
Welcome to St. Virgil’s Parish 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sat., Dec. 14 5:00 pm Julie H. Bolcar 
Jess Ziccarello, Sr. 
Peggy Schrak 
Nanette Courtine 

Sun., Dec. 15 7:30am Grant Morgan 
Phyllis & Francis D’Annunzio 

 9:00am Catherine Lillie 
Mary & Harold Williamson 

 10:30am Frank Slojkowski 
Edwin “Orr” Orr 

 12:00pm Antonio & Angela Gabriel 
The Picone Famly 

Mon., Dec. 16 6:30am Rebecca Hadik 
 12:10pm Bobby Pennipede 

Christine Smithers 
Tues., Dec. 17 6:30am  
 12:10pm Janet Dittrich 
Wed., Dec. 18 6:30am Deceased Members of the Patak 

Family 
Richard Esposito 

 12:10pm June Bosacki 
Lorraine Zieba—3rd Anniversary 
Phylis Resh 
Lester Resh 
Rose Prisco 

Thurs. Dec. 19 6:30am Paul J. Glanville, Sr.—33rd 
Anniversary 

 12:10pm Santo Santofiore—50th 
Anniversary 
Brian Courtney 
Donald William Edwards 
Evelyn Rizzo 

Fri., Dec. 20 6:30am Rosemarie DiPalo 
Eileen Mahon 

 12:10pm Thanks to St. Jude 
Sat., Dec. 21 8:00am In Thanksgiving from the Bernardo 

Family 
Stefania Sarosz 

 5:00 pm Elvira Caroselli 
Ann Marie Lagan 
John Keating 
Johanna Eckardt 
Peggy Schrak 
Ronald Burrows—8th Anniversary 

Sun., Dec. 122 7:30 am Phyllis & Francis D’Annunzio 
Terry Denehy 

 9:00 am Michael Haugh 
Faith Broderich 

 10:30 am Lillian T.  Giacobbi 
Nancy Adami 

 12:00 pm Alfredo Rocca 
Frances & Michael Marinaccio 

 
 

The Sanctuary Candle honors the memory of 
Barbara Caroselli & Elvira Caroselli 

 

Please welcome Sr. Catherine Paone, M.P.F. who will be 
speaking at all Masses this weekend on behalf of the Religious 
Retirement Fund.  We ask you to be generous in the second 
collection. 
 

We offer our prayerful condolences to the family and friends of 
Manuel DaSilva and Ruth “Bush” Whelan who were called 
home to our Lord this week.  We pray that Manual & “Bush” 
rest peacefully with the Lord. 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 

Sunday, December 15 
Children’s Mass at 9am 

PREP K-4, 10:15-11:45am, School 
Children’s Choir Rehearsal, 10:15am, TC 

Jr. High PREP, 1-3:15pm, School 
Youth Band Rehearsal, 5pm, TC 
2nd Year FISH, 6:30pm, School 

Monday, December 16 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10pm Mass 

Advent Penance Service, 7pm 
Tuesday, December 17 

Return Support Group, 11am, TC 
Bible Study, 7pm, TC 

Thursday, December 18 
Bible Study, 10:30am, TC 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal, 5:30pm, CR 
Appalachia Christmas Party, School, 6pm 

Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30pm, Chapel 
Saturday, December 21 

Confession, 3:45 – 4:30pm, Church 
Sunday, December 19 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal, 10:15am, TC 
Youth Band Practice, 5pm, Church 

 

At the doors 
 

The Adult Choir will be behind the altar with the St. 
Virgil’s Stained-Glass Window Ornament Sale 

 

Among Ourselves 
 

Please remember in your prayers: 
 

Jacqueline Paw, Veronica Kelly, Baby 
Akeem Butchko, Mary Beth Jensen, 

Colleen Dillion & Family, Mary Maffeo, Marie E. Logan, 
Mallory Miller, Rose Marie Warrick, Sandra Buck, 
Margaret Ellis, John & Elizabeth Zisa, Daniella, Anne 
Benson, Bob Taylor, Kamasha Redhead, Miah Tully, 
Mary Ellen Prisinzano Barbara Bock, Baby Emma 
Scannelli, Stephen Burke, Sue Ann Cattano, Eileen 
Lagan, and Domenico & Teresa Procopio. 
 

Please pray for all those who serve in defense of our 
Country, both at home and abroad, especially: 
 

The deploying airman of the 914 Air Refueling Wing 
SSGT Blake Reidinger 
CPL Irvin Carithers 
MJR Stefanie Sittmann 
SSGT Thomas Sittmann 
SSGT Eric Wright  LT Kelsey Bergh 
2LT Ryan Feeney LT Mark C. Leahey 
LCDR Daniel M Leahey   LT Mark Van Ordan 
LT Patrick J. Leahey PO2 Timothy Butchko  
LTR Andrew McGuinness MSGT T.J. Hopkins 
MJR Gary Windt LT Tyler Huhn 
LT Kian Federick Stewart            LT Keigan Delray Stewart 



Ministry Schedule for December 21 and 22 
 5:00pm Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00pm 

Cantor Nancy Fenimore  Nina Rangel Ashley Phillips AJ, S, & I Warwzniak 
Lector Bob Clifford Robert Vigorito Helen Ann Pinto Kathy Sisler Kevin Gopon 
Altar Servers  Anthony Tonini Breanna Barton Michael Szoke Michael Gopon 
   Brandon Kelly   
   Jake Gringeri   
Extraordinary Jane Fischer Beverly Morgan Melissa Gringeri Viji Alex Phyllis Bonanno 
Ministers Linda Marcantonio Rosemary Paulison Pearl Law Maureen Kelly Andrew DeBlock 
 Wendy Nunn Debbie Richenaker Chris Letta Penny Manser Renee Gopon 
 Karen Schwingel Gary Richenaker Maria McCleary Frank Miller Tina Gopon 
   June Sambrowski Sue Carol Scannelli Louise Spirig 
   Mary Jo Tufaro Jim Scannelli Ron Spirig 

Parish News 

 

In the event that PREP classes, Formation sessions, or 
meetings need to be cancelled due to inclement 
weather, a message will be posted on the Parish 
website (www.stvirgilparish.com) at least one hour 

prior to the start of session. 
 

Inclement Weather Policy for St. Virgil’s Parish 
 

Generally, Saint Virgil's will be open for daily Mass during 
inclement weather at the regularly scheduled times. 
However, to balance availability and Parishioner safety, 
guidelines have been developed to make appropriate 
decisions during inclement weather. 
 

If Morris Plains School District is closed or has a delayed 
opening during extreme weather on a Monday through 
Friday, any scheduled 6:30am Mass will not be held, and 
the Mass intention will be moved to the 12:10pm Mass. 
 

Parishioners are encouraged to use their own judgement 
when venturing out in times of inclement weather in 
order not to endanger themselves or their families. 
 

In the event of a declared state of emergency or travel ban, 
the 12:10pm Mass will be cancelled, and one of the priests 
will celebrate a private Mass for the intentions of the day. 
 

In that event all parish activities, daytime and evening, 
that are scheduled during the closure period are cancelled 
and the Parish Office will be closed as well. 
 

Weekend Masses will be celebrated as scheduled. 
 

Always remember to use your discretion when venturing 
out into inclement weather. 
 

Christmas Ornament Sale 
 

Bring home one of St. Virgil’s beautiful 
windows for your Christmas tree this year?  
Need a gift from a friend, a child who is living 
in another state, a teacher, a grandparent?  
Your purchase will help assist the Music 

Ministry.  The ornaments are replicas of our stained-
glass windows.  They are $20 each, except for the 
Ascension window which is $25. Each comes beautifully 
boxed.  (Actual size of ornaments is 2 x 3 ¾”). 
Ornaments will go on sale this weekend and will be 
available each weekend through Advent.  Order forms 
will also be available at the Parish Office and at the doors 
of the church.  All proceeds will be used for the Music 
Ministry. 

 

CALLING ALL PRIME TIME MEMBERS - As our 
days grow shorter, we are approaching our annual Prime 
Time Christmas Party. We have a great luncheon menu 
planned for all of us and hope to see all our members there 
and sharing in the joy of anticipating the great Feast of 
Christmas. Our meeting is to be held on Friday, December 
20, at 1 pm in the Tracy Center. Also on our agenda is what 
we hope to be a fun experience for all of us. As the shorter, 
chillier days of the winter season are upon us, who among 
us doesn't appreciate curling into a comfortable chair, 
covered by a warm afghan and reading a good book? As a 
fund raiser, we will be having a Book Sale - all you have to 
do is bring 2 or 3 books you are finished reading (and have 
enjoyed) with you and then we will be able to choose 2 or 
3 'new' books to take home with us at just $1 each. Books 
can be any genre you want to get off your shelf - historical, 
biography, romance, western, mystery, etc. - anything you 
choose to share. 
 

So please come join us on Friday, December. 20 for a 
grand afternoon of good friends, good food, delicious 
desserts, our monthly 50/50, and the chance to pick up a 
couple of new reads for only $1 apiece. And please don't 
forget our less fortunate neighbors who come to the 
Interfaith Food Pantry for assistance. Any questions? 
Please call Kathy Sisler (973) 538-1379. 
 

Oplatki, the special Christmas wafers are 
available for your Holiday celebrations.  You can 
pick them up at the Parish Office on Mondays – 

Fridays from 9:00am – 4:00pm. A free-will donation will 
gladly be accepted. 
 

Singers and Instrumentalists Grades K – 8 
are needed for Christmas Eve Children’s 
Choir 

Rehearsal Schedule: 
Sunday, 12/15, 10:15-11am in the Tracy Center (bagel 
breakfast starting at 9:30am 
Sunday, 12/22, 10;15-11am in the Tracy Center 
Monday, 12/23, 4 – 5pm in the Church 
For more info or to sign up contact Nina Rangel at 
nmrangel.music@gmail.com or 862-579-7347. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Rosary Society Trip to Sight & Sound, 
Lancaster, PA featuring Queen Esther, 

Thursday, April 30, 2020.  The cost of $155 includes bus, 
lunch and show.  Money is not due at this time.  Details to 
come. 
 

http://www.stvirgilparish.com)
mailto:nmrangel.music@gmail.com


Gift Giving at its easiest:  The Fall 
Yankee Candle Fundraiser to support 
SAINT VIRGIL PARISH continues 

through December 31 at www.yankeecandlefund 
raising.com. Enter ‘Group Number’ (990036689) in the 
‘Start.  Shopping’ section. Saint Virgil Parish will earn 
40% profit on every product sold. Contact Lynn Kelly 
LynnNJ28@optonline.net with questions. 

 

Need the perfect gift or decorations 
for the holidays?  Fresh 
Centerpieces, Christmas Wreaths, 
Garland and Tabletop Trees. Now is 
the time to purchase elegant 

evergreens through Lynch Creek Farm to support St. 
Virgil Parish. Free shipping to any location! You 
chose the ship date and St Virgil Parish will receive 15% 
profit on every order.  To place your order call 1-888-426-
0781 and mention Group #222535 (Saint Virgil Parish) 
or order online at: www.lynchcreekfund 
raising.com/teams/222535-st-virgil-parish  Questions: 
Contact Lynn Kelly at LynnNJ28@optonline.net 

 
 

Each year, our flower memorial allows us to offer to God the best of what we can in worship, and it also allows us to 
remember loved ones.  If you wish to remember loved ones (living or deceased) or to make a gift in your family’s name, 
please complete this form and return it to the Parish Office by Wednesday, December 18.  A free-will donation will be 
accepted. 
 

In memory of / for the special intention of: 
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Given by: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Faith Formation  
 

For Youth 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For Adults 
 

Men’s Cornerstone 
 

As we enter into the season of Advent, we can see the four candles of the Advent Wreath, representing Hope, Faith, Joy, and 
Peace.  These same spiritual pillars can be seen and felt during the upcoming St. Virgil Parish Men’s Cornerstone Retreat, 
scheduled for February 14/15 at the Loyola Retreat Center in Morristown.  We warmly extend an invite to all Catholic men 
to experience this for yourself and to strengthen your personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Please join us for an 
experience you will always remember. 

 

Men’s Retreat at Loyola 
 

Have you made your New Year's Resolutions for 2020 yet? Why not start by making the annual Men's Retreat at Loyola 
Jesuit Center in Morristown, NJ.? The retreat offers a time for quiet prayer and reflection. The weekend is based on the 
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola. The activities include directed reflections, time for private prayer, communal 
prayer, and private consultation. The weekend takes place between Friday night January 17 and early Sunday afternoon 
January 19. For further details visit www.loyola.org or speak to Kevin Langan, Joe De Lorenzo, or Mike Butchko 
 

Class Schedule for December & January 
 

   PREP K-4     Jr. High PREP 
         12/15            12/15 
     1/5 & 1/19                                              1/19 
Children’s Mass    Youth Mass 
     12/15 @ 9am   12/24 @ 6:00pm 
       1/19 @ 9am                                 1/12 @ 12 noon 

Youth Ministry 
              1st Year         2nd Year 
                   1/12              12/15 
                                                        1/26 (Mini-retreat) 

PREP Contact Information 
PREP K – 4 Marie Tonini @  
 tonini.svprep@gmail.com  
 Teresa Rangel @  
 rangel.svprep@gmail.com 
Jr. High PREP  Valerie Tonini @  
 valerie.svprep@gmail.com  
Youth Ministry Penny Manser @  
 mansersvym@gmail.com 

Christmas Flowers 

mailto:LynnNJ28@optonline.net
mailto:LynnNJ28@optonline.net
http://www.loyola.org
mailto:tonini.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:rangel.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:valerie.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:mansersvym@gmail.com


Advent at Loyola Jesuit Center 
 

Located at 161 James Street in Morristown, Loyola offers retreats, days of prayer and more. Please visit 
the website: https://www.loyola.org or call Loyola at 973.539.0740 for more details. 

 

Tuesday, December 17 – Day of Prayer – 9:30 am to 3 pm:  How can we always remain ready to encounter the Lord – 
Led by Fr. George Collins.  Includes breakfast, lunch, reconciliation and Mass.  Cost: $40. 

 

December 13 – 15, 2019 – 
WOMEN’S ADVENT WEEKEND RETREAT – 

The Sermon on The Mount 
 

Retreat begins on Friday evening with dinner at 7:15pm and ends on Sunday after Mass and lunch around 1:00pm at Loyola 
House of Retreats – 161 James Street – Morristown, NJ.  Led by Rev. Steve Pugliese, S.J. The theme for this 
retreat is “The Sermon on The Mount: The Lord’s Blueprint for Living a Faith Based Life and the Key to Spiritual Freedom.” 
Psalm 4 asks, “What can bring us happiness, many say?” True happiness, or joy as the scriptures describe it, can only come 
from living God’s will. Join us as we explore the depths of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount and its many challenges to the 
Lord’s faithful who seek that one thing necessary. For More Information: https://www.loyola.org or 
973.539.0740. 
 

Please join women of the parish to experience the peace of this brief quiet time away and come back renewed to celebrate 
Christmas with deeper joy.  Questions?  Contact Carole White-Connor at 201.213.0038 or carolewc44@verizon.net or Kathy 
Butchko at kathrynbutchko@gmail.com. 
 

The Rapture 
 

New Bible Study starting on January 7, 2020. 
 

Many Christians, especially Evangelicals and Fundamentalists often give much attention to the doctrine of the “rapture.” 
According to this doctrine, when Christ returns, all of the elect who have died will be raised and transformed into a glorious 
state, along with the living elect, and then be caught up to be with Christ. The key text referring to the rapture is 1 
Thessalonians 4:16–17, which states, “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we who are alive, who 
are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the 
Lord.” The movie and book version say the believers will ‘disappear’ which will result in many accidents if they are pilots or 
drivers – at that instant. 
 
Do you want to know more? Subjects like this have fascinated people for centuries, and the Bible has a surprising amount 
to say about each of them. In our study we will look to see if it is true. Come see for yourself! We will meet in the School 
Library. Call the Parish Office: 973-538-1418 to register. 
 

Ministries and Outreaches 
 

 

Star of Bethlehem 
 

The Star of Bethlehem trees will remain “decorated” with envelopes until the weekend of December 21/22. 
 
Gift cards for ShopRite, Walmart, Kohl’s and Acme are requested for the needy in our community.  Whether 
the need is for food, medicine, emergency shelter, warm clothing, or gifts for boys and girls without families, 
our cards come to the rescue. 

 
The gift cars are used not only at Christmas but throughout the year for emergency help in our church and local community.  
To save you time, Acme, Walmart, and Kohl’s gifts cards are available for sale in the Parish Office on Mondays thru Fridays 
from 9am – 4pm. 
 
Thank you in advance for your kind generosity. 

 

Around Town 
 

St. Paul’s Abbey on Route 206, one mile south of Newton, has thousands of Christmas trees ready to choose ‘n’ 
cut, 7 days a week from November 29 to December 23, 9am – 4pm.  We also have the Abbey Gift Shop with many 
items that make ideal Christmas gifts, including books, statues, jewelry and more. 

https://www.loyola.org
https://www.loyola.org
mailto:carolewc44@verizon.net
mailto:kathrynbutchko@gmail.com.


Weekly Reflections 
 

Third Sunday in Advent 
Old Testament: Isaiah 35:1-6,10(7a) 
New Testament: Matthew: 11:2-11 
 

The Old Testament prophet Isaiah gives us probably the most 
information on how the Israelites long awaited King would 
present himself. Today, we hear “Then will the eyes of the blind 
be opened, the ears of the deaf cleared; then will the lame leap 
like a stag; then the tongue of the mute will sing.” It is hard to 
imagine that these words of Isaiah would not be convincing to 
those who saw Christ - i.e., that they were seeing the predicted 
Messiah. In Matthew’s Gospel, Christ goes on to tell the crowds 
directly, “Then why did you go out? To see a prophet. Yes, I tell 
you, and more that a prophet.” Christ quotes scripture: “Behold, 
I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your 
way before you.” Christ then said of John, “among those born 
of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet 
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”   
 

The last sentence leaves us much to ponder. John went on to be 
beheaded by Herod. Yet Christ tells us that if we are able to get 
ourselves into the Kingdom of Heaven, we shall surpass John. 
During these last weeks the topic of heaven was discussed over 
and over in our Gospel readings. We are aiming at attaining the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  It is the goal that we are aiming towards in 
our life. Should we join with all those in the communion of 
saints, including John the Baptist, there will be an equality 
amongst those who have followed Christ. This is not a 
competition. All we really need to do is follow Christ’s, teachings 
found in the beatitudes as well as His parables. We will be living 
the Advent challenge finding “heaven on earth”. We will be able 
to even surpass John the Baptist.  
 

Advent is the season of waiting. “Oh come, oh come, 
Emmanuel!” is a repeated refrain.  Few people enjoy waiting.  A 
mother’s waiting is probably one of the most intense times of 
waiting. Certainly, the waiting of our Blessed Mother had to be 
filled with times of joy, apprehension and trust. Our lives also 
are filled with these feelings. Hopefully, this Advent we may use 
this time to grow and dedicate ourselves, as our Blessed Mother 
did, to wait with trust.  
 

Lord, “Come, oh come, Emmanuel,” today and 
always. 
 

Evangelization Corner 
 

The Communion Epiclesis ends with the 
celebrant saying: “Take this, all of you. . . do 
this in memory of me.” After which he says: 
“Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.” 

 

It may seem a little awkward that at this moment in the 
Eucharistic Prayer, following the consecration, we are asked 
to proclaim the mystery of faith. This was inserted into the 
Eucharistic Prayer following the Second Vatican 
Council. The phrase “mystery of faith” is not found in any 
biblical account of the words of consecration by our Lord 
Himself.  There are many theories as to why the fathers at the 
Second Vatican Council decided to interject these words at 
this at this point, but no one really knows why.  
 

Since in the Eucharist Prayer we almost always address the 
Father and not the Son, our response here, which is 
addressed to Jesus, should make us pay close attention to 
what is happening. One might ask, ‘Why do we stop after the 
consecration to speak to Jesus?’ It is because after the 
consecration Jesus is now present on the altar and his 
presence provokes a response. We stop at this point to greet 
him by means of our acclamation of the mystery of faith. In 
this way we emphasize the importance of the consecration 
and make a personal note of the Lord on the altar. 
 

The ‘mystery of faith’ responses are actually declarations 
which refer to the entire mystery of salvation through 
Christ's death, resurrection and ascension, which is made 
present in the celebration of the Eucharist. 
 

We respond with one of the following: ‘We proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come 
again’ or ‘When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we 
proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again’ or ‘Save 
us, Savior of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection 
you have set us free.’ Each of these acclamations is spoken to 
Jesus and recapitulates the deep mystery of our redemption 
by means of our Savior’s cross and resurrection and 
implicitly speak about the mystery of the Incarnation.  
 

Too often, the theological meaning of these acclamations 
might be overlooked or missed.  
 

An article in Catholic News explains that the first 
acclamation provides a broad view of salvation history in 
which the past, present and future can be found— the past 
(proclaiming the Death of the Lord), the present (professing 
his resurrection) and the future (“until you come again.”). 
 

The second acclamation speaks directly to the Eucharistic 
banquet, has all the elements, and has a scriptural 
reference: “Every time, then, you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he 
comes.” (1 Cor 11:26) 
 

The third acclamation stands alone. It is independent of 
the Eucharistic tenet and speaks to both the passion of 
Christ, refers to the cross and contains the theological 
idea of “freedom” or redemption.  
 

May the Lord’s peace be with you always! 
 

Evangelization Ministry 

 


