
 



As we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King this weekend, 
we enter the last days of the liturgical year and prepare for the 
beginning of Advent.  Given the Governor’s announcement last 
Wednesday, Advent will seem even more different than we might 
have expected.  As of now, the restrictions on worship have not 
changed, but many of our other activities and interests will be 
“paused” for (at least) four weeks.  I can’t imagine that many 
people are happy about these limitations, which cause real 
hardship for some, but the increasing numbers of infections, hospitalizations and 
deaths required that some actions be taken.  We may disagree about the details, 
but can we work together to the best of our ability to limit and shorten the 
pandemics effects?  I hope and pray so.  As Catholic Christians, perhaps the 
Season of Advent can offer us a spiritual perspective that deepens our faith, hope 
and love.   

 If the State of Minnesota’s “dialing back” had begun a week later, it would 
have overlapped with Advent very closely; however, it began a week early.  You 
may recall that Advent focuses on the ways that Christ comes into our lives 
(“advent” means “coming”): at Bethlehem years ago, the Shepherd-King’s return in 
glory, and the ways that the Lord is present in our lives now.  Past, future & present.  
Generally, Advent is a season of joyful expectation, but there is also a dimension of 
preparation and vigilance.  The readings and prayers for the first part of Advent, 
through December 16

th
, focus on the future coming of Christ and the need to repent 

and be ready; the later days turn our attention to the Lord’s birth.  There is a 
penitential tone to Advent and the current restrictions could be an invitation to adopt 
a spiritual attitude toward the sacrifices we are asked to make.  One, probably 
unintended, consequence of these past months for me is a re-evaluation of what 
really matters in my life.  As you know, I am a sports guy, especially a fan of the 
Twins, Gophers, Vikings and college basketball (including the NCAA Tournament).  
Although I have continued to be a fan, I am not as rabid as I once was.  I have 
found more time for reading, connecting with family and friends, and reflecting.   

 Living alone, I was grateful for and enjoying the slow return to “normal,” 
limited though it was, and am disappointed that some restrictions are returning.  
However, I am accepting these changes as a unique way to enter into the spirit of 
Advent more fully and not get overwhelmed by the usual busyness of the season.  I 
invite you to consider making this a more sacred Advent, marked by a closer 
relationship with God and concern for others.  No, this is not a request to over-
spiritualize the challenges and difficulties we face, but to approach them with an 
Advent perspective.  If anything, entering into Advent in this manner can strengthen 
our relationship with God and make us more responsive to those who are suffering 
during the pandemic.  We might be moved to shift some of our usual Christmas 
spending to helping those who are struggling because of COVID19.  How we name, 
describe or approach Advent this year could yield surprising graces. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Father Tim Reker 

JOB OPENING: St. Joseph the Worker/Holy Family Parish Cluster is seeking a Director of Faith Formation 
and Youth Ministry. The candidate must be a practicing Catholic, in good standing with the Church, with an 
active and faithful Catholic life. The primary responsibility of the Director of Faith Formation and Youth 
Ministry is to administer (design, develop, direct, communicate and evaluate) the Parish Faith Formation 
Program. A theology degree is preferred, but not required. Competence with a teaching, supervisory, and 
ministry role is a must. Additional skills and qualifications: Trained and current in Safe Environment. 
Commitment to work in a collaborative and ecclesial manner. Ability to organize and animate volunteers. 
Commitment to ongoing personal spiritual growth and theological education. Microsoft Office skills. Excellent 
language and communication skills required. Ability to manage repetitive tasks with little or no supervision.  
This is a full-time, salaried position, which reports directly to the pastor. Compensation commensurate with 
qualifications and experience. Interested and qualified candidates should email a cover letter and resume by 
November 30th to office@sjwhf.org.  

The gift tags with a name and gift 
suggestions for  Hillcrest Health Care 

residents are now available on a 
table in the gathering area of the 

church by the Hubbell Street 
entrance and in the parish office on 
weekdays. You do not have to buy 
each suggested gift.  This year it is 
even more important to remember 
the residents who have all been 

confined inside for such a long time.  
We are unable to have our annual 

Christmas party for them which they 
always look forward to, but we can lift 
their spirits with gifts to let them know 

we haven’t forgotten them.  Please 
return your wrapped gift(s), with the 
name of the resident attached, to 

church or the parish office by 
Sunday, December 13, after the 

10:30 AM Mass. Call Nancy at 387-
5245 if you have any questions. 

HF: ANGEL TREE 

The Lake Crystal Area Angel Tree 
Project (a non-profit organization) will 
sponsor the annual “ANGEL TREE” 

project again this year. “Angel” 
wishes will be available today during 
Mass and at the Lake Crystal City 

Hall Lobby starting on Monday, Nov. 
23rd. All gifts need to be returned to 
the City Hall lobby by Wednesday, 
Dec. 9th (and NOT brought to the 

church). Thank you for your generous 
and continued support of this 

community project. Please keep the 
“Angel” families in your holiday 

prayers.                     

HILLCREST CHRISTMAS GIFTS   



 Nov. 14 & 15, 2020 

$3,278.00 

Fiscal Year to Date 
$116,604.49  Actual 

 $125,879.46  Budget 

St. Joseph the Worker  

Fiscal Year to Date 
$37,475.86 Actual  

 $37,481.67 Budget 

Holy Family  

Nov. 15,  2020 
$1,856.60 

 
Tuesday, Nov. 24:  
SJW          12:05pm  -†Edith Miller 
Wednesday, Nov. 25:  
*HF               8:30am - †Carl Mack 
Thursday, Nov.26:  
*SJW              9:00am -†Roman Saffert 
Friday, Nov. 27:  
SJW           NO MASS 
Saturday, Nov. 28: 1st Sunday of Advent  
SJW           5:00pm - †Jim Lawrence 
Sunday, Nov. 29: 1st Sunday of Advent  
HF              8:30am - For the Parishioners 
SJW           10:30am - †Conrad Hennen 
          *Notice the Daily Mass Changes * 
______________________________________________ 
 
Mon:    Rv 14: 1-3. 4b-5/ Ps 24: 1bc-2. 3-4ab. 5-6/ Lk 21: 1-4  
Tues:   Rv 14: 14-19/ Ps 96: 10. 11-12. 13/ Lk 21: 5-11  
Wed:    Rv 15: 1-4/ Ps 98: 1. 2-3ab. 7-8. 9/ Lk 21: 12-19  
Thurs:  Sir 50: 22-24/ 1 Cor 1: 3-9/ Lk 17: 11-19.  
 Fri:     Rv 20: 1-4. 11-21: 2/ Ps 84: 3. 4. 5-6a and 8a/  
           Lk 21: 29-33  
Sat:      Rv 22: 1-7/ Ps 95: 1-2. 3-5. 6-7ab/ Lk 21: 34-36  
Sun:   Is 63: 16b-17. 19b; 64: 2-7/ Ps 80: 2-3. 15-16. 18-19 (4)/ 
          1 Cor 1: 3-9/ Mk 13: 33-37  

Congratulations to Ben Michels the                       

“301” winner of $250 for Nov. 14! 

Saturday, November 28 

SJW—5:00 p.m. Mass 
Reader: Kristin Hoehn 
ECM: Tom Hallett 
Back up ECM:  Lia Price 
Ushers: Peter Schwamberger 
Musicians: Cindy Lawrence, Tom Wilcox 
 

   Sunday, November 29 

HF—8:30 a.m. Mass 
Reader: Marty Cassem 
ECM: Mary Cassem 
Ushers: Ken Roos 
Musicians: Jan Osten, Dianne Rothfork 
                   

SJW—10:30 a.m. Mass  
Reader: Val Koch 
ECM: *1 NEEDED 
Backup ECM: *1 NEEDED 
Ushers: Jeff Willaert 
Musicians: Kris Madsen, Bob Dickhudt 

DON’T HAVE CASH OR CHECK? No problem! You 
can  make a one-time or recurring donation to St. Joe’s or 
Holy Family with a credit or debit card. Grab your phone 
or computer and visit the church website at sjwhf.org and 
click on the green Donate Now button for your parish. 

        LIKE OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK  

        for the most up-to-date news about our parishes! 

PLEASE READ IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY                          
ATTENDING IN PERSON MASSES:  

We are very much in need of ushers for all three 
weekend Masses at SJW and HF. We need lectors and 

ECMs for the 8:30am HF Mass & the 10:30am SJW 
Mass. Please volunteer if you are able, even if you 
have not done these ministries in the past! Please 
Contact Kathy at kmoldan@sjwhf.org or call the    

office 507-388-3766 by Thursday if able to fill what is 
needed for the following week. Thanks! 

*See below for what is needed still for next weekend. 

THANK YOU to all those who donated to the SJW No 
Festival Festival  by participating in the Online Auction or 
by giving monetary donations. We raised $10,140 which 
will help greatly with the parish operating expenses!  

SCAM ALERT—PLEASE REMEMBER that Fr. Reker 
does not ever send out emails or text messages asking for 
gift cards or money. This is a scam and we ask that you 
please ignore and delete/block the email or text. Thank 
you!  

Mon. 11/23:       2:00pm Girls on the Run - SJW Gym  
Tues. 11/24:      8:30am Scripture Study - HF 
     6:30pm Scripture Study - SJW 
Wed. 11/25:       6:00pm No Faith Formation  - SJW & HF 
Thurs. 11/26:    Thanksgiving   Office Closed  
Fri. 11/27:          Office Closed 
Sat. 11/28:         4:00pm Confession - SJW 
Sun. 11/29:        8:00am Confessions - HF 

Join us for a Thanksgiving Mass Thursday 11/26               

at 9am at St. Joseph the Worker.  



NOVEMBER 
 
 

Wed 25  NO Faith Formation In-Person Classes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

DECEMBER 
 

Wed 2  In Person Faith Formation Classes 
 SJW - K-10, 6-7pm         HF -  K-10, 6-7pm 

 
Sun 6  Youth Mass - HF at 8:30am   SJW at 10:30am 

 
Tue 8  Immaculate Conception of Mary Masses:  
 Eve of Mass (12/7) SJW - 5:30pm 
         St. Joseph - 12:05pm  Holy Family - 5:30pm 

                       (Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

Wed 9  Faith Formation Family Mass 
  6:00pm at St. Joseph the Worker + 
 1st Reconciliation Learning Centers, 4-7pm, in SJW gym 
 
Wed 16  In Person Faith Formation Classes 
  SJW - K-10, 6-7pm         HF -  K-10, 6-7pm 
 
Wed 23  NO Faith Formation In-Person Classes 
   Christmas Break 
 
Wed 30  NO Faith Formation In-Person Classes 
   New Years Break 

 
 Watch the parish website (sjwhf.org)  
for updates or changes to calendar 

 

St. Joseph the Worker & Holy Family 
Faith Formation Contact Information 

Connie Wallin, Director: cwallin@sjwhf.org 
Phone: 507-388-3766 

 

November 25, 2020 
Christ the King 

Take Home Advent  

Materials for ALL Families 

can be picked up in the front       

entrance of both St. Joseph the 

Worker and Holy Family parish: 
 

At SJW weekdays between 9am 

& 4pm, or Sundays before/after 

Mass times. 

At HF before/after Sunday 

Mass.  

Advent Preparations 

In family life, we try to prepare      

ourselves for the future: our next    

vacation, our children’s education, our 

retirement. We are careful not to    

allow ourselves to be caught by      

surprise so that we can handle any challenges our family 

may face. The Scripture readings we hear in church during 

Advent remind us that we are called to be attentive in our 

spiritual lives as well. We are to wait in hope so that the 

coming salvation will not catch us unprepared. This means 

attending to our family’s spiritual life as carefully as we   

attend to other important family matters. 

 

As you gather as a family, talk about a time when you       

received surprise visitors at your house, perhaps a neighbor 

stopping by or a relative who arrived unannounced. Was 

your household prepared to receive this surprise guest? What 

might your family have done differently if you knew ahead 

of time that this visitor was going to arrive? Jesus told his 

disciples that no one but the Father knows when the Son of 

Man will come in glory. Read what Jesus told his disciples 

about this in Mark 13:33-37. 

 

During Advent, we not only prepare ourselves to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus, but we also check in to see if we are doing 

all the things that will keep us ready to receive Jesus when 

he comes again. Talk to your family about how you are    

doing in attending to your spiritual life as a family.           

Recommit yourselves to praying daily, reading Scripture and 

staying faithful to God’s commandments. Pray together that 

through this Advent season your family will be more        

prepared to receive Jesus when he comes again. As a       

concluding prayer read Paul’s words to the Corinthians 

found in 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, or pray the Lord’s Prayer.  

Loyola Press 2006 

 THANKSGIVING 

 One act of thanksgiving, when things go wrong  

with us, is worth a thousand thanks when things  

are agreeable in our inclinations. 

St. John of Avila 



(SJW) Last week: lbs                  

Items Needed this Week:               

Cereal & Juice.  

Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Connie Wallin - Director of Religious Education 

Kathy Moldan - Office Assistant  

Sister Janet Wermerskirchen - Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Mike Murrain - SJW Custodian 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Email bulletin notices to                             

office@sjwhf.org by Tuesday at noon. 

Office Phone………...…………………388-3766 

Parish Email………………...…office@sjwhf.org 

SJW Prayer Chain……...……...Joan: 388-5986 

HF Prayer Chain…………..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

Calvary Cemetery………Terry Miller: 387-5784  

Mon-Thurs: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Fri: 8:30am-12:00pm 

or by appointment 

Dennis Owen, Richard Johnson, John Allen,                  
Jerry Schultz, George Larson, Tom B.               

Baptism - Please contact Fr. Reker in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism and the 

baptism preparation class. 

Marriage - Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 months in 

advance to begin preparation.  

Anointing of the Sick - If you or a family member 
is homebound or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

Phone: 388-0600, Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  

Adam Bemmels PreK-12 Principal 

SJW MEN’S CLUB MISSION STATEMENT: 
To bring together men of all ages to grow in relationship with 

Jesus Christ. With the direction of our Priest, encouraging each 
other to be servant leaders in our Church. 

Wired to the Heart silent auction: The silent auction that we have all 
come to love will be offered as an online auction starting Friday, 
November 20 at 9am and will close on Sunday, November 22 at 9pm. 
Watch www.wiredtotheheart.com for details! Items will be added 
throughout the week prior to the opening of the auction for preview! 

Wired to the Heart update: Taking into consideration the health and 
safety of our families, volunteers, donors and potential attendees, Loyola's 
annual Wired to the Heart event, originally set for mid-November will be 
postponed to Saturday, February 6, 2021. We will continue to monitor the 
data and the recommendations of health officials in regard to in-person 
events. The committee will continue our planning for this fabulous event, 
whether it will be held in-person or virtually. Thank you for your continued 
support. Please watch for our event updates. 

St. Joseph the Worker 

Current Total: 
$26,854.50  

or 82% of our goal.   

We still need $5,845.50   

to make our goal  

of $32,700! 

Holy Family 
Current Total: 

$8,595.00  
or 85% of our goal.  

We still need $1,305.00  

to make our goal  

of $9,900! 

LIGHTING UP LAKE CRYSTAL: On December 5th, from 5-8:30pm 
Lake Crystal will be having the Lighting Up Lake Crystal Event. We are 
inviting the community to decorate their houses for the holidays and give 
their address, so we can make a Tour of Lights map of the town. This tour 
will end at the LCWM Secondary School and through the bus loop. On the 
sidewalk that runs next to the loop, we are inviting local businesses, 
churches, groups and families to create an illuminated display. Some 
ideas may be a holiday inflatable, or a Christmas tree decorated and lit 
with the group’s colors or ornaments. We are trying to have enough 
groups that we can fill the sidewalk. At the end of the sidewalk will be 
Santa, and donation baskets. The donations will go toward the Little 
Knights Preschool Scholarship fund. These funds are used to support 
families in our program. The need is great this year and we were not able 
to have our Jungle Boogie fundraiser last spring. We welcome all 
businesses and groups to join us. If you would like to put up a display, 
please call us at (507)-726-2673. You can also get more information on 
the Holy Family Facebook page or by searching “Lighting Up Lake 
Crystal” on Facebook. 

WEST MANKATO HOLIDAY LIGHTS - December 6-25th Join your 
neighbors in creating a West Mankato lights display and tour. YOU CAN 
HELP! Decorate your houses with a festive lights display, even simple 
decorations can add some holiday cheer! Pick a theme and decorate your 
yard, have fun! Make a donation to area food shelves. Drop a food item in 
the collection boxes located along the tour. Visit facebook.com/
WestKatoHolidayLights to make a monetary donation or if you have any 
questions. Tour the neighborhood displays and enjoy the beauty of the 
season!  

http://www.wiredtotheheart.com


    

    

    

   

  

   

 

 

  

 

    

   

CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

To advertise, contact Nicole at the parish office 

507-388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org 

 

 

Well Drilling • Septic Systems 
www.seppmann.com 

507-625-3400 

 

 

  

Contact the parish office at 388-3766 to  

promote your business.  

 

www.drummersgardencenter.com    507-388-4877 

 In Loving Memory of 

 
Husband, Father, Grandfather. 

                       We love and miss you, 
 -Your Family 

John Quiring 

 In Loving Memory of my family                
Bill & Marie Sturm, Donny,                                                     

AnnaBelle & Mary Ann 

Missing You—Peg 

 In Loving Memory  
of our wife, mother, sister,  

and dear friend. 

JUDY HOGAN 

 

We love you and miss  
you very much. 

In Loving Memory of 

 of my daughter, 
Kristin and husband, 
Larry Volk. We love 

and miss you. 

 In loving memory of all our family: 
Francis, Phyllis & Nathan Sohler 

Love and miss you all. 
-Michael & Nancy 

 

 

 
Angela M. Schuck, DDS 

Keith P. Flack, DDS 

507-625-CARE (2273) 
mankatodentist.com 

 

  

 

 

WATER CONDITIONING 

·Soft Water  

·Iron Free Water  

·Taste, Odor Removal  

·Rental Plans  

·Salt Delivery Solutions  

 


