
RE-IMAGINING: An Introduction



Significant years in the history of our church building

And now, 2022!



1950: OUR BEGINNING



1985: Renewing the House of the Church



2000





RE-IMAGINING OUR CHURCH
2015-16 – Initial, preliminary process for re-design is initiated
2017 – Building Our Future Campaign calls for an “update and repair of 

church interior” but with no specific plan
2018 – Pastoral Council initiates new process of study and imagining

– Re-imagining team begins meeting with liturgy consultant
May 2019 – Team makes tentative recommendation to Pastoral Council
Fall 2019 – Ellis Construction enlisted for design/construction
January 2020 – Ellis Construction makes initial presentation to Pastoral and Finance councils
March 2020 – Pastoral and Finance council meeting to make decision on Ellis proposal, and meeting 

with Bishop Callahan canceled due to Covid-19
May 2021 – Process resumes; Pastoral and Finance councils and Bishop Callahan approve proposal   
Summer 2021 – Ten parish meetings held to review the re-imaging process, explain the rationale of the  

proposal, and to introduce the proposal
Fall 2021 – Design team meets with Ellis Construction to fine-tune plan and determine details
4 January 2022 – Construction begins on the renovation
Spring 2022 – Estimated completion and celebration of Mass dedicating a new altar and ambo



Like living stones,
let yourselves be built

into a spiritual 
house.

- 1 Peter 2.5

This document, which offers guidance to parishes 
planning church construction and renovation, was 
a primary source of information and inspiration for
the Re-Imagining Team.



A GUIDING PRINCIPLE: UNITY
“The design of the church should reflect the unity

of the entire assembly.”

“The community worships as a single body united
in faith, not simply as individuals who find 
themselves in one place.”

“The body of the church is not simply a series of 
unrelated sections. Rather, each part 
contributes to the unity of the space.”



“The altar is the 

natural focal 

point.”
In other words, when someone walks into a church, the altar 
should be clearly visible and centrally located.



There should be 
an “integral 
relationship”
between 
font and altar
In other words, one should clearly lead to 
the other, a clear symbolic connection.



“Because the rites of initiation 

... begin with Baptism and are 

completed by the reception of 

the Eucharist, the baptismal 

font and its location reflect 

the Christian’s journey 

through the waters of Baptism 

to the altar.”

This is not what the 
new church interior 
will look like, but 
the photo indicates 
a powerful linkage 
of altar and font.



- Significance of unity – how, where the assembly is gathered

- The altar is the focal point

- Essential link of the font and altar

- Processions are important to Catholic worship – moving 
easily through the assembly from font to altar.

- Ease of access to the altar and ambo

- “A crucifix positioned either on the altar or near it, and ... 
clearly visible to the people gathered there.”

KEY POINTS FROM LIVING STONES



Such were the considerations and 
priorities that contributed to the plan for 
Re-Imagining Our Church



RE-IMAGINING: The Plan



This is the sanctuary as seen by someone entering the church from 
the main entrance, at the Baptismal Font looking East.



The cross and crucifix are accented by eight 
stained glass windows that have been covered 
by the loft, which will be removed. The larger 
cross design duplicates a concrete cross image 
on the eastern exterior of the church
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