
Welcome to St. Virgil’s Parish 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sat., Nov. 30 5:00 pm John Keating 
Johanna Eckardt 
Peggy Schrak 
Ron Orr 
Bill Smith 

Sun., Dec. 1 7:30am Phyllis & Francis D’Annunzio 
Ron Orr 
Eileen Doherty 

 9:00am Catherine Lillie 
 10:30am Geddy Kairaitis—17th Anniversary 

William Cianelli 
 12:00pm John Toye 

William Cianelli 
Fred Mandato 

Mon., Dec. 2 6:30am Dec’d Members of the Livera 
Family 

 12:10pm Paraskewia Mosuriak 
Tues., Dec. 3 6:30am Mary Jo Hashagen 
 12:10pm Janet Dittrich 
Wed., Dec. 4 6:30am Ann Moglia 
 12:10pm Barbara Caroselli 
Thurs. Dec. 5 6:30am Bob Thomas 
 12:10pm Kathy Schultz 
Fri., Dec. 6 6:30am Joseph Martin 
 12:10pm Anthony Carvagno 
Sat., Dec. 7 8:00am Santo Santofiore 
 5:00 pm Francis McConvery 

Patricia Young 
Peggy Schrak 

Sun., Dec. 8 7:30 am Phyllis & Francis D’Annunzio 
Ron Orr 

 9:00 am Catherine Lillie 
Ron Orr 

 10:30 am Janet Dittrich 
Anna Sislo 

 12:00 pm Jamie Hunter 
William Cianelli 

 

Please pray for all those who serve in defense of our Country, 
both at home and abroad, especially: 
 

SSGT Blake Reidinger 
CPL Irvin Carithers 
MJR Stefanie Sittmann 
SSGT Thomas Sittmann 
SSGT Eric Wright  LT Kelsey Bergh 
2LT Ryan Feeney LT Mark C. Leahey 
LCDR Daniel M Leahey   LT Mark Van Ordan 
LT Patrick J. Leahey PO2 Timothy Butchko  
LTR Andrew McGuinness MSGT T.J. Hopkins 
MJR Gary Windt LT Tyler Huhn 
LT Kian Federick Stewart  LT Keigan Delray Stewart 

 
 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 

Sunday, December 1 
Welcome Sunday & Welcome to Fr. Babu, 9 – 11:30am, TC 

Advent Wreath Workshop, 11:30am, Cafeteria 
Youth Band Practice, 5pm, Church 

Monday, December 2 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10pm Mass 

Tuesday, December 3 
Return Support Group, 11 am, TC 

Rosary Society, 7pm, TC 
Bible Study, 7pm, Library 

Wednesday, December 4 
Gr. 2 First Reconciliation, 6:30pm, Church 

Thursday, December 5 
Bible Study, 10:30am, TC 

Children’s Choir, 5:30pm, CR 
Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30pm, Chapel 

Friday, December 6 
First Friday Eucharistic Adoration 7am – 12noon 

Saturday, December 7 
Confession 3:34-4:30pm 
Sunday, December 8 

Youth Mass, 12noon 
Youth Band Practice, 5pm, Church 

 

At the doors 
 

The Adult Choir will be behind the altar with the St. Virgil’s 
Stained-Glass Window Ornament Sale 

 

AMONG OURSELVES 
 

Join us for Welcome Sunday in the Tracy Center this morning 
and welcome Fr. Babu to the parish! 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 
 

Veronica Kelly, Baby Akeem Butchko, 
Mary Beth Jensen, Colleen Dillion & 

Family, Mary Maffeo, Marie E. Logan, Mallory Miller, 
Rose Marie Warrick, Sandra Buck, Margaret Ellis, John 
& Elizabeth Zisa, Daniella, Anne Benson, Bob Taylor, 
Kamasha Redhead, Miah Tully, Mary Ellen Prisinzano 
Barbara Bock, Baby Emma Scannelli, Stephen Burke, 
Sue Ann Cattano, Eileen Lagan, and Domenico & Teresa 
Procopio. 

 

In the event that PREP classes, Formation sessions, 
or meetings need to be cancelled due to inclement 
weather, a message will be posted on the Parish 
website (www.stvirgilparish.com) at least one 

hour prior to the start of session. 
 

Ministry Schedule for December 7 and 8 
 5:00pm Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00pm 

Cantor Ric Perez  Nina Rangel Nancy Fenimore Youth Choir 
Lector John Logan Margaret Flory John Trombetta D & J McKenna Youth Ministry 
Altar Servers    Ally McLoughlin Michael Gopon 
    Bobbie McLoughlin Jake Gringeri 
Extraordinary Packy Doherty Beverly Morgan  Eileen Fogelman  Viji Alex Kelly Burrows 
Ministers Jane Fischer Rosemary Paulison Chris Letta Maureen Kelly Andrew DeBlock 
 Phyllis Smith Debbie Richenaker Rita McCleary Sue Carol Scannelli John FitzPatrik 
 Dan Smith Gary Richenaker Mary Jo Tufaro Jim Scannelli Melissa Gringeri 
    Karen Schwingel Penny Manser 
     June Sambrowski 

http://www.stvirgilparish.com)


Parish News 

 

2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
“For I Was Hungry…” 

 

As the year comes fast to an end, and many are planning 
on how to make a final year-end charitable contribution 
that has the most impact, please consider the many lives 
that are helped because of the support given to the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  These are your neighbors, your 
friends, our senior priests and seminarians and urban 
school students.  All of us can play a part in the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal – as either contributor to the cause or as a 
recipient of its mission – and all are blessed as a result. 
Please make the Bishop’s Annual Appeal a priority in your 
year-end philanthropy.  Gifts can be made by check, credit 
cards, through gifts of securities or on-line at 
www.2019appeal.org.  If you are 70 ½ or over and have 
an IRA, you can receive a tax benefit by instructing your 
IRA investment manager to donate your required 
minimum distribution to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  
Please call the Bishop’s Annual Appeal office at 973-777-
8818, ext. 218 for additional details and also consult your 
tax or financial advisor for more information. 
 

Singers and Instrumentalists Grades K – 
8 are needed for Christmas Eve 
Children’s Choir 

Rehearsal Schedule: 
Sunday, 12/8, 10:15-11am in the Tracy Center;  
Sunday, 12/14, 10:15-11am in the Tracy Center (bagel 
breakfast starting at 9:30am 
Sunday, 12/22, 10;15-11am in the Tracy Center 
Monday, 12/23, 4 – 5pm in the Church 
For more info or to sign up contact Nina Rangel at 
nmrangel.music@gmail.com or 862-579-7347. 

 

St. Virgil Rosary Society 
Tuesday, December 3, 7pm in the Tracy Center 

Movie Night Featuring 
Breakthrough 

 

Come join us for this 20th Century Fox 2019 American 
Christian Drama about a young boy’s journey through his 
feelings of abandonment and the power of prayer.  Rosary 
Society members may bring their gifts for the JBWS 
Holiday Boutique to the meeting.  A donation of $1 may 
be given to purchase Food Pantry items, in lieu of a 
canned good. In case of inclement weather, please call the 
Parish Office at 973-538-1418.  Information will be 
available after 4pm. 

Christmas Ornament Sale 
 

Bring home one of St. Virgil’s beautiful 
windows for your Christmas tree this 
year?  Need a gift from a friend, a child 
who is living in another state, a teacher, 
a grandparent?  Your purchase will help 
assist the Music Ministry.  The 

ornaments are replicas of our stained-glass windows.  
They are $20 each, except for the Ascension window 
which is $25. Each comes beautifully boxed.  (Actual size 
of ornaments is 2 x 3 ¾”). Ornaments will go on sale this 
weekend and will be available each weekend through 
Advent.  Order forms will also be available at the Parish 
Office and at the doors of the church.  All proceeds will 
be used for the Music Ministry. 
 

Gift Giving at its easiest:  The Fall 
Yankee Candle Fundraiser to support 
SAINT VIRGIL PARISH continues 

through December 31 at www.yankee 
candlefundraising.com. Enter ‘Group Number’ 
(990036689) in the ‘Start.  Shopping’ section. Saint 
Virgil Parish will earn 40% profit on every product 
sold. Contact Lynn Kelly LynnNJ28@optonline.net with 
questions. 

 

Need the perfect gift or decorations for 
the holidays?  Fresh Centerpieces, 
Christmas Wreaths, Garland and 
Tabletop Trees. Now is the time to 

purchase elegant evergreens through Lynch Creek 
Farm to support St. Virgil Parish. Free shipping to 
any location! You chose the ship date and St Virgil 
Parish will receive 15% profit on every order.  To place 
your order call 1-888-426-0781 and mention Group 
#222535 (Saint Virgil Parish) or order online at: 
www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/teams/222535-st-
virgil-parish  Questions: Contact Lynn Kelly at 
LynnNJ28@optonline.net 
 

 

Oplatki, the special Christmas wafers 
 

Oplatki are available for your Holiday 
celebrations.  You can pick them up at the Parish Office 
on Mondays – Fridays from 9:00am – 4:00pm. A free-
will donation will be accepted. 

 

  
 

Christmas Flowers  
 

Each year, our flower memorial allows us to offer to God the best of what we can in worship, and it 
also allows us to remember loved ones.  If you wish to remember loved ones (living or deceased) or 
to make a gift in your family’s name, please complete this form and return it to the Parish Office by 

Friday, December 13.  A free-will donation will be accepted. 
 

In memory of / for the special intention of: 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Given by: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.2019appeal.org.
mailto:nmrangel.music@gmail.com
mailto:LynnNJ28@optonline.net
http://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/teams/222535-st-
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Faith Formation  
 

Grade 2 Reconciliation 
 

Please pray for the 2nd graders of our Parish who for the first time, will experience God’s love and forgiveness in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation on December 4: 
 

Emily Anroman 
Lorenzo Catizone 
Michael Cocchi 
Jack Conway 
Joseph Conway 
Samanatha Doyle 
Jack Fitzgerald 

Daniel Fox 
Amelia Guttridge 
Charlotte Hansen 
Ryder Lewandowski 
Graeme Longo 
Meghan McLoughlin 
Kieran Ozgopoyan 

Liam Pedalino 
Ellianna Reynolds 
Marcus Rivera 
Amber Rolph 
Finnegan Rose 
Mark Sambrowski 
Robert Scorcune 

Dylan Smyth 
Sydnie Sousa 
Alexander Sullo 
Isabel Sullo 
Ella Yankiwski 
Mia Zelaya 

 

For Youth 

 
 

For Adults 
 

St Virgil Bible Study Group 
 

Going forward the Thursday evening Bible Study Group will 
meet on Tuesday evenings at 7pm in the School Library instead 
of on Thursday evenings. 
 

During December we will meet on December 3 and December 17 
at 7pm in the School Library and discuss questions about our 
Faith, or the Culture we live in; a different subject each meeting. 
So, you can join us for just one day if the subject interests you. 
 

On December 3, we will look at ‘Beginning Apologetics’ – 
where/how our Catholic beliefs started. That night we will 
investigate the “The Real Presence” of Christ in the Eucharist. 
Where did that belief come from and why is it TRUE? 
  

Next year we will start the Book of Revelation on Tuesday, 
January 7, 2020 
 

New Evangelization CD Rack News 
 

We put a bunch of new CD’s out in the CD Rack, which is on the 
wall next to the Confessional (on the parking lot side).They 
include “The Baseball Priest” which tells the conversion story of 
a baseball player who became Catholic and then became a Priest. 
He was convinced by the beauty and truth of Jesus teachings! 
 

For those of you with little children, we have “Amazing Angels 
and Super Saints” from Cat Chat. It’s an amazing new audio 
show with loveable characters and upbeat songs that can help 
them learn about and love their faith. It entertains as well as 
inspires. 
 

For adults who want to learn, clearly, what the Church teaches, 
a guide to the “Catechism of the Catholic Church”. This CD 
explains how the Catechism helps us live life according to Holy 
Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and the Teaching Authority of our 
Church. How to live all the things Jesus taught, exactly as He 
taught them to the Apostles. 

Advent at Loyola Jesuit Center 
 

Located at 161 James Street in Morristown, 
Loyola offers retreats, days of prayer and 

more. Please visit the website: https://www.loyola.org or call 
Loyola at 973.539.0740 for more details. 
 

Sunday, December 8 – Day of Prayer – 9:30 am to 3 
pm:  Holy Mary, Mother Mary, Model Mary – Led by 
Linda Barratte, PhD.  Includes breakfast, lunch, 
reconciliation and Mass.  Cost:  $40. 
 
Tuesday, December 17 – Day of Prayer – 9:30 am to 3 
pm:  How can we always remain ready to encounter the 
Lord – Led by Fr. George Collins.  Includes breakfast, 
lunch, reconciliation and Mass.  Cost: $40. 

 

December 13 – 15, 2019 – 
WOMEN’S ADVENT WEEKEND RETREAT – 

The Sermon on The Mount 
 

Retreat begins on Friday evening with dinner at 7:15pm and 
ends on Sunday after Mass and lunch around 1:00pm at Loyola 
House of Retreats – 161 James Street – Morristown, 
NJ.  Led by Rev. Steve Pugliese, S.J. The theme for this 
retreat is “The Sermon on The Mount: The Lord’s Blueprint for 
Living a Faith Based Life and the Key to Spiritual Freedom.” 
Psalm 4 asks, “What can bring us happiness, many say?” True 
happiness, or joy as the scriptures describe it, can only come 
from living God’s will. Join us as we explore the depths of 
Christ’s Sermon on the Mount and its many challenges to the 
Lord’s faithful who seek that one thing necessary. For More 
Information: https://www.loyola.org or 
973.539.0740. 
 

Please join women of the parish to experience the peace of this 
brief quiet time away and come back renewed to celebrate 
Christmas with deeper joy.  Questions?  Contact Carole White-
Connor at 201.213.0038 or carolewc44@verizon.net or Kathy 
Butchko at kathrynbutchko@gmail.com. 

Class Schedule for December 
   PREP K-4     Jr. High PREP 
         12/15            12/15 
Children’s Mass    Youth Mass 
     12/15 @ 9am   12/8@ 12noon 

12/24 @ 6:00pm 
Youth Ministry 

              1st Year         2nd Year 
                   12/8               12/15 

PREP Contact Information 
PREP K – 4 Marie Tonini @  
 tonini.svprep@gmail.com  
 Teresa Rangel @  
 rangel.svprep@gmail.com 
Jr. High PREP  Valerie Tonini @  
 valerie.svprep@gmail.com  
Youth Ministry Penny Manser @  
 mansersvym@gmail.com 

https://www.loyola.org
https://www.loyola.org
mailto:carolewc44@verizon.net
mailto:kathrynbutchko@gmail.com.
mailto:tonini.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:rangel.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:valerie.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:mansersvym@gmail.com


Ministries and Outreaches 
 

 
 

Star of Bethlehem 
 

As we celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday on 
Thursday, we know that Christmas is not far 
behind. 
 

During the Christmas season it has been a 
longstanding tradition here at St. Virgil’s to donate gift cards to 
those in need. 
 

Beginning next weekend, two trees will be decorated with 
envelopes requesting a gift card from a local store.  Anyone 
wishing to contribute to this outreach program can select an 
envelope from one of the trees on either side of the altar and 
purchase the gift card requested. Place your envelope with the 
enclosed gift card in one of the collection boxes located beside 
each tree.  Please mark the amount on the gift card. 
 

The gift cards are distributed to local charities which provide 
emergency shelter, food, clothing, and medicine to families in 
desperate need. The donated gift cards not only make Christmas 
a happier time for many families, but they are also used 
throughout the year to provide emergency help to the needy in 
our community.   
 

To save you time, Acme and Walmart gift cards are available for 
sale in the Parish Office on Mondays thru Fridays from 9am – 
4pm. 
 

Thank you in advance for your kind generosity. 
 

JBWS (aka Jersey Battered Women’s Service) 
Holiday Boutique 

 

Every December, the Rosary Society sponsors a gift collection 
for the holiday boutique conducted by JBWS for its clients. Last 
year over 218 families, including 457 children, received holiday 
gifts. Mothers select gifts of new toys and clothing donated by 
the local community. Handmade gifts are especially 
appreciated. You can imagine a mother’s relief as she knows that 
she can give her children some joy in the holiday season. 
 

JBWS has requested that we consider gifts for teens and pre-
teens although items for all ages are welcome. Suggested items 
are listed here, but a more-detailed list is available in the Parish 
Office: 
 

 Clothing for all ages (especially boots for ages 12 months-4 
years) 

 Jewelry/wallets/purses/watches 
 Makeup/nail polish 
 Puzzles/books (no board games, please) 
 Crafts/building sets 
 Models (Lego, Minecraft, Matchbox, etc.) 
 Sports equipment 
 

Please drop off your gifts (new and unwrapped) at the Parish 
Office no later than Tuesday, December 3. Unused 
wrapping paper (sheets, rolls), ribbons and bows may be given 
separately. Rosary Society members may bring their gifts to the 
monthly meeting, also December 3. 
 

All parishioners of St. Virgil’s are invited to participate. In a 
letter to its donors, JBWS recently wrote: “You make the season 
brighter for women and children hurting from domestic 
violence. Here is just one message from the many thank you 
letters that we received after last year’s program. 

 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart. You brought joy to my 
children and I at a time that I didn’t think it was possible. We 
will never forget your generosity!” 
 

 
 
 

OPERATION CHILLOUT WINTER OUTREACH 
 

Operation Chillout is a local grassroots program which started 
out primarily assisting homeless Vietnam vets. Today, most are 
veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. These vets are 
young – 20 to 30 years old – and many are women.  They risk 
staying homeless and unemployed as many suffer from post-
traumatic stress and other health conditions that increase their 
risk of death. Many choose to live outdoors rather than stay 
overnight in shelters. It is to this group that Operation Chillout 
(www.operationchillout.org) provides the basic necessities 
to help them through the winter and summer months. 
 

Now in its 19th year, Operation Chillout is an advocate for 
sustainable solutions and programs leading to permanent 
quality-of-life changes and independent living. In recognition of 
his commitment to the homeless, Operation Chillout founder 
and executive director Deacon Ray Chimileski (St. Luke Parish, 
Long Valley) was recently awarded the Four Chaplains Legion of 
Honor Humanitarian Award which is given “in recognition of a 
lifetime commitment to selfless service and societal 
advancement that has demonstrably affected the quality of life 
in the community, state or nation, service without regard to faith 
or race.” Previous recipients of Legion of Honor Awards include 
Dwight Eisenhower, Ronald Reagan, John Glenn and Bob Hope.  
 

Starting in early December, Operation Chillout volunteers will 
distributes backpacks filled with warm clothing and toiletries to 
over 2,000 homeless right here in Morris and neighboring 
counties and eastern Pennsylvania. 
 

St. Virgil Parish is a collection partner. We have been asked to 
provide only the items listed below for both men and women. 
Clothing must be new; please provide only the items 
and sizes requested. We will have this collection from 
November 23 - December 8. Please place your gift in the 
carton near the altar. 
 

 Men’s boxer shorts (L/36-38”, XL/40-42”, 2XL/44-46”) 
 Women’s underwear, briefs only (M/size 6, L/size 7, 

XL/size 8) 
 

If you prefer, cash or checks payable to either St. Virgil Church 
or Operation Chillout Inc. may be given instead of clothing. 
Please place your donation in an envelope and drop it into the 
collection basket. The organization does not solicit, so you will 
not be contacted for additional support. Operation Chillout, Inc. 
is a registered 501(c)(3) not for profit organization and is eligible 
for matching gifts and grants. Your contributions are tax 
deductible. Cash and checks payable to St. Virgil’s will be used 
to purchase underwear. 
 

As we are about to celebrate Thanksgiving with friends and 
family, please think of those who have little to be thankful for 
and be as generous as you can. Your generosity will be very much 
appreciated. 

 

http://www.operationchillout.org)


Around the Diocese & Around Town 
 

Wreaths Across America:  On December 14, Wreaths Across America will honor our deceased veterans. This ceremony 
will coincide with over 1,400 sites across American where approximately 1.7 million wreaths will be laid on the graves of 
veterans. Holy Rood will have our ceremony at 12 noon Sharp on Saturday, December 14, at 61 Whippany Road, Morristown.  
All 1,400 will simultaneously celebrate this event at 12 noon eastern standard time. If anyone is interested is sponsoring a 
wreath, please see our website, www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.  Our code is MJHRCM. Please come out and join us at Holy 

Rood.  Arrive by 11:30am as the ceremony will begin at 12 noon SHARP. Please bring your family, neighbors and friends to honor those 
veterans who defended our great country.  Should you have any questions, kindly reach out to the site coordinator, John Haren at 
973.538.5658 or jfharen@aol.com. 

 

Taizé Prayer for Advent -- December 6 – at Assumption:  Would you like to rediscover an inner peace, experience a closer 
relationship with Christ on the Cross? Taizé is an opportunity to seek communion with God in prayer, singing, silence and reflection. 
Experiencing the simplicity of Taizé reminds us that daily life is the place where Christ is waiting for us.  Taizé Prayer is a quiet, moving 
reflective prayer combining elements of the Church's traditional Liturgy of the Hours with elements of contemplative meditation. A typical 
Taizé prayer service incorporates periods of silence with meditative readings from Scripture, prayers of praise and intercession, and the 
frequent repetition of simple, contemporary chants based on the Psalms or other parts of Scripture. The result is to gradually move prayer 
from the head to the heart. Join Fr. Lukasz Wnuk on Friday, September 6, at 7:00 p.m. at Assumption Church, 91 Maple Ave in Morristown 
for an hour of prayer, music and reflection. All are welcome. 

 

Weekly Reflections 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
Old Testament: Isaiah 2:1-5 
New Testament: Matthew; 24:37-44 
 

The First Sunday of Advent is the beginning of the new Liturgical 
year. This means we are now finished with the year of Luke and 
begin the year of Matthew. It might seem surprising to us that it 
was three years ago since we last read Matthew’s Gospels and 
have finished the Gospels of Mark and Luke since then. Matthew 
has much to share with us. His Gospel is the longest.  He wrote 
for Jewish Christians, so he included a lot of Jewish history with 
whom his audience will identify. He traces history back to 
Abraham, the founder of the Jewish faith and grounds his 
Gospel in Judaism. He shows Christ as the teaching Messiah and 
includes the “Sermon on the Mount,” which certainly is a 
teaching document.  
 

Today’s first reading takes us back to Noah and the uncertainty 
of the days during which he lived. We can link his words to those 
we have been reading about in the last chapters of Luke. The 
words of today’s Gospel are “that we should stay awake! For you 
do not know on which day the Lord will come.”  We have been 
thinking these last weeks about the end of time. Now we are 
looking at God’s coming, not in the end of time, but in Advent, 
We are awaiting the King of Kings who will not be coming as a 
conquering Jewish hero, like David, but as an infant child 
bringing  us peace and joy as infants do. That was not exactly 
what the Jewish leaders were expecting, but if they had read 
their Torah with its prophets, it would have taught them His way 
from now till His death. 
 

Perhaps that is not the Messiah for whom they or we are looking. 
Perhaps we expected our King to be well educated, and well 
endowed, not a child of no means, with parents who no one 
would stop to even notice. Certainly, we did not expect him to be 
one who would end up on a cross. So, Advent is a new beginning 
for us. Hopefully we can each be a beacon of hope in a world that 
seems to be filled with negativity. Let us hope that this Advent 
will lead us to Christ in our world, in our life, and in the people 
around us.  
 

Lord, lead us through Advent, finding Christ in all we 
meet. 
 

Evangelization Corner 
 

As mentioned in last week’s column, the Preface, 
which changes according to the season, usually 
concludes with a prayer or hymn of praise, by the 
congregation joining with the angels, praising 

God with the words of the Sanctus: “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord…” 

This is the last part of the Preface of the Eucharistic Prayer. 
The Sanctus forms part of the solemn hymn of praise and is one 
of the elements of our liturgy that is usually sung. It became part 
of the Eucharistic Prayer in Western Christianity only in the first 
half of the fifth century which, was fairly late inasmuch as the 
text of the Canon had become fixed by then.  
 

The text of the Sanctus was passed from Jewish use to Christian 
use at a very early time.  St. Clement of Rome (circa 104) in the 
letter to the Corinthians first made mention of this prayer 
quoting the following text from Isaiah 6:1-3 — “I saw the Lord 
sitting upon a throne high and elevated…” Upon it stood two 
six-winged seraphims. “And they cried one to the other, and 
said: Holy, holy, holy Lord of hosts, all the earth is full of his 
glory.”  
 

The repetition of the word "holy" three times is unparalleled in 
Hebrew. And the seraphims, acclaiming the Lord as the all-holy 
One, affirm Him as the one God above all other gods. When we 
sing "the whole earth is full of his glory," we praise God for His 
splendor which we see throughout creation (Ps 8:1; 19:1-6; 
24:1-3).  
 

In the Apocalypse of John (Rv 4:8), St. John recounts an 
experience similar to Isaiah’s. St. John states that he was caught 
up in the Spirit on the Lord's day (Rv 1:10) and had a vision of 
the heavenly liturgy.  John writes that he saw Jesus, the Son of 
Man, in radiant glory, and like Isaiah he responded in fear: 
"When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead".  (Rv 1:17) 
Like Isaiah, John recalls six-winged angelic creatures before the 
throne of God who praise God for His glory singing: "Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come". 
(Rv 4:8)  
 

In the Eucharistic liturgy, we too are caught up to the heavenly 
liturgy like both Isaiah and St. John. And, when we sing the 
Sanctus during Mass, we are joining our voices with the angels 
and saints in heaven in a jubilant hymn of praise. Thus, as we 
prepare to encounter the all-holy Lord, who will soon become 
present on the altar, we fall to our knees in reverence after 
singing this hymn. 
 

Next week we will discuss the Epiclesis within the Eucharistic 
Prayer; the invocation of the Holy Spirit upon the bread and 
wine, implicitly or explicitly. 
 

May the Lord’s peace be with you always!   
 

Evangelization Ministry 

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
mailto:jfharen@aol.com.

