
    
   
   

 

 
  

 

   
   

 

  



2020: A Year to Remember 
 

Dear Friends, 

I thank everyone who received this bulletin and took the time to read my letter. I am grateful.  I am 

grateful for all the business owners and Diocesan, who make this bulletin a reality. I ask that you 

please thank and support the business owners who support Saint Isidore the Farmer with ads for 

the bulletin. I thank Jennifer Greenawald, our bulletin editor.  The six parishes of Saint Alphonsus, 

Saint Ann, Saint Columbkille, Saint Michael. Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint Patrick were grouped 

together and we were given the number 329. On July 1, 2020 all six parishes were combined 

together and we were given the new name by Bishop David Zubik of Saint Isidore the Farmer. Saint 

Isidore was from Madrid, Spain. He lived from 1081-1172.  He loved the Lord  Jesus and especially 

Mass. He loved his wife Maria, the land, and the poor.  Saint Isidore and Maria lost their son at an 

early age. Parents who have lost children can look to them for strength. These are beautiful actions 

that we can follow in our lives. The names of the six Church buildings have NOT been changed and 

all six Church buildings are open for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Daily and ten (10) weekend or 

Sunday Masses. Fr. Zach and I serve all the good people of Saint Isidore the Farmer and Fr. Ben, 

who serves as full time Judicial Vicar for Bishop Zubik and the entire Diocese of Pittsburgh assists 

on the weekends. The three priest have a combined 80 years of priestly service for the good people 

of the Diocese of Pittsburgh and especially now in western Allegheny and western Washington 

Counties.   

The pandemic has challenged us and it has changed us. I am sorry for anyone who lost a loved one 

or friend. Our funeral directors have assisted families during these difficult days. I thank them for 

their service. I thank our military personnel, first responders and those on the front lines of life.  I 

hope everyone will and has recovered from the virus. I am grateful for the vaccine. It is a message 

of hope. I had to learn a new way to minister and serve you. I was honored to celebrate the 

Sacrament of Confirmation this year. I am grateful for the staff, ministers and volunteers. Everyone 

has adapted to new ways. I am grateful for the dedication of our teams that give so much of their 

time so we can celebrate Mass and receive Holy Communion. Many, Many Thanks!! 

I am grateful for the Pastoral and Finance Councils who serve us well. The ministry and the projects 

that have and will be completed are a sign of their dedication to our new parish. I thank the teams 

who built the  manger scenes in the six locations. The message of the Birth of Jesus is seen on 

Routes 18, 30, 980, Noblestown Road, Grant Street and Highland Avenue. Signs will be 

constructed in the near future that will give each location the opportunity to announce                

Saint Isidore the Farmer Parish and share a spiritual message to all travelers. 

I am grateful for all the Church decorators and all the Christmas flowers donations that were given 

by  everyone. Family night bags were distributed at three food pantries and many baby items were 

given to Life-Line. Thank You! I am grateful for Saint Isidore the Farmer Saint Vincent de Paul, 

Ladies of Charity, Men Club, and Holy Name. May they be blessed in their ministry in 2021. 

I thank you for your prayers, encouragement, support and  financial contributions. 

On behalf of Fr. Zach, Fr. Ben, and our staff, I wish each and everyone of you a Blessed and Holy 

Christmas! 

 

Fr. Harry R. Bielewicz 
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Liturgy Schedule and Mass Intentions 
Saturday, December 26 

  Vigil for Sunday 
 4:00 pm  Mary Lou Danieli by Carol & Sharon Danieli….…………....….…. St. Alphonsus 
     4:00 pm  Alyce Barto by Rosemarie Angelo…………………….……....Our Lady of Lourdes 
       6:30 pm        Ben Swaoger by Karen & Ray Collette……………………...….…...St. Columbkille 
 

Sunday, December 27 
 8:00 am Ray Fratini by Pat Fratnini…………....…….……….……....………….…..……...St. Ann 
 8:00 am Antoinette Oravetz by Family.….…………………………..…..……..St. Columbkille 
     8:30 am        Rose Marie Rupar by Rudy Pleskovich…….....……….…….……....St. Alphonsus 
    10:00 am Jerry Loeffler (1st Anniversary) by Family…………….. ………....St. Columbkille 
 10:00 am Fred Hofrichter by Jean Grasser………………….…….….…….….……..St. Michael 
 10:30 am Peggy Shattuck by Rose Hribar…………………………..………………...….St. Patrick 
 12:00 pm Dolores Hanlin by Christian Mothers...……....….…..…….Our Lady of Lourdes 
 
Monday, December 28 
     8:00 am  Joseph Christy by Anna Marie Slay………………………………………………..St. Ann 
     8:00am  Marguerite Stewart Vresh by son, David…………………………………..St. Patrick 
 
Tuesday, December 29 
     8:00 am  Gerald Cipranic by David & Marie Grestel…………………Our Lady of Lourdes 
 
Wednesday, December 30 
     8:00 am  Susan Dettore by Christian Mothers………………………….Our Lady of Lourdes 
     8:00 am  Rose Cilia by Terri & Bob Schubenski ……………………………………..St. Michael 
 
Thursday, December 31 
     8:00 am  Mary Ferrari by Randy Lonick & Family………………………………………...St. Ann 
     4:00 pm  Ed Ruffennach by Bill Daniels & Family………….…………………...St. Alphonsus 
     6:30 pm  Ben Swaoger (Birthday) by Marilyn & Family…………………….St. Columbkille 
     4:00 pm  Virginia McGraw by Karen Streeter……………………………Our Lady of Lourdes 
   
Friday, January 1  Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
     8:00 am  Mary Ferrari by John & Lori Roadman………...………………………….…….St. Ann 
     10:00 am Kimberly Bonnar Behr by Carol & Ralph Bonnar…………...….St. Columbkille    
     10:00 am  Robert  Wray Jones by Donna K. Mayton………………………………..St. Michael  
     10:30 am William C. Reed by Family………………………………………………………...St. Patrick 
     12:00 pm  Lena Mavrich by Maryann Bainbridge & Mike & Mishal Hawthorne .OLOL 
     
      

Saturday, January 2  Vigil for Sunday 
 4:00 pm   Jackie Fages & Mary Lou Danieli by SVdP...….…………....….…. St. Alphonsus 
     4:00 pm  John Lewis Findling Jr. by Young F. H…………………….….Our Lady of Lourdes 
       6:30 pm        Frank & Catherine DeMarco by Mary & Family………...….....St. Columbkille 
 

Sunday, January 3 
 8:00 am Marge Pavlich by Bob & Shelly Phillips.……….……....………….…..……...St. Ann 
 8:00 am Sara Cain by Robert & Nancy Cunningham Family..…..……..St. Columbkille 
     8:30 am        Sandy Simpson by Sam & Carolyn Windows…….….…….……....St. Alphonsus 
    10:00 am Ben Swaoger by Marilyn & Family………..…………….. ………....St. Columbkille 
 10:00 am Leo Cantwell by Mike Kancel………………….…….….….………………...St. Michael 
 10:30 am Raymond Harmuth Jr. by Joan Garrett……………………….………...….St. Patrick 
 12:00 pm Sue Lindley by Mary Lou Dowler…......……....….…..…….Our Lady of Lourdes 

In your charity, please pray 

for the repose of the souls 

of 

Wendell DePoppe 

Thomas Joseph Hammond 

Loretta Scariot  

who recently went home   

to God.   

May the souls of the 

faithful departed rest         

in peace. 

Collection for December 20 

Due to an early bulletin 

deadline, the collection for 

Sunday December 20, will 

be placed in next weeks 

bulletin. 

Thank you for your 

continued generosity. 

Holy Family 

Let us imitate the Holy Family 
in our Christian families, and 
our family will be a cell and a 
prefiguration of the heavenly 

family. Say a prayer 
dedicating your family to the 
Holy Family. Also pray for all 
families and for our country 
to uphold the sanctity of the 

marriage bond which is    
under attack. 

The 8:00 am Mass on 

December 24 at St. Ann was 

offered for Marie Frank by 

Dennis Rohr. 
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Please note:

Any donations received after 
December 31, 2020, will be included 

in the 2021 tax  statement.  We 
appreciate your generosity and                     

continued support!

Thank you!

Youth Group

Our high school youth group will be 
on hiatus for a few weeks. We will 

start up again in late January. 
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Readings for the Week of December 27, 2020 

Sunday Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 

 Joseph 

 Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3; 

 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; 

 Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 

 17-19; Lk 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 39-40 

Monday Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8;  

 Mt 2:13-18 

Tuesday Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 

 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 

Wednesday 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Lk 2:36-40 

Thursday Saint Sylvester I, Pope 

 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; Jn 1:1-18 

Friday Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

 Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; 

 Lk 2:16-21 

Saturday Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and  

 Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of  

 the Church 

 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28 

Sunday Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

 Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; 

 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

Holy Name Society Scholarship Program 

 This year will mark the eighth year of the HNS creation of the endowment for the Catholic H.S. and College Scholarships awarded 

to students who are active members of our parish. Dedicated in honor of the late pastor Fr. Domenic Mancini. This year the 

scholarship will be opened to the parishioners of all six Churches of St Isidore the Farmer Parish. The Holy Name Society is 

accepting applications for three scholarships from any H.S. senior who is planning to attend an accredited undergraduate program 

at a college, university, or educational institution, with a minimum of 12 credit hours in the fall of 2021, or a $750 scholarship for 

any student who is planning to or is currently attending a Catholic H.S.  Download the application from the website, 

 https://stisidorethefarmer.org/hns-scholarships. 

The Application deadline is Monday, January 31, 2021.  

Online Giving 
Did you know that St. Isidore the Farmer Parish now has 

online giving? Donating to the parish online has many 

benefits. It's convenient - you don't have to go through the 

trouble of writing a check, sticking it in an envelope, writing 

an amount on the envelope, and remembering to bring it 

with you to church. It's easy - if you select the "recurring 

payment" option, you don't have to worry about 

remembering every week or every month to make a 

donation. Once you set up the amount and frequency, the 

donations will be taken automatically from your bank 

account, debit card, or credit card. It's consistent - if you 

miss Mass because of bad weather, illness, travel, or other 

reasons, you're still able to support the church. It's smooth 

- our volunteer money counters will have an easier time 

because online payments are processed electronically. It 

gives you more control - if you create a profile, you'll be 

able to log in any time and see your giving history. You can 

change the amount and frequency of your giving any time. 

It's secure - Vanco, our payment processor, maintains the 

highest level of PCI-compliance to ensure the security of 

donations. We are grateful for all contributions to the 

parish, no matter how they are made. Since online giving 

does offer so many benefits, we thought this would be a 

good time to promote it. If you already give online, thank 

you for your online donations! If you do not give online, 

thank you for your traditional donations! You are invited to 

consider the possibility of giving online. Finally, please 

spread the word so that others may learn of this 

advantageous way to donate to the parish. Information on 

how to give online can be found at https://

www.stisidorethefarmer.org/donate. Once again, thank 

you for your support of the parish!  
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Mission Statement: 

We follow JESUS CHRIST, fed by EUCHARIST and WORD, 
called to LOVE, SERVE, and WELCOME all. 

Saint Isidore the Farmer Parish 
Avella • Bulger • Burgettstown • Imperial • McDonald • Oakdale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Website: stisidorethefarmer.org 
Parish Email Address: parish@stisidorethefarmer.org 

 
 
 

 

Your Parish Staff 
Pastor • Rev. Harry Bielewicz ................................ (724) 695-7325 • hbielewicz@diopitt.org 
Parochial Vicar • Rev. Zachary Galiyas ...................... (724) 695-7325 • zgaliyas@diopitt.org 
In Residence • Rev. Benedetto P. Vaghetto, VJ, JCL 
Faith Formation Director • Donna Lew-Buechel ... ... dlew-buechel@stisidorethefarmer.org 
Music Director • Deborah Bicker  ..................................... (724) 695-7325 • c/o parish office 
Bookkeeper • JoAnne Yukevich ........................................ jyukevich@stisidorethefarmer.org 
Maintenance Director • John Hans ............... maintenancedirector@stisidorethefarmer.org 
Parish Secretary • Donna Waxter ....................................... dwaxter@stisidorethefarmer.org 
Bulletin Editor • Jen Greenawald ........................................ bulletin@stisidorethefarmer.org 
 

 

 
 

PENNSYLVANIA CHILD LINE: 1-800-932-0313 
DIOCESAN VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATOR  

OFFICE: (412) 456-3093       HOTLINE: 1-888-808-1235 
CALL 911 immediately if a child is in danger.  

St. Alphonsus 
219 W Lincoln Av · McDonald PA  15057 

 

St. Ann 
967 Grant St · Bulger PA  15019 

 

St. Columbkille 
103 Church Rd · Imperial PA  15126 

 

St. Michael 
97 Highland Ave · Avella PA  15312 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes 
1109 Main St · Burgettstown PA  15021 

 

St. Patrick 
7322 Noblestown Rd · Oakdale PA  15071 

 
Parish Office: 
103 Church Rd 

Imperial PA  15126 
Tel: 724-695-7325 
Fax:  724-695-9202 

parish@stisidorethefarmer.org 
 
 

For the health and safety of clergy, 

staff, and parishioners, the parish office 

is not open at this time. However, the 

USPS mail is delivered and processed, 

and emails and telephone calls will 

continue to be received and returned.  

Beware!     Please be aware that scammers are emailing and texting 
parishioners claiming to be their pastor and asking for gift cards. If you 

receive an email or text from one who claims to be your priest, seeking gift 
cards or money: DO NOT RESPOND. Do not click on anything in the email. Call the 

parish office immediately to report it. 

Baptisms 

Baptisms are celebrated by 
appointment. First-time parents 

are asked to attend a                 
Pre -Baptism Class. For info. and 

to register, please visit 
www.stisidorethefarmer.org/

baptism, email the parish office 
at parish@stisidorethefarmer.org

or call 724-695-7325.  

 

Holy Hours of 

Adoration & Benediction 

Holy Hour will take place on 

Wednesday January 6,  from        
7 pm—8 pm at St. Alphonsus. 

 

Prayer in our Churches 

Two churches are open for 
prayer each week from  

9 am to 3 pm: 
Wednesdays   ̴ St. Columbkille 
 Fridays   ̴ Our Lady of  Lourdes 

 

 Matrimony 
To schedule a wedding, please 

call 724-695-7325 or email        
Fr. Zach Galiyas at 

zgaliyas@diopitt.org 

 
Parish Membership 

Anyone wishing to become a 
member of the parish may 

register via the parish website 
stisidorethefarmer.org or by 

calling the parish office.   Letters 
to serve as Confirmation or 

Baptism Sponsor can be issued 
only to registered and 

participating parishioners who 
meet sponsorship eligibility. 

 

Bulletin Items 
Does your ministry have an upcoming 
event or news to share? Let us know! 

Contact Jen Greenawald to share 
with our entire parish family. Email 

news and photos to her at               
bulletin@stisidorethefarmer.org.  
Pending articles are due noon on 

Monday.  (10 days before the 
published bulletin.) 

 

Confession 
Confession is every Saturday 

from  12-12:30 pm  at                  
St. Columbkille.  Confession is 
also offered by appointment. 
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