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Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

Seattle, Washington 

Welcome! 

December 1, 2019 First Sunday of Advent 

COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
Mass Times 

   Saturday Vigil at 5:00pm 

   Sunday at 8:30am and 10:30am  

   Tuesday, Thursday, Friday at 7:45am  

   Wednesday and Saturday at 8:35 am 

   Monday at 7:45am–Word and Communion Service 
 

RECONCILIATION IN THE CHURCH 

   Tuesdays from 5:30pm -6:30pm 

   Saturdays from 3:30pm - 4:30pm 

   or by appointment during office hours. 
 

COFFEE AND DONUTS 

   Sunday in the School Hall after the AM Masses.  

   Tuesday breakfast in the Parish Center Reception       

   Room after 7:45 AM Mass. 
 

PRAY THE ROSARY  

   Monday nights- Join us in the Parish Center 

Chapel, 6:30-7:00pm. Rosaries and aids provided. 

 

 

FOR THE KIDS 

   Sunday—The Parish nursery is available during 

8:30 and 10:30am Masses. 

   Sunday-- Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)  

   meets during the 10:30am Mass. 

 

 

STAY IN THE LOOP 

   Join our email list! Send a message to   
   ParishOffice@holyrosaryseattle.org. 
 

   Learn more about Holy Rosary’s programs and      

   ministries at holyrosaryseattle.org. 

 

SPIRITUAL HELP 

   First Saturday of the Month 

   We pray in a special way for those who are sick and    

   offer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick for   
   those in need. Join us at 8:35 am in the Church.  

Submit a prayer request: prayers@holyrosaryseattle.org. 

Request a home visit: 

homebound@holyrosaryseattle.org. 
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T h e  J o u r n e y  o f  F a i t h  w i t h  

Fr. Matthew Oakland 

Happy Advent! 
Don’t get me wrong—I like Christmas.  But its not 
Christmas yet.  It is Advent.  It is the time when we 
prepare to celebrate Christmas. 
 
For months now, Voices for Life has been running 
occasional articles in the bulletin as we journey with 
Jesus Christ in Mary’s womb, watching him grow and 
develop just like every other child in the womb, as we 
look forward to December 25th with great joy.  But it 
isn't December 25th yet. 
 
When parents look forward to the birth of their child, 
there are a few celebrations (think Baby Shower), but 
the real celebration doesn't begin until the child is 
actually born. 
 
As I write this, it is November 19th.  For weeks now I 
have seen Christmas lights springing up, and music 
everywhere.  I am glad that we can publicly celebrate 
the birth of Christ our Savior into the world.  I am glad 
people say “Merry Christmas” in public (though 
happening less and less in favor of happy holidays).  
But it also saddens me that it starts to quickly disappear 
on every year on December 26th.   
 
Instead of spending a month celebrating Christmas 
starting with Christmas itself, we spend a month 
celebrating Christmas—ending with Christmas itself.  
And that altogether changes the nature of things, 
because it means there is little or no spiritual 
preparation—we jump straight to the festivities. 
 
Advent is my favorite Liturgical Season.  Which is 
hard because our society is all about instant 
gratification—meaning that Christmas music, lights, 
shopping, etc. are everywhere during the season of 
Advent.  In Advent, we celebrate that Jesus is coming.  
With Christmas, we celebrate the arrival of Jesus.  
Those are two separate seasons.  It is hard to celebrate 
the season of Advent well given our cultural distaste 
for preparation—but it is worth it. 
 
I love the traditional Christmas hymns.  They are so 
rich and full of beautiful poetry and even teachings 
about the coming of Christ.  I listen to my Christmas 
playlist at least once a month—except in November 
and December.  Hearing Silent Night at the Christmas 
Vigil Mass is an entirely different experience when I 
haven't heard it a dozen or more times in the last few 
weeks.  It makes the moment unique and special.  My 

dad always says that “it is not 
Christmas until Silent Night 
has been sung.”  The two are 
connected—like so many other 
things.  Which is why it is 
important to delay the 
celebration of Christmas as much as possible—until 
Christmas itself. 
Yes, we have the season of Lent.  It lasts 40 days.  But 
then we celebrate with the Risen Lord the glory of 
Easter for 50 days!  After He rises from the dead.  It is 
kind of weird to celebrate someone’s Resurrection 
while they are still leaving, or worse yet—dead in the 
tomb.  Yes, we have Advent.  It lasts 3+ weeks.  But 
then comes Christmas—the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, which can really only start with His 
actual birthday—December 25th.      
 
In St. Peter’s Square, the Christmas Tree stays up until 
February 2nd, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
in the Temple.  That is when my Christmas tree comes 
down every year.  (It helps that it is a fake tree - the real 
ones trigger my allergies and asthma.)  It goes up after 
the 3rd Sunday of Advent when my parents come to 
visit for the weekend and attend a concert or two, and 
Simbang Gabi.  I normally don’t turn on the lights 
until Christmas itself.  The actual day of Christmas 
should mean something—in this case, the coming of 
the Light of the Son of God.  The coming of Jesus, on 
December 25th, brings full glory to the Christmas Tree 
on the day we actually celebrate His birth.  Then, and 
only then, does He obviously make his appearance in 
the Nativity scene, as well. 
 
I would encourage you to look for ways to celebrate 
Advent during the Advent Season, and Christmas 
during the Christmas Season.  Look into the wonderful 
celebrations and traditions associated with such feast 
days as St. Nicholas (Dec. 6) and St. Lucy (Dec. 13th).  
Of course there is the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception—our national feast day, as well as Our 
Lady of Guadalupe.  Mary obviously plays a pivotal 
role in these days as she prepares to give to us the 
Christ-child whom she has carried with her these past 
eight months.    
 
There are lots of websites to help as well.  A few: 
    seattlearchmedia.weebly.com/adventadviento.html  
    catholicculture.org—Liturgical Year page on Advent 
    catholicicing.com 

Have a blessed Advent Season! 
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G r o w i n g  i n  C h r i s t  

Holy Rosary School—SPIRIT AND MIND ignited 

P a r i s h  &  C o m m u n i t y  

Saint of the Week 

This week, we remember St. 
Ambrose. Ambrose was a lawyer 
and politician in the Roman empire. 
When the bishop of Milan died, 
different factions threatened riots 
over who would be the next bishop. 
Ambrose sought to bring peace, and 
the people called for him to become 
the new bishop. At first, he refused, 
since he was not even a baptized 
Christian. But the Emperor and 
Pope supported the appointment, so 
he received baptism, confirmation, 
eucharist, and ordination all in one week. He gave 
his property to the poor and became such a model 
bishop that he helped convert St. Augustine. Like 
him, we can seek what is good for others in every 
situation, and accept even the unexpected missions 
that God gives to us. We never know how 
powerfully God will use our actions. We celebrate 
St. Ambrose on December 7. 

Annual Catholic Appeal Year-End  

Payments and Donations 
Want to make your Annual Catholic Appeal 
payment or donation by year-end for tax purposes?  
 

Any payments credited to the 2019 calendar year for 

tax purposes need to be into the Annual Catholic 
Appeal office by December 31st.  

(Please do not put ACA payments in the parish 

collection basket) 
 

Payments on existing pledges can be processed 

immediately at www.seattlearchdiocese.org/pp . 
 

Pay by phone at 1-800-809-4921 
 

Send by mail to: Annual Catholic Appeal, 

       710 9th Ave, Seattle, 98104 
 

Holy Rosary Parishioners pledged: $142,425 of 
which $116,715 has been paid. Holy Rosary needs to 

fund another $4,860 to the Diocese to begin 
receiving the rebates. We have the potential to 

receive $20,848 if everyone offers what they 

pledged . Thank you for your support! 

School Highlights 

Our Christmas Tree Lot opened Friday, Nov. 29th! Come purchase your Christmas 
Tree or wreath from the Holy Rosary School parking lot next to Lanigan Gym.  You 

will be supporting Holy Rosary School and some of our local West Seattle charities 

with your purchase!  

If you are interested in donating time at a vacation property, sports tickets, or wine to our March 2020 

Auction, please contact Beth Martin at bmartin@holyrosaryws.org 

At Holy Rosary School, tradition and innovation converge to provide a leading-edge education that is 
grounded in the Catholic faith.  Students are engaged by enthusiastic teachers who provide hand-on 

curricula designed to spark creativity and encourage critical thinking.  Each child is given room to discover 
and develop their own unique gifts.  At every grade level, faith meets action through service and the 

teaching of compassion and social justice.  Holy Rosary's tight-knit community of passionate teachers and 

engaged parents creates a safe place where students become leaders from the inside out. 

Contact admissions@holyrosaryws.org  

Holy Rosary Tree Lot is Open!  

Come get your tree, Advent wreaths, door wreaths, & garlands!  

November 29th-Decemeber 21st 

3:30-9pm weekdays, 9am-9ishpm weekends 

http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/pp%20
mailto:bmartin@holyrosaryws.org
mailto:admissions@holyrosaryws.org
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F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

 We offer many ways to celebrate and grow closer to the risen Christ 

Opportunities for Adults 

 

Inquiry – an open-ended discussion of life, the 
universe, and everything from a Catholic point of view! 
If you or someone you know has questions about the 
Catholic faith, invite them to come! All are welcome 
and no topic is off limits! We meet twice a month in 
the Parish Office, and our next meeting will be 

Tuesday, Dec. 10th. Our topic will be “Where did 
Christmas come from?” (Correction: No Inquiry on 
Dec. 3rd.) 

 

Becoming Catholic – The formal process of becoming 
Catholic, The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, is 

beginning! We meet on Thursday evenings at 6:00pm 
in the Music Room of the Parish Center. No 
commitment necessary. Come see what being Catholic 
is all about! 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study – We’re starting a 
new study leading up to Christmas this week. If you 
have wanted to join, this is a perfect time! Join us at 
9:30am (or after Mass) on Wednesday mornings in the 
Parish Center! 
For more information, or if you have any suggestions, 
please contact Robert King at 206-937-1488 x203 or 
evangelization@holyrosaryseattle.org. 

 

Monday Night Rosary – Join us in the Parish Center 

Chapel on Monday nights from 6:30-7:00pm to pray 
the Rosary. This is a great way to celebrate Holy 
Rosary’s Patron Mary by praying the Rosary. Aids and 
rosaries provided. 

Opportunities for Youth 

RCIA Adapted for Children -Holy Rosary Church 
welcomes children ages 7 –18 years old who have 
never been baptized, along with their families, on a 
journey of preparation for initiation into the Catholic 

Church. If interested in RCIA and becoming Catholic, 
please contact Sr. Stella at 
srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org or 206-937-1488 x252. 

 

Children’s Faith Formation/ 

Sunday School (“CFF”) provides faith-based 
classroom education opportunities for children of the 
Parish. Classes are offered from preschool to 6th grade. 
School Year 2019-2020 registration is already open 
online. For more information contact Sr. Stella at 
srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org or  206-937-1488 x252. 

 

Sacramental II Preparation 
Preparation has begun! This is part of the preparation 
for our children both in the school and parish who are 
preparing themselves to receive the sacraments of 1st 
Reconciliation and 1st Holy Communion. If you wish 
for your child to receive the sacraments, please contact 
Sr. Stella at srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org or  
206-937-1488x252. 
 

Youth Confirmation 
 

Follow Youth Confirmation on Social Media! 
Instagram - @HR Youth Confirmation 
Snap Chat – HR_Youth   
 
Contact Bridget Bicek at 206-937-1488 x 299 for email 
at PAyouth@holyrosaryseattle.org for more info! 

Holy Rosary parishioners are welcome to join 

us in Olympia for the Washington State 

March for Life on January 21, 2020.  We have 

reserved a bus to pick up parishioners.  Pick 

up points are at St.Bernadette, St. Francis, 

and St. Philomena.  Please call Rose Rangel: 

206-475-9333 for more information and to 

reserve your seat. 

mailto:evangelization@holyrosaryseattle.org
mailto:srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org
mailto:srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org
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P a r i s h  L i f e  a n d  N e w s  

 2019 Holy Rosary Parish 

Advent Giving 
Tree 

This year we will be collecting gift cards, warm 
socks, gloves, hats, underwear, and new baby 
items for the Holy Rosary Women’s Shelter, St. 
Vincent de Paul, and “Prepares”. 

To learn more about the groups served this 
year, please stop by the Giving Tree and read 
about each agency’s dynamic mission. We 
hope that by serving a more focused group of 
recipients, our goodwill goes further. 
 

Please leave gift cards in the collection baskets 
or take to the parish office. Warm items can be 
left in the donation boxes or Traveling Crib. 
Final day for gift donations: December 15th.  

The Word was made Flesh . . .   

Following Baby Jesus in the Womb 
Weeks 37 and 38  

Ever since the Annunciation in March, the baby 
Jesus has been growing in His mother Mary's 

womb. 
The maximum amount of amniot-

ic fluid surrounds the baby at this 
time.  In the weeks to come, the 
baby will continue to grow, how-

ever, some amniotic fluid is reab-
sorbed by mother’s body.  This 

decreases the amount of fluid 
around baby and the room in 

which he has to move.  Mother 
may notice a difference of baby 
movements.  For some mothers, it 

may seem like baby is not moving 
as much as he had been. 

The baby weighs about 6¾ pounds and is around 
21 inches.  
Approximate due date: December 25 

 

Simbang Gabi   
A Filipino Advent Tradition  

 

One way that Holy Rosary celebrates Advent is by 
hosting a tradition from the Philippines: Simbang 

Gabi (which means Night Mass). This year, it will 

be on Saturday, December 21 starting at 5pm. 

There will be a procession with traditional Filipino 
star-shaped lanterns called parols to remind us of 

the star that guided the Magi to Jesus. After Mass, 

all are welcome to join us for the reception in 
Lanigan Gym. Please come and join us as we 

share with you our tradition including some of the 
Filipino food.  

B e sure of  this: if  the 

master of  the house had known the 

hour of  night when the thief  was 

coming, he would have stayed awake 

and not let his house be broken into.  

So too, you also must be prepared, for 

at an hour you do not expect, the Son 

of  Man will come.” —-Mt 24:43-44 
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Monday, December 2  

7:45 AM Word & Communion Service | Church 

6:30 PM Green Ministry Mtg | Reception Room  

6:30 PM  Pray the Rosary | Chapel 

7:00 PM Shoulder to Shoulder | Parish Basement 

Tuesday, December 3 

7:45 AM Mass | Church 

after Mass Tue AM Breakfast | Reception Room 

5:30 PM Confession | Church  

6:00 PM RCIA Teens | Reception Room  

6:00 PM Adult Confirmation | Music Room 

6:30 PM SVDP | Room 203 

Wednesday, December 4 

8:35 AM School Mass | Church 

9:30 AM Bible Study | Reception Room  

5:30 PM Women's Spirituality Group | Room 203 

7:15 PM Adult Choir Practice | Chapel 

7:15 PM Women With Purpose | Reception Room 

Thursday, December 5 

7:45 AM Mass | Church 

6:00 PM RCIA | Music Room 

7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice | Church 

Friday, December 6 

7:45 AM Anointing Mass| Church 

9:15 AM Women With Purpose | Reception Room 

8:00 AM  Adoration until 3 PM | Church 

6:30 PM Friday Night Men's AA | Reception Room 

Saturday, December 7 

7:00 AM Men's Group | Reception Room 

8:30 AM Catechetical Cert. Program | Reception Rm 

8:35 AM Mass | Church 

3:30 PM Confession | Church 

5:00 PM Vigil Mass | Church 

Weekly Calendar  

December 
8  Cantere Concert 
8 Family Advent Gathering 
9  Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

10  Seattle Christian HS Christmas Concert 
14 Esoterics Concert 
15 NW Boys Choir 
16  SunDance Performance 

19  Holy Rosary School Christmas Concert 
20  Seattle Girls Choir Concert 
21  Simbang Gabi  
22  NW Boys Choir 

 
 
 

 
December 6– John Toigo† 
December 7 Theresa Duncan† (5:00 pm) 
December 8 Holy Rosary Community (8:30 am) 
  John Picinich† (10:30 am) 

  Collection: 

November 18th collection:       $28,998 

Weekly budgeted collection:    $23,534 

The League of the Sacred Heart 
December meeting will be a 

Christmas potluck. Party is at noon 

(not 1:00 pm) on December 6th in 

the Parish Center Reception Room. 
A good time for all. Call Marie 

Miller at 206-932-7750 with 
questions.  

Join us for the blessing of the 

Advent wreath at the 8:30 and 

10:30 am Masses. 
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Baptism:  Contact Deyette Swegle at least two months in advance of your requested baptism date. 

Marriage:  Contact the Parish Office six months in advance of your requested wedding date. 

Funerals:  Contact the Parish Office 

Becoming Catholic:  Adults (over 18) contact Robert King; Children (age 7-18) contact Sr. Stella 
 

PASTOR: Fr. Matthew Oakland 

ADMINISTRATION: Ted Krembs (PAA@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 213 

ADULT EVANGELIZATION: Robert King (evangelization@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 203 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES—Baptism & Young Families: Deyette Swegle (dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 251 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES—1st Sacraments, Children & Youth: Sister Stella (srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 252 

LITURGY & MUSIC: Paul Dolejsi (pdolejsi@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 204 

PASTORAL ASSISTANT- Marriage: Sarah Goins (marriage@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 208 

BOOKKEEPER: Karen Edgin (HRBookkeeper@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 211 

ADMIN ASSISTANT & PRIVATE EVENTS: Melissa Tuthill (mtuthill@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 200 

ADMIN ASSISTANT— Bulletin and Calendaring: Libby Pickthorn (parishoffice@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 209 

PLANT MANAGER: Scott Stoefen (sstoefen@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 215 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: Anna Horton (ahorton@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 218 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: ext. 300 

WOMEN’S SHELTER: shelter@holyrosaryseattle.org 

YOUNG ADULTS: youngadults@holyrosaryseattle.org 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION: Bridget Bicek (PAyouth@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 299 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO PRINT THIS BULLETIN AT NO COST!  

Please contact us if we can be of service to you.  Call 206 -937-1488 and enter the extension  

 


