
December 18, 2016 

St. Joseph the Worker 
Christmas Eve 

3:30pm Children’s Nativity & 4:00pm 
Mass 8:30pm Vigil Mass 

Christmas Day 
9:30 am Mass 

Holy Family 
Christmas Eve 

5:15pm Children’s Nativity & 5:30pm Mass  
SJW/HF/HR Communal Reconciliation 

Sunday, Dec. 18-3pm at Holy Rosary    

Please join us as we celebrate the coming of the Lord! 



We’re here to help support you on 
your faith journey, so you can find 

true peace, happiness, and purpose 
in life. If you would like to join one of 

our parishes, contact any staff 
member, and we will be honored to 

officially welcome you home! 

New-member registration forms are 
also available in the church 

entrances and on our website. 

Please contact Deacon John in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism 
and the baptism preparation class. 

 

Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 

months in advance to begin preparation.  

 

If you or a family member is homebound 
or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

 Some of you may be old enough to remember the TV show with a similar name 
that was aired from the late 1950’s to the mid 1970’s.  For some reason, this title came to 
mind as I began pondering a central mystery of our Christian faith, the Incarnation.  
December 17

th
 marks the change in focus during the Advent season, from the coming 

(“advent”) of Christ at the end of time to his first coming at Bethlehem.  (Of course, we 
always try to be aware of the ways Christ comes into our lives now.)  The Incarnation is 
our true belief that in the birth of Jesus, God took on human flesh.  We believe that Jesus 
is truly God and fully human, and we celebrate this mystery in a special way each 
Christmas.  If it seems too good to be true, that’s because our God is that generous, 
merciful and understanding of our human condition.  As with any truth, there are 
consequences that follow and in this case, they are very positive ones. 

 No matter what our situation, we can be confident that “God-is-with-
us” (Emmanuel) and is ready to come to our aid.  Jesus faced many of the same 
challenges and experienced similar joys.  Our faith and spirituality are incarnational, which 
means that there is a blending of both the human and the divine (spiritual).  This is evident 
in the inspired Word of God and in our sacramental system; humanly speaking, we “need” 
the Sacraments to experience God’s grace through our senses of sight, hearing, touch, 
taste and smell.  The Church itself is a “sacrament” of God’s presence among us, 
commissioned by Christ to announce the “good news” and offer spiritual support and 
guidance.  We can become discouraged at times when the witness offered by the Church 
is too “human” in the negative sense.  Our weaknesses, prejudices and sinfulness can 
obscure the message and means of salvation.  God keeps calling us to become more 
human (positive meaning of created and redeemed beings) and truly holy.  Each of us can 
try our best to respond and to assist others along the way.   

 A very practical consequence of this truth is that the Church relies upon material 
(i.e. financial) support of her members to exist and carry out the mission given by Christ.  
As another year ends, I want to thank you for the support you have offered through your 
time, talent and treasure.  Having just reviewed the November financial statements, we 
are running a little behind at both parishes (about $12,000 at HF and $8,000 at SJW).  
Please check your church support to make sure that you are up-to-date and giving to the 
best of your ability.  We have an extra challenge this year:  Christmas falls on a Sunday, 
which means there is a risk that we “lose” a weekly collection.  For those using envelopes, 
there is an envelope for both and I encourage you to use them; those of us giving 
electronically have to remember to make a generous Christmas gift.  If we were pure 
spiritual beings, then we wouldn’t need food, shelter, clothing, companionship, a faith 
community, a church building, staff and pastoral services.  But, what fun would that be?  
As Bob Barker used to say at the end of his show, "Hoping all your consequences are 
happy ones." 

Father Tim Reker 

P.S.  Only 13 more days (12/31) for the Catholic Ministry Appeal 2016:  HF has exceeded 
its goal, but SJW has a ways to go ($21,356 raised toward goal of $36,600).   

YEAR END REMINDER REGARDING CHARITABLE DONATIONS: For income tax purposes, charitable 

contributions must be applied in the year that it is received—regardless of the date of the check.  If a donor wishes to claim 
a contribution as a charitable deduction for income tax purposes, the donor must relinquish control of the funds before the 
IRS considers it a charitable donation.  St. Joseph the Worker and Holy Family Parishes will consider all contributions 
received on or before December 31 to be a 2016 contribution.  These gifts will be included in the letters given to 
parishioners in January summarizing their gifts.  Contributions received on January 1, 2017 or later will be considered 2017 
contributions.  (Mailed contributions postmarked on or before December 31, 2016 are 2016 contributions.)  Since December 
31 is a Saturday, collections received at the 5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Joseph on December 31 are 2016 donations; collections 
at the Sunday Masses are 2017 donations.  

To access this information on your own please complete the following steps to set up your “My Own Church” 

account: Enter https://connectnow.parishsoft.com/winona into your web browser. Click on the “New User?” tab and follow 
the directions to set up an account. Your request will then need to be approved by the parish administrator before you can 
log in and view your information, this may take one or two business days. Once it is approved you will then be sent an 
email. You can now log into your user account and view your information. To access giving information click the “MY 
Offering” tab and then the “Giving History” tab. We encourage you to view your giving history before the end of the year so 
you can notify us of any errors. You are also able to update your personal information, such as your address and phone 
number, through your “My Own Church” account. Please contact Nicole at the parish office if you have any questions.  



     Dec. 11 & 12, 2016 

       $ 5,766.09 

Fiscal Year to Date 

$ 145,821.31 

St. Joseph the Worker  

Fiscal Year to Date 

$ 48,732.89 

Holy Family  

 Dec. 11, 2016   

     $ 1,465.10 
Tuesday, December 20:  
SJW       12:05pm - †Leonard Schwamberger 
Wednesday, December 21:  
Oak Terrace  9:15am - †Rita Heller 
Hillcrest  9:30am - Word & Communion  
Thursday, December 22:  
HF         8:30am - †Don Mennenga 
Friday, December 23: 
SJW      12:05pm - †Dorris Vetter 
Saturday, December 24: Christmas Vigil 
SJW       4:00pm - †Ken & Kathy Johnson 
HF          5:30pm - For the Parishes 
SJW       8:30pm - †John Keefe 
Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day 
HF          NO Mass 
SJW       9:30am - †Paul G Schmidt 
______________________________________________  
Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a;  
 Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;  
 Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45 
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:46-56 
Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Lk 1:57-66 
Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;  
 Lk 1:67-79 
Sunday:  Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;  

Wed. 12/21:     5:30pm Simple Supper - SJW 

                         6:00pm Faith Formation Class - SJW 

                         6:30pm Nativity Practice - SJW 

Thur. 12/22:     6:30pm Christmas Choir Practice - SJW 

Fri. 12/23:        Office Closed 

Sat. 12/24:       Christmas Eve 

    3:45pm Nativity Pageant SJW 

                         5:15pm Nativity Pageant HF 

Sun. 12/25:      Christmas Day 

    9:30am NO Faith Formation Classes - HF 

Congratulations to Robert Lorentz  the “301”                       

winner of $500 for December 10! 

Children’s Weekly Stewardship 
Treasure: 

HF: $ 14.10    SJW: $ 34.59  

The Parish Office will be closed Friday, December 

23rd through Monday, December 26th.  

New Schedule: 

The schedule for January has been 
emailed out and copies are available in 
the parking lot entrance. We will be 
sending out the February through April 
schedule in January. If you have any 
changes for this schedule, please notify 

the office by Tuesday at noon. Any new liturgical ministers 
that have recently been trained will be added to this 
schedule.  

SJW and HF Reconciliation  Schedule 

Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 11 am - SJW              

Thursday, Dec.  22 at  9:30 am & 5:30 pm - HF* 

Thursday, Dec. 22 at 7 pm - SJW 

Friday, Dec. 23 at 11 am  - SJW 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 
SJW—4:00 P.M. MASS 
Reader:  Sheryl Peterson  
Servers: Zach Wells, 2 NEEDED  
ECM:   Val Koch, John Kanyusik, Carolyn Kanyusik,   
            Terri DeGezelle, Amber Brudelie, 1 NEEDED 
Ushers:  Scott Peterson, 3 NEEDED, 
Musicians: Youth Choir , Amy Braam 
HF—5:30 P.M. MASS 
Reader: Pat Jones 
Servers: 2 NEEDED 
ECM:     Dan Jones, Lori Meixell 
Ushers: Nathan Meixell, Nicholas Meixell 
Musicians: Jan Osten, Jackie Slama & Volunteers 
SJW—8:30 P.M. MASS  
Reader: Tom Hallett  
Servers: 3 NEEDED 
ECM:     Carol Brady, Cookie Oberle, Tom Hallett,4 NEEDED 
Ushers:  Ryan Hassing, David Hassing, 2 NEEDED 
Musicians: Cindy Lawrence, Dick Breiter, Christmas Choir 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 
SJW—9:30 A.M. MASS  
Reader:  Glenn Barnette 
Servers: 3 NEEDED 
ECM: Peg Fallenstein, Kevin Doyle, Judy Feder, Bill Feder,  
          1 NEEDED 
Usher:  4 NEEDED  
Musicians: Sister Janet 
SJW—Doorkeeper: Dwight Wallin  

***LITURGICAL MINISTERS NEEDED*** - We are still in 
need of Ushers, ECM’s, and Servers for the Christmas 
Eve and Day Masses. If you are planning to attend one 
of these Masses and can volunteer please do. See 
Mass times a volunteers still needed in the schedule 
below. Contact Nicole or Kathy at the Parish Office to 

sign up, office@sjwhf.org or 388-3766. Thank you!   



On December 7 our 4th graders enjoyed an “Appreciation for the Arts” day at the 

Minneapolis Children’s Theater where they saw the play “Cinderella” and took in the 

multi-faceted beauty displayed at the Institute of Arts.   

Collaborating with the University of Notre Dame ACE program (Alliance for Catholic 

Education) and with other Winona diocesan schools, Loyola teachers are revising 

curriculum in three-year cycles: rewriting curriculum to reflect more rigorous 

instruction and learning goals, piloting  the new curriculum, and adopting the new 

curriculum across the diocese.  We have worked on Math, Social Studies, and 

Science and are in the first year of revising Theology. 

Loyola students and staff continue to participate in weekly Advent prayer services 

and gather Christmas gifts for local parish families, Birthright, and Options for 

Women/Mankato. Our “Christmas Basket” Mass, an all-school celebration, will be 

on Wednesday, December 21 at 10:40 in the Upper Campus.  All are welcome. 

Elementary students will celebrate their fourth Advent prayer service on Thursday, 

December 22 at 1:00, blessing their donations to Birthright and Options for Women. 

Did you know? Every year the Loyola high school choir goes out caroling, making 

stops at area nursing homes and the River Hills Mall, delighting residents and 

shoppers with Christmas carols while spreading holiday cheer. 

Join us for our remaining Christmas concerts and programs: 

 12/19: 5-12 Grade Christmas Band Concert, Loyola’s Upper Campus, 7pm 

 12/20: K-4 Christmas Program, Loyola’s Upper Campus, 9am and 1:30pm 

 12/20: Preschool/PreK Christmas Program, Loyola’s Upper Campus, 10:30am 
 

Save the dates:   

 State of the School meeting, January 18 at 7pm, Upper Campus  

Open Houses on January 23 and March 14, 5:30-7:30pm on the Upper 

Campus, 145 Good Counsel Drive.  

 Kindergarten Round up, Friday, March 10, 9:30-11am and 12:30-2pm 

Come and discover what it means to be part of the Loyola community!  Schedule 

a Family Tour and/or Shadow Day. Call 507-388-0600. 

 Catholic Schools Week Mass:  An all-school celebration, Monday January 30, 

at St. John the Baptist Church.  Bishop LeVoir of the New Ulm diocese will 
celebrate with us.  All are welcome.  

Office Phone………...…………………388-3766 

Parish Email…….…………..…office@sjwhf.org 

FAX……………………...…….………..388-2101 

SJW Prayer Chain……...……...Joan: 388-5986 

HF Prayer Chain…………..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Deacon John Rudd - Pastoral Associate 

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Connie Wallin - Faith Ministry Education 

Kathy Moldan - HF Rel. Ed. Coor./Office Asst. 

Sister Janet Wermerskirchen - Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Phone……….………………………….388-0600 

Website……………….loyolacatholicschool.org 

Casey Breen - President  

Trudi Clements - Executive Assistant 

Adam Bemmels PreK-12 Principal 

 
Mon-Fri: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Merle Braam, Dorothy Ziegler, Steve Klinkner, 

Vanessa Ewert, George Kluzak,                          

Richard Johnson,  John Allen, Jerry Schultz,  

Dan Ewert, Ronald Olsen, Therese Breiter,             

Brian Cline, George Larson, Phil Reiland,                                

Henry (Stalberger) Schladweiler 

CHRISTMAS WREATHS FOR SALE - Calvary Cemetery is selling 

Christmas wreaths for loved ones in the cemetery. Wreaths are $25.00. To 
order call Terry Miller at 507-995-1010. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES COUNSELING SERVICES - Catholic Charities 

provides a full range of counseling services to help individuals, couples, and 
families deal with a variety of concerns. We accept most insurances or offer a 
sliding fee for non-insured. Call Catholic Charities at  387-5586. 

ICE CREAM PAILS NEEDED - Holy Family Funeral Serving group is in need 

of empty ice cream pails with lids for the leftover food after funeral lunches. 
Please leave any pails in the Holy Family kitchen. Thank you!  

WHAT KINDS OF people become priests, sisters or brothers? Are they 
uncommonly holy, unusually saint-like? No. They are people who make mistakes, 
people who aren’t afraid to be human while in God’s service. Are they people who 
can’t face the competition and cruelty of the “real” world? No. They are people who 
believe that through ministry they can immerse themselves in the world and make 
positive changes. The Mankato Serra Club works to affirm and promote religious 
vocations and meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month for more 
information call 507-696-8119. 

NOTE NEW PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS:                      

office@sjwhf.org 

We are no longer using the @hickorytech.net emails. 

(SJW) Last week:  15 lbs. Items needed this 

week: Diapers and Wipes.  

ADVERTISERS 
NEEDED! 

Contact Nicole at nhermer 
@sjwhf.org to advertise in the 

bulletin for 2017!  



    

    

    

   

  

   

 

 

  

 

    

   

CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
To advertise, contact Nicole at the parish office 

507-388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org 

CALVARY CEMETERY 
www.calvarymankato.wordpress.com 

 

We love you and miss  
you very much.  

In Loving Memory of 

 

 

 
▪ 

   

Well Drilling • Septic Systems 
Portable Toilets 

507-625-3400 

 

 In Loving Memory  
of our wife, mother, sister,  

and dear friend. 

JUDY HOGAN 

 

  

Contact the parish office at 388-3766 to  
promote your business.  

 

  507-625-5400 or pfr@hickorytech.net  

 

www.drummersgardencenter.com    507-388-4877 

 

Michael C. Karp 
507-345-1166    

blethenlaw.com 

 In Loving Memory of 
      

Husband, Father, Grandfather. 
                       We love and miss you, 
                                            -Your Family 

John Quiring 

 

  

 

 

WATER CONDITIONING 
Full-Time licensed 

Master Plumber now on staff! 

·Soft Water ·Iron Free Water  

·Taste, Odor Removal ·Rental Plans  

·Salt Delivery Solutions  


