
 



 Although my mother told me, “Don’t wish your life away” (or 
something like that), I find myself thinking, and occasionally saying, “I 
can’t wait until after the election.”  I know that I am not the only one that 
feels this way.  Yes, voting in an election is always an important and 
serious civic responsibility, but the polarized nature of our nation’s politics 
often makes conversations, friendships and family relationships difficult or worse.  
What’s a person, especially a person of faith, supposed to do?  This question comes to 
mind because while I was away for a few days, there were two incidents of priests 
speaking out about political issues.  One addressed the morality of voting for a 
particular party and the other, the human cause and handling of the COVID19 virus.  
Perhaps you have listened to their messages or read news stories about them.  As a 
priest, I am embarrassed that they would use their office and pulpits for topics that seem 
far removed from the readings of the day and the teachings of our faith.   

 The first example was a priest claiming that anyone who voted for a member of 
one party risked eternal salvation; hell would be their final destination.  As I study the 
political choices, neither party fully aligns with the Church’s teaching on the broad 
spectrum of issues that we face as a nation.  On a regular basis, I contact my elected 
officials of both parties to let them know about positions and bills that warrant support or 
rejection.  Yes, I will address issues, not parties or elected officials, in a homily or 
column, but as an illustration or opportunity to reinforce Church teaching.  If one is 
looking for a lens or perspective on the elections, check out the U.S. Bishops’ website 
for their resources on “Faithful Citizenship”: https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-
human-development/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship   

The second priest claimed that COVID19 is a “man-made virus” and went on to 
explain how it has been used to control us “sheep.”  He disputed the number of cases 
and the number of deaths attributed to the virus, as well as heaped scorn on the 
recommended precautions to “bend the curve” and protect others.  Again, I did not 
understand his “need” to speak on this topic for almost 20 minutes from the pulpit during 
Mass.  There is a lot of room for discussion and debate about how best to respond to 
this infection, but it needs to be based on scientific research and data.  Critical thinking 
and trustworthy sources are needed to make a good evaluation of what is taking place 
and the best response.  We can certainly disagree about how to balance public health 
concerns with other vital dimensions of life such as relationships, the economy and 
activities.  However, can we do so in a civil and cooperative manner?   

Sorry, Mom, I am trying not to wish my life away, but I do hope and pray for the 
best resolution possible this November. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 Sept. 12 & 13,  2020 
$2,460.83 

Fiscal Year to Date 
$59,460.83 Actual 

 $69.101.73 Budget 

St. Joseph the Worker  

Fiscal Year to Date 
$19,940.86 Actual  

 $20,560.35 Budget 

Holy Family  

Sept . 13,  2020 
$1,310.86 

Tuesday, Sept 22: 

SJW       12:05pm - † Dee Huettl 

Thursday, Sept 24: 

HF            8:30am - Irene Mack  

Friday, Sept 25:  

SJW          12:05pm - † James Hodapp 

Saturday, Sept 26: 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time: 

SJW          5:00pm - For the Parishioners 

Sunday, Sept 27: 26th Sunday of Ordinary Time: 

HF           8:30am - † Eric Bartleson 

SJW       10:30am - † Roger Williams 

OUTDOOR MASS 
- SJW is planning 
to hold it’s Sunday, 
September 27th 
10:30 AM Mass 
outdoors in the 
parking lot. Those who are still 
uncomfortable attending Mass 
indoors will have a chance to join 
us in the open air and there will 
be plenty of space to spread out! 
Please plan to bring your own 
lawn chair.  

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR INFO! 
With many parishioners still not 
attending Mass we are really in 
need of everyone’s information to 
be updated so you receive our 
communications. Please visit our 
website for a parishioner update 
form or simply call the Parish 
Office/send an email to 
office@sjwhf.org with your updated 
email and phone number. Thank 
you!  

 
MUSIC MINISTRY MEETING 

 The fall music meeting for all SJW/
HF musicians, pianists and cantors, 
will be Tuesday, September 29th at 
6:30pm in the SJW church. (Thank 

you HF musicians for offering to 
come to Mankato for the meeting).  

If you have any questions please 
contact Sister Janet at 388-3766. It is 
important that all musicians meet to 
receive the information and learn the 
new songs. People from the parishes 

that are interested in becoming a 
musician are welcome to come to 

the meeting  or visit with Sister 
Janet about it by calling 388-3766.                      

WE ARE ALWAYS IN NEED                             
OF MORE MUSICIANS!  

DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING - All people of good will are invited to take part in a 
day of prayer and fasting on Thursday, September 24, for the intentions of God’s mercy 
on the country and the healing and conversion of our hearts, especially in light of the 
ongoing pandemic and civil unrest. Those who are able, especially between 18-60 
years of age, are asked to fast until sundown as a sign of repentance. Eucharistic 
Adoration will be available from 9AM-11AM at Holy Family and 5PM-7PM at St. Joseph 
the Worker. All are invited to spend time with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament to beg 
for God’s mercy, to bring healing and conversion, and to join in solidarity with our sisters 
and brothers in need. 

https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship
https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/forming-consciences-faithful-citizenship


(SJW) Items Needed this Week: 

Soap and Body Wash.  

Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Connie Wallin - Director of Religious Education 

Kathy Moldan - Office Assistant  

Sister Janet Wermerskirchen - Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Mike Murrain - SJW Custodian 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Email 
bulletin 
notices 

to                             
office@sj
whf.org 

by 
Tuesday 
at noon. 

Office Phone………...…………………388-3766 

Parish Email………………...…office@sjwhf.org 

SJW Prayer Chain……...……...Joan: 388-5986 

HF Prayer Chain…………..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

Calvary Cemetery………Terry Miller: 387-5784  

 Summer Hours:  

Mon-Thurs: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Fri: 8:30am-12:00pm 

Dennis Owen, Richard Johnson, John Allen,                  
Jerry Schultz, George Larson, Tom B.               

Baptism - Please contact Fr. Reker in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism and the 

baptism preparation class. 

Marriage - Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 months in 

advance to begin preparation.  

Anointing of the Sick - If you or a family member 
is homebound or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

We are still accepting students in some of our grades; if you would like more 
information regarding enrolling at Loyola, please call 507-388-0600.  

Wired to the Heart update - Taking into consideration the health and safety of 
our families, volunteers, donors and potential attendees, Loyola's annual Wired 
to the Heart event, originally set for mid-November will be postponed to 
Saturday, February 6, 2021. We will continue to monitor the data and the 
recommendations of health officials in regard to in-person events. The 
committee will continue our planning for this fabulous event, whether it will be 
held in-person or virtually. Thank you for your continued support. Please watch 
for our event updates. 

Employment opportunities -  Loyola is hiring a Director of Development to 
support and sustainably strengthen our Advancement Department. The 
Director will help assist in our fundraising efforts, manage and train current 
staff, and be a key player in our future campaign efforts. If you or someone you 
know is qualified for this position, please contact Trudi Clements, 507-388-
0606.   

Phone: 388-0600, Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  

Adam Bemmels PreK-12 Principal 

SJW MEN’S CLUB MISSION STATEMENT: 

To bring together men of all ages to grow in relationship with 
Jesus Christ. With the direction of our Priest, encouraging each 

other to be servant leaders in our Church. 

Congratulations to Gerald Phillips the             

“301” winner of $250 for September 12! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK: 
Monday:     Eph 4: 1-7. 11-13/ Ps 19: 2-3. 4-5/ Mt 9: 9-13  
Tuesday:    Prv 21: 1-6. 10-13/ Ps 119: 1. 27. 30. 34. 35. 44/ Lk 8: 19-21  
Wednesday: Prv 30: 5-9/ Ps 119: 29. 72. 89. 101. 104. 163/ Lk 9: 1-6  
Thursday:    Eccl 1: 2-11/ Ps 90: 3-4. 5-6. 12-13. 14 and 17bc/ Lk 9: 7-9  
Friday:       Eccl 3: 1-11/ Ps 144: 1b and 2abc. 3-4/ Lk 9: 18-22  
Saturday:       Eccl 11: 9 – 12: 8/ Ps 90: 3-4. 5-6. 12-13. 14 and 17/ Lk 9: 43b-45 
Sunday:        Ez 18: 25-28/ Ps 25: 4-5. 6-7. 8-9 (6a)/ Phil 2: 1-11/ Mt 21: 28-32  

SJW NO FESTIVAL FESTIVAL - We are still looking 
for donations for our online auction. If you or your 
business would like to donate something, please 
contact Nicole at the parish office; nhermer@sjwhf.org 
or 388-3766. All donations need to be in our office by 
October 9th. The ONLINE AUCTION will take place 

October 24th starting at 10am and closing on the 25th at 7pm. Go to  
https://www.facebook.com/events/2736248503359448 and click the interested 
or going button to stay updated. You can also find this under the events tab on 
St. Joe’s Facebook page; https://www.facebook.com/sjwmankato.  

Please remember if you would prefer to not participate in the auction, we can 
always accept cash donations towards this year’s festival. Thank you in 
advance for helping us make this a success! *We can only accept new items or 
services as well as ready-to-go filled baskets for donations this year. If you 
make a donation that does not work for our 2020 virtual festival, we will hold it 
until next year.  

SPECIAL COLLECTION - Two natural disasters have recently affected our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Hurricane Laura in Louisiana and the California 
wildfires have created widespread destruction. We are asking you to respond 
with the Catholic community across the United States to a special emergency 
collection. Catholic Charities USA is the official domestic relief agency of the 
U.S. Catholic Church and is already responding to urgent needs for shelter, 
water, and food of those affected by these two disasters. Checks should be 
made payable to your local parish. For more information, go to www.usccb.org 
or www.catholiccharitiesusa.org. 

http://www.usccb.org
http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org


    

    

    

   

  

   

 

 

  

 

    

   

CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
To advertise, contact Nicole at the parish office 

507-388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org 

 

 

Well Drilling • Septic Systems 
www.seppmann.com 

507-625-3400 

 

 

  

Contact the parish office at 388-3766 to  
promote your business.  

 

www.drummersgardencenter.com    507-388-4877 

 In Loving Memory of 
 

Husband, Father, Grandfather. 
                       We love and miss you, 

 -Your Family 

John Quiring 

 In Loving Memory of my family                
Bill & Marie Sturm, Donny,                                                     

AnnaBelle & Mary Ann 

Missing You—Peg 

 In Loving Memory  
of our wife, mother, sister,  

and dear friend. 

JUDY HOGAN 

 

We love you and miss  
you very much. 

In Loving Memory of 

 of my daughter, 
Kristin and husband, 
Larry Volk. We love 

and miss you. 

 In loving memory of all our family: 
Francis, Phyllis & Nathan Sohler 

Love and miss you all. 

-Michael & Nancy 

 

 

 
Angela M. Schuck, DDS 

Keith P. Flack, DDS 

507-625-CARE (2273) 
mankatodentist.com 

 

  

 

 

WATER CONDITIONING 

·Soft Water  

·Iron Free Water  

·Taste, Odor Removal  

·Rental Plans  

·Salt Delivery Solutions  

 


