
 



 If “35” is the answer, what’s the question?  
“How many years has Father Reker been a priest?”  
Last Wednesday, June 21st, I celebrated the 35th 
anniversary of my priesthood ordination.  It seems 
hard to believe that so many years have passed by 
so quickly.  Whenever an anniversary or birthday is divisible by 
five, it seems to make one pause a bit and consider; perhaps 
even more so when a seminarian finishing his priestly formation is 
around for the summer.  Deacon (as of Friday) Brian offers his 
reflection this week on the topic of making his diaconal promises 
and I’d like to look back on 35 years of priestly ministry. 

 When I began serving as a priest, I felt like I had a good 
theological education, but not much pastoral experience in a 
parish in our diocese (my last four years of seminary formation 
was in Rome at the North American College).  I was fortunate to 
have two pastors during my first two years as an Associate Pastor 
at the Cathedral in Winona; they had different styles and 
approaches, and I learned from both of them.  After a year of 
graduate study, I was assigned as an Associate Pastor at St. Pius 
X Church in Rochester for three years.  At both parishes I was 
able to teach in the Catholic schools and Faith Formation 
programs, in addition to preparing couples for marriage and 
baptism, and helping with the usual sacramental and pastoral 
ministry.  It was a grace to be actively involved in parish life 
without the responsibility of administration, finances, and the like, 
though I did listen to my three pastors a lot!   

 The next eleven years were spent in specialized ministry:  
one year as the chaplain at Saint Mary’s College (now University) 
in Winona; seven years as rector of IHM Seminary; and three 
years at the U.S. Bishops’ Conference in the area of vocations 
and priestly formation.  I enjoyed the academic setting and 
learned – on the job – about budgets, human resources and 
communication.  As much as I enjoyed the opportunities and 
faced the challenges of this work, I longed to return “home” (the 
Diocese of Winona) and work in a parish.  After 17 years as a 
priest, Bishop Harrington assigned me as the pastor at St. Francis 
of Assisi Church in Rochester and I served there for 12 years.  It 
was a joy to help “re-found” the parish, slowly build up the 
Hispanic community in the area, and work with the Rochester 
Catholic Schools.  I had a difficult time leaving that assignment, 
but knew it was time to move and became the only priest in 
Freeborn County (St. Theodore, Albert Lea & St. James, Twin 
Lakes).  Quite a change!  Now it’s already been two years here at 
SJW/HF.  Where does the time go?  What brings the greatest joy?  
Being invited into people’s lives at important points, joyful to sad, 
because the presence of a priest is wanted.  I celebrated 35 years 
by preparing dinner for two priests marking 50 years of service, a 
deacon noting 5 years, and a deacon-to-be:  140 years of 
ordained service and the beginning of a newly ordained servant.  

Sincerely in Christ, 

Officially off the market, as it were! 
That’s right, I can no longer get married because I am ordained 
a transitional deacon. Now I am Deacon Brian Mulligan! I am oh 
so happy to be able to serve God and his People through my 
promise of celibacy.  Once ordained, your soul is changed by 
God’s grace to give you the grace to carry out your mission in 
His Church. If any of you are curious about the Rite of 
Ordination for the Diaconate, below are the promises that I just 
took on Friday for the rest of my life and time. 

 Do you resolve to be consecrated for the Church’s ministry by 

the laying on of my hands and the gifts of the Holy Spirit? 
This is to make sure I am there on my own will power and I do 
in fact want to be ordained by Bishop Quinn. 

 Do you resolve to discharge the office of deacon with humble 

charity in order to assist the priestly Order and to benefit the 
Christian people? Service is the essence of being a deacon at 
the Altar in mass, but also all the other tables we find 
ourselves at, and to help the priest out by not getting in his 
way. 

 Do you resolve to hold fast to the mystery of faith with a clear 

conscience, as the Apostle urges, and to proclaim this faith in 
word and deed according to the Gospel and the Church’s 
tradition? Basically making sure I am not a heretic to burn at 
the stake someday! 

 Do you revolve to keep forever this commitment to remain 

celibate as a sign of your dedication to Christ the Lord for the 
sake of the Kingdom of Heaven, in the service of God and 
man? The first reason I am celibate is Christ called me to it so 
I could be dedicated to Him and witness to the world there is 
more than this life to live for, the Kingdom of Heaven! Within 
this commitment I have the freedom to serve God and his 
people. 

 Do you resolve to maintain and deepen the spirit of prayer 

that is proper to your way life and, in keeping with this spirit 
and what is required of you, to celebrate faithfully the Liturgy 
of the Hours with and for the People of God and indeed the 
whole world? To fulfill the Lord’s precept pray without ceasing 
as a Church we do this collectively. 

 Do you resolve to conform your way of life always to the 

example of Christ, of whose Body and Blood you are a 
minister at the altar? The promise to always strive for holiness 
in my own life, to be as close to the Good Shepard as 
possible! 

 Do you promise respect and obedience to me and my 

successors? To be bound to the Diocese of Winona and its 
bishop, until I die! 

These are all the promises I took on Friday and with God’s 
grace I will work my entire life to fulfill them! Thank You for all    
your prayers!                                             

SAVE THE DATE-SJW & HF!  

Joint Parish Potluck Picnic in Honor of Fr. Harold Francis Visiting  

Tuesday, July 18th at 6:00pm at Sibley Park     

Picnic Shelter #2 (on south side near barn area). Please bring a dish to share. All 

parishioners are welcome! Questions? Contact Nicole at 507-388-3766 or office@sjwhf.org  

Beverages and plates/cups/silverware will be provided. We hope to see you there!  

Brian Mulligan 



   June 17 & 18, 2017 

       $ 4,775.04 

Fiscal Year to Date 

$341,368.24 

St. Joseph the Worker  

Fiscal Year to Date 

$107,529.99 

Holy Family  
June 18, 2017  

     $ 954.00 

Congratulations to Terry Synder  the                      

“301” winner of $100 for June 17! 

Children’s Weekly Stewardship 
Treasure: 

HF: $ 7.00            SJW: $24.04 

SATURDAY, JULY 1 
SJW—5:00 P.M. MASS 
Reader: Sheryl Peterson   
Servers: Zack Wells, Jordan Hopkins 
ECM:  Brian & Christine Swanson, Gwen Stavenau,  
           Joyce Wilcox, Mary Jo Synder, 2 SUBS 
Ushers:  Irene Hammerschmidt,  
               3 SUBS 
Musicians: Cindy Lawrence, Tom Wilcox, Jeanne Hassing                   

SUNDAY, JULY 2 
HF—8:30 A.M. MASS 
Reader: Susan Hanson  
Servers: Emma Hanson, Kendall Lange 
ECM:  Judy Karau, Lisa Schultz, Mary Jaspers  
Ushers: Mike Schultz, Jacob Quade 
Musicians: Sister Janet, Jackie Slama, Shelia Sickler   
SJW—10:30 A.M. MASS  
Reader:  Val Koch 
Servers: Carter James, Jacob Haley, Destiny Reasner  
ECM: Ken Doyle, Alyssa Haley, Bill & Judy Feder,   
           Julie Freyberg, Donna & Richard Hansen 
Usher:  Ray Mettler, Travis Naylor, 
           Bruce Richter, Rick Blace 
Musicians: Julie & Bob Dickhudt, Tim Wendlandt 
 
SJW—Doorkeeper: Ron Evan  

Tuesday, June 27:    

SJW       12:05pm - Paul G Schmidt 

Wednesday, June 28: 

SJW       8:00am  - †Stacey & Kelly Roeder 

Hillcrest  9:30am Word and Communion  

Thursday, June 29:  

HF          8:30am - *NO MORNING MASS 

Pathstone 10:15am - Word and Communion 

Friday, June 30:  

SJW      12:05pm - †George Weckman 

Saturday,  July 1: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

SJW       5:00pm - †John Keefe 

Sunday, July 2: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

HF          8:30am - † Sandy Olinger 

SJW       10:30am - For the Parishes 
 

***NOTICE TIME CHANGE ON WEDNESDAY  
 ______________________________________________  
Monday:          Gn 12:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 18-20, 22; Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday:         Gn 13:2, 5-18; Ps 15:2-4ab, 5; Mt 7:6, 12-14 

Wednesday:    Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mt 7:15-20 

Thursday:       Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18;                
          Mt 16:13-19 

Friday:          Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22; Ps 128:1-5; Mt 8:1-4 

Saturday:       Gn 18:1-15; Lk 1:46-50, 53-55; Mt 8:5-17 

Sunday:          2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 16-19;             
          Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 

Mon. 6/26:        1:00pm Quilting Group - SJW 

Tues. 6/27:       6:30pm HF Finance Council Meeting - HF 

Thur. 6/29:       10:00am Ritter Funeral - HF 

    12:00pm  SJW Finance Council Meeting - SJW 

Sat.7/1:             4:15pm Confessions - SJW 

Sun. 7/2:           8:00am Confessions - HF 

We welcome to the parish community,  

Emree Elaine Pulkrabek, who was 

baptized at SJW on Saturday, June 24th.  

Catholic Ministries Appeal 
The parish goal for St. Joseph the Worker is $31,460 
and Holy Family’s is $9,800. When sending in a 

donation, please remember to note which parish you 
belong to. Please give generously to the Catholic 
Ministries Appeal. www.catholicfsmn.org/Appeal  Thank 
you in advance for you contribution!  

Amount Pledged:  

$8,655 
88.32% 

Holy Family 
25 donors 

Amount Pledged: 

$22,139 
70.37% 

St. Joe’s 
87 donors 

We pray for the family and friends of  

Paul Ritter (HF), 

who passed away on Wednesday, June 21st.  

Funeral services will be held at Holy Family                                                                                 

on Thursday, June 29th at 10:00am.    

May he rest in peace.  





(SJW) Last week: 6lbs. Items 

Needed This Week: Macaroni & 

Cheese & Boxed Dinners. 

Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Deacon John Rudd - Pastoral Associate 

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Connie Wallin - Faith Ministry Education 

Kathy Moldan - HF Rel. Ed. Coor./Office Asst. 

Sister Janet Wermerskirchen - Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Mike Murrain - SJW Custodian 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Brian Mulligan - Summer Seminarian  

Email bulletin notices to office@sjwhf.org                   

by Tuesday at noon. 

Office Phone………...…………………388-3766 

Parish Email………………...…office@sjwhf.org 

FAX……………………...…….………..388-2101 

SJW Prayer Chain……...……...Joan: 388-5986 

HF Prayer Chain…………..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

 Mon-Thurs: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Fri: 8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. 

Rhonda Kimpe, Steve Klinkner, Vanessa Ewert, 
Richard Johnson, John Allen, Jerry Schultz, 

George Larson, Henry (Stalberger) Schladweiler 

Baptism - Please contact Deacon John in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism and the 

baptism preparation class. 

Marriage - Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 months in 

advance to begin preparation.  

Anointing of the Sick - If you or a family member 
is homebound or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

Phone: 388-0600, Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  

Casey Breen - President, Adam Bemmels PreK-12 Principal 

Enrollment information: Visit the LCS website and schedule family tours at 

your convenience throughout the summer. Questions? Call 507-388-0600.  

Save the Dates 

 LoyolaPalooza Saturday, July 29 - Good Counsel Hill, Football Field 

 Enjoy music from Neon Live, 5:30-7:30pm and Time Machine, 8-11pm.  

 Tickets now on sale! www.loyolapalooza.com or at either Mankato HyVee or 

Cub locations. $10 in advance, $15 at the gate. Visit loyolapalooza.com or 
the LoyolaPalooza Facebook page for more information. 

 First day of school, August 23 

 Catholic Schools Week Mass with Bishop Quinn, Tuesday, January 30, 

2018 

 Loyola Summer STREAM Camp (Science, Technology, Reading, 

Engineering, Art and Math) for grades 2-4 met each morning last week with 
teachers Michelle Ellingworth and Trisha Sizer.  Summer STREAM Camp for 
grades 5&6 will meet next week. 

#Loyolaproud 

Look for Loyola’s float in community celebrations in North Mankato July 8, Eagle 
Lake July 15, and Madison Lake July 22. Better yet...volunteer, wear your 
Loyola T-shirt, and walk along! 

Did you know?  National Catholic Education Association research shows that 
US Catholic high schools have a 99% graduation rate while public high schools 
have an 82.3%  graduation rate.  

Want to support a Loyola family?  Enroll in our SCRIP program, then use 
SCRIP to purchase things you regularly buy (groceries, gas, clothing, gift 
cards, dinner).  You get the full value of your SCRIP cards and the vendor 
rewards Loyola with a percentage.  Designate a student or family to receive 
100% of your SCRIP rewards to use toward tuition, activity fees, lunch, etc.  Get 
started at Scrip@loyolacatholicschool.org 

IT IS TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT THE SJW FALL FESTIVAL! 
The Festival will be Sunday, September 24th from 11:30am to 2:30pm.  

We are in need of some 
subcommittee chairpersons 
for a few different activities 
such as the Silent Auction. 
If you are at all interested 
please contact Nicole at the 
Parish Office. This festival 
is St. Joe’s largest 

fundraiser and it is not possible without wonderful volunteers like you! We will 
be having our first large group committee meeting in July so stay tuned! Here 
are some other ways you can help out:  DONATE: Prizes needed for children’s 
games. New or like new condition: beanie babies, hot wheels, fast food prizes, 
etc. Fill jars with goodies for the Jar Raffle or donate gift cards or services for 
the Silent Auction. CREATE: Homemade items are needed for Granny’s 
Corner as well as some Silent Auction Items. Yard games (such as bean bag 
toss or yard dice), scarves, and jewelry are some ideas. Start crafting now! 
Drop off nonperishable donations at the Parish Office.  

SJW MEN’S CLUB MISSION STATEMENT: 

To bring together men of all ages to grow in relationship with 
Jesus Christ. With the direction of our Priest, encouraging each 

other to be servant leaders in our Church. 

http://www.loyolapalooza.com
http://loyolapalooza.com
mailto:Scrip@loyolacatholicschool.org


    

    

    

   

  

   

 

 

  

 

    

   

CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
To advertise, contact Nicole at the parish office 

507-388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org 

 

We love you and miss  
you very much.  

In Loving Memory of 

 

 

▪ 

   

Well Drilling • Septic Systems 
Portable Toilets 

507-625-3400 

 

 
   

MIDWEST INSURANCE GROUP 

Wendy Kamm 

Denise Deike  

Barb Schwartz 
 

Tammy Phillips 
Thomas Deike Jesse Schilling  

Brent Friedrichs 

Jane Ross-Culhane 

 

  

Contact the parish office at 388-3766 to  
promote your business.  

 

  507-625-5400 or pfr@hickorytech.net  

 

www.drummersgardencenter.com    507-388-4877 

 

BILL WEBB 
Agent 

507-726-2264 

242 Hwy. 60, Ste 1 
Lake Crystal, MN 

 In Loving Memory of 
 

Husband, Father, Grandfather. 
                       We love and miss you, 

 -Your Family 

John Quiring 

 In Loving Memory  
of our wife, mother, sister,  

and dear friend. 

JUDY HOGAN 

   

Anne Poche 

 


