
       March 6, 2022 
1st Sunday of Lent 

 
Mass Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, March 5 
 5:00pm Paul Schrak 
 

Sunday, March 6 
 7:30am Abbott Gerard Lair—1st Anniversary 
  Monica Dalton 
  Antoinette Delp 
 9:00am Joe Costens 
 10:30am Karen Drews 
 12:00pm John Cehelsky 
  Rose Reehill 
 

Monday, March 7 
     12:10pm      Jack Schultz 
 

Tuesday, March 8 
     12:10pm      Valerie & Charles Quinn 
   

Wednesday, March 9 
     12:10pm The Krolik Family 
 

Thursday, March 10 
 12:10pm Pamela Costens Bauman 
 

Friday, March 11 
 12:10pm Catherine “Nancy” Sweich 
 

Saturday, March 12 
 5pm Michele Lynn Kilian 
 

Sunday, March 13 
 7:30am Barbara Bracale 
 9am George Chiappa 
 10:30am Katherine Tompeck 
  Lloyd Baldwin—10th Anniversary 
 12pm Paul Odorisio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers. . . 
 

Our Family & Friends 
 

Lottie Krolik, Baby Connor Francis Feeney, Ed Schrak, John O’Leary, Marie 
Loughlin, Steve Hogan, Mary Maffeo, Tony Loughlin, Robert Taylor, Doug 
Prisinzano, Sandra Buck, Judy Taylor, Eileen Lagan, Stephen Burke, Marie 
E. Logan, Bill Warrick, Miah Tully, Michael O’Connor, Barbara Bock, 
Barbara Trzaska, Debbie Dallemolle, Florence & John Luckey, Rosemary 
Paulison, Jackie Donnelley, Colleen Dillion & Family, Jerry Warrick, Rose 
Marie Warrick, Baby Emma Scannelli. 
 

(Unless you notify the parish office, names will rotate off the list in three months.) 
 

 All who serve in defense of our Country,  
both at home and abroad 

 
The deployed airmen of the 914 Air Refueling Wing, SSGT Blake Reidinger, LT 
Kelsey Bergh, PO1 Timothy Butchko, MJR Gary Windt, LT Patrick Leahey, 
LCDR Daniel M. Leahey, LT Mark Leahey, LT Ryan Feeney, MJR Stephanie 
Sittman, SSGT Thomas Sittman, LTR Andrew McGuinness, SSGT Eric Wright, 
LT Mark Van Orden, MSGT T.J. Hopkins, LT Kian Federick Steward, LT Tyler 
Huhn, DC1 Alexander V. Fernandez, CPL Irvin Carithers. 
 

Our Home-bound Parishioners and friends at 
 

Morris View Health Care, Sunrise Assisted Living, and Arbor Terrace. 
 

 

Youth Mass 
12noon 

Confirmation 
Grades 7-8 

6:30-8:30pm 

FISH 
Grade 9 

6:30-8:30pm 

FISH Meetings 
Grade 10 

6:30-8:30pm 
March 6 March 6 March 20                                                                                                             March 13 

 

RCIA each Wednesday evening at 7pm in the Tracy Center 
 

 

Faith Formation March Update 

First Penance/Eucharist Retreat is April 23 with First Penance immediately 
following. 
 

First Eucharist is on May 21. Families received email to request time Details 
will be released when all forms are collected. 

This Week at St. Virgil’s 
 

Sunday, March 6 
      Youth Mass 12 Noon 
     Gr 7 & 8 FISH, 6:30-8:30pm, TC 
 
Monday, March 7 
     Men’s Cornerstone, 7:30pm, SVC 
 
Tuesday, March 8 
     St. Joseph Novena following the 12:10 Mass 
     Lentan Faith Sharing Group, 7pm, by ZOOM  
     or by phone. 
     K of C Meeting, 8pm, TC 
 
Thursday, March 10 
     Divine Mercy, ZOOM, 6:30pm 
     Bible Study in the SVC at 7pm 
 
Friday, March 11 
      Adoration & Litany to Sacred Heart & Stations 
      of the Cross following the 12:10pm Mass 
     Stations of the Cross following the 7pm Mass 
 
Sunday, March 13 
     2nd Year FISH Retreat 

We offer our prayerful condolences to the family 
and friends of Anne Benson who was called home 
to the Lord.  We pray that Anne rests peacefully 
with the Lord. 

Returning to “Normal” 
 

With the lifting of COVID restrictions, we will be reinstating a few 
practices: 
 

Prayer Intentions Bowl:  Our prayer intentions bowl has become a 
Prayer Intentions Box.  The box is located on the altar rail by the Infant of 
Prague statue.  There are slips of paper on the side of the box for your to 
write your intention. Simply slip it into the box and your intentions will be 
included in our Parish’s prayers. 
 

Hear Our Prayer weekend intentions:  The book is located near the 
Speedwell Avenue entrance and you can record the names of your loved 
one you wish to pray for.  This book is placed on the altar during Mass.  
However, please note that the names from this book are not announced. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

#LISTENING CHURCH 
 

                                                            As you know, St. Virgil’s has begun holding “Listening Sessions” as part of the Pope’s call to parishes  
                                                                  worldwide to listen to each other in a way that we hope will not only help shape the future of the Church, 
                                                                  but also, our parish.   
 

                                                            We held our first “Listening Session” on Tuesday, February 22, with more than 40 people in  
                                                                   attendance.   We are encouraged by the enthusiastic response at St. Virgil’s to listen to one another and  
                                                                   reflect on how we can better journey together as a parish, a community and a Church to meet the needs 
                                                                   of those in the parish, the community and the larger world.  We broke into five small groups to consider  
                                                                   the following questions:  
  

 How does the Church bring meaning to your life? 
 How has the Church challenged or disappointed you? 
      What does the Church need to change to meet the needs of the 21st century? 
      What can the Church do better to invite Catholics to be more actively engaged in the Church? 

  

What we heard were common themes of how: 
 The parish and Church have provided a faith community and a moral compass as well as being the only place where the 

Eucharist is available.  But we also heard that: 
 Past scandals have damaged trust in the Church and parish; 
 Systemic changes in the Church are critical to ensuring its future; 
 There is a need to be more welcoming, inclusive and relevant to the needs of others, e.g,  the young, elderly, needy and those who 

feel alienated from the Church; 
 There is a need for more meaningful homilies, and increased religious education for both children and adults, particularly 

relating to the Eucharist, which is so central to the Catholic tradition. 
  

What we also learned is that by listening to one another, we can find common ground and strengthen the St. Virgil’s community.  We must 
all realize that while change will be gradual, we are the Church and together and with the help of the Holy Spirit, we can make a difference.  
Open minds and hearts are a great first step! 
 

So what’s next?    
We are planning more Listening Sessions.  The next Listening Session is scheduled for Sunday, March 20th at 2 p.m. in the Tracy 
Center.  Please join us.  If you can’t attend, please let us when (day of the week/time) is better for you.  For regular updates, please send 
an email to:  svlisteningparish@gmail.com 
 

 

Women's Morning of Reflection 
A Mini- Retreat for Lent 

Who were the four Mary's at the foot of the Cross? 
 

There is still time to sign up for our women’s Morning of 
Reflection on Saturday, March 19, from 8:30am to 
12:00 Noon. “Coffee and” at 8:30 with presentations to start 
at 9:00. This is a morning of reflection, prayer, and 
friendship. 
 

If you plan to attend, please email the Parish Office or drop 
this little acknowledgment in the collection basket. 
 

"FOUR WOMEN AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS" 
 

I plan to attend the Women’s Mini-Retreat for Lent 
 

Name______________________________________  
 
Phone or Email_______________________________ 

“Serving our faith in our homes, our parishes, our careers 
and our communities.  We are the Knights of Columbus 
 

The Knights of Columbus is a fraternal Order of Catholic Men 
founded in the late 19th Century by Fr. Michael J. McGivney. Why 
does a man decide to join the Knights?  The reasons are as varied 
as our membership. Over the next four weeks, you will hear from 
a member of the Bishop McLaughlin Council telling what brought 
them to  our order. Today Bob Clifford will share his thoughts. 
 

“Simply put, service and fellowship. I wanted to serve my 
God and my parish in a more substantial way and to meet 
and get to know other like-minded Catholic men. When I 
was recruited by Ray Lillie back in the late ‘90s, I was 
already serving St. Virgil’s as a lector and usher. I wanted to 
do more. Uniting with other “Christian gentlemen” through 
the Knights seems the right thing to do.” 

Bob Clifford 
If you and your family would like to learn more about who we are 
and what we do, you are invited to attend our Open House on 
Sunday, March 27, at 2pm in the Tracy Center. 

Lenten Faith Sharing Group 
Tuesdays March 9 through April 19 from 7 – 8pm via ZOOM or phone 

 

We will join in the study of Richard Rohr’s “Wondrous Encounters: 
Scriptures for Lent”. Fr. Rohr uses scripture and a unique perspective in 
these daily reflections that are both challenging and consoling. The 
book/Kindle edition can be purchased from Amazon at a modest price: 
https://www.amazon.com/Wondrous-Encounters-Richard-Rohr-F-
M/dp/0867169877 . 
 

All are welcome.  Each Tuesday is a “stand-alone” session, so attend some 
or all! 
 

Contact Carole at cwccounsel@gmail.com or 201-213-0038 for the link. 

FAST & ABSTINENCE 
 

The regulation for Lenten FAST and ABSTINENCE are: 

Ϯ    FASTING on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
Those 18 and not yet 60 are allowed one full meal.  Two 
smaller meals are allowed as needed but eating foods 
between meals is not permitted. 
 
Ϯ    ABSTINENCE FROM Meat: Those 14 years of age 
and older are to abstain from all meat (poultry included) 
on Ash Wednesday and ALL FRIDAYS during Lent. 

 

mailto:svlisteningparish@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Wondrous-Encounters-Richard-Rohr-F-
mailto:cwccounsel@gmail.com


Dear Parishioners:  
 

Lent is now upon us, and we need to prepare for it by attending some special events which are coming soon. 
 

First, a night of reflection by Deacon Merle Sisler on March 3 (the night after Ash Wednesday) for all the men of the parish 
hosted by the Knights of Columbus. 
 

Then, of course, we must follow the most important days of Lent up until Easter. 
 

Within the octave of Easter on April 24 is Divine Mercy Sunday. On this day in the year 2000, St. Pope John Paul II 
canonized Sr. Maria Faustina. In his homily that day, he said, “Today my joy is truly fulfilled in presenting the life and 
witness of the Author of The Divine Mercy to the whole Church as a gift of God for our time. 
 

Who is St. Maria Faustina Kowalska? In last week’s bulletin she was introduced to us as the Saint of “Mercy.” She was a nun 
from Poland when Jesus appeared to her. Jesus asked her to write down every word He told her which is now known as the Diary of St. Faustina. He 
said “mankind will not have peace until it turns with trust to My mercy.” Mercy is essential in His revelation to us that we must ask for and to be 
merciful to others. 
 

All these messages cam from St. Faustin’s Diary along with many more. 
 
Please attend our 3pm ceremony (the hour of Jesus’ death) on this Divine Mercy Sunday, April 24, and find out more about St. Faustina and the 
prayers given to her by Jesus, “The Divine Mercy Chaplet.”  Mark your calendars. There will be special gifts given to all that attend. 
 

In last week’s column, we wrote that about John’s vision, in heaven, of twenty-four elders dressed in  
white, with crowns of gold on their heads sitting thrones around the throne of God. We wrote that  
these twenty-four elders were the representatives of the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve  
Apostles. However, who they are, has been debated.  
 

There are those who argue that they represent angelic authority over God’s creation. However, there are numerous reasons why they most 
likely are not angels. First, they have three characteristics proper to humans but not to angels: humans age and die; angels do not (Luke 20:34-
36), they reign in Glory (a dignity given to humans), and they will judge the world and the angels. (1Corinthians 6:3) As indicated in Revelation 
3:21, only those who answer his call and have been washed by the blood of Lord Jesus, will sit with the Father. Finally, the Twelve Apostles 
were also promised thrones in Heaven next to their Master and Savior, next to the Father; for Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, 
when the Son of Man will sit in his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.“ 
(Matthew 19:28)  
 

There are those who argue that if we were to consider all the details above and the fact that the twelve Apostles themselves were all Jews, it is 
safe to assume that among the twenty-four elders we might also find representative Patriarchs of Israel. Thereby, the twenty-four elders would 
represent the People of God through human history, and the two Dispensations, Mosaic and Christian. They argue that it is only fitting that 
both groups (the Old Testament inheritors of salvation in Christ and the Apostles) should occupy the twenty-four thrones in Glory before 
God. Unfortunately, nowhere in the book of Revelation do we find who these twenty-four elders are. What we do see and what is important 
is, however, is that the twenty-four elders represent those who worship the Lord. 
 

Continuing with John’s vision as he looks around the Heavenly Throne Room, he sees what seems like a Sea of Glass stretching out before the 
throne of God. For the people of that time, this would be immediately recognized as symbolic for the Bronze Laver before the Tabernacle in 
which the priests of the Lord were to wash their hands and feet before they minister in the tabernacle or at the altar. (Exodus 30:17-21, I Kings 
7;23-26). It is also symbolic of Jesus’ washing the feet of his disciples, before His death, Peter’s refusal, and Jesus’ reply, “unless I wash you, you 
will have no inheritance with me.” (John 13:9) Thus the Sea of Glass is symbolic of both the cleansing of sin in the temple and the cleansing of 
sin through the washing of feet by Christ. Further, when we are washed in the Sacrament of Baptism, we are cleansed of our sin and die and 
rise with Christ (Col. 2:12). 
 

May the Lord’s peace be with you always!  
Evangelization Ministry 

Evangelization Corner 

 

New Envelopes 
 

Beginning in March, we will be changing our envelope company to Our Sunday Visitor.  Some of the collections are being 
reconfigured so for the next year, we will give you a month-by-month explanation of the collections. 
 

Stewardship is the regular weekly collection which goes toward regular parish expenses, i.e. supplies, utilities, salaries, benefits, 
insurance, supplies, etc. 
Diocesan Assessment:  Annually, the diocese assesses each of the parishes based on number of parishioners and income.  Not 
having a Catholic school, SVC is assessed at 12% of our annual income.  This amount is collected by the diocese to pay for their 
regular expenses. 
Building Fund:  Going forward, this will be a monthly collection which will be applied to building improvements, such as HVAC, 
roofing, parking lot maintenance, sidewalk maintenance, renovations, etc. 
Ash Wednesday:  This is a regular offering for basic church expenses. 
Blue Envelop: This month is for snow removal during the harsh winter months. 



Parish Contact 
 

Our Pastor 
 Rev. Michal Falgowski 
 (973) 538-1418 ext 12 
 Email: pastor@stvirgilparish.org 
 

Our Parochial Vicar 
 Rev. Marcin Kania 
 (973) 538-1418 ext 11 
 Email: parochialvicar@stvirgilparish.org 
 

In Residence 
 Rev. Kerwin Timothy Gaza 

 (Serving as Chaplain at Morristown Medical Center) 
 

Parish Office 
  Office Manager 

 Gloria Carvagno 
 (973) 538-1418 ext 10 
 office@stvirgilparish.org  
 

Parish Coordinator 
 Debbie Amati-Wolfe 
 (973) 538-1418 ext 13 
 parishcoordinator@stvirgilparish.org 
 

Faith Formation (Grades K – 6) 
 Laura Pazar 
 (973) 538-1418 ext 10 
 faithformation@stvirgilparish.org 
 

Youth Ministry & Confirmation Coordinator  
(Grades 7 – 10) 

 Nina Rangel 
 (973) 538-1418 ext 10 
 youthministry@stvirgilparish.org 
 

RCIA 
 George Wolfe 
 (973) 538-1418 ext 10 
 office@stvirgilparish.org 
 

Music Ministry 
 Patrick B. Phillips, Director 
 (973) 538-1418 ext 10 

music@stvirgilparish.org  
 

Nina Rangel, Children’s Choir and Youth Band 
(973) 538-1418 ext 10 
youthministry@stvirgilparish.org  

 

Maintenance 
 Robert Lucia 
 (973) 538-1418 
         office@stvirgilparish.org  

Deacons 
 

 Deacon Merle Sisler 
 deaconmerle@yahoo.com 
 Deacon Joe Quinn 
 joeq8562@gmail.com   
 Deacon Sal Mazzoccoli, Retired 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. Msgr. Francis J. Duffy 
 

Retired Pastor 
 

Rev. Lancelot J. Reis 
 

Ministries 
 

Altar Linens Pat Para 
Altar Servers Fr. Michal Falgowski 
Appalachia Nina Rangel 
Arbor Terrace Deacon Joe Quinn, Don & Jeanne McKenna 
Baptismal Prep Clergy 
Bible Groups Kathy Sisler, Phil Alcock 
Carnival Keith Chesnut 
Children’s Choir Nina Rangel 
Church Décor Helene Havers  
Counters Jane Flynn 
Divine Mercy Frank Miller 
Evangelization John Trombetta 
Hospitality & Greeters Marybeth & Don Soutar 
Interfaith Food Pantry Parish Office 
Knights of Columbus Peter Sesso, G.K. 
Lazarus Ministry Barbara Fisher 
Lectors Don & Jeanne McKenna 
Living Rosary Cathy Marshall & Maureen Kelly 
Men’s Cornerstone Chuck Havers 
Morris View  Deacon Merle Sisler 
Music Director Patrick B. Phillips 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Jane Flynn 
Pre Cana Clergy 
Prime Time  
RCIA George Wolfe 
Respect Life Angela Pennisi 
Rosary Society Ann Picone 
Social Outreach Jane Flynn 
Sunrise Assisted Living Deacon Sal Mazzoccoli 
Wedding Prep Clergy 
Young Adults Andrew DeBlock 
Youth Band Nina Rangel 

                                                                          It seems amazing that Lent is already upon us! But not only that, the nature of the  
                                                                                                    Lenten message Christ is presenting also may be surprising to many. Lent does not  
                                                                                                    have to be a penitential message. The last two weeks have been full of the message  
                                                                                                    that Christ gave us of His mercy. Today’s message starts with the Responsorial Psalm  
                                                                                                   91 telling us, “Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.” So right from the start Christ is 
                                                                                                   giving us messages of comfort, not of punishment. The First Reading tells us, “...we cried 
to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and he heard us cry and saw our affliction. The Lord the God of our fathers and He heard our cry and saw 
our affliction…he gave us this land flowing with milk and honey.”  Psalm 91 also tells us, “You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, who 
abide in the shadow of the Almighty…[n]o evil shall befall you…” Hence, Jesus gives us plenty of support in the hours before His temptations. 
 

Having laid out for us, in the Old Testament, the relationship between Himself and His people, we turn to the readings from Luke to understand 
his message from the New Testament. Luke tells us how Christ was tempted by the devil, by material things, power, not to turn to false idols or 
testing Our Lord Himself.  “One does not live by bread alone;” “You shall worship the Lord, your God, and him only shall you serve,” and “He will 
command his angels concerning you, to guard you.” 

 

Thus, in both the Old and New Testaments, there is the message of God protecting His people. None of us are happy to see evil in our world, but 
it is here, and we all acknowledge that. What Christ is telling us, from His own confrontation with evil, is that God is there, and that as the Father 
was there for Him, He shall be there for us. 

 

Lord, help us to turn to You in our times of troubles! 

1st Sunday of Lent 
Entrance Antiphon: Psalm 91:15-16 
First Reading: Deuteronomy  26:4-10 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 91:1-15 
Second Reading: Romans 10:8-13 

Gospe:l Luke 4:1-13 
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