
Welcome to St. Virgil’s Parish 
 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sat., Feb. 29 5:00pm Fahmy Morcos 
Stephen Ripp 
Linda Sawitsky 

Sun., Mar. 1 7:30am Grant Morgan 
Antonette Delp 

 9:00am Janet Dittrich 
Cecelia Bangiola 

 10:30am Rosa Sasso 
Joan Bollinger 

 12:00pm Dan Sullivan 
Cecelia Bangiola 

Mon., Mar. 2 6:30am Bob Thomas 
 12:10pm Emil C. Bosacki 
Tues., Mar. 3 6:30am Manual DaSilva 

Richard Esposito—4th 
Anniversary 

 12:10pm Mark Heckler 
Phylis Resh 
Lester Resh 

Wed., Mar. 4 6:30am Leo & Paul Ward 
 12:10pm Robert Crosskin 
Thurs., Mar. 5 6:30am Frank Landi 
 12:10pm Fr. Vernon Kohlman—

Special Intentions 
Friday, Mar. 6 6:30am  
 12:10pm Rose Hill 

Eileen Holden & Family 
Sat., Mar. 7 8:00am  
 5:00pm Joan A. Curtis 

Jack Doherty 
James Webber 

Sun., Mar. 8 7:30am Richard Pogorzelski 
James Webber 

 9:00am Manual DaSilva 
 10:30am Dolores Gorga 

Maria Minervini 
 12:00 pm Antonio Gabriel 

Dan Sullivan 
Ann Marie Lagan 
Raymond Winslow 

 

Please pray for all those who serve in defense of our 
Country, both at home and abroad, especially:  
  

    The deployed airmen of the 914 Air Refueling Wing 
 SSGT Blake Reidinger  
 LT Patrick J. Leahey  
 LCDR Daniel M Leahey  
 LT Mark C. Leahey 
 LT Kian Federick Stewart  
 LT Keigan Delray Stewart     
   DC1 Alexander V. Fernandez 
 CPL Irvin Carithers  MJR Stefanie Sittmann 
  MJR Gary Windt SSGT Thomas Sittmann 
 LT Tyler Huhn MSGT T.J. Hopkins 
 SSGT Eric Wright  LT Mark Van Ordan 
 2LT Ryan Feeney LT Kelsey Bergh 
 PO2 Timothy Butchko LTR Andrew McGuinness 
 
 

 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 

Sunday, March 1 
Welcome Sunday, 9 – 11:30am, TC 

Jr. High Mass, 9am 
Youth Band Practice, 5pm, Church 

Monday, March 2 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10pm Mass 
Living Compassionately Faith Sharing Group, 7pm, TC 

Welcome Home:  Confession, 7 – 8:30pm, Church 
Tuesday, March 3 

Return Support Group, 11am, TC 
Bible Study, 7pm, Library 
Rosary Society, 7pm, TC 
Thursday, March 5 

Bible Study, 10:30am, TC 
Children’s Choir, 5:30pm, CR 

Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30pm, Church 
Friday, March 6 

Eucharistic Adoration 7am till Noon 
Stations of the Cross following the 12:10pm Mass 

Friday Night Fellowship, 6:30pm, sponsored by PREP 
Stations of the Cross, 7:30pm, Church 

Saturday, March 7 
Appalachia Breakfast at Appleby’s 

Confession, 3:45-4:30pm 
Sunday, March 8 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
Children’s Mass at 9am 

PREP K-4, 10:15-11:45am, School 
Youth Band Practice, 5pm Church 

 

At the Doors 
 

Appalachia Outreach Team will be at the doors of the 
church this weekend, selling tickets for their Appleby’s 

Pancake Breakfast 
 

Among Ourselves 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Tony Loughlin, Florence Luckey, Anna 
Russo, Jackie Donnelley, Judy Taylor, 
Mary Eileen & Douglas Prisinzano, 

Jacqueline Paw, Veronica Kelly, Baby Akeem 
Butchko, Mary Beth Jensen, Colleen Dillion & 
Family, Mary Maffeo, Marie E. Logan, Mallory 
Miller, Rose Marie Warrick, Sandra Buck, Margaret 
Ellis, John & Elizabeth Zisa, Daniella, Anne Benson, 
Bob Taylor, Kamasha Redhead, Miah Tully, Barbara 
Bock, Baby Emma Scannelli, Stephen Burke, Eileen 
Lagan, and Teresa Procopio. 

 

We offer our prayerful condolences to the family and 
friends of Frank Landi and John Mele who were 
called home to the Lord.  We pray that Frank & 
John rest peacefully with the Lord. 
 



Ministry Schedule for March 7 & 8 
 5:00 Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00pm 

Cantor Janet Winston  Nina Rangel Angela Huenerfauth Youth Band 
Lector Steve Welsh Louis Pavia Tom Battagliese Elaine Scott Youth Minister 
Altar Servers Lia Dyer  Breanna Barter Michael Szoke Michael Gopon 
     Jake Gringeri 
Extraordinary Phyllis Smith Nicea D’Annunzio Eileen Fogleman Viji Alex Kelly Burrows 
Ministers Daniel Smith Margaret Flory Bill Hoferer Maureen Kelly Andrew DeBlock 

 
Parish News 

 
In the event that PREP classes, Formation 
sessions, or meetings need to be cancelled due 
to inclement weather, a message will be posted 
on the Parish website 

(www.stvirgilparish.org) at least one hour prior to the 
start of session.  The full inclement weather policy is 
available at our website. 

 
Through you continued kindness, the collection for the 
weekend of February 22/23 was $9,369 (In pew = $7,367; 
Faith Direct $2,002).  The collection for Central and 
Easter Europe was $894.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

The 2019 Christmas Collection final count is $55,895. We 
are very grateful for ongoing support we receive from the 
St. Virgil’s parish family. 

 
CHURCH REGULATIONS REGARDING 

FAST & ABSTINENCE 
 

Abstinence from meat (beast & fowl) is to be observed 
by all Catholics 14 years and older on Ash Wednesday and 
on all Fridays of Lent.  The obligations prohibit the eating 
of meat, but not eggs, milk products, or condiments of any 
kind, even though made from animal fat. 
 

Fasting means limiting oneself to one full meal on a 
given fast day.  Catholics who are 18 years of age but not 
yet 59 are obliged to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday.  On fast days, two additional smaller meals are 
permitted if necessary, to maintain strength.  However, 
the two smaller meals together may not equal one full 
meal.  Moreover, eating solid foods between meals on fast 
days are not permitted. 

 
The Little Sisters of the Poor are committed to 
preserving the original charism of their Foundress Saint 
Jeanne Jugan, by giving happiness to the elderly and 
meeting their needs at their St. Joseph’s Home for the 
Elderly in Totowa.  They will be at our Parish the weekend 
of March 28 - 29, 2020, to ask for our assistance with their 
important work.  Please prayerfully consider your 
support. 

 

 

Liturgical Guidelines in Dealing with the 
Coronavirus 

 

Due to the worsening situation with the coronavirus, 
prudence dictates that, until further notice, these 
precautions be taken in our parishes: 
 

 The option of drinking the Precious Blood from the 
chalice is discontinued for the present time.  

 During the Exchange of peace, worshipers should 
simply bow with respect to each other and not shake 
hands.  

 Extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist should have 
available bottles of Purell or an equivalent hand 
sanitizer to use before and after the distribution of 
Communion. These bottles should be available in the 
sanctuary and/or sacristy for those who will distribute 
the Eucharist. This also applies to all liturgical ministers 
before and after Mass. 

 Parishioners should be encouraged not to attend Mass 
if they have the flu or similar symptoms.  

 

During Lent, we prepare ourselves through prayer and 
giving back to our parish. But, with busy lives and active 
families, it's easy to skip a weekly tithe when you are 
unable to attend Mass or are out of town. This Lent, I want 
to invite you to set up recurring eGiving though Faith 
Direct. Thanks to eGiving, your weekly offertory will be 
automatically taken care of, which saves you time and 
saves our parish money by eliminating all those unused 
offertory envelopes. Getting started is easy! Visit 
faith.direct/NJ732.Thank you for your continued support 
of our parish family. 
 

St. Virgil Rosary Society 
Tuesday, March 3, 7pm in the 

Tracy Center 
Game Night 

 

Come join us for an evening of 
run and conversation as we 

enjoy game night.  Whether cards, scrabble, --whatever 
game you choose—bring it along and friends are always 
welcome.  Service:  A $1 donation may be given to 
purchase Food Pantry items, in lieu of a canned good.  In 
case of inclement weather, please call the Parish Office at 
973-538-1418.  Information will be available after 4pm. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.stvirgilparish.org)


Saint Virgil Community Theatre Presents: 
 

The Iconic Musical GODSPELL 
for three public performances at:  Saint Virgil School Auditorium 

April 3, evening at 7:00pm, & April 4, matinee at 2:00 pm & April 4 evening 7:00 pm. 
Directed by:   Ray Gelpke,  

Music Director:  Will Brockman,  
Choreographed by:  Alicia Michelle Vega 

 

Let us help lift your spirits this Easter season, GODSPELL is a fast paced, uplifting, hilarious and ultimately heartwarming 
musical retelling of the parables of St. Matthew with a little contemporary twist.  With comedy, and an eclectic blend of 
music ranging in style (from folk, rock & gospel), a small group of people help Jesus Christ tell different parables by using a 
wide variety of games, storytelling techniques, and a hefty dose of comic timing, the show is an emotional rollercoaster, 
including not only the aforementioned lightheartedness, but following Jesus into the Last Supper and his Crucifixion. 
Jesus's messages of kindness, tolerance, and love come vibrantly to life.  Boasting a score with chart topping songs, a book 
conceived and originally directed by a visionary playwright (John-Michael Tebelak), and a feature film.  
 

GODSPELL is a sensation that continues to touch audiences.  GODSPELL, one of the longest-running Broadway musicals 
ever staged, was written by Stephen Schwartz, whose most recent musical is the critically acclaimed “Wicked.” GODSPELL 
is an ensemble cast featuring Jesus, John the Baptist (who also plays Judas) and seven disciples.  
 

Advance tickets are $10 for the general public, students, and seniors.  For reservations or further information, contact the 
Box Office at (973) 895-2725  
 

Faith Formation for our Youth 

 

Jr. High Prep Needs Your Help 
 

Donations are needed for the Interfaith Food Pantry. 
On March 8 and April 19 students in PREP Grades 5 – 8 will be putting together Dental/Hygiene Kits for the Interfaith 
Food Pantry.  Here’s what’s needed: Travel-sized or Small – Medium items such as 

Toothpaste Toothbrushes  Mouthwash  Floss 
Shampoo Conditioner  Body Wash/Soap Body Lotion  
Lunch Bags Large Ziploc Bags (Gallon Size) 

 

Faith Formation for Adults 
 

Women's Morning of Reflection 
 

Saturday, March 21 ~ 9 AM -- 12 noon  
in the Tracy Center 

 

A Mini- Retreat for Lent 
Who were the four Mary's at the foot of the Cross? 

 

"Coffee and" from 8:30 with presentation to begin at 9:00 AM. There will be time for sharing and personal reflection. The 
morning will be in a relaxed atmosphere of prayer and quiet meditation. How often in our busy lives do we take time to 
revitalize oneself? These few hours are the same number as Jesus last few hours of life on the cross. Come meet the Mary's. 
The Faithful Ones. Presenters will be Deacon Merle Sisler and Joanne Calafiore, our former pastoral associate. Please come 
join us! Free will donation!  Call the Parish Office to register or drop the form below in the collection basket. 
 
I plan to attend the Women’s Mini-Retreat for Lent 
 
Name_________________________________ Phone or Email____________________________________ 
 

PREP Contact Information 
 

PREP K – 4 Marie Tonini @  
 tonini.svprep@gmail.com  
 Teresa Rangel @  
 rangel.svprep@gmail.com 
Jr. High PREP  Valerie Tonini @  
 valerie.svprep@gmail.com  
Youth Ministry Penny Manser @  
 mansersvym@gmail.com 

Class Schedule for February & March 
        PREP K-4         Jr. High    PREP 
 3/8                 3/8  
 

  Children’s Mass          Jr. High Mass 
                3/8               3/3 

Youth Ministry 
1st & 2nd Yr. – Net Teen Retreat – 3/18 

Family Lenten Program:  3/27 
 

Youth Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3/8 
 

mailto:tonini.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:rangel.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:valerie.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:mansersvym@gmail.com


****SAVE THE DATE:  APRIL 17-19 or MAY 29-31**** 
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU STOPPED TO 

REST? 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 

give you rest.” ~Matthew 11:28-29. 
 

Please join women from our parish family for a quiet listening 
retreat at Loyola Jesuit Center in Morristown, NJ on April 17-
19 or May 29-31. A retreat is a time to come away from the busy 
world and reflect on your spiritual life. It will offer you a time to 
rest, pray and grow closer to God. The weekend includes 
preached talks on a theme, daily Mass, Reconciliation, a Healing 
Mass, optional private consultations with retreat leaders, 
praying the Rosary, outdoor stations of the cross and generous 
amounts of free time for personal prayer and reflection. It is 
truly a wonderful experience and the cost is a free will offering. 
All are welcome at Loyola regardless of financial status.  
 

For more information or to register, contact, Carole White-
Connor at carolewc44@verizon.net or 201-213-0038 or 
Kathy Butchko at kathrynbutchko@gmail.com or visit 
www.loyola.org to register on-line.   
 

Prayer Opportunities at Loyola 
 

Are you looking to make the most of your Lenten experience? 
You are invited to take part in "Lent at Loyola.  " The following 
programs are being offered at Loyola Jesuit Center in 
Morristown, NJ 
 FIRST FRIDAY MASS: March 6 and April 3 - 7:00 a.m. 

with continental breakfast to follow.  
 BIBLE STUDY (Every other Thursday) March 5 next 

session 
 DAY OF PRAYER March 20 
 HOLY WEEK DIRECTED RETREATS: April 5 -12 
For further information / to register visit the Loyola Jesuit 
Center @  

ST. VIRGIL MEN’S CORNERSTONE RETREAT 
ROUSING SUCCESS 

FEBRUARY 14-15, LOYOLA JESUIT CENTER 
 

On Friday and Saturday, February 14/15, the St. Virgil Men’s 
Cornerstone Ministry completed their eighth consecutive retreat 
at the Loyola Jesuit Center on James Street in Morristown.  
Approximately 20 men attended this year’s retreat, some new 
and some returning members of the ministry.  Our witness talks 
were truly inspirational, and the exchange of ideas and 
experiences impacted each and every one of us.  Some of the 
men’s comments from the retreat include: 
 “I was touched and moved by the sharing of faith, 

something I feel is not done enough in today’s society.” 
 “The Cornerstone experience was uplifting, and a jump 

start to my spiritual journey.” 
 “As a first timer, it was very inspirational and instructional 

to see how other men have faced the highs and lows of life 
by turning to God…” 

Preparations are already underway to begin the planning of 
Cornerstone IX in 2021, please come join us next year for some 
good fun, inspiration and spiritual growth.  

Ministries and Outreaches 
 

Lenten Outreach - Clothe the Naked 
Rosary Society Clothing Collection for the Market Street Mission 

March 14 - 29 
 

As a Lenten Corporal Work of Mercy, the Rosary Society is again sponsoring a collection of new clothing for the Market 
Street Mission in Morristown. Among the items delivered last year were 137 boxer shorts, 223 T-shirts, 195 pair of socks,16 
lounge pants, 20 pajama sets and 15 sleep pants. Several men associated with the Life Change Program unloaded the car. 
They were so thankful for receiving our donation. 
 

Clothing (new only) requested by the Mission (please give only the items and sizes requested): 
 

~  Boxer shorts (sizes S – 4XL) ~  T-shirts (M, L, 2XL – 4 XL) ~  Dress socks 
~  Pajamas (Sizes S – L ~  Sweatpants (sizes S – XL)  

 

Please leave your donation in the carton near the altar. Your generosity to these men who are dedicated to turning their lives 
around will be most appreciated. In the thank you note received for last year's donations, a Mission representative 
wrote: "For the men in the program it means so much. It helps them to feel cared for and loved as they are working on 
their recovery and new life." 
 

Appalachia 2020 will be sponsoring a breakfast at 
Applebee's on Route 46 in Parsippany on March 7 from 8-
10am.  They will be at the doors of the church selling 
tickets this weekend.  Please contact a team member or 
Penny Manser (mnsersvym@gmail.com) if you are in 
need of tickets. our FlapJack Fundraiser promises to be a 
"Funraiser" 

 

Please join Morris County Right to Life and friends 
as we join in with others across the country praying and 
fasting with 40 Days for Life.  We will be praying in front 
of the Planned Parenthood at 196 Speedwell Avenue, 
Morristown from 7am to 7pm daily between February 
26th through April 5th.  Please contact Francis Spilman 
for information: local@40daysforlife.com 

 

mailto:carolewc44@verizon.net
mailto:kathrynbutchko@gmail.com
http://www.loyola.org
mailto:(mnsersvym@gmail.com)
mailto:local@40daysforlife.com


Around the Diocese 
 

The Compassionate Friends, a self-help group for bereaved 
parents, siblings, and grandparents will be meeting on 
Thursday, March 12, at St. Christopher's Church in Parsippany, 
at 7:30PM in room 101. This month’s program: "The Things 
People Say" (Pictures are always welcome) For more 
information please call Lily Capriglione at:  973-568-4 164. 
 

Learn more about one of the fastest growing Catholic schools in 
the state! Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Boonton will be hosting 
an After Hours Open House on March 9th from 6 until 8. This is 
a drop-in event: Come any time to meet our faculty and staff, 
tour the building, and discover the OLMC difference! Visit 
www.olmc.academy for more information. 

Bradley & Sons Funeral Homes invites you to join them for a free luncheon event, “Twilight Done Right” and learn about important elder 
law topics, senior living options, hospice care, and advance memorial planning on Wednesday, April 1 from 11:30am to 1:00pm at the law 
offices of Porzio, Bromberg & Newman P.C. located 100 Southgate Parkway in Morristown. All guests will receive complimentary resource 
materials. Come out and meet our panel of local experts! Please RSVP by March 31 by calling (844) 733-6532 or register online 
www.TwilightDoneRight.com 
 

Weekly Reflections 
 

EVANGELIZATION CORNER 
 

BAPTISM – the First Sacrament of Initiation.  
 

Baptism begins to lay the foundation for the entire 
Christian life. It is the gateway to the life in the Spirit 
and the door which gives access to the life of grace. 
 

Through the sacrament of Baptism, by God’s grace we 
are united with Jesus into His Death and Resurrection, we are 
reborn into a new, never-ending life and we become members of 
his Church. St. Paul wrote, “Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 
6:3–4). 
 

We enter into the “Mystery”, that is God and in the divine nature 
that has been given to mankind through the grace of Christ. We 
receive the Holy Spirit and Divine Grace dwells in us from then 
on. Through this sacrament we die to our old self and rise to a 
new life in Christ 
The Sacrament of Baptism brings for each of us: 
 forgiveness from sin. 
 from original sin for infants 
 from original sin and any personal sins, we have committed 

as adults 
We die and are buried with Christ. This means that we die 
to our old life of sin and receive deliverance. 

 rebirth to a new life. We are raised from the dead just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father; a newness which is God’s love that gives our actions 
a special worth in God’s sight and offers a pledge of eternal 
life and graces to help us overcome temptation and to 
imitate Christ in thought, word, and in action; 

 union with God. It joins us to the love of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.  Through baptism we are given the virtues 
of faith, and love, by which our union with God is nourished 
and strengthened; and  

 membership in the church, the Body of Christ on earth.  
 

The Lord Jesus Himself made Baptism necessary for salvation 
(John 3:5), and from the beginning the Church has faithfully 
followed Our Lord’s Great Commission to teach His Gospel to 
all nations and baptize all who believe (Matthew 28:16-20).  
 

Baptism is more than a mere symbol of being united with Christ  
̶  it is a sign and seal of God’s promise to claim us as his own, to 

unite us to his Son, to wash away our sins, and to give 
us the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is the beginning of a 
process that ends with Salvation which is completed 
in heaven. 
We will continue the discussion of Baptism in next 
week’s column. Until then, 
May the Lord’s peace be with you always! 

Evangelization Ministry 
 

First Sunday of Lent 
Old Testament: Genesis: 2:7-9,3:1-7 
New Testament: Matthew 4:1-11 
 

In both the Old and New Testament readings we learn of the 
existence of Satan and temptation. In Genesis, the devil tempted 
Eve not to trust God by eating the forbidden fruit, which she 
believed would have given her power and wisdom, a Sin, i.e., not 
trusting God. In Matthew’s New Testament reading, Christ was 
tempted by the Devil to turn stones into bread, challenging 
Christ not to trust His Father in heaven to provide for Him. 
Then, again, the Devil tempted Christ to trust in the power of the 
Devil by throwing Himself down to worship Satan. Christ told 
devil: “The Lord, your God, shall you worship, and Him alone 
shall you serve.” Hence, like the Old Testament, the New 
Testament teaches us the importance of having trust in God - so 
important that Christ allowed Himself to be tempted, again 
showing us how He lived and how we should live. He also was 
confirming to us that evil and Satan are real. Our current world 
likes to deny evil when, in fact, it seems to be overrun by evil 
doings.  
 

Christ saw evil for what it is. He tries to give us the help we 
need to overcome evil in our lives and in our world.  Today’s 
readings, written 2000 year apart, each show us that sin is 
based on our not trusting in God. Trust is believing that God 
will be there for us.   
 

The Responsorial Psalm for this Mass is “Be merciful, O Lord, 
for we have sinned... “[i]n the greatness of your compassion 
wipe out my offense... [t]thoroughly wash me from my guilt 
and of my sin cleanse me.” 
 

Lord, help us see evil in ourselves and in our world, and to live 
and love in order to turn away from it. 

 
 
 

http://www.olmc.academy
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