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Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

Seattle, Washington 

Welcome! 

December 22, 2019 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

COME WORSHIP WITH US! 
MASS TIMES: PLEASE SEE PG 6 FOR SEASONAL CHANGES. 

   Saturday Vigil at 5:00pm 

   Sunday at 8:30am and 10:30am  

   Tuesday, Thursday, Friday at 7:45am  

   Wednesday and Saturday at 8:35 am 

   Monday at 7:45am–Word and Communion Service 
 

 

RECONCILIATION IN THE CHURCH 

   Tuesdays from 5:30pm -6:30pm 

   Saturdays from 3:30pm - 4:30pm 

   or by appointment during office hours. 
 

 

COFFEE AND DONUTS 

   Sunday in the School Hall after the AM Masses.  

   Tuesday breakfast in the Parish Center Reception       

   Room after 7:45 AM Mass. 
 

 

PRAY THE ROSARY  

   Monday nights- Join us in the Parish Center    

   Chapel, 6:30-7:00pm. Rosaries and aids provided. 

 

FOR THE KIDS 

   Sunday—The Parish nursery is available during 

8:30 and 10:30am Masses. 

   Sunday-- Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)  

   meets during the 10:30am Mass. 
 

STAY IN THE LOOP 

   Join our email list! Send a message to   
   ParishOffice@holyrosaryseattle.org. 
 

   Learn more about Holy Rosary’s programs and      

   ministries at holyrosaryseattle.org. 
 

SPIRITUAL HELP 

   First Saturday of the Month 

   We pray in a special way for those who are sick    
   and offer the Sacrament of the Anointing of the    
   Sick for  those in need. Join us at 8:35 am in the   
   Church.  

   Submit a prayer request: 

    prayers@holyrosaryseattle.org. 

   Request a home visit:  

   homebound@holyrosaryseattle.org. 
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T h e  J o u r n e y  o f  F a i t h  w i t h  

Fr. Matthew Oakland 

In a few days, we will celebrate the joyous feast of 
Christmas.  At the Christmas Eve Mass, we will hear 
the story of Joseph, whose betrothed is pregnant.  
The angel of the Lord appears to him in a dream, 
revealing the unique identity of the child—
Emmanuel, God with us!  
 
There are two ways to approach the feast of 
Christmas.  One is to simply see what is before us:  a 
touching story of a husband and wife, a miraculous 
birth, a sweet baby, the Son of God.  All of this is 
true.  But is there more?  Is there a deeper meaning, a 
bigger story? 
 
Christmas doesn’t exist in isolation, but is one part of 
the plan of God.  To understand this, as we hear the 
opening words of Matthew’s Gospel at Christmas 
Eve, it is good to also remember the final words of 
his Gospel, which come from Jesus Himself: 
 

“All power in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me.  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you.  

And behold, I am with you always, until the end of 

the age.”  

    -Matthew 28:18-20 

 
There is an ancient dictum, which Stephen Covey 
included in his The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People:  

Begin with the end in mind.   
 
The real beginning is the Annunciation, on March 
25th, when Jesus is incarnate in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary.  At that moment His life on earth 
began.  However, we generally focus on Christmas, 
Jesus’ birth and revelation to the world.  But why?  
Where is He going?  Where is He leading us? 
 
We are invited to become a part of that wider story 
which extends far beyond Bethlehem.  While it is 
good to join with the Shepherds and the Magi to 
journey there, to worship and adore, it becomes 
meaningless unless we continue to worship and 
adore the Son of God on every other day of the year 
as we choose to live with Him here and now, in 
hopes that we might live with Him forever. 
 
 

However, Jesus doesn't just 
invite us to worship and 
adore.  The closing words of 
Jesus act as a Mission 
Statement for all who call 
themselves disciples.  It is 
never just about me and 
Jesus.  He calls us into relationship, through Him, 
with one another.  And sharing in His life, we also 
share in His mission.  Having ascended, He entrusts 
the work to the children of God to continue—the 
family business.  We are called to bring others to 
Christ, and through Him to the Father.  To help us 
with this, Jesus promised the forthcoming gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
As we celebrate Christmas this week, and all 
throughout the year, let us remember that what Jesus 
is inviting us to is something much more than just 
encountering Him in Bethlehem—but encountering 
Him everywhere in our lives, and making Him 
known and loved in the world.   
 
I hope all of you have a blessed Christmas—on 
December 25th, and on all the days that follow. 
 
That is our mission as individuals, and it is also our 
mission as a parish community.  During the coming 
year, Holy Rosary will be creating a plan for our 
future, as we listen to God’s voice and seek how He 
is calling us to manifest His presence in the world.  If 
our goal is Heaven, we need clear sight—a 20/20 
vision of what that path to Heaven looks like for us 
as a community.  Where do we need to grow most?  
What needs bolstering, what needs creating, and 
what would we like to focus on or emphasize?  A 
Strategic Plan helps guide us on our way, grounded 
in prayer, in discernment, in listening to the 
community, but even more listening to the voice of 
God as we continue His work in West Seattle.   
If you are interested in assisting in this process, 
Contact:  planning@holyrosaryseattle.org . 

Traveling for Christmas?   

Be sure to check www.masstimes.org to  

find a church near you.  You can look up Christmas 

Mass times, or those for  

the Feast of the Holy Family next Sunday. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/28/#48028019-1
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G r o w i n g  i n  C h r i s t  

Holy Rosary School—SPIRIT AND MIND ignited 

P a r i s h  &  C o m m u n i t y  

The Word was made Flesh . . .   

Following Baby Jesus in the Womb 
Weeks 39 and 40  

Ever since the Annunciation in March, the baby 

Jesus has been growing in His mother Mary's womb. 

Baby weighs slightly more than 7 pounds, on 
average, and baby’s total length is about 21 inches.  

There is little room for baby to move yet he 
continues to gain weight even up to the last week or 

two.  At this point, his organ systems are developed 

and in place.  The lungs are the last organs to 
mature. The child triggers labor, and birth occurs an 

average of 264 – 270 days after conception.  
Approximate due date: December 25 

We have followed 

baby’s development 

from conception to 

birth! 

Happy Birthday, 

 Baby Jesus!!! 

 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

This week, we celebrate 

St. Joseph, the husband 
of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary and foster-father of 
Our Lord Jesus. We 

know little about him, 
except that he was a 
carpenter and that God 

spoke to him in dreams. 
But he has become the 

patron of everything 
from laborers to realtors to travelers. He is 

especially a good patron for families. His life 
reminds us that we don’t need to accomplish 
extraordinary things, but that God can use our 

ordinary lives of work, family, and community to 
deliver his love and provision to the world. We 

can pray for St. Joseph’s guidance on all our 
activities in every aspect of our lives. His main 

feast is on March 19.  

Holy Rosary School is on Christmas Break!  Our 8th 
grade leadership class led the Friday Christmas Break 
send-off, which included skits and Christmas 
caroling.  We will be back in session on Monday, 
January 6th.  We had a lovely Christmas Program last 
Thursday where grades Kindergarten - 8th grade sang as well as a performance 
by our school Band class.  The Preschool 3s and PreKindergarten classes also 

had their own sweet Christmas Program the previous Tuesday.  The staff at Holy Rosary School wishes everyone 
a safe and blessed Christmas Vacation and we will see you when we return in 2020!  

We are currently taking nominations for the 20/21 '“Champion of Holy Rosary School” award.   Do you know 
someone who is a true champion of our school?  Or someone who has made their mark in part because of the 
Catholic education they received here?  Send in your nominations to Jennifer Kokkonis by January 
10th (jkokkonis@holyrosaryws.org).  With your nomination please send the individual's name, their affiliation 
with our school, and why you believe they are a "Champion" of Holy Rosary School.  

 At Holy Rosary School, tradition and innovation converge to provide a leading-edge education that is grounded 
in the Catholic faith. Students are engaged by enthusiastic teachers who provide hands-on curricula designed to 
spark creativity and encourage critical thinking. Each child is given room to discover and develop their own 
unique gifts. At every grade level, faith meets action through service and the teaching of compassion and social 
justice. Holy Rosary’s tight-knit community of passionate teachers and engaged parents creates a safe place where 
students become leaders from the inside out. 

 For more information, contact the School Office: 206-937-7255 or admissions@holyrosaryws.org . 

mailto:jkokkonis@holyrosaryws.org
mailto:admissions@holyrosaryws.org
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F a i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

We offer many ways to celebrate and grow closer to the risen Christ 

Opportunities for Adults 

New Women with Purpose Session starting in 

January, The Story of Ruth 

All women are invited to join our next Women with 

Purpose session as we read a scripture study on the 

Story of Ruth. The session is 6 weeks long and starts 
the second week of January.  We have two sessions 

available, Wednesday evenings at 7:15pm or Friday 

mornings at 9:15am (childcare provided).   

Learn More about Women with Purpose at 

holyrosaryseattle.org 

Register online at  

holyrosaryseattle.org/wwp-registration 

Questions or need a book? Email 

Dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org 

 

Inquiry – Do family or friends ask you about 

Christianity or your Catholic faith at this time of 

year? Invite them to Inquiry: an open-ended 
discussion of life, the universe, and everything from 

a Catholic point of view! All are welcome and no 

topic is off limits! This is also the starting point for 
anyone interested in becoming Catholic. We meet 

twice a month in the Parish Office. Our next meeting 

is January 14th. Our topic will be, “New Year’s 

Resolutions”.  Contact Robert King for more 

information. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study  
We will be starting a new study in the new year! If 
you are interested in Bible Study, please sign up on 
our website at: 
holyrosaryseattle.org/adult-scripture-study  
or join us at 9:30am (or after Mass) on Wednesday 
mornings in the Parish Center! If you are interested 
in Bible Study but can’t make it Wednesday 
mornings, please contact Robert King at 206-937-
1488 x203 or evangelization@holyrosaryseattle.org. 

 

Monday Night Rosary – Join us in the Parish Center 

Chapel on Monday nights from 6:30-7:00pm to 
pray the Rosary. This is a great way to celebrate 
Holy Rosary’s Patron Mary by praying the Rosary. 
Aids and rosaries provided. No Rosary on Dec. 23. 

Opportunities for Youth 

RCIA Adapted for Children -Holy Rosary 

Church welcomes children ages 7 –18 years old 
who have never been baptized, along with their 
families, on a journey of preparation for initiation 
into the Catholic Church. If interested in RCIA 

and becoming Catholic, please contact Sr. Stella 

at srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org or  
206-937-1488 x252. 
 

Children’s Faith Formation/ 

Sunday School (“CFF”) provides faith-based 

classroom education opportunities for children of 
the Parish. Classes are offered from preschool to 
6th grade. School Year 2019-2020 registration is 
already open online. For more information 
contact Sr. Stella at srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org 
or  206-937-1488 x252. 

 

Sacramental II Preparation 

Preparation has begun! This is part of the 
preparation for our children both in the school 
and parish who are preparing themselves to 
receive the sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 
1st Holy Communion. If you wish for your child 
to receive the sacraments, please contact Sr. Stella 
at srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org or  
206-937-1488x252. 
 
Youth Confirmation 

We wish all families and teens Happy Advent and 
Merry Christmas! Confirmation sessions will 

resume in January. 
 

Follow Youth Confirmation on Social Media! 

Instagram -- @HR Youth Confirmation 
Snap Chat – HR_Youth   
 

Contact Bridget Bicek at 206-937-1488 x 299 for 
email at 

http://holyrosaryseattle.org
http://holyrosaryseattle.org/wwp-registration
mailto:Dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org
mailto:evangelization@holyrosaryseattle.org
mailto:srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org
mailto:srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org
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Would your child like to help at Mass? 
We are looking for Children/Families to 
hand out Candy Canes at the end of our 
Christmas Masses on Dec. 24 (5:00pm, 
8:00pm and 11:00pm) and at Christmas 
Day Mass at 9:00am. This is a fun way for 
children to help at Christmas.  Questions, 
please email Deyette at 
Dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org 
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?
go=w.manageSignUp#/23219077/publish/ 

Caring for Our 
Common Home 

Be sure to clean the lint 

filter on your clothes dryer 
regularly. The average U.S. household spends up 

to $135 a year in energy costs drying clothes, and 
a dirty lint filter can use 30 percent more energy. 

P a r i s h  L i f e  a n d  N e w s  

Year-End Donations 

 

Any gifts you want credited to the 2019 calendar year 

for tax purposes need to be received by  

December 31, 2019.   

1. Online Donations:  Transaction must be completed 

on December 31st or earlier (not immediate). 

2. Donations in Person:  Must be turned into the 

office or placed in the collection on December 31st or 
earlier. 

3. Mail:  The postmark must read December 31st or 

earlier. 
Even if your credit card isn’t charged, the mail doesn’t 
arrive or your check isn’t cashed until after January 1st, 
the above qualify as tax year 2019 donations under 
IRS guidelines. 
 

Please visit the links  below for the appropriate online 
giving portals: 
 

Holy Rosary Parish or School - 
osvonlinegiving.com/4255 
 

Annual Catholic Appeal -  
seattlearchdiocese.org/donate 
 

Called to Serve as Christ Capital Campaign - 
donate.seattlearchdiocese.org/called-to-serve-payment 
 

Called to Serve as Christ Capital Campaign – Direct 

to School Major Projects for Corporate Matching 

Only – 
osvonlinegiving.com/4255 
 

Donations to the Annual Catholic Appeal or Called 

to Serve as Christ Campaign can be mailed to: 
Archdiocese of Seattle 
710th Ave, Seattle 98104 
 

Donating by Other Means? 
Donating stock to a non-profit can save you from 
paying capital gains tax on the appreciated value if 
you’ve held the stock for at least year.  
Call 206-382-4845 for further instructions/details on 
donating stock to the parish or an archdiocesan 
campaign. 
 

If you are 70½ or older, there are potential tax benefits 
when you transfer funds from your IRA directly to a 
charity – contact your IRA plan administrator for 
information. 
 

Thank you for your support of the work and ministry 

of Jesus Christ!  We couldn’t do it without you! 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Oakland 

Advent Giving Tree Update 

Thank you to everyone who so generously gave to our 
Giving Tree this year. We collected nearly 300 gift 
cards totaling close to $7,500. We also collected many 
boxes of diapers, wipes, onesies, and adult gloves and 
socks.  The Holy Rosary community provided children 
and their families with gifts and groceries. The women 
who visit our shelter each weekend will be able to 
purchase food, clothing, and even get out of the cold to 
enjoy a movie or two.  

More than gifts, what the Holy Rosary family gave was 

the comfort and joy of Christmas to others in our 
community. The generosity of all of you was 
overwhelming. Thank you.  

mailto:Dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.manageSignUp#/23219077/publish/
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.manageSignUp#/23219077/publish/
http://www.osvonlinegiving.com/4255
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/donate


6 4139 42nd Ave SW  ◆   Seattle, WA  98116  ◆   206-935-8353  ◆   www.holyrosaryseattle.org  

 

 

Monday, December 23 

7:45 AM Word and Communion | Chapel 

7:00 PM  Music Practice | Church 

7:15 PM Adult Choir Practice | Chapel 

Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve 

5:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass | Church  

8:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass | Church 

11:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass | Church 

Wednesday, December 25 Merry Christmas! 

9:00 AM Christmas Day Mass | Church  

Thursday, December 26 

7:45 AM Word and Communion | Chapel 

7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice | Church 

Friday, December 27 

7:45 AM  Word and Communion | Chapel 

6:30 PM Friday Night Men's AA | Reception Room 

Saturday, December 28 

8:35 AM Word and Communion | Chapel 

2:30 PM  Baptism Liturgy | Church 

5:00 PM Mass | Church 

Weekly Calendar  

December 
23-27  Parish Office Closed 
25   Christmas  
26,27,28 No AM Mass (Word and Communion offered) 

29  Holy Family 
31 The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  

January Happy New Year! 
1 The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

5 Epiphany  

 
 
 
 

December 22     Giovanni Tarabochia † (8:30 am) 
               Alex Escandar † (10:30 am) 
December 24      Robert and Alice Formea † (5:00 pm) 

December 25 Romano Picinich † (9:00 am) 
December 28 Joanne Lundeen 
December 29 John Skrivanic† (10:30 am) 
December 31 Romano Picinich† 

Collection: 

December 8th collection:       $29,281 

Weekly budgeted collection:    $23,534 

Holy Rosary Parish Nursery Open for Christmas Eve 

5:00pm Mass and all Sundays in December  

Our regular Parish Nursery 
will be open for children 

age 1 and walking up to 
Kindergarten at our 

Christmas Eve 5:00pm 
Mass. Nursery is located in 

the Parish Center basement, 
and Preschool.  Ring the doorbell at the door 
facing Genesee St.  We will also be open all 

Sundays in December at our 8:30am and 10:30am 
Masses. We always have two childcare givers 

who are background checked and CPR/1st Aid 
certified. For questions regarding the Nursery, 

please email Deyette at 
Dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org. 

CYO Summer Camp Registration is Open! 

Give the gift of fun experiences and lifetime 
memories.  CYO Summer camp registration  

is open!  www.cyo.camp/summer 

JANUARY 5 

Join the Croatian community and Bishop 

Mueggenborg at the 10:30 am Mass for 

worship. Dalmatian feast in Lanigan Gym 

to follow. All are welcome! 

mailto:Dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org
http://www.cyo.camp/summer
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Baptism:  Contact Deyette Swegle at least two months in advance of your requested baptism date. 

Marriage:  Contact the Parish Office six months in advance of your requested wedding date. 

Funerals:  Contact the Parish Office 

Becoming Catholic:  Adults (over 18) contact Robert King; Children (age 7-18) contact Sr. Stella 
 

PASTOR: Fr. Matthew Oakland 

ADMINISTRATION: Ted Krembs (PAA@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 213 

ADULT EVANGELIZATION: Robert King (evangelization@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 203 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES—Baptism & Young Families: Deyette Swegle (dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 251 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES—1st Sacraments, Children & Youth: Sister Stella (srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 252 

LITURGY & MUSIC: Paul Dolejsi (pdolejsi@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 204 

PASTORAL ASSISTANT- Marriage: Sarah Goins (marriage@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 208 

BOOKKEEPER: Karen Edgin (HRBookkeeper@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 211 

ADMIN ASSISTANT & PRIVATE EVENTS: Melissa Tuthill (mtuthill@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 200 

ADMIN ASSISTANT— Bulletin and Calendaring: Libby Pickthorn (parishoffice@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 209 

PLANT MANAGER: Scott Stoefen (sstoefen@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 215 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: Anna Horton (ahorton@holyrosaryws.org), ext. 218 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: ext. 300 

WOMEN’S SHELTER: shelter@holyrosaryseattle.org 

YOUNG ADULTS: youngadults@holyrosaryseattle.org 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION: Bridget Bicek (PAyouth@holyrosaryseattle.org), ext. 299 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO PRINT THIS BULLETIN AT NO COST!  

Please contact us if we can be of service to you.  Call 206 -937-1488 and enter the extension  

 


