
 
 
 

Sat., Jan 23 5pm John Chelsky 
Ann Marie Lagan 
Jack C. Stuart—1st Anniversary 

Sun., Jan. 24 8am Elsa D. Bernardo 
 10:30am Antonio & Angela Gabriel 

Ted Kosakowsky 
Joseph Loia 

 12:15pm Tim O’Donnell 
Mon., Jan. 25 9am Steven Gentile 
Tues., Jan. 26 9am Carol Grant 
Wed., Jan. 27 9am Ron Maute, Jr. 

Mary Ellen Deiser 
Evangeline Go—Special Intentions 

Thurs., Jan. 28 9am John Turnell 
Fri., Jan. 29 9am Domenico Cosenza 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

January 24, 2021 
 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  St. Virgil’s Parish 

 

 

Readings for the Week 
 

Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20 
Monday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Mk 16:15-
18 
Tuesday: 2 Tim 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18; Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday: Heb 10:19-25; Mk 4:21-25 
Friday: Heb 10:32-39; Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Mk 4:35-41 
 

Please pray for all those who serve in defense of our 
Country, both at home and abroad, especially: 
 

The deployed airmen of the 914 Air Refueling Wing 
SSGT Blake Reidinger LT Kelsey Bergh 
PO1 Timothy Butchko   MJR Gary Windt 
LT Patrick Leahey 2LT Ryan Feeney 
MJR Stephanie Sittmann  SSGT Thomas Sittman 
LTR Andrew McGuinness  SSGT Eric Wright 
LCDR Daniel M. Leahey  LT Mark Van Ordan  
LT Mark C. Leahey MSGT T.J. Hopkins 
LT Kian Federick Stewart LT Tyler Huhn 
DC1 Alexander V. Fernandez CPL Irvin Carithers 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 
 
Bob Dubee, Ed Schrak, Kristie Farias, Mary Sullivan, Marie 
Loughlin, Steve Hogan, Lucie Cehelsky,  Doris Biache, 
Barbara Trzaska, Lydia Sesso Robert Taylor, Mike Manley, 
Debbie Dallemolle, Harriet Lipari, Deacon Alan Lucibello, 
Bill Warrick, Tony Loughlin, Florence & John Luckey, 
Rosemary  Paulison, Jackie Donnelley, Judy Taylor, Mary  
Eileen  &  Douglas Prisinzano, Colleen Dillion & Family, 
Mary Maffeo, Marie E. Logan, Rose Marie Warrick, Sandra 
Buck, Margaret Ellis, John & Elizabeth Zisa, Anne Benson, 
Bob Taylor, Kamasha Redhead, Miah Tully, Barbara Bock, 
Baby Emma Scannelli, Stephen Burke, Eileen Lagan, and 
Teresa Procopio. 

                         Through your very generous donations,  
                      the collection for January 16/17 was $4,124 
                      (in pew and office) and $2,741 from Faith 
                      Direct, bringing the total to $6,865. 
 

We are happy to report that our 2020 Christmas 
collection was $65,029.  We are very grateful for your 
generosity! 
 

Starting with this new year, please consider using Faith 
Direct, an online giving service where you can donate the 
amount you currently give each Sunday through an 
online medium (Our parish number is NJ732)  
 

You can also use Faith Direct for a one-time gift.  You 
can use your cell phone and “text to give” at 973-221-
9551 and follow the instructions for a one-time gift or 
Ctrl+Click this link below to make a one-time gift. 

We offer our prayerful condolences to the family 
and friends of Joseph Ward and Phyllis Lombardi 
who were called home to the Lord this week.  We 
pray that Joe & Phyllis rest peacefully with the Lord. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Parish Office News 
 

The Church is open for private prayer and reflection Monday 
through Friday from 9:30am – 11:30am.  You can access the 
church from the Parking Lot doors and are restricted to the area 
near the Blessed Mother’s statue. 
 

Confessions will be heard on Saturdays from 3:45-4:30pm in 
Church in the newly created Confessional space behind the 
Altar.  You also can make an appointment by calling the parish 
office. 
 

The Parish Office is open for visitors Monday thru Friday from 
11am to 1pm.  You can reach the office by phone Monday thru 
Friday 9am – 4pm or anytime by email 
svparishoffice@gmail.com. You must wear a mask to enter. 

 

2020 Parish Census Update 
 

Early last fall we sent a letter to every St. Virgil’s Parish family 
to help us update your contact information.  If you have not 
already done so, kindly respond to the census with updated 
contact information.  You can return the form we sent you or 
you can respond by email or you can go to our website to 
update your information.  Thanks for your help on this! 

 

Revised Mass Schedule for 2021 
 

Saturday Virgil at 5pm ~ Sunday at 8am, 10:30am and 
12:15pm 

 

Once we have seen what attendance numbers are, we will 
determine whether you need to register in advance. But 
currently, we request that you please register. 
 

We will continue to have weekday (Monday thru Friday) Mass 
at 9am. 

 Bingo is Open 
 at St. Christopher’s 
 

                                 Come play with one of the best 
                                    groups in town.  Great food, great 
prizes ($1,000 worth of prizes with two 50/50’s). You are 
sure to want to return and play again and again!  
 

Wednesdays at 11:30am 
St. Christopher’s All-Purpose Room 

 

Temperatures will be taken upon entering, social 
distancing is enforced, and masks are to be worn at all 
times except while eating.  Food and beverages will be 
available for purchase.  No one under 18 years of age will 
be allowed in.  For further information please contact 
Joan at 973-887-3508. 

 

 St. Patrick’s School 
 Chatham, New Jersey 
 Virtual Open House Events 
 

Mark your calendars not to 
join St. Patrick School for  
National Catholic Schools Week, 

January 31 – February 6! Virtually visit the school for 
several Virtual Open House events, beginning on Sunday, 
January 31 with a Virtual Open House event from 11am.  
Following, they will host another Virtual Open House on 
Tuesday, February 2 at 12:30pm and Thursday, February 4 
at 7pm.  More details can be found at 222.st-pats-
school.org/csw or call 73-635-423, ext 3. 

 

Tuition Transfer Grants Offered at St. Patrick’s 
 

Considering a change for your child’s educational 
experience?  St. Patrick School invites families with children 
currently enrolled in non-Catholic schools to consider the 
benefits of our safe, caring school environment where a 
values-based education is combined with National Blue 
Ribbon and STEM certified academics every day.  Tuition 
Transfer Grants are available to qualified new students 
entering in grades 1 through 7, coming from public, charter 
or home schools.  Curious?  Email admissions @st-pats.org 
or call 973-635-4623 to learn more or to schedule a virtual 
tour! 
 

 

                              Women in the Bible 
 

                                    We are finishing our study of Judith 
and                            it turns out she isn't part of Jesus’ 
                                 ancestry, so on February 2 we will 
                                 start our next study of the series, the 
book of Esther.  So we will read the books of Esther and 
then go on to Ruth and bits of others.  Join us and you will 
learn why 5 women were on Matthew’s list of Jesus 
genealogy, read at the Vigil Mass of Christmas, which 
usually only listed the men, and you will learn which was a 
prostitute and how she entered the family. Also, some of 
them were gentiles so how did they fit in? As we say today- 
What's with all that?? 
 

We continue to meet on Tuesday evening at 7 PM using a 
Phone Conference media. If you would like to join us 
contact the Church office Ph: 973-538-1418 or 
email svparishoffice@gmail.com,  or contact Phil Alcock at 
973-222-6453/ or email Philipalcock1@Verizon.net for the 
conference phone number and login code. 
 

2020 Diocesan Ministries Appeal “Love They Neighbor” 
 

If you have not yet responded to the 2020 Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal, there is still time to do so since the 2020 Appeal 
funds ministries and programs through the end of the 
diocesan fiscal year on June 30, 2021.  Your gift is a great 
blessing and valued so we can serve Christ by serving his 
people. For your convenience, you can make an online gift at 
www.2020appear.org. 

 

mailto:svparishoffice@gmail.com.
mailto:@st-pats.org
mailto:svparishoffice@gmail.com,
mailto:Philipalcock1@Verizon.net
http://www.2020appear.org.


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By “The world in its present form.” Let us remember, they themselves may have seen Christ leave this world. And 
quite possibly the Blessed Mother also had probably ascended at this time. Let us also remember that Christ never 
gave the apostles a time when the “End time” would come to pass. He has said only that God the Father knows the 
date of the end of the world. So both Paul, and we, ourselves, do not know when that will occur. But what Paul did 
tell us is that we must be prepared. We must use “The world as not using it fully.” 
 

We frequently think how easy it must have been for the Apostles to have believed in Christ, and His teachings. In 
fact, it might have been even harder for them to have believed in Him without the support of 2,000 years of history, 
which we have, as well as the hundreds of churches and saints. It was probably harder to have faith then rather than 
now, whey they only had a few small churches and small groups of faith to support their faith. 
 

Lord, may the first believers help us to trust in their faith. 

 As mentioned in last week’s column, in 
addition to the literal connotation of 
imprisonment (i.e., being confined behind 
concrete walls), there are metaphorical forms 
of imprisonment; prisons created by our 
desires and attitudes.  In his book, Great 
Expectations, Charles Dickens explores through 
his character, Pips, an aspect of real-life 
prison. Throughout the book, Pips is trapped 
within the means of his own great 
expectations, a prisoner of his own hopes and 
ambitions, always wanting to improve on what 
he already has. There are people like this in 
our society who have allowed themselves to 
become imprisoned by their own selfish, overt 
attraction to the things of “this world;” be it 
money, power, lust, fine clothes, etc.  They 
need to be reminded that these are the 
transient things, congenital weaknesses of the 
human body which does nothing more than 
imprison their soul. 
 

There are also people who are captives of the 
devil, false religions, and atheism or who are 
imprisoned by sin. These have imprisoned 
them and are getting in the way of their true 
self and their relationship with God. They 
need to hear the truth. They need to hear of 
the Good News of Jesus; they need to hear 
the Good News of Salvation. Those who are 
imprisoned by sin need to be reminded that 
there is forgiveness and that through His 
death on the cross, Christ has opened the 
door for redemption and salvation. 

Metaphorical imprisonment can also be the 
result of circumstances.  Our connection to 
others enables us to survive and thrive. 
However, the elderly is often alone or socially 
isolated in nursing homes or in their own 
homes. They can feel lonely and shut-off from 
visitors and from the outside world. They 
need to be reminded that they are loved. 
 

Further, our young people are being wooed by 
a culture and an ideology of consumerism. 
They face many problems, like wondering, 
“Who am I?” Many have low self-esteem and 
are quite insecure.  They want to fit in but face 
a lot of competition with their peers. 
Competition based on the way they look, to 
their education, to the beauty of their partner, 
their social status, etc. They look for 
something that defines them or gives them 
personality. Not finding this, they can become 
confused and withdraw into the virtual world 
of social media. This can lead to prison of 
isolation and loneliness. We need to reach out, 
help them to build internal confidence, and to 
let them know that they are special, unique, 
and loved. 
 

People can also be imprisoned by their 
addictions, their fears, their ignorance, or for 
the views of them by others (immigrants, non-
English speakers, people with disabilities…). 
We need to reach out to them to show them 
kindness and support; to remind them that 
they too are made in the image and likeness of 
God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Visiting the Imprisoned” encompasses both 
those in literal and or metaphorical prisons. No 
matter what they may have done or why they are 
“imprisoned,” we need to provide an 
opportunity for them to hear the Word of God 
and need to know of God’s love and mercy for 
them and find healing in it. 
 
May the Lord’s peace be with you always! 
 

Evangelization Ministry 

        Evangelization Corner 

 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2nd  Reading: 1  Corintians 7:29-31 

 

Weekly 
Reflection 

Final 
        thoughts...  

Donate at Faith Direct: https://membership.faithdirect.net/ 
givenow/NJ732/20872 or “Text to Give” at 973-221-9551 

If you know of a parishioner who is not yet signed up for 
Flocknote but would like to receive them, email the parish office 
at svparishoffice@gmail.com to request to participate. 

We are still reading from the first letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians. You can tell 
that Paul thinks that the world is not far from ending. He tells his followers that they 
should act as if the world is, in fact, ending, stating: “For the world in its present form is 
passing away.” He does not, however, seem to give much thought as to what he means 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/
mailto:svparishoffice@gmail.com

