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D o not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy  
that will be for all the people.  For today in the city of David  

a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.  (Lk. 2:10-11)  
 

Dear Christian Faithful, 
 

I greet you with joy this Christmastide as we celebrate the good news that brings us 

great joy—Jesus Christ is born.  Our Savior and Lord has drawn near to His people.  

His light has come to banish the darkness, His love to cast out all fear, His mercy to forgive our sins, as we 

are filled with hope in the promise of Heaven. 
 

We can always use good news, but that feels especially true this year as much our life has been impacted 

by a worldwide pandemic.  But today in the city of David, a savior has been for us, and we can ask for no 

sweeter gift.  That God would become flesh is pretty incredible.  That God would be incarnate for our 

sake, more incredible still.  But it is also a wonderful reminder that it is in and through this world that we 

are called to encounter the Lord Jesus who is always with us—that in some ways, everyday is Christmas. 
 

I see our Creator as I look out upon the majestic water to the west, or the beautiful mountains to the east.  

I see the Lord in our midst, too, in the downtown cityscape and on our little island home here in West 

Seattle as we share in the work of God our Creator.  But most of all, it is God’s people—His loved ones—

who continue to make Him present and known by their own kindness and love to each other.  It has been 

one of the lights that has shone in the darkness of the 

pandemic, as we seek new ways to remain united even when 

we are apart, as we take extra delight in good news and 

perhaps look for it more intentionally, as God becomes 

manifest through us for one another.  Everyday is Christmas. 
 

As we so often get pulled in many directions, this year we 

have been invited—even if by force—to focus on that which is 

essential.  While in some ways that has been difficult as we 

miss many things, it is also a gift as we are given opportunity 

to cherish those who are closest to us, and as we are reminded 

of our need of our Savior.  We were ultimately not created for 

this earth, filled as it is with its blessings but also its 

challenges—but for Heaven for which we long, with its perfect 

peace and joy.  Jesus came as a child, and continues to come 

each day, to leads us there.  Everyday is Christmas. 
 

This Christmastide, Jesus Christ has come, but in truth He is 

always coming into our world, in part through us.  As 

sentinels of the dawn, who seek His presence in our midst, let 

us cry out as God draws near to us.  Let us share that good 

news with others in word and deed, that our world might be 

enlightened by God’s love.  Let us together shout with joy as 

Jesus comes — for today is Christmas. 
 

 

Yours In Christ,   

Fr. Matthew Oakland 

   M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S  

T o g e t h e r  w e  s h o u t  f o r  j o y !  

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him  
who brings glad tidings, 

announcing peace,  
bearing good news, 

announcing salvation,  
and saying to Zion, 
“Your God is King!” 

Hark!  Your sentinels raise a cry, 
together they shout for joy, 

for they see directly,  
before their eyes, 

the LORD restoring Zion. 
Break out together in song, 

O ruins of Jerusalem! 
For the LORD comforts his people, 

he redeems Jerusalem. 
The LORD has bared his holy arm 

in the sight of all the nations; 
all the ends of the earth will behold 

the salvation of our God. 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
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 Hold Jesus in Your Arms 
 

T he children’s kissing 
song goes: first comes 

love, then comes marriage, 
then comes baby in the baby 
carriage! Birth is a common 
part of our lives. We were 
born. We remember the birth 
of our own children, held our 
loved ones’ newborns in our 
arms, and have witnessed the 
joy of our friends and family 
who have announced their 
pregnancies and shared 
newborn photos on social 

media.  
 

Why is it a cause for celebration if birth is so common to 
all peoples and all times of human history? The answer is 
that the birth of a child is not just a biological process or 
necessity. It is miraculous sign of love that brings hope for 
the future and the expectation of a new beginning and a 
new chapter in a couple’s life as husband and wife and 
now, as parents. This joy redounds to the whole 
community of aunts, uncles and grandparents who are 
equally touched by the excitement and hope that a new 
baby in the family brings. That is why the family is the 
considered a symbol of love.  
 

Jesus’ birth is the same, but the world had been waiting 
much longer than nine months for his coming. It had been 
prophesied from ancient days that the child to be born 
would be the salvation of all creation—Hope itself. In the 
darkest hour, Jesus was born in the piercing cold, and He 
comes to us in our darkest hours as an adorable baby with 
a promise of never-ending love. As Mary received her 
child and loved Him, He wants you to love Him like you 
would love a newborn baby that was placed into your 
arms. Every other hope or promise is only a sign of the 
hope which Christ’s birth actually gives us. He is giving us 
the promise of eternal life with Him and of life even after 
we die.  
 

Christ’s birth means that in our darkest hours of suffering, 
and eventually of our own death, God will come to us like 
a longed-for newborn baby and call us to hope through our 
sufferings. Reflect on this when you see the most touching 
image of Christmas: the manger scene with the baby Jesus 
swaddled up in the hay and Mary and Joseph huddled 
around Him in awe and adoration. In the silence of that 
cold night, say to the Infant Jesus, “Thank you for coming 
to me. I welcome you into my arms, and I love you.” 
 

Sarah Goins, Pastoral Asst. for Marriage 
marriage@holyrosaryseattle.org 

T 
oday marks the end of the 
Advent season and the 
beginning of the Christmas 
season. We have lit four 

candles these past four weeks and 
asked God to help us be present to 
our neighbors and friends. Now in 
the Christmas season we are called 
to be Christ in the flesh to our 
world.  Let us pray... 

God,  
you became human  

through the obedience of a simple young 
woman named Mary. 

 

Mary is our model of faith. 
May we be faithful to your word  

as Mary was. 
 

Give us the courage to face each day 
with the yes that Mary gave to you. 

We ask this through the incarnate God, 
who comes to us again during   

this Christmas season. 
Amen. 
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Grieving At Christmas 
 

“H appy Thanksgiving!” “Merry Christmas!” 
“Happy New Year!” As the end of the year 

approaches, everywhere we turn someone is telling us 
we should be happy. 
 

But for those who’ve recently lost someone they love, 
the holidays can seem more like something to survive 
than to enjoy. The traditions and events that can add 
so much joy and meaning to the season are punctuated 
with painful reminders of the person 
we love who is not here to share in it. 
Many have wished they could find a 
quiet place to hide until January 2. 
 

While those of us who surround 
grieving people can’t fix the pain of 
loss, we can bring comfort as we 
come alongside those who hurt with special sensitivity 
to what grief is like during the holidays.  
 

In “O Holy Night,” we sing, “A thrill of hope, the 
weary world rejoices.” Grieving people around you 
feel the weariness of life and death in this world and 
wonder how anyone around them can rejoice. They 
are in desperate need of the reality of Christ to break 
through their loneliness and despair. While we don’t 
want to preach at them, we do look for the opportunity 

to share with them the comfort and joy to be found in 
the coming of God himself in Christ to rescue us. 
 

The life of Jesus that began in a wooden cradle will 
culminate in death on a wooden cross. But it will not 
be a senseless, meaningless death. It will be a death-
conquering death, followed by new resurrection life. 
The writer of Hebrews explains, “The Son became 
flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he 
die, and only by dying could he break the power of the 
devil, who had the power of death” (Hebrews 2:14 

NLT). The power death has now, to 
bring so much sorrow, will not be the 
way it is forever. What Christ set in 
motion when he defeated death at his 
first coming will come to its full 
fruition when he comes again. 
 

This is our great hope at Christmas, 
and the hope we have to share with those who are 
grieving at Christmas — that “yonder breaks a new 
and glorious morn.” The Christ who came as a baby 
and died as our substitute will one day return to 
consummate his kingdom. And when he does, “he will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore” (Revelation 21:4). 
 

—Excerpt from Nancy Guthrie, www.desiringgod.org 

You Are Created for Heaven 

T he Christmas season is not just a remembrance of Jesus' birth, it is 
a prefigurement of Jesus' second coming. To fully embrace the 

graces Jesus desires to pour into your heart this Christmas season, I 
recommend the following acts of worship and prayer.  

First, offer up praise and gratitude to a God who loves you so much 
that He entered fully into your humanity. The salvation of Jesus 
Christ should always be personally experienced by every believer; Jesus 

died for all of humanity, and that includes YOU. The Word Made 
Flesh took on every part of YOUR human experience—except sin—
and redeemed it. I invite you to think about your most difficult trial 
right now. Jesus experienced this and redeemed it. Thank God for this 
gift. The trials and turns of COVID-19 do not blot out the gift of Jesus' 
salvation and grace. 

Second, the Christmas liturgical season is a reminder that you are 
created for Heaven. One day Jesus will return and bring you to your 
eternal home. Thank God for becoming man AND promising to 
return again. Every hardship, suffering, and cross will either lead you 
to bitterness and resentment or it will lead you closer to the promise of 
Heaven. Commit yourself to gratitude this Christmas Season and 
begin to experience the promise of Heaven on Earth.  

Bridget Bicek, Youth Minister,  PAY@holyrosaryseattle.org 

West Seattle  

Catholic Youth Ministry  
Holy Rosary and Our Lady of 

Guadalupe are excited to collaborate 
this Winter semester and offer a range 
of fun activities, service opportunities, 
and faith events for all middle school 

and high school students and their 

family.  Visit https://tinyurl.com/

yxu7p3z5  to sign up for events!  
 

Youth Confirmation 
All baptized 7th-12th graders who have 
not been confirmed can register for the 

2020 - 2021 Youth Confirmation 
program. The program will start in 

January of 2021 and conclude in May 
of 2021 with the Confirmation 

Ceremony. For more information, 
including registration go to  

holyrosaryseattle.org/youth-

confirmation . 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Heb%202.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Heb%202.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2021.4
https://tinyurl.com/yxu7p3z5
https://tinyurl.com/yxu7p3z5
holyrosaryseattle.org/youth-confirmation
holyrosaryseattle.org/youth-confirmation
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They shall name him 

Emmanuel 

C hristmas has finally arrived!  Maybe your 
family has been preparing even before Advent 

officially began on Sunday, November 29, 2020. 
Now that Christmas is here, are you asking 
yourself, “Now what?”  Especially during our 
challenging 2020 year, we often hear the phrase, “I 
can’t wait for this year to be over.”   
 

How can we embrace our Catholic liturgical 
Christmas Season and share with our children what 
it means? The four weeks of Advent are about 
preparing, waiting and watching for Jesus to be 
born.  We count down to Christmas with Advent 
candles and calendars, decorating , baking, and 
wrapping presents among many 
other activities. 
 

What happens after Christmas 
morning?  Are we celebrating 
God’s gift to the world?  This 
year, how will you celebrate that 
“God is with us”.  Let’s look to 
the 12 days of our Christmas 
season as way to practice and 
celebrate God’s precious gift.  
 

Here are a few ways to celebrate 
Christmas through the Epiphany 
of the Lord observed on Sunday, 
January 3, 2021.  Find a new 
tradition or two to help your family bring the 
“Season of Christmas” alive in your home. 
 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  and 

they shall name him Emmanuel, which means God 

is with us.”  Matthew 1:23  
 

12 Christmas Days-Paper Chain 

To help your children keep track of the 12 days of 
Christmas make a simple paper chain of 12 loops. 
On each paper loop, you can write scripture verses 
or simple activities you can do together as a family 
such as reading the nativity story or making 
popcorn balls.  Read about St. Stephen on his feast 
day of December 26 and have a family celebration 
to honor the feast of the Holy Family on December 
29.  For more ideas on Christmas paper chains - 

www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/for-families1.html 
 

Celebrate with Light 

Light a white candle to represent the light of Jesus 
every night.  Talk about how Jesus is the light and  

all the ways each of us can be the light, especially 
during challenging times.  Light your child’s 
Baptism candle and talk about their Baptism and 
how they received the “light of Christ” at their 
Baptism.  

 

Celebrate the Journey of the Magi 

Have the 3 wiseman of your Nativity set travel 
closer each day to Jesus in the manger. The 
morning of Epiphany, which we will celebrate on 
Sunday, January 3, have the Magi arrive to adore 
Jesus. Make sugar cookies with a star cookie cutter. 
While decorating talk about how the Magi followed 
the star and read from the bible Matthew 2:1-12. 

For other Epiphany activity ideas visit  
www.thekennedyadventures.com. 

 

What Can I Bring? 

Christmas is Jesus' birthday, and 
children want to give the Child a 
present. Christina Rosetti's poem, 
"What Can I Give Him?" is 
appealing, easy to memorize, and 
answers the little one who wants 
to give Jesus something special. 
Here is another simple poem 
written by Harold and Eleanor 
Farjeon, "Our Brother is Born." 
Recite these with pictures or a 
creche in front of the child for 
visualization. Feasting for Festivals by 

Jan Wilson, Lion Publishing Co. 
 

 

What Can I Give Him? 
What can I give Him,  

Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, 

I would bring a lamb;  

If I were a wise man, 
I would do my part; 

Yet what can I give Him? 
Give my heart.   

Our Brother Is Born 
Now every child that dwells on earth, 

Stand up, stand up and sing: 
The passing night has given birth 

Unto the children’s King. 
Sing sweet is the flute, 
Sing clear is the horn 

Sing joy for the children, 
Come Christmas morn: 

Little Christ Jesus 
Our Brother is born! 

http://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/for-families1.html
http://www.thekennedyadventures.com
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HOLY ROSARY MASS SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
5:00 PM  

 

SUNDAY MASSES 
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM (Livestream) 

 

Registration is required for Mass at this time to 
make sure we are not over capacity.  Please sign 

up by visiting our website at 
holyrosaryseattle.org or call the office at  

206-935-8353. Livestreams and previously 
recorded videos can be viewed at  

www.vimeo.com/holyrosary or  

www.facebook.com/HolyRosaryWestSeattle.   

The Symbols of Christmas  

 

The Manger & Nativity Scene 

History– St. Francis of Assisi visited 
Bethlehem and wanted to recreate the 
experience for others back in Italy. The 
practice became popular and later on, figures 
were used instead of people and animals. 

The First Manger– It is said that the first nativity scene 
was built in Naples, Italy in late fifteenth century and was 
made of clay figures.  

Expansion– Charles III ordered the mangers to be spread 
throughout the Spanish and Italic kingdoms. The 
Franciscan friars carried this tradition to America.  

Nowadays– The figures of a nativity scene can be of 
different sizes and they represent the different scenes of 
the birth of Baby Jesus.  

Poinsettias 

History- Legend has it that a young girl 
named Pepita was upset because she had no 
gift for the baby Jesus. When she was told 
that Jesus would love any present she had to 

offer, she picked weeds that she put near a nativity scene.  
The weeds transformed into the lovely red flowers we 
now know as red poinsettia.  

Expansion-The poinsettia plant, native to Central 
America, was named after Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first-
ever U.S. ambassador to Mexico, who brought them 
home in the early 1800s. 

Nowadays–Displaying poinsettias for Christmas didn’t 
become a U.S. tradition until over 100 years later. An 
entrepreneur sent them to TV studios across the country 
to promote the idea, and the rest is, as they say, history.  

The Christmas Tree 

History– The Germans believed that the world 
was held in the branches of a tree called “god 
Odin”. Each winter solstice, they worshipped the 
tree by decorating it with torches.  

Christian Origins– It is said that St. Boniface knocked 
down the tree and planted a pine, symbol of God’s 
everlasting love. He decorated it with apples (sin) and 
candles (the light of Christ). 

Expansion– This tradition spread throughout Europe in 
the Middles Ages and, with the conquests and migration, 
arrived to America. Gradually, this tradition evolved.  

Nowadays– Apples were replaced by spheres and the 
candles by lights, which represent the joy and light that 
Jesus brought the world. -Information from CATHOLIC.NET 

A  P R A Y E R  F O R  

T H E  N E W  Y E A R  

B egin by inviting family members to gather 
around the Christmas tree. Pray the Sign of 

the Cross. Have family members hold their 
calendars up for all to see, and offer the 
following prayer- 

 

God of all time, on this New Year’s Day we place the 
days and months of the new year into your hands,  

we pray- 
LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.  

 

Fill our days with the blessings of family,  
friendship, laughter, and love, we pray - 
 LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.  

 

Show us ways to spend our time serving  
your children in need, we pray - 

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.  
 

Help us appreciate the time we have to listen to your 
Word and to talk with you in prayer, we pray –  

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.  

http://www.holyrosaryseattle.org
http://www.vimeo.com/holyrosary
http://www.facebook.com/HolyRosaryWestSeattle
https://greenglobaltravel.com/things-to-do-in-cancun-nature/
https://www.rd.com/culture/poinsettias-official-christmas-flower/
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 How can we keep the Christmas spirit alive at Holy Rosary?  

Every Catholic parish exists to support your faith throughout your life. At Holy Rosary, we 
gather to receive the Sacraments, to grow in our understanding and faith, to share our lives 

and to serve the needs of others. If we can be of any assistance to you, please contact us.  

To learn more about the 
Catholic Faith   

 

School Enrollment:  
Anna Horton, Principal 
ahorton@holyrosaryws.org  

 

Children: Sr. Stella Abellon: 
srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org   

 

Youth: Bridget Bicek 
payouth@holyrosaryseattle.org  

 

Adults: Fr. Oakland 
froakland@holyrosaryseattle.org 

To Prepare for Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Children:  
Deyette Swegle 

dswegle@holyrosaryseattle.org  
 

First Confession & 
Communion: Sr. Stella 

srstella@holyrosaryseattle.org  
 

Confirmation:  
Bridget Bicek 

payouth@holyrosaryseattle.org  
 

Marriage: Sarah Goins 
marriage@holyrosaryseattle.org  

To make an appointment 
with Fr. Oakland  

 

Melissa Tuthill 
mtuthill@holyrosaryseattle.org  

 
For all other inquiries, call 

the Parish Office at  
206-935-8353  
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