
Welcome to St. Virgil’s Parish 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sat., Dec. 28 5:00 pm Theresa Ponticelli 
Betty Gaynor 
Kevin Ennis 
Tim Krineski 
Bill Smith 
Brian F. Boucher 

Sun., Dec. 29 7:30am Mary Jane Overeen 
Eileen Doherty 

 9:00am John Wilson 
 10:30am Joseph Cirella 

Protection of Babies in the Womb 
& their Families 

 12:00pm Genevieve Albanese 
Mon., Dec. 30 6:30am Walter Appell 

John Martin 
Joseph Corradino 

 12:10pm Gen Sulliven 
Tues., Dec. 31 12:10pm Janet Dittrich 

Harry Lillie 
Don Bugden & Family 

 5:00pm Peggy Schrak 
Wed., Jan. 1 10:00am Janet Dittrich 

Peggy Schrak 
Phyllis & Francis D’Annunzio 
Dec’d Members of the DeRienzo 
Family 

Thurs. Jan. 2 6:30am  Mary Ellen Sebelle (Beston) 
 12:10pm Bob Roche—1st Anniversary 

Mary Spinola 
Fri., Jan. 3 6:30am Joseph Santofiore 
 12:10pm Janet Dittrich 

Don Bugden 
Sat., Jan. 4 8:00am Deceased Members of the Parish 

Family 
 5:00 pm John W. Wilson 

Peggy Schrak 
Sun., Jan. 5 7:30 am Grant Morgan 

Margaret & James Wells 
 9:00 am Frank Tykowski 

John “Jack” Doherty 
 10:30 am Marie Kairaitis—6th Anniversary 
 12:00 pm Eileen Fallon 

 
 

Please pray for all those who serve in defense of our 
Country, both at home and abroad, especially: 
 

The deploying airman of the 914 Air Refueling Wing 
SSGT Blake Reidinger 
CPL Irvin Carithers 
MJR Stefanie Sittmann 
SSGT Thomas Sittmann 
SSGT Eric Wright   
2LT Ryan Feeney  
LCDR Daniel M Leahey    
LT Patrick J. Leahey PO2 Timothy Butchko  
LTR Andrew McGuinness MSGT T.J. Hopkins 
MJR Gary Windt LT Tyler Huhn 
LT Kian Federick Stewart       LT Mark C. Leahey 
LT Keigan Delray Stewart 
LT Kelsey Bergh 
LT Mark Van Ordan 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 

Monday, December 30 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10pm 

Mass 
Tuesday, December 31 

New Year’s Eve 
Evening Mass at 5pm 

Wednesday, January 1 
New Year’s Day 

Morning Mass at 10am 
Thursday, January 2 
Bible Study, 10:30am, TC 

Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30pm, Chapel 
Friday, January 3 

Eucharistic Adoration following the 6:30am Mass 
until 12 noon 

Saturday, January 4 
Confession, 3:45-4:30pm 

Sunday, January 5 
Welcome Sunday, 9am-11:30am, TC 

PREP K-4, 10:15-11:45am, School 
Youth Band Practice, 5 – 6pm, Church 

 
Office hours at the Parish Office will be limited 
from December 29 through January 1.  Please call 
ahead to be certain we are open. 

 
At the doors 

 
The Knights of Columbus will be at the doors of 
the Church this weekend for the Right to Life 
Roses Drive. 

 
Among Ourselves 

 
Please remember in your prayers: 
 

Dolores Gorga, Jacqueline Paw, 
Veronica Kelly, Baby Akeem 

Butchko, Mary Beth Jensen, Colleen Dillion & 
Family, Mary Maffeo, Marie E. Logan, Mallory 
Miller, Rose Marie Warrick, Sandra Buck, 
Margaret Ellis, John & Elizabeth Zisa, Daniella, 
Anne Benson, Bob Taylor, Kamasha Redhead, Miah 
Tully, Mary Ellen Prisinzano Barbara Bock, Baby 
Emma Scannelli, Stephen Burke, Sue Ann Cattano, 
Eileen Lagan, and Domenico & Teresa Procopio. 
 
The Sanctuary Candle honors the memory of 

The Deceased Members of the  
Russo / Fallivene Families 

From Matt & Dee Fallivene 
 



  

Ministry Schedule for January 4 and 5 
 5:00pm Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00pm 

Cantor Ri c Perez  Nina Rangel Nancy Fenimore Nina Rangel 
Lector Lynn Kelly Robert Vigorito Ray Lillie D & J McKenna Dave Burrows 
Altar Servers Brandon Kelly  Breanna Barter Michael Szoke  
Extraordinary Jane Fischer Margaret Flory Bill Hoferer Viji Alex Marie Aloia 
Ministers Karen Schwingel Rosemary Paulison Pearl Law Maureen Kelly Phyllis Bonanno 
 Grace Walsh Debbie Richenaker Chris Letta Frank Miller Kelly Burrows 
  Gary Richenaker Rita McCleary Wendy Nunn Andrew DeBlock 
   Mary Jo Tufaro Sue Carol Scannelli   
    Jim Scannelli  

Parish News 

 
In the event that PREP classes, Formation 
sessions, or meetings need to be cancelled due 
to inclement weather, a message will be 
posted on the Parish website 
(www.stvirgilparish.com) at least one hour 
prior to the start of session. 
 

St. Virgil’s Rosary Society 
 

Please be advised that The Rosary Society 
meeting for January 7 has been cancelled. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Rosary Society Trip to Sight & Sound, 
Lancaster, PA featuring Queen Esther, 
Thursday, April 30, 2020.  The cost of $155 
includes bus, lunch and show.  Money is not due 
at this time.  Details to come. 
 
Help with The Rosary at Arbor Terrace. 
Our friends at Arbor Terrace have asked for help 
in leading the residents in praying the Rosary. 
Once a week. Time is flexible. Please contact 
Don or Jeanne McKenna at 973-539-5957.  

Inclement Weather Policy for 
 St. Virgil’s Parish 

 
Generally, Saint Virgil's will be open for daily 
Mass during inclement weather at the 

regularly scheduled times. However, to balance 
availability and Parishioner safety, guidelines 
have been developed to make appropriate 
decisions during inclement weather. 
 
If Morris Plains School District is closed or has 
a delayed opening during extreme weather on a 
Monday through Friday, any scheduled 6:30am 
Mass will not be held, and the Mass intention 
will be moved to the 12:10pm Mass. 
 
Parishioners are encouraged to use their own 
judgement when venturing out in times of 
inclement weather in order not to endanger 
themselves or their families. 
 
In the event of a declared state of emergency or 
travel ban, the 12:10pm Mass will be cancelled, 
and one of the priests will celebrate a private 
Mass for the intentions of the day. 
 
In that event all parish activities, daytime and 
evening, that are scheduled during the closure 
period are cancelled and the Parish Office will 
be closed as well. 
 
Weekend Masses will be celebrated as 
scheduled. 
 
Always remember to use your discretion when 
venturing out into inclement weather. 
 

Christmas Flower Memorials 
Late additions 

 

Bob and Jamie Hunter from Helen and Family 
 

http://www.stvirgilparish.com)


Faith Formation 
 

For Youth 

 
 

For Adults 
 

Men’s Cornerstone 
 

As we all begin the New Year in 2020, New Year 
resolutions abound, these might include things 
like losing weight, developing more patience, 
exercising more and eating healthier foods.  
These actions are all good things, but they focus 
on improving your physical habits.  Why not 
consider changing your spiritual habits for 2020 
to improve your spiritual health.  One great way 
to begin this process is to join the Cornerstone 
men of St.  Virgil, scheduled for Friday and 
Saturday night, February 14-15 at the Loyola 
Retreat Center in Morristown.  Come join the 
fun. 

 

Men’s Retreat at Loyola 
 

Does it seem there is just too much noise today. 
Everyone seems to have an opinion or a story to 
tell. It can all be so overwhelming. Why not take 
some time out and listen to God as he speaks to 
you in the silence of your heart? The men of the 
parish are invited to attend the annual Retreat 
at Loyola Jesuit Center in Morristown, NJ. This 
will take place January 17 - 19, 2020. This It is a 
time for prayer, reflection, and spiritual 
direction. It is an opportunity to unplug, shut 
down, and spend special time with just you and 
God. For further information talk to Kevin 
Langan, Joe De Lorenzo, or Mike Butchko. 

A New Bible Study to Start 
 

We will do a Bible Study on the Book of Revelation. 
Starting in January 2020, on Tuesday 7th  
 

Have you heard of the “AntiChrist”? Apologist 
Jimmy Akin says this about him 
 

“One of the most mysterious figures haunting the 
Christian imagination is the Antichrist. 
Innumerable works, both fiction and non-fiction, 
have been devoted to him. The concept is so 
compelling that even non-Christians use it. Muslims 
believe that at the Second Coming of Christ he will 
do battle with the Antichrist (Arabic, al-Dajjal). 
 

But amid all the speculation about the Antichrist—
much of it wild and fanciful—what do we really 
know about the figure? 
 

Very little; … But many have identified the Antichrist 
with the beast from the sea in Revelation 13 “ 
 

Do you want to know more? Subjects like this 
have fascinated people for centuries, and the 
Bible has a surprising amount to say about 
each of them. In our study we will look to see 
if it is true. Come see for yourself! We will 
meet in the School Library of St Virgil’s 
Church. 
 

Call the Parish Office: 973-538-1418 to register. 

Around the Diocese 
 

Pizza Night with the Bishop:  For young men in high school, college, or older.  Monday, February 
3, at DePaul High School in Wayne and on Thursday, February 13, at Pope St. John XXIII High School 
in Sparta from 7 – 9pm.  Come join Bishop Serratelli and priests from the Diocese of Paterson for 
adoration, reflection, fellowship…and of course, pizza.  For more information, please contact the 
Vocation Office at 973-777-8818 ext. 715. 
 

Class Schedule for January 
   PREP K-4         Jr. High PREP 
     1/5 & 1/19                                         1/19 
 
Children’s Mass          Youth Mass 
         1/19 @ 9am                       1/12 @ 12 noon 

 
Youth Ministry 

          1st Year                2nd Year 
              1/12         1/26 (Mini-retreat) 

PREP Contact Information 
PREP K – 4 Marie Tonini @  
 tonini.svprep@gmail.com  
 Teresa Rangel @  
 rangel.svprep@gmail.com 
Jr. High PREP  Valerie Tonini @  
 valerie.svprep@gmail.com  
Youth Ministry Penny Manser @  
 mansersvym@gmail.com 

mailto:tonini.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:rangel.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:valerie.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:mansersvym@gmail.com


The Compassionate Friends, a self-help group for bereaved parents, siblings, and grandparents 
will be meeting on Thursday, January 9, 2020 at St. Christopher's Church, 1050 Littleton Road (Rt. 
202), Parsippany, at 7:30PM in room 101.  This Month’s program: "How does our grief affect 
family relationships" (Pictures are always welcome).  For more information please call Lily 
Capriglione at:  973-568-4164 
 
Jan. 3rd and 4th - First Friday and First Saturday of Reparation at The Blue Army Shrine. 
Begin your New Year with Our Lord and Our Lady. Why? Because Our Lord and Our Lady 
asked for it (Our Lord to St. Margaret Mary for First Fridays; Our Lady of Fatima and Our Lord to 
Sr. Lucia). Schedule: First Friday: 10:00 a.m confessions; 11:30 Rosary; 12:00 N.: Holy Mass, 
followed by Exposition/Benediction.  First Saturday: 10:30 a.m. confessions; 11:30 Rosary w/ 15 
Minute Meditation; 12:15 Holy Mass, followed by enrollment in the Brown Scapular and Shrine Tour 
of Holy House. 674 Mt. View E., Asbury, NJ 08802. 908-689-1700x224 http://www.bluearmy.com   
 

Ministries & Outreaches 
 

Cookies for the Troops 
 

A big shout out to all the parish bakers.  Our requests for cookies for the troops brought an amazing 
bounty.  The bakers provided enough cookies so we could pack 22 boxes (each containing 72 cookies).  
For those who could not bake and made a monetary donation, we collected $355 to help defray the cost 
of postage, which incidentally amounted to $354.80.  Wow, right!  Those packages were mailed to 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Kuwait. Thanks also to the PREP, Jr. High PREP and Youth Ministry kids for the 
personalized notes to the soldiers. Special thanks to the ladies who wrote cards to the soldiers, the ladies 
who packed the cookies, the bakers, the kids who did the cards.  You have all made a Christmas for 22 
soldiers far from home just a little “sweeter.” 
 

Appalachia Outreach 2020 
 
Applications for the Appalachia Outreach 2020 are not available on the FISH website.  The FISH 
website is accessible through the parish website or with the following link:  
https://mansersvym.wixsite.com/svfish.  Applicants must have completed their freshman year of high 
school to be eligible.  This year’s trip will be from July 11 to July 19, 2020.  Out team will travel to 
Harlan, Kentucky, to do home repairs for families in need.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Penny Manser at mansersvym@gmail.com  Applications will close on January 11, 2020. 
 

Pre Cana Ministry 
 
Our Pre-Cana Ministry team is planning our next Pre Cana for Friday, January 17, from 7 – 11pm.  If 
you are planning a wedding in 2020 and are interested in attending our Pre Cana, please call or email 
the parish office for a registration form. 
 

Weekly Reflections 
 

EVANGELIZATION CORNER 
 
With the conclusion of the Eucharistic 

Prayer, the bread and wine have been 
consecrated and the words of institution have 
been spoken by the celebrant. It is now time for 
the final preparations as we make ready to eat 

the body and drink the blood of Jesus in Holy 
Communion.  
 
The Communion Rite begins with The Lord’s 
Prayer.  The celebrant says: "At the Savior's 
command and formed by divine teaching, we 
dare to say" and we stand and join together in 
praying The Lord’s Prayer. By his opening 

http://www.bluearmy.com
https://mansersvym.wixsite.com/svfish.
mailto:mansersvym@gmail.com


statement, the celebrant reminds us that we are 
privileged to be able to talk to God and ask that 
we be reconciled with and in union with Him 
and with one another.  
 
For some, this is a prayer that we learned in 
childhood. But it should not be recited lightly. It 
signifies our communion with God and the 
fellowship we share with one another. It is a 
prayer that the gospels record that Jesus taught 
(Mt 6:9-13; Lk 11:1-4) and which has been part 
of the Mass for centuries.  
 
Through our union in Christ we have become 
God’s sons and daughters and He has truly 
become our Father. We now have an intimate 
relationship with God which leads to us 
addressing Him as "Father." In this prayer there 
are seven petitions. The first three are directed 
towards God our Father and in which we ask, 
‘Hallowed be thy name...’, ‘Thy kingdom 
come…’ and ‘Thy will be done on Earth as it is in 
Heaven.’ The last four are directed toward 
ourselves and our neighbors and we ask that He 
‘give us our daily bread’, ‘forgive us our 
trespasses......as we forgive those who trespass 
against us’, ‘lead us not into temptation’ and 
‘deliver us from evil.’ The celebrant continues 
praying that God will: ‘deliver us from every evil 
… and safe from all distress’. This is one of the 
gifts that our Catholic faith offers, an Inner 
peace, which is an important part of being a 
follower of Christ. For as Jesus told his disciples 
he would soon be leaving them, he said "Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give to you.  Not as 
the world gives do I give it to you. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled or afraid." (John 
14:27). And, we respond “For the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are yours now and 
forever“. 
 
May the Lord’s peace be with you 
always! 

Evangelization Ministry 

The Holy Family 
Old Testament Sirach 3:12-14 
New Testament: Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 
 

It is fitting and special that we end our calendar 
year with the Feast of the Holy Family, the 
family which loved and protected Jesus. This 
Gospel demonstrates from the start the first 
basic truth of our faith about Jesus, His 
humanity.  
 

Matthew doesn’t make this account of His birth 
read like a story tale, unlike all those pretty and 
comforting Christmas cards we love to send and 
receive each year to celebrate the season. 
Matthew’s Gospel shows us that from the 
beginning, this little family was challenged with 
real danger. Yet, Christ’s parents, filled with love 
for Him, were willing to adapt and do all they 
could to nurture and protect their Son. And we 
learn through the gospels that Mary and Joseph 
had a sensitivity derived from their deep faith, 
which guided them through it all.  

 

The Holy Family serves as a model family for us. 
Our families are constantly challenged by 
troubles. Many new parents in this world have 
the fear of poverty. Some fear for their infant 
child’s life, perhaps because of a political enemy, 
or maybe even from concerns about the health 
of their child. Let us pray for them and us that 
we all shall learn to adapt and cope; that we all 
shall be open to God’s presence to  help us 
through the rough spots, bringing us peace and 
guidance when we most need it. Let us ask God 
to stay with our families, guide and protect us, 
to see us through the good times and the bad, to 
bless us and guide us in the big and small events, 
not to make our families “perfect,” but Holy, in 
our little way. 
 

Lord, be with us strengthen our families, 
and our love for each other. 

 


