
Welcome to St. Virgil’s Parish 
  

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sat., Mar. 7 5:00pm Joan A. Curtis 
Jack Doherty 
James Webber 

Sun., Mar. 8 7:30am Richard Pogorzelski 
James Webber 

 9:00am Manual DaSilva 
 10:30am Dolores Gorga 

Maria Minervini 
 12:00pm Antonio Gabriel 

Dan Sullivan 
Ann Marie Lagan 
Raymond Winslow 

Mon., Mar. 9 6:30am Valerie & Charles Quinn 
 12:10pm Janet Dittrich 
Tues., Mar. 10 6:30am Kathy Soule 
 12:10pm Pamela Costens Bauman 
Wed., Mar. 11 6:30am Richard Esposito 
 12:10pm Lester Resh 

Phylis Resh 
Rose Prisco 
Nancy Swiech 

Thurs., Mar. 12 6:30am Frank Landi 
 12:10pm Salvatore Occhipinti 
Friday, Mar. 13 6:30am Pete & Rose Onorati 
 12:10pm Frank Slojkowski 

Eileen Holden & family 
Sat., Mar. 14 8:00am Janet Dittrich 
 5:00pm Francis Caroselli 

Scott Emerson 
Francis D’Annunzio 

Sun., Mar. 15 7:30am Barbara Bracale 
Jean Scarola 
Anthony Rizzo 

 9:00am Rosa Sasso 
George Berg 

 10:30am James Webber 
 12:00 pm Mark Heckler 

 

Please pray for all those who serve in defense of our 
Country, both at home and abroad, especially:  
  
 The deployed airmen of the 914 Air Refueling Wing 

SSGT Blake Reidinger  
 LT Patrick J. Leahey  
 LCDR Daniel M Leahey  
 LT Mark C. Leahey 
 LT Kian Federick Stewart  
 LT Keigan Delray Stewart     
 DC1 Alexander V. Fernandez 
 CPL Irvin Carithers   
 MJR Gary Windt  
 MJR Stefanie Sittmann  
 SSGT Thomas Sittmann  
 LTR Andrew McGuinness 
 LT Tyler Huhn 
 MSGT T.J. Hopkins 
 SSGT Eric Wright   
 2LT Ryan Feeney LT Kelsey Bergh 
 LT Mark Van Ordan PO2 Timothy Butchko 

 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 

Sunday, March 8 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Children’s Mass at 9am 
PREP K-4, 10:15-11:45am, School 
Youth Band Practice, 5pm Church 

Monday, March 9 
Miraculous Medal Novena following the 12:10pm Mass 

Living Compassionately, 7pm, TC 
Welcome Home to Healing, 7 – 8:30pm, Church 

Tuesday, March 10 
Return Support Group, 11am, TC 

Bible Study, 7pm, Library 
Knights of Columbus Meeting, 8pm, TC 

Thursday, March 12 
Bible Study, 10:30am, TC 

Children’s Choir, 5:30pm, CR 
Divine Mercy Novena, 6:30pm, Church 

Saturday, March 14 
Confession, 3:45-4:30pm 

Sunday, March 15 
Youth Band Practice, 5pm, Church 

 

Among Ourselves 
 

The Sanctuary Candle honors the memory of  
Pamela Costens Bauman 
from Joe & Florence Costens 

 

Please remember in your prayers:  
Bill Warrick, Tony Loughlin, 
Florence Luckey, Anna Russo, 

Jackie Donnelley, Judy Taylor, Mary Eileen & 
Douglas Prisinzano, Jacqueline Paw, Veronica 
Kelly, Baby Akeem Butchko, Mary Beth Jensen, 
Colleen Dillion & Family, Mary Maffeo, Marie E. 
Logan, Mallory Miller, Rose Marie Warrick, 
Sandra Buck, Margaret Ellis, John & Elizabeth 
Zisa, Daniella, Anne Benson, Bob Taylor, 
Kamasha Redhead, Miah Tully, Barbara Bock, 
Baby Emma Scannelli, Stephen Burke, Eileen 
Lagan, and Teresa Procopio. 
 
Through you continued kindness, the collection for the 
weekend of February 29/March 1 was $10,496. In pew = 
$8,494; Faith Direct $2,002). Thank you for your 
generosity. 

 
In the event that PREP classes, Formation 
sessions, or meetings need to be cancelled due 
to inclement weather, a message will be posted 
on the Parish website 

(www.stvirgilparish.org) at least one hour prior to the 
start of session.  The full inclement weather policy is 
available at our website. 
 

http://www.stvirgilparish.org)


Ministry Schedule for March 14 and 15 
 5:00 Vigil 7:30am 9:00am 10:30am 12:00pm 

Cantor Nancy Fenimore  Nina Rangel Janet Winston Nina Rangel 
Lector Bob Clifford Dave & Michelle Schulz Judy Spinola Jen Qvotrup Aruni Gooneratne 
Altar Servers  Anthony Tonini Seleyna Bautista Ally McLoughlin  
   Evan Bautista Bobby McLoughlin  
   Tyler Bautista Michael Szoke  
Extraordinary Marianne Altrui Shirley Fleury Barbara Fisher Penny Manser Louise Spirig 
Ministers Jane Flynn Beverly Morgan Chris Letta Frank Miller Ron Spirig 
  Joan Sambrowski    

 

Parish News 
 

The Little Sisters of the Poor are committed to 
preserving the original charism of their Foundress Saint 
Jeanne Jugan, by giving happiness to the elderly and 
meeting their needs at their St. Joseph’s Home for the 
Elderly in Totowa.  They will be at our Parish the weekend 
of March 28 - 29, 2020, to ask for our assistance with their 
important work.  Please prayerfully consider your 
support. 

 
CHURCH REGULATIONS REGARDING 

FAST & ABSTINENCE 
 

Abstinence from meat (beast & fowl) is to be observed 
by all Catholics 14 years and older on Ash Wednesday and 
on all Fridays of Lent.  The obligations prohibit the eating 
of meat, but not eggs, milk products, or condiments of any 
kind, even though made from animal fat. 
 

Fasting means limiting oneself to one full meal on a 
given fast day.  Catholics who are 18 years of age but not 
yet 59 are obliged to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday.  On fast days, two additional smaller meals are 
permitted if necessary, to maintain strength.  However, 
the two smaller meals together may not equal one full 
meal.  Moreover, eating solid foods between meals on fast 
days are not permitted. 

 
Saint Virgil Community Theatre 

Presents:   
 

The Iconic Musical GODSPELL 
for three public performances at:   
Saint Virgil School Auditorium 

April 3, evening at 7pm 
April 4, matinee at 2 pm & April 4 evening 7 pm. 

Directed by:   Ray Gelpke 
Music Director:  Will Brockman 

Choreographed by:  Alicia Michelle Vega 
 

GODSPELL is a sensation that continues to touch 
audiences.  GODSPELL, one of the longest-running 
Broadway musicals ever staged, was written by Stephen 
Schwartz, whose most recent musical is the critically 
acclaimed “Wicked.” GODSPELL is an ensemble cast 
featuring Jesus, John the Baptist (who also plays Judas) 
and seven disciples.  
 

Advance tickets are $10 for the general public, students, 
and seniors.  For reservations or further information, 
contact the Box Office at (973) 895-2725  

 
 

Liturgical Guidelines in Dealing with the 
Coronavirus from the Diocese 

 

As you know the entire coronavirus situation is a moving 
target. Information, insights, and concerns are being 
raised every day. We have to be as pro-active as possible 
and make sure we are doing every possible reasonable 
thing to help our people. We have also benefitted from 
your observations about the last version of the guidelines. 
 

This replaces prior liturgical guidelines to follow in 
dealing with concerns about the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
These guidelines help us follow some commonsense ways 
to minimize exposure to the virus. They are effective 
immediately. 
 The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that the 

Sunday Eucharist is required of all the faithful "unless 
excused for a serious reason, for example, illness" 
(CCC, 2181). Thus, persons who are sick or show 
symptoms of sickness are not obliged to attend Mass 
and in fact are excused from participation. Out of 
charity towards others, those who are ill or who feel 
unwell should not attend Mass to limit contagion to 
others. 

 Until further notice, holy water fonts should be 
emptied. The baptismal font should be filled at the 
time of the celebration of baptism or the Easter Vigil 
and emptied following the celebration. 

 All priests, deacons, and other liturgical ministers 
must wash their hands before Mass begins. They 
should use an alcohol-based anti-bacterial solution 
before and after distributing the Eucharist. These 
solutions should be available in both the sanctuary 
and the sacristy. 

 Refrain from holding hands during the Lord's Prayer. 
 The Sign of Peace is best exchanged through a bow 

rather than through a handshake. 
 Drinking the Precious Blood from the chalice is 

discontinued for the present time. 
 Given the frequency of direct contact with saliva in 

the distribution of the Eucharist, every consideration 
should be given by each person to receive the 
Eucharist reverently by hand for the time being. 
Ordained ministers should distribute as the faithful 
wish to receive the Eucharist. If an extraordinary 
minister is uncomfortable distributing on the tongue, 
they should ask the communicant to go to the priest 
or deacon. 

 All liturgical vessels, once purified, should be 
thoroughly washed with soap and hot water after each 
use. 



Faith Formation for our Youth 

 

Jr. High Prep Needs Your Help 
 

Donations are needed for the Interfaith Food Pantry. 
On March 8 and April 19 students in PREP Grades 5 – 8 will be putting together Dental/Hygiene Kits for the Interfaith 
Food Pantry.  Here’s what’s needed: Travel-sized or Small – Medium items such as 

Toothpaste Toothbrushes  Mouthwash  Floss 
Shampoo Conditioner  Body Wash/Soap Body Lotion  
Lunch Bags Large Ziploc Bags (Gallon Size) 

 

Faith Formation for Adults 
 

Women's Morning of Reflection 
 

Saturday, March 21 ~ 9 AM -- 12 noon  
in the Tracy Center 

 

A Mini- Retreat for Lent 
Who were the four Mary's at the foot of the 

Cross? 
 

"Coffee and" from 8:30 with presentation to begin at 9:00 
AM. There will be time for sharing and personal 
reflection. The morning will be in a relaxed atmosphere of 
prayer and quiet meditation. How often in our busy lives 
do we take time to revitalize oneself? These few hours are 
the same number as Jesus last few hours of life on the 
cross. Come meet the Mary's. The Faithful Ones. 
Presenters will be Deacon Merle Sisler and Joanne 
Calafiore, our former pastoral associate. Please come join 
us! Free will donation!  Call the Parish Office to register 
or drop the form below in the collection basket. 
 

I plan to attend the Women’s Mini-Retreat for Lent 
 

Name___________________________________  
 
Phone or Email____________________________ 
 
SAVE THE DATE:   

APRIL 17-19 or MAY 29-31 
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU  

STOPPED TO REST? 
 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest.” ~Matthew 11:28-29. 

 

Please join women from our parish family for a quiet 
listening retreat at Loyola Jesuit Center in Morristown, 
NJ on April 17-19 or May 29-31. A retreat is a time to 

come away from the busy world and reflect on your 
spiritual life. It will offer you a time to rest, pray and grow 
closer to God. The weekend includes preached talks on a 
theme, daily Mass, Reconciliation, a Healing Mass, 
optional private consultations with retreat leaders, 
praying the Rosary, outdoor stations of the cross and 
generous amounts of free time for personal prayer and 
reflection. It is truly a wonderful experience and the cost 
is a free will offering. All are welcome at Loyola regardless 
of financial status.  
 

For more information or to register, contact, Carole 
White-Connor at carolewc44@verizon.net or 201-213-
0038 or Kathy Butchko at 
kathrynbutchko@gmail.com or visit www.loyola.org to 
register on-line.   
 

Prayer Opportunities at Loyola 
 

Are you looking to make the most of your Lenten 
experience? You are invited to take part in "Lent at 
Loyola.  " The following programs are being offered at 
Loyola Jesuit Center in Morristown, NJ. 
 

 FIRST FRIDAY MASS: April 3 - 7:00 a.m. with 
continental breakfast to follow.  

 BIBLE STUDY (Every other Thursday) March 12 
next session 

 DAY OF PRAYER March 20 
 HOLY WEEK DIRECTED RETREATS: April 5 -

12 
 

For further information / to register visit the Loyola 
Jesuit Center @  

 
 
 

PREP Contact Information 
 

PREP K – 4 Marie Tonini @  
 tonini.svprep@gmail.com  
 Teresa Rangel @  
 rangel.svprep@gmail.com 
Jr. High PREP  Valerie Tonini @  
 valerie.svprep@gmail.com  
Youth Ministry Penny Manser @  
 mansersvym@gmail.com 

Class Schedule for March 
        PREP K-4         Jr. High    PREP 
 3/8 & 22                3/8 & 4/19  
 

  Children’s Mass          Jr. High Mass 
                3/8    

Youth Ministry 
1st & 2nd Yr. – Net Teen Retreat – 3/18 

Family Lenten Program:  3/27 
 

Youth Mass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3/8 
 

mailto:carolewc44@verizon.net
mailto:kathrynbutchko@gmail.com
http://www.loyola.org
mailto:tonini.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:rangel.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:valerie.svprep@gmail.com
mailto:mansersvym@gmail.com


Return Group 2020 
 

We are a small, self-help, group of people who want to do everything we can to bring our children and other family members 
back to salvation in the Church Jesus founded. 
 

We support each other to stay positive while looking for little ways we might plant seeds of faith in our loved ones when the 
Holy Spirit prompts us. We pray constantly and research answers to objections that we hear so we can encourage them. 
 

Most of us are praying for some family member to come back, but is that really all we can do? Can’t we be more proactive?   
In his book, ‘Return’ Brandon Vogt suggests we constantly be open to the Holy Spirit’s prompting for any small action we 
can do that might plant the seed of renewed faith.  
 

Maybe you have a crucifix on the wall, a picture, or a prayer, if you move it to another location, or put up a different one, 
could it cause them to ask a question? Perhaps open a chance to talk a bit? Perhaps leaving some of the books, CDs, or 
pamphlets, from the Church, around where they might see them might plant a seed. 
 

In one of his sermons Fr. Babu urged us to increase our own understanding of Jesus by reading a new book, taking an online 
course, or joining one of our Church devotions or Bible studies. These things could become seeds, and also prepare us to 
answer a question if it comes up. 
 

 Come join us at St Virgil’s Church, on Tuesday mornings at 11 AM in the Tracey Center, for additional support. We can 
‘storm the Heavens’ together. 
 

Ministries and Outreaches 
 

Irish Soda Bread will be on sale March 15 after all the masses. The loaves are $10 each and all funds raised will 
be going to the Appalachia Outreach 2020 trip. 

 

Lenten Outreach - Clothe the Naked 
Rosary Society Clothing Collection for the Market Street Mission 

March 14 - 29 
 

As a Lenten Corporal Work of Mercy, the Rosary Society is again sponsoring a collection of new clothing for the Market 
Street Mission in Morristown. Among the items delivered last year were 137 boxer shorts, 223 T-shirts, 195 pair of socks,16 
lounge pants, 20 pajama sets and 15 sleep pants. Several men associated with the Life Change Program unloaded the car. 
They were so thankful for receiving our donation. 
 

Clothing (new only) requested by the Mission (please give only the items and sizes requested): 
 

~  Boxer shorts (sizes S – 4XL) ~  T-shirts (M, L, 2XL – 4 XL) ~  Dress socks 
~  Pajamas (Sizes S – L ~  Sweatpants (sizes S – XL)  

 

Please leave your donation in the carton near the altar. Your generosity to these men who are dedicated to turning their lives 
around will be most appreciated. In the thank you note received for last year's donations, a Mission representative 
wrote: "For the men in the program it means so much. It helps them to feel cared for and loved as they are working on 
their recovery and new life." 
 

Around the Diocese and Around Town 
 

Villa Walsh Academy presents  
“The Wizard of Oz" 

 

You won't want to miss the upcoming Spring Musical 
Production of “The Wizard of Oz” at Villa Walsh Academy 
455 Western Avenue Morristown. Tickets are available for 
Friday, March 2o, at 10am (for Group Reservations), 
Saturday, March 21, at 7pm. and Sunday, March 22, at 3pm. 
and may be purchased online now at www.villawalsh.org or 
at the door on the day of the event. For more information, 
call 973-538-3680. Don’t miss this family friendly 
production with beautiful costumes and sets and great 
performances from our talented cast and crew! 
 

The Compassionate Friends, a self-help group for bereaved 
parents, siblings, and grandparents will be meeting on 
Thursday, March 12, at St. Christopher's Church in 
Parsippany, at 7:30PM in room 101. This month’s program: 
"The Things People Say" (Pictures are always welcome) For 
more information please call Lily Capriglione at:  973-568-4 
164. 

On April 1, at 6pm, join Employment Horizons and Chef 
Lindsay Spinnato, Pastry Chef for Ninety Acres at Natirar, 
for our tasting event, A Taste of Spring, at the Birchwood 
Manor in Whippany. This popular event will feature tastings 
from area chefs/restaurants and craft beer/wine/spirit 
vendors including: Ah’ Pizz, The Bagelry ,Cedar Beans, 
Claremont Distilled Spirits, Cosy Cupboard, Czigmeister 
Brewery, Gourmet Café, Home Made, Ninety Acres, Nothing 
Bundt Cakes, The Office Tavern Grills, Rod’s Steak & Seafood 
Grille & GK’s Red Dog Tavern, Woody’s Bourbon, and many 
more! Music and DJ services will be provided by 
Entertainment Sponsor WMTR Radio. 
 

The ticket price of $80 also includes cocktail hour with open 
bar. Seating is limited so reserve your ticket early! Visit 
www.ehorizons.org or call Danielle Baird at 973-538-8822 
ext. 255 for tickets. Event proceeds benefit the Culinary Arts 
Training Program at Employment Horizons where we assist 
individuals with special needs with fine tuning their culinary 
skills. Your participation in this event makes all the 
difference! 
 

http://www.villawalsh.org
http://www.ehorizons.org


MEMORY CAFE”, a free program, will be presented by 
Arden Courts at the Saint Francis Residential 
Community, 122 Diamond Spring Road, Denville, on the 
3rd Wednesday of each month. The next presentation is by 
Andrea Cohn Morris and it is scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 18, from 5:30 to 7pm in the Red Room.  Highlights 
of the program are: reduce isolation often felt by people 
with dementia, their caregivers, and families. Attend for 
coffee and conversation.  RSVP andrea.cohn@hcr-
manorcare.com or call 973-581-1800. 
 

Bradley & Sons Funeral Homes invites you to join them 
for a free luncheon event, “Twilight Done Right” and learn 
about important elder law topics, senior living options, 
hospice care, and advance memorial planning on 
Wednesday, April 1 from 11:30am to 1:00pm at the law 
offices of Porzio, Bromberg & Newman P.C. located 100 
Southgate Parkway in Morristown. All guests will receive 
complimentary resource materials. Come out and meet our 
panel of local experts! Please RSVP by March 31 by calling 
(844) 733-6532 or register online 
www.TwilightDoneRight.com 
 

Weekly Reflections 
 

EVANGELIZATION CORNER 
 

The first mention of baptism in the New Testament 
is made in reference to John the Baptist. John 
invited people to be “Baptized” in the Jordan River 
as a sign of repentance and a desire to be free of sin; 
to live a life worthy of God. But, John’s baptism of 
Jesus is not merely a symbol of repentance.  As we all have 
read or heard through the Gospels, Jesus was baptized by 
John in order to show his oneness with us. The baptism of 
Jesus is a powerful action of Jesus that brings God’s life 
to us. Jesus Himself made Baptism necessary for 
salvation as He explained, “No one can enter the kingdom 
of God without being born of water and the spirit. What 
is born of flesh is flesh and what is born of Spirit is spirit 
(John 3: 5 – 6).  
 

From the beginning the Church has faithfully followed 
Our Lord’s Great Commission to make disciples of all 
nations, teaching them to observe what He has 
commanded and baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:16-20).  
 

During the early years of the Church, it was mostly adults 
who were baptized and typically soon after hearing the 
Good News of Christ and professing their faith in Jesus 
(Acts 2; 8; 10; 16). But, as the Gospel began to be accepted 
by an ever-increasing number of people, entire tribes 
were received into the Church with their leaders. The 
practice of children and infant baptism also became 
common as many families were baptized together (Acts 
10; 11: 14 – 15; 16: 15 – 33).  As infant baptism became 
the norm, adults who wished to have their child baptized 
were usually instructed by a priest and baptized privately.  
 

The Church’s early tradition of infant baptism 
acknowledges that, in Baptism we are given grace from 
God which can lead us to salvation and that this grace is 
given to us absolutely free and unmerited. 
 

At first, baptism was conferred by immersing the person 
in water as was done by John. However, today in the 
Catholic Church while baptism can still be done by 
immersion, this tradition has typically been replaced by 
the pouring of water over the head of the candidate. A 
bishop, priest or deacon is the usual minister of baptism. 
However, in a case of necessity, anyone can baptize by 
intending to do what the Church does and by pouring 
water over the person’s head while saying, “I baptize you 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.”  
 

The water and the prayers are the signs essential 
for a valid baptism, but in the full ceremony of 
baptism other signs are used which we will 
discuss in next weeks’ column. 
 

May the Lord’s peace be with you always! 
 

Evangelization Ministry 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
Old Testament: Genesis 12:1-4a 
New Testament: Matthew 17:1-9 
Psalm: 33:4-5,18-19,20,22 
 

“All the communities of the earth shall find blessings in 
you.” What a bold and challenging statement to Abraham, 
the founder of the Jewish faith. Establishing a place was 
of supreme importance to the whole community of 
Israelites. God had promised this to Abraham. 
 

His people were in Egypt being enslaved by the Egyptians; 
they wanted to go home but saw no way out. (Whether big 
or small, we all put great value on getting home.) God’s 
words to Abraham reminded them of the covenant made 
to them, communicated through Moses. The Israelites 
respond in their Psalm 33: “Lord, let your mercy be on us, 
as we place our trust in you.” We call the Bible the “Good 
News”. This was the good news; this is what the Israelites 
have been waiting for. “I will bless those who bless you 
and curse those who curse you.” These are words of great 
comfort, words of the covenant, which we refer to each 
day at Mass. Words to take us home. Words that promised 
the Israelites both descendants and land. (Home and 
family, the heart of our lives.) 
 

In Matthew’s Gospel we see Moses returning to the scene. 
Moses, Elijah and Jesus appear transcended before the 
Apostles, Peter, James and John.” This is my beloved Son 
with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” These were 
powerful words for them, and for us today. “Listen to 
Him.” Each day we hear His words. Each day we can read 
them on our own. Each day we can apply these words to 
our own lives today. Each day we can remind ourselves of 
our own covenant with God. These Apostles spent their 
lives testifying to Christ’s life. Here we see how Christ gave 
them evidence of His divinity, of His love for us. Here we 
see Our Father in heaven give confirmation of that 
divinity, of that commitment to His Son and to us today. 
 

Lord, give us what we need to believe in You. 
 

http://www.TwilightDoneRight.com

