of the most powerful homilies of the last century. We are very 
fortunate that so many of them were recorded. 
 

However, while the Eucharist is the center point of the Mass the 
loudest call for improvement in the church has always been and 
continues to be the homily.  
 

After the Homily a brief period of silence is appropriately 
observed. 
 

May the Lord’s peace be with you always!  
 

Evangelization Ministry 
 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Old Testament: Amos 8:4-7 
New Testament Luke16-1-13 
 

The readings of Ordinary time are a study in human nature. 
Both the New and Old Testament again and again draw our 
attention to our everyday actions, which do not seem to change 
from generation to generation. How often do we see the needy 
being trampled, or the poor being marginalized? How often do 
we see someone being taken advantage of because he or she did 
not know how to work the system? The readings are aimed at 
those persons, in today’s parlance, whom we would call “wise-
guys!” When the steward in Luke’s Gospel was in hot water and 
to be dismissed from his position, he reduced the debt of those 
in debt to his employer so as to ingratiate himself to them at 
expense of his master. 
 

Christ is not impressed with wise guys. He says those who are 
trustworthy in small things will be trusted with great things, and 
vice versa, when we are not. It is impressive that Christ paid 
such attention to the conduct we display in our everyday lives. 
Christ is telling us that this matter. He did not just take us 
through matters of the spiritual life. He also concerned Himself 
with the way we live our lives in our everyday activities.  He is 
telling us that our actions matter, that we cannot take advantage 
of those who are vulnerable or in need. In sum, He reminds us 
that we cannot serve two masters, e.g., both God and Evil.  

 

So, let’s think about our day. What percentage of our time do 
we spend helping others, especially the needy, even with just a 
little of our time and talent to help them through their 
difficulties? This is not to suggest that we quit our jobs and open 
a shelter. It might just be a kind word, showing respect, or 
helping someone in the right direction when it can make a 
difference in that person’s every-day life. If we pay attention 
and stay alert to detect the needs of others, we can may find 
many ways to help our neighbors, often by doing something 
which to us may seem routine.    

 

Lord, help us share what we have with those who are in need! 
 

 

 


