
 
  Issue 

All those who service in defense of our Country,  
both at home and abroad 

 
The deployed airmen of the 914 Air Refueling Wing,  
SSGT Blake Reidinger LT Kelsey Bergh  
PO1 Timothy Butchko MJR Gary Windt 
LT Patrick Leahey LT Ryan Feeney 
MJR Stephanie Sittman SSGT Thomas Sittmann 
LTR Andrew McGuinness SSGT Eric Wright 
LCDR Daniel M. Leahey LT Mark Van Ordan 
LT Mark C. Leahey MSGT T.J. Hopkins 
LT Kian Federick Stewart LT Tyler Huhn 
DC1 Alexander V.Fernandez   CPL Irvin Carithers 

FAITH FORMATION>>> 

We offer our prayerful condolences to 
the family and friends of Theresa 
Taratko who was called home to the 
Lord this week.  We pray that Theresa 
rests peacefully with the Lord. 

This Week at St.Virgil’s >>> 

Sunday, November 21 
 Grade 2 Faith Formation, 10:15-11:45am, TC 
   Children’s Choir Rehearsal, 12-12:45am, TC 

FISH Grades 7, 8 & 9, Mini-Retreat, 5-9pm, 
School 

Monday, November 22 
 Men’s Cornerstone, 8pm, TC 
Tuesday, November 23 
 St. Joseph Novena following the 12:10pm Mass 
Thursday, November 25, Thanksgiving Day 
 Mass at 9am 
Saturday, November 27 
 Closing Novena to St. Virgil following the 5pm  
 Mass 
   

Rosary Hour 
Join us for our daily praying of the Rosary immediately 
following the 12:10pm Mass. 
 

Family Rosary  & Holy Hour 
Every first and third Tuesday, (December 7 & 21) the 
Knights of Columbus hold a Rosary and Holy Hour in the 
Church.  You are welcome to join them at 8pm in person 
and through live-stream.   
 

 

Faith Formation November Schedule 
 

Children’s Mass 
9:00-10:00 

(Mandatory) 

2nd grade 
In-Person Classes 

10:15-11:45 

K-6 In Person 
Meetings/Retreats 

10:15 – 11:45am 
November 21 November 21 December 12 

 

Youth Mass 
12noon 

(Mandatory) 

Confirmation 
Grades 7-8 

5-9pm 
 

FISH 
Grade 9 
5-9pm 

FISH Meetings 
Grade 10 

 

December 5 November 21 November 21 December 12 
 

RCIA each Wednesday evening at 7pm in the Tracy Center 
 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sat. Nov. 20 5pm Brett Smith 
Mary Wolf 
Martin Radicsh—20th Anniversary 
Lyn Caruso 

Sun., Nov. 21 7:30am Brian Fleury 
Phyllis Bonanno 

 9:00am Diane Gallo 
 10:30am Alfredo Rocca 

Louise Wayne 
 12:00pm Phyllis Bonanno 
Mon., Nov. 22 12:10pm Loretta Smith 

Brian Fleury 
John J. Toye 

Tues., Nov. 23 12:10pm Joyce 
Agnes Marie Kuchera 

Wed., Nov. 24 12:10pm Maria Santofiore 
Thurs., Nov. 25 12:10pm Phyllis & Francis D’Annunzio 

Dec’d Members of the DeRienzo 
Family 
Johanna Eckardt 

Fri., Nov. 26 12:10pm Santo Santofiore 
Sat., Nov. 27 5:00pm Mary Davison 

Bob Stephens 
Sun., Nov. 28 7:30am Cozzie Gallo 

George Dolan 
 9:00am Anne Kilcomons 
 10:30am Gerard Palumbo 

Ana Russo 
 12 noon John Cawley 

 

Feast of Jesus Christ, the King of the Universe 
 

November 21, 2021 

Tom Cullen, Anne Benson, Ed Scrak, Christie 
Farias, John O’Leary, Marie Loughlin, Steve 
Hogan, Mary Maffeo, Tony Loughlin, Robert 
Taylor, Sandra Buck, Judy Taylor, Eileen 
Lagan, Stephen Burke, Marie E. Logan, Bill 
Warrick, Miah Tully, Michael O’Connor, 
Barbara Bock, Barbara Trzaska, Debbie 
Dallemolle, Florence & John Luckey, 
Rosemary Paulison, Jackie Donnelley, Colleen 
Dillion & Family, Rose Marie Warrick, Baby 
Emma Scannelli. 
 

(Unless you notify the parish office, names will rotate 
off the list in three months.) 

Through the waters of Baptism we 
welcome to the parish family, Ernest 
Ronald Heintz, III and Liam Thomas 
Heintz, sons of Ernest & Mehgan. 

Please remember in your prayers. . . 
Our Family & Friends 

 

Thanksgiving Blessings and Good 
Wishes to all our St. Virgil’s family 

and friends! 

 



 
  Parish Happenings>>> 

PRIME TIME 
 

Hey PRIME TIMERs. Do you know if you are over 60 years of age, you are eligible to become a Prime Time member? Our 
meetings are generally on the third Friday of the month. We are always looking to have new folks join us, so come give us a 
look and experience an enjoyable afternoon also. 
 

We will be meeting this month on Friday, November 19, at 1pm to about 2:30pm. We have a speaker coming to talk to us 
about our hearing ability (or lack thereof!) and what the current trends are in that industry. It promises to be an interesting 
afternoon.  We will also have our monthly 50/50 drawing and a variety of delicious dessert type goodies to enjoy.  And 
please, remember our less fortunate neighbors with a donation of non-perishable food or cash. They will be most grateful. If 
you would be interested in helping us out in any way, please call me (Kathy 973-538-1379) and let’s talk. I look forward to 
seeing you all on Friday afternoon, November 19. Blessings and be well. 

2021 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
“Let Your Light Shine” 

 

This time of year, as we plan to celebrate Thanksgiving, 
please consider making a gift to the Diocesan Ministries 
Appeal. Each year, tens of thousands of people in profound 
need seek out the services of our Catholic Charities and, with 
the help of the Diocesan Ministries Appeal, they find an open 
door and a compassionate response. For your convenience, 
you can make an online gift or pledge at 
www.2021appeal.org. 

Singers & Instrumentalists Grades K – 8 
Come join St. Virgil’s Children’s Choir for Christmas Eve  
 

                               Rehearsal Schedule: 
                               Sunday, 11/21, 12-12:45pm, Tracy Center 
                               Sunday, 12/12, 12-12:45pm, Tracy Center 
                               Sunday, 12/19, 12-12:45pm, Tracy Center 
                               Thursday, 12/23, 4-5pm, Church 
 

                               Mass:  Friday, December 24, at 4pm 
 

To sign up, contact Nina Rangel at YouthMinister@StVirgil 
Parish.org. 

 

                     Thank you to all who participated in the 
                         Family Promise outreach the first week 
                         of November, especially Mary Ann 
Perez, Michael Butchko, Jackie Donnelly, Sally 
Landi, the Thursday Night Bible Study, and the 
Divine Mercy group. 
 

The next outreach is scheduled for the week of 
January 30, 2022, and we will be collecting gift cards. 
 

 

St. Virgil Rosary Society 
Tuesday, December 14, 1pm in the Tracy Center 

Game Day 
Sharpen your St. Virgil Church History 

 

Put on your thinking caps as we go down memory lane here at St. 
Virgil’s  A good time should be had by all as we are quizzed about 
our church’s past history. In addition, our Greeting Card Gals will 
be writing Christmas cards to various members of our church 
community. And if time permits, you may want to bring along a 
favorite game (Scrabble, cards, whatever it may be). 

 

As always, friends are welcomed. Refreshments available. 
 

A donation of $1 may be given to purchase Food Pantry items, in 
lieu of a canned good. 
 

In case of inclement weather, please call the parish office at 973-
538-1418. 

Knights of Columbus 
Thanksgiving & Christmas Fund Raiser 

 

Enhance your holiday meals with authentic and fresh olive oil 
and balsamic vinegar cream from Modena, Italy.   
 

Single bottles of both Olive Oil and Balsamic Vinegar are 
available, as well as combination pack. 
 

Orders taken and product available for pick-up foolwoing all 
weekend Masses November 20 through December 11. Cash or 
checks made payable to Knights of Columbus. 

                        A Thank You from our FISH Team 
 

                            A special Thank You to all our  
                            parisioners who participate in the  
                            Thanksgiving Food Drive for the  
                            Interfaith Food Pantry.  We delivered 1,500 
pounds of food, 13 turkeys and $500 in donations! Your 
kindness will surely bring joy to many families in need in 
Morris County! 

  

 

We have received a special request from 
the 621st Contingency Response Wing at 
Maguire Air Force Base and the 914th Air 
Refueling Wing at Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Base for cookies for the troops. 
 

We will be collecting from Monday, November 22 through 
Wednesday, December 1. Please package the cookies in 
bunches of six—you can use “ZipLoc” bags, aluminum foil, 
or plasic wrap. 

Please drop them off in the Tracy Center Monday thru 
Friday from 9am – 4pm; Saturday 5-6pm; Sunday 7:30am 
– 1pm.  If you have any questions, please call the Parish 
Office.  A great big thank you! 
 

http://www.2021appeal.org.


Thank you for your continued generosity. Parish income for the weekend of November 13/14, 2021 was 
 

Collection In Pew Faith Direct Total 
Regular $8,839 $2,625 $10,336 

All Saints $417 $792 $1,209 
Thanksgiving --- $195 $195 

 

The holiday season is one of the largest giving seasons for our church. Our online giving provider Faith Direct is 
generously providing a donor match program to help us increase recurring giving. Online gifts help reduce costs 
and our time spent handling other forms of payment. 
 

For every first offertory gift from a new recurring donor that is added between November 1 and December 31, 
Faith Direct will match that first gift, up to $50, with a maximum match of $1,000 for our church. To be eligible 
for the matching gift, more than one installment must be set-up and the first recurring gift must be transa ted by 
December 31.  
 

We appreciate your generosity and your support of our church.  We prayerfully ask that you consider helping us 
meeting this goal by creating your recurring online gift today.  Please consider using Faith Direct, an online giving 
service where you can donate the amount you currently give each Sunday through an online medium.  Use parish 
#NJ732.  You can also use your cell phone and “text to give” at 973-221-9551 and follow the instructions for a 
one-time gift. 

PARISH GIVING >>> 

Lynch Creek Farms Fund Raiser 
 

Need the perfect gift or decorations for the holidays?  
Fresh centerpieces, Christmas Wreaths, garland and table 
tops.  Now is the time to purchase elegant evergreens 
through Lynch Creek Farms to support Saint Virgil’s 
Parish.  Free shipping to any location!  You choose the 
ship date and St. Virgil’s will receive 15% profit on every 
order.  To place your order call 1-888-426-0781 or order 
online at www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/276548 and 
mention Group #276548. 
 

                                                                  Star of Bethlehem 
 

                                     It has been a tradition in our parish to begin our Christmas outreach  
                                     program following the Thanksgiving holiday. For more than thirty  
                                     years, St. Virgil’s parishioners have shown their compassion for the  
                                     poor by responding generously to the Star of Bethlehem project. 
 

                                    Two trees with gift card requests will be in our church on the 
weekends of November 27/28, December 3/4 and December 11/12.  Anyone wishing to 
contribute to this outreach program can select an envelope from one of the tress on either 
side of the altar and purchase the gift card requests. 
 

Please place the envelope with the enclosed gift card in one of the collection boxes near the 
trees. Please mark the amount on the gift cards. 
 

The gift cards are distributed to local charities which provide emergency shelter, food, 
clothing, and medicinal needs to families in desperate need. When Christmas comes, and 
children are told “Things are scarce this year”, our gift cards come to the rescue. To think 
that it is our gift cards that come to the rescue helps us to understand the true meaning of 
Christmas.   
 

Thank you in advance for your kind generosity. 

 
Stained Glass 

Christmas Ornaments 
 

Bring home one of St. 
Virgil’s beautiful windows 
for your Christmas tree this 
year!  These beautiful 
ornaments are replicas of the 
stained glass windows here  
 in Church.  All are suitable as Christmas 

Ornaments or as window suncatchers.  Actual 
size is 2 x 3 ¾.Ornaments will be sold in the 
Speedwell Avenue vestibule starting the 
weekend of November 20/21 and continuing 
through December 18/19.  With the exception 
of the Ascension window which is $25, the 
other nine in the collection are $20 each.  All 
profits will be used to further the Music 
Ministry.  Thank you for your support! 

http://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/276548


JBWS (aka Jersey Battered Women’s Service) Holiday Boutique 
 

Every December, the Rosary Society sponsors a gift collection for the holiday boutique conducted by JBWS for its 
clients. Last year over 460 women plus their children received holiday gifts. Due to the increase in domestic abuse as a 
result of COVID-19, the shelter and transitional facilities remain full.  
 

Imagine a parent’s relief in knowing that during very trying times they will be able to give their children some of the joy 
of the holiday season. With our help, mothers can select a few special gifts for each child from new toys and clothing 
donated by the local community. Handmade gifts are especially appreciated. 
 

JBWS has requested that we consider gifts for teens and pre-teens although items for all ages are welcome. Suggested items are 
listed below: 
 Clothing for all ages 
 Jewelry/wallets/purses/watches 
 Makeup/nail polish/curling iron/straightener 
 Headphones/ear buds/portable phone chargers 
 Crafts/building sets/models (Lego, Minecraft, Matchbox, etc.) 
 Sports equipment/yoga mats 

 

Please drop off your gifts (new and unwrapped) at the Parish Office, Monday - Friday, from 9:00am – 4:00pm 
no later than Thursday, December 2. Please, do not leave anything in the church.  If you have any questions or 
need assistance, please contact Jane Flynn at  jflynnmpi@aol.com or at 973-539-2581. 
 

JBWS receives many thank-you letters from mothers expressing their gratitude for the gifts. Here is an excerpt from a 
letter received last year:  
 

“Thank you so much for making the holidays possible for my children! They have been through so much this year and to be 
able to provide them with your generous gifts made it so special. God bless you and your family!” 

 

 
 

Operation Chillout Homeless Veteran Outreach 
Winter Backpack & Emergency Response Fund Drive 

  

Operation Chillout thanks our donors for supporting the virtual Summer Supply Drive! With your help, donations received 
through the online gift registry and cash contributions enabled us to deliver over 40,000 bottles of water, 500 new tee shirts 
and several hundred baseball caps for homeless veterans, both men and women. 
  

Due to our concerns about the availability of several items in the coming months, we will purchase the backpack 
components in advance and hope that donations will cover the cost. The winter drive will be conducted online 
at www.operationchillout.org. For $25 you can "purchase" a backpack filled with warm winter gear.  
 

Other suggested donations are $10 for the OCO Rapid Response Team or $10 for the Emergency Supplies Fund. Our 
Rapid Response Team is available 24/7/365. Based on information received from our automated hotline about a homeless 
veteran, the team provides free transportation, basic needs, temporary housing and then arranges access to case 
management services and longer-term housing solutions. On the gift registry, you can support this service as well our 
emergency supplies fund for $10 each. You will receive an online receipt for your donation.  
 

To report a homeless veteran, please call our hotline at 908 509 1462. 
   

If you would like to support our activities but prefer not to give online, please write a check to Operation Chillout, Inc., 
place it in an envelope marked "Operation Chillout" and drop the envelope in the collection basket. 
 

Please be as generous as you can to make the winter months a little more comfortable for those who have so little and have 
many challenges to face. 

  CHRISTMAS OUTREACHES >>> 

mailto:jflynnmpi@aol.com
http://www.operationchillout.org.


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

tune with the parish community. The Dalai 
Lama once said, “When you talk. you are 
only repeating what you already know. But 
if you listen, you may learn something 
new.” In addition, we all need to increase 
our commitment to hospitality, inviting 
people to hang out together at the parish. 
 

These are all hallmarks of what practices of 
good evangelizing are.  It is about  
spiritually feeding the faith community who 
in turn, through their actions and lives, go 
forth as disciples of Christ and bring his 
Word and his church to others. Our job has 
never been to maintain institutions but to 
make disciples. (Matthew 28:19-20).  
 

Remember what Christ said,  “And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build 
my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.”  (Matthew 16:18) 
 
May the Lord’s peace be with you 
always! 
 

Evangelization Ministry 

                                                                      Today marks the last day of the “Ordinary” section of the Liturgy. The culmination  
                                                                             of the readings leads us to the celebration of Christ the King of the universe. Pilate  
                                                                             asks Christ if He is a king - this shows that this is a title that had been part of the 
                                                                             information being spread about Him. Jesus does not directly answer Pilate, but lets  
                                                                             Pilate come to his own conclusion, as He does with each of us. Let’s remember that 
                                                                             the Psalms are 2000 years old and yet seem to profile Christ repeatedly and  
                                                                             accurately. The Responsorial Psalm #93 tells us that “the Lord is king, He is robed 
                                                                             in majesty.”  While Psalm # 29 proclaims: “The Lord is King for ever. The Lord 
will bless his people with peace. “ 
 

Thanksgiving 
 

During this week,  we celebrate this holiday as a nation, not just as a Catholic Christian. It is a day that we stop and give thanks. 1 
Thessalonians 5:18 tells us “In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” Psalm 138, says, 
”I will thank you Lord, with all my heart.”  

 

We tend so often to see only the difficult side of our lives, not the positive side. So maybe this Thanksgiving we can make a special 
effort to do so. Perhaps at the dinner table each person can reveal one thing for which he or she is especially thankful - even by just 
putting  a post-it on everyone’s plate with a pencil to all them reveal one or more of such things for which they are thankful. We 
have come through a difficult time as a nation, a town, and a family. Let us thank God, our family and friends who have helped us 
manage things along the way, and be grateful to them and to Our Lord for the many positive things still holding us together. 

 

LORD, THANK YOU FOR FAITH AND LOVE IN MY LIFE! 
 

Weekly Reflection 
Feast of Christ, the King 

Entrance Antiphon: Rev. 5:12; 1-6 
First Reading: Daniel 7:13-14 
Responsorial Psalm: 93:1-5 

Second Reading:Revelation: 1:5-8 
Gospel: John:18:33b -37 

Communion Antiphon: Psalm:29:10-11 
 

        Evangelization Corner 
Social distancing rules and the Church’s 
dispensation from the Sunday Mass 
obligation, as a response to the Covid 
pandemic, have opened the door for a 
unique way for many Catholics to attend 
Sunday Mass. Many people have turned to 
the Internet or the television to watch 
Sunday Mass. In fact, a recent article 
reported that many churches have 
recorded higher “attendance” numbers for 
their online Sunday services during the 
Covid pandemic than they had in their 
church before the pandemic. In many ways 
this has been an opportunity for the Church 
to reach wider and more diverse audiences. 
However, it has also resulted in less active 
participation.  
 

Although there may be more people 
watching Sunday Mass on the Internet, 
they unfortunately are less involved in 
church activities and ministries than they 
were before. Further, for many churches, 
financial giving is down significantly; a 
trend that is not good for the church.  
 

In addition to Sunday Mass, the Internet 
and television also offer other programs 
that allow people to choose where, when, 
and how they want to be spiritually fed. 
With all the other demands of family 
activities and commitments, the 
convenience of worshipping at home in 
front of a computer or television may have  

become the new standard in Christian 
worship and church life for many people. 
 

Now that the dispensation from the 
Sunday Mass obligation has been lifted 
and people are required to go physically 
back to church, what else can or needs to 
be done or offered to bring people back to 
worship in the church. Just lifting the 
dispensation from the Sunday Mass 
obligation and opening the church doors 
and ‘waiting for them to come’ does not 
seem to be the most effective strategy to 
bringing people back. 
 

Research by the Catholic Leadership 
Institute, in Pennsylvania, indicates that 
the parishes that have been “holding their 
own,” or have been “thriving “ during this 
pandemic are ones here the leadership 
has actually been in a relationship with 
their people. The research suggests that it 
is not about offering new programs but 
again the leadership working harder at 
developing the deep bonds of community. 
Remember the people are the church and 
while they come together as a community 
of faith spiritually fed by God, they are 
also a community bonded with one 
another. Those parishes who were 
successful tended to be more outwardly 
focused. Their priests continually checked 
in with their parishioners and listened to 
them. This enabled them to be more in 


