
 

 



 The Church designates the Fourth Sunday of Lent as 
“Laetare” (or “Rejoice”) Sunday, very similar to the Third Sunday of 
Advent, which is “Gaudete” (another Latin word for “Rejoice”) Sunday.  It 
might seem strange to have a Sunday focused on rejoicing during the 
penitential season of Lent, but it stems from the day’s Entrance 
Antiphon: “Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.  Be joyful, all who were in 
mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.”  We are given an opportunity 
to be glad about the ways that God is at work in our lives as individuals and as a church.  
The opening prayer might even help us understand the relationship between the gospel 
readings last week, this week and next week: “O God, who through your Word reconcile 
the human race to yourself in a wonderful way…”  In the current year (C or the Year of 
Luke), we have three gospel passage that focus on reconciliation and forgiveness.  We 
might want to view them as three reasons to rejoice. 

Last week’s gospel highlighted the parable of fig tree.  You may recall that the 
orchard owner had a tree that did not produce fruit for three years, so he was 
going to cut it down.  The gardener asked for a year of grace to give the tree 
another chance; in the meantime, he would cultivate around and fertilize it.  If we 
were the fig tree (which many of us may indeed be!), we would rejoice in the 
owner’s (big F) patience and the gardener’s (big J) diligent care. 

This week we listen to the powerful parable that goes by various names: The 
Prodigal Son; the Prodigal (Forgiving) Father; and the Self-righteous (Resentful) 
Brother.  Notice the audience – the Pharisees and Scribes, and perhaps the tax 
collectors and sinners.  Whether we are like one or more of the characters in the 
parable, we can certainly rejoice in the Father’s mercy, the warm welcome home 
and/or the chance to address resentment. 

Next week we look forward to the trap the scribes and Pharisees set for Jesus by 
using the woman caught in adultery.  Jesus passes their test by stating, “Let the 
one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”  His 
comment challenges each one of us, doesn’t it?  Her conversation with Jesus 
leads to another probing observation, “Neither do I condemn you.  Go, and 
from now on do not sin any more.”  Any sinners among us (i.e. all of us) can 
rejoice in these words of Jesus.   

As you may know, on both Laetare and Gaudete Sundays, there is an option to wear 
rose (not pink   ) colored vestments, but I prefer to wear the violet/purple vestments for 
the whole season of Lent.  If you look closely on these Sundays, you might glimpse a 
little rose nonetheless.  On a more serious note, I thought you might appreciate seeing 
how these three Sundays of Lent are related to one another and highlight the 
reconciliation and forgiveness offered to us, especially at this time of year.  Laetare!  
Rejoice! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 

P.S. Please join us for Reconciliation on Sunday, April 10th at 1pm. 

Lent & Easter Schedule: 

Stations of the Cross: 
Fridays @ 5:15PM                               

Apr. 1st @ HF                                          
Apr. 8th @ SJW 

Lenten Reconciliation:                                     
Sunday, April 10th, 1:00PM @ SJW 

Holy Thursday (April 14th):                      
7:30PM @ SJW 

Good Friday (April 15th):                       
12:05PM @ SJW, 5:30PM @ HF 

Holy Saturday (April 16th):                       
8:00PM @ SJW 

Easter Sunday (April 17th):                      
8:30AM @ HF, 10:30AM @ SJW  

 Liturgical Music Director Job Opening 
St. Joseph the Worker and Holy Family Cluster Parishes are looking for a part-time 

Liturgical Music Director. Directly accountable to the Pastor. As the Director of Music 

Ministry this individual is a pastoral musician of service to the parish at prayer. 

Responsible for coordinating and regularly scheduling musicians to provide music for 

parish Mass as well as other liturgical celebrations throughout the year. A person with 

good knowledge of the Catholic liturgy preferred. Proficient piano accompanying skills 

desired. Starting May 2022, approximately fifteen hours per week, pay based on 

experience. Send your application and/or resume to Fr. Reker at the Parish Office or 

email treker@sjwhf.org. For more info call the Parish Office at 388-3766.  

We pray for the family and 

friends of                              

Marion Freking (HF )                                                

who passed away March 16th. 

May she rest in peace.  



Children’s Weekly Stewardship 
Treasure: SJW: $52.81       HF:  $12.00 

  Mar 19 & 20,  2022 

$7,662.98 

Fiscal Year to Date 
$301,611.82 Actual 

 $286,915.48 Budget 

St. Joseph the Worker  

Fiscal Year to Date 
$83,759.08 Actual  

 $84,509.78 Budget 

Holy Family  

 Mar. 20, 2022 
$2,020.50 Tuesday, Mar. 29 :   

SJW         12:05pm - †Arnold Hennen 
Wednesday, Mar. 30:  
Hillcrest    9:30am - Word & Communion  
Pathstone 10:00am - †Deceased Members of the Ray Reker Family 
Thursday, Mar. 31:  
HF             8:30am - †Barb Stangler 
Good Counsel 11:00am - †Phyllis Wilmes 
Friday, Apr. 1:  
SJW         12:05pm - †Rita Gomsrud 
Saturday, Apr. 2: 5th Sunday of Lent  
SJW          5:00pm - †Dianne Honermann 
Sunday, Apr. 3: 5th Sunday of Lent  
HF            8:30am - Ray Reker (Blessing) 
SJW        10:30am - For the Parishioners 
____________________________________________ 
 
Mon:    Is 65:17–21 • Ps 30:2 and 4, 5–6, 11–12a and 13b •  
               Jn 4:43–54 
Tues:   Ez 47:1–9, 12 • Ps 46:2–3, 5–6, 8–9 • Jn 5:1–16 
Wed:   Is 49:8–15 • Ps 145:8–9, 13cd–14, 17–18 • Jn 5:17–30 
Thurs:  Ex 32:7–14 • Ps 106:19–20, 21–22, 23 • Jn 5:31–47 
Fri:       Wis 2:1a, 12–22 • Ps 34:17–18, 19–20, 21 and 23 •  
                Jn 7:1–2, 10, 25–30  
Sat:      Jer 11:18–20 • Ps 7:2–3, 9bc–10, 11–12 • Jn 7:40–53  
Sun:     Ez 37:12–14 • Ps 130:1–2, 3–4, 5–6, 7–8 • Rom 8:8–11 •  
               Jn 11:1–45 or 11:3–7, 17, 20–27, 33b–45  

Congratulations to Rita Yonkovich,                                          

the “301” winner of $100 for March 19! 

Mon. 3/28:      6:30pm Music Practice - SJW Church 

Tues. 3/29:     8:30am Bible Study - HF Hall 

                        6:30pm Bible Study - SJW Gym 

Wed. 3/30:      6:00pm Reconciliation & Adoration - SJW 

                        6:00pm  Faith Formation - HF  

Thurs. 3/31:    8:15am ECFE Screening - SJW Gym 

Fri. 4/1:           7:45am ECFE Screening - SJW Gym 

                        5:15pm Stations of the Cross - HF 

Sat. 4/2:          4:00pm Confession - SJW 

Sun. 4/3:         8:00am Confession - HF 

                        9:00am SJW Men’s Club Mtg. - SJW Gym 

Saturday, April 2 

SJW—5:00 p.m. Mass            
Reader: John Kanyusik 
Servers:  Riley & Taylor Fitzloft 
ECM:  Cookie Oberle, Gwen Stavenau, Joyce Wilcox   
Ushers: Mark Piepho, Jan Mountain, 2 Needed 
Musicians: Cindy Lawrence, Jeanne Hassing 
 

   Sunday, April 3 

HF—8:30 a.m. Mass 
Reader: Youth Mass 
Servers: Grace Sandmeyer, Megan Sickler  
ECM: Pat Jones  
Ushers: Youth Mass 
Musicians: Erika Seppmann, Sheila Sickler 
 

SJW—10:30 a.m. Mass  
Reader: Youth Mass 
Servers:  Hannah & Carter James 
ECM:  Kevin Doyle, Julie Freyberg, Heather Lucas 
Ushers: Youth Mass 
Musicians: Maleia Ryberg, Teresa Anderson,  
                  Anne Richardson  
 
 

Doorkeeper: David Hassing 

. 

CMA 2022: Your generosity to the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal from year to year is so greatly appreciated! You are 
making a difference in our Catholic community through faith
-enriching ministries that take place throughout each year. 
Your gift makes a direct impact in supporting these 
ministries that are leading people closer to Christ. Thank 
you for your generosity! To give online, visit www. 
catholicfsmn.org 

VISIT THE IMPRISONED: “The spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; He has sent 
me to bring good news to the afflicted, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, release 
to the prisoners” (Is. 61:1). This week, answer Christ’s call 
to Visit the Imprisoned by 1) Praying for an end to human 
trafficking and the use of the death penalty; 2) Fasting from 
social media and unnecessary phone use; 3) Writing to 
prisoners. For more ideas on how to put Christ’s Mercy in 
Motion this Lent, visit www.ccsomn.org/mercyinmotion. 



 
 

 

Eucharistic Adoration  

Faith Formation catechists and youth at 
Holy Family received the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and prayed in Eucharistic 
Adoration on Wednesday, March 23.   

This week, the SJW catechists and youth 
will do the same. Parishioners are invited to 
join in Adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament from 6:00-7:00 PM with 
Benediction at 7:05 PM.   

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Several priests will be available on Palm 
Sunday, April 10 at 1:00 PM at St. Joseph 
the Worker. Meditate on the words in the 
Act of Contrition and prepare with an 
Examination of Conscience.  This one is for 
children, but it’s good for adults, too: 

Faith Formation March & April 

30 
Wed 

Faith Formation at HF 
Reconciliation & Adoration at SJW 

6:00-7:00 PM 

3 
Sun 

Youth Mass 8:30 AM HF 
10:30 AM SJW 

6 
Wed 

Stations of the Cross led by 9th & 
10th Graders 

6:00 PM HF 
6:00 PM SJW 

13  
Wed 

 No Faith Formation Classes 
Holy Week 

 

17 
Sun  

EASTER SUNDAY  

20 
Wed 

Faith Formation Classes 6:00 PM HF 
6:00 PM SJW 

23  
Sat 

2nd Graders’ First Communion Re-
treat & Rehearsal 
First Communion Mass (arrive one 
hour early) 

9:00-11:30 AM 
SJW gym 
5:00 PM 

24 
Sun 

First Communion Mass (arrive one 
hour early) 

8:30 AM HF 
10:30 AM SJW 

27 
Wed 

Faith Formation Celebration Picnic 
(everyone is at SJW) 

6:00 PM  
SJW gym 

Responsibilities to God: 
Have I prayed every day? Have I prayed with my 
parents and family? 
Have I been moody and rebellious about praying 
and going to church on Sunday? 
Have I asked the Holy Spirit to help me whenever 
I have been tempted to sin? 
Have I asked the Holy Spirit to help me do what is 
right? 
 
Responsibilities to Others: 
Have I been obedient and respectful to my par-
ents? 
Have I lied or been deceitful to them or to oth-
ers? 
Have I been arrogant, stubborn or rebellious? 
Have I talked back to parents, teachers or other 
adults? 
Have I pouted and been moody? 
Have I been selfish toward my parents, brothers, 
and sisters, teachers, or my friends and school-
mates? 
Have I gotten angry at them? Have I hit anyone? 
Have I held grudges or not forgiven others? 
Have I treated others with respect or have I 
made fun of them and called them names? 
Have I used bad language? 
Have I stolen anything? Have I returned it? 
Have I performed my responsibilities, such as 
homework and household chores? 
Have I been helpful and affectionate toward my 
family? 
Have I been kind and generous with my friends?  

Watch on Formed: 

Go to: Formed.org/signup 

 and type in our parish 



Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Val Koch - Director of Faith Formation  

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Kathy Moldan - Office Assistant  

Sister Janet Wermerskirchen - Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Mike Murrain - SJW Custodian 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Email bulletin notices to                             

office@sjwhf.org by Tuesday at noon. 

Office Phone………...…………………388-3766 

Parish Email………………...…office@sjwhf.org 

SJW Prayer Chain………….Terri: email terri@                                     

                                                 terrimichels.com   

HF Prayer Chain…………..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

Calvary Cemetery………Terry Miller: 387-5784  

Mon-Thurs: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Fri: 8:30am-12:00pm 

or by appointment 

Richard Johnson, John Allen, Jerry Schultz,   
George Larson, Tom B.               

Baptism - Please contact Fr. Reker in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism and the 

baptism preparation class. 

Marriage - Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 months in 

advance to begin preparation.  

Anointing of the Sick - If you or a family member 
is homebound or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

SJW MEN’S CLUB MISSION STATEMENT: 
To bring together men of all ages to grow in relationship with 

Jesus Christ. With the direction of our Priest, encouraging each 
other to be servant leaders in our Church. 

Did you know? Loyola received a grant from the Walmart Community 
Fund, and has purchased four 3-D printers for our STREAM (Science, 
Technology, Religion, Engineering, Art and Math) class. STREAM is a 
project-based learning class, serving all students in grade K-8. Students will 
take projects from concept to completion using skills such as design, 
programming, problem solving, planning and creativity. Loyola wants to 
ensure that a quality Catholic education is accessible for our students. If 
your family could benefit from financial aid, visit https://online.factsmgt.com/
aid to apply, or email admissions@loyolacatholicschool.org for more 
information. 

Alumni News: Have you signed up for the alumni newsletter? The spring 
edition will be distributed electronically in the coming days. Each edition 
includes information about your classmates, what is happening at Loyola, 
the latest reunion information, and more! To be put on the distribution list, 
contact Matt Fink at mfink@loyolacatholicschool.org, or call him at (507) 
386-5392. 

Lucky 20 Raffle: Help support Loyola Catholic School with a chance to win 
some extra cash! Tickets are now on sale for Loyola’s annual Lucky 20 
raffle. Purchase a raffle ticket for $100 for a chance to win a variety of cash 
prizes starting with $10,000! The winners will be announced at the 
Crusader Golf Classic at Mankato Golf Club on May 16, 2022. Winners do 
not need to be present to win. You still have the opportunity to help support 
Loyola by volunteering to sell Lucky 20 tickets! If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Carrie Kijenski at 
ckijenski@loyolacatholicschool.org or 507.386.5381. 

Phone: 388-0600, Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  

Adam Bemmels, PreK-12 Principal 

(SJW) Last month: 93lbs. Items 

needed this week: Cake Mix & 

Frosting.  

QUILTING: Come join our SJW quilting group on Monday, March 28th at 
11am and stay as long as you would like. Held in rectory basement, enter 
through door 7. May bring a sack lunch. No skills needed! 

DRIVEN BY A DREAM: Malnutrition is widespread in Rwanda, but 
Gloriose and her husband are doing everything they can to keep their 
children healthy and set them up for success. From learning to grow a 
kitchen garden to participating in a micro-savings group, Gloriose and 
Karekezi know it takes many resources to help their children thrive. How 
have you helped others access what they need this Lent? Visit 
crsricebowl.org to learn more.  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A PALM SUNDAY HYMN FESTIVAL, Sunday, 
April 10 at 6:30 pm in Christ Chapel on the campus of Gustavus Adolphus 
College in Saint Peter, Minnesota.  Organist Nathaniel Gumbs, from Yale 
University, will lead the hymn festival from both the 55 rank Hillgreen-
Lane organ in the loft and the Steinway grand on the chapel 
floor.  Members of the choral ensembles at Gustavus, the Christ Chapel 
Brass, and the Sunday Worshiping Community praise band will assist with 
musical leadership.  As a part of the regular Sunday evening worship 
service in Christ Chapel, the festival will feature some Palm Sunday 
liturgy, including a short homily and Holy Communion. Concert organist 
Nathaniel Gumbs has performed at many venues in the U.S.A. and 
abroad. He is Director of Chapel Music at Yale University where he 
coordinates music for three worshiping communities: the University 
Church in Battell Chapel, and at Yale Divinity School in both Marquand 
Chapel and Berkeley Divinity School.  More info about Dr. Gumbs can be 
found at concertorganists.com.   



A Call to All Men of St. Joseph the Worker Parish 

When Jesus began his ministry, the first thing he did was to make 

friends with his apostles.  He didn’t assign them tasks or ask them for 

money, he welcomed them with conversation and friendship. St Joe’s 

Men’s club is asking you to join us for fun and fellowship. We are a 

group that gathers the first Sunday of each month to serve God, our 

parish and to help each other. We can be seen hanging Christmas 

lights on the church, raising funds through the 301 drawing, gathering 

for fellowship at the Christmas social or lending a hand any time the 

church has a need.  

Our group is aging, an informal age survey taken at one of our last 

meetings provide us with an answer that the average age in 

attendance was 74 years young. We are active serving the parish, but 

the request of climbing ladders to hang Christmas lights or setting up 

tents for the fall festival is proving to be a challenge. We need young 

men to be active in the men’s club.  

The goal of the group is to grow the active membership with new 

ideas, a fresh perspective and renewal of energy. Getting to know 

people of the parish is a fun way to serve the greater good and the 

rewards go well beyond what can be calculated on a sheet of paper. 

We truly are at a point where we need active members to keep the 

men’s club relevant and active. Yes, we are asking you to join us for 

our next meeting on Sunday, April 3rd at 9 a.m. in the gymnasium. 

Join us to learn more about our activities and meet new friends. If you 

have any questions please reach out to Tim Wendlandt, at 380-7347 

or wendlandt@live.com he will be glad to share our mission with you.  

-Flip- 

mailto:wendlandt@live.com


SJW Men’s Club “301 Raffle” Update 

It has come to our attention that many of our 

Parish Members may not be aware of the Men’s 

Club Major Fundraiser, the 301 Raffle, and how it 

works. 

This Raffle consists of selling 301 raffle tickets 

(hence the name as we sell 301 Tickets) for 

$52.00 (the price came about looking at a cost of 

$1.00 a week). This makes the buyer eligible for 

all weekly drawings for the year. Your ticket goes in the drawing each and every 

weekly drawing, even if you win, giving your ticket a chance to win once, twice, 

etc. 

Every Saturday in the month we draw a ticket out for $100.00, the second 

Saturday for $250.00 and the third and fourth also for $100.00. At the sixth month 

the $250.00 is replaced with a semi-grand prize of $500.00.  At the end of the year 

the $250.00 is replaced with the grand prize of $1000.00. 

At the end of our fiscal year, we put on an Appreciation party for all the buyers of 

tickets for that year. This is held in the gym the second Saturday of May after the 5 

P.M. Mass.  Our Menu is Brats, Hot dogs, potato salad, fruit, desert and various 

beverages.  This is the night of the $1,000.00 winner.   

Ticket sales are open to any one of legal gambling age whether a parishioner or 

not. The Funds we make are used for various projects for the parish along with 

donations to other non-profits. We have a dozen or so Men’s Club members who 

will be selling next years tickets starting soon.    

As always thank you for your support with this event. 

-Flip- 



 

CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

To advertise, contact Nicole at the parish office 

507-388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org 

 

  

Contact the parish office at 388-3766 to  

promote your business.  


