
 

 



 How often do you worry about not finding a place to fill 
your gas tank or to get something to eat or drink?  Probably not 
too often.  We have many choices for food, beverage and fuel.  
(It might be difficult to pay the increasingly high costs…)  I’ll 
never forget driving west of Mobridge, South Dakota, and seeing 
a sign warning that it was so many miles until the next filling 
station.  Of course, I immediately looked at the fuel gauge and 
was relieved to discover that I had plenty of gas to make it.  The 
sparsely populated area spooked me a bit and I was relieved to arrive at my 
destination.  I mention this example because we are celebrating First Communion 
(Eucharist) this weekend at all three Masses, which can be an opportunity to ponder 
a gift that we might take for granted at times: celebrating the Eucharist and receiving 
Communion.  As we pray with and for the children this weekend, we can reaffirm our 
faith in the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and pray for greater fidelity in 
receiving this sacrament and living it out in our daily lives. 

 As you may know, there is a serious concern in the Church that people don’t 
understand or believe what we teach about the Eucharist.  This Second Sunday of 
Easter, also known as Divine Mercy Sunday, might be an appropriate time to review 
this belief and say a whole-hearted “AMEN” – “YES, I BELIEVE.”  Or, in the words of 
Thomas in today’s Gospel, “My Lord and my God!”  The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, quoting the Council of Trent, summarizes it: “Because Christ our Redeemer 
said that it was truly his body that he was offering under the species of bread, it has 
always been the conviction of the Church of God, and this holy Council now 
declares again, that by the consecration of the bread and wine there takes place a 
change of the whole substance of the bread into the substance of the body of Christ 
our Lord and of the whole substance of the wine into the substance of his blood.  
This change the holy Catholic Church has fittingly and properly called 
transubstantiation.”  Like Thomas, we might have or had doubts about this central 
teaching, but if we approach the Lord honestly and directly, we can trust that Jesus 
will lead us to a deeper faith, too. 

 Sometimes questions arise as to who is (and is not) welcome to receive 
Communion.  The guidelines are printed in the Breaking Bread hymnal on page 237; 
you might find it helpful to review these, especially if family members or friends have 
asked about our practice.  If you ever have questions about these guidelines, please 
feel free to ask me and I’ll try to clarify the teaching.  Sadly, the Communion Rite 
can highlight the divisions that exist among Christians; let’s pray and work for 
greater Christian unity.  One misconception is that a Catholic who divorces is not 
able to receive Communion; this is only the case if they have entered into another 
relationship or marry outside of the Church.  During COVID, we have become 
familiar with Spiritual Communion, too.  Whatever your situation, I encourage you to 
regularly stop for spiritual fuel, food and drink, and to participate to the greatest 
degree possible. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 Liturgical Music Director Job Opening 
St. Joseph the Worker and Holy Family Cluster Parishes are looking for a part-time 

Liturgical Music Director. Directly accountable to the Pastor. As the Director of Music 

Ministry this individual is a pastoral musician of service to the parish at prayer. 

Responsible for coordinating and regularly scheduling musicians to provide music for 

parish Mass as well as other liturgical celebrations throughout the year. A person with 

good knowledge of the Catholic liturgy preferred. Proficient piano accompanying skills 

desired. Starting May 2022, approximately fifteen hours per week, pay based on 

experience. Send your application and/or resume to Fr. Reker at the Parish Office or 

email treker@sjwhf.org. For more info call the Parish Office at 388-3766.  

The Catholic Ministries Appeal offers a 
unique opportunity for you to give back 

to the God of Love, from whom all 
things are given. Grow closer to Christ 

by doing your part to build up the 
Kingdom of God in southern 

Minnesota. The Appeal funds ministries 
to invite more than 34,000 households 

each year to encounter Christ and 
embrace His Church. To give online, 

visit www.catholicfsmn.org 

HF Goal: $9,561.00                             
Amount Pledged: $2,750.00  

SJW Goal: $32,678.00                       
Amount Pledged: $13,855.00    

• Graduation Mass and 
Reception to honor our 
graduates will be after 
Mass at both HF & SJW 
on May 15th.  

• Sister Janet’s Retirement 
celebration will be after 
each Mass the weekend 
of  May 21st and 22nd.  

• Fr. Reker’s 40th 
Ordination  celebration 
will be after Masses the 
weekend of  June 25th  
and 26th.  



Children’s Weekly Stewardship 
Treasure: SJW: $60.00       HF:  $38.00 

        LIKE OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK  

        for the most up-to-date news about our parishes! 

  Apr. 16 & 17,  2022 

$5,471.89 

Fiscal Year to Date 
$322,956.04 Actual 

 $315,801.32 Budget 

St. Joseph the Worker  

Fiscal Year to Date 
$97,617.83 Actual  

 $93,123.02 Budget 

Holy Family  

 Apr. 17, 2022 
$2,159.00 Tuesday, Apr. 26:   

SJW              8:00am - †Mathilda Saffert 
Wednesday, Apr. 27:  
Hillcrest         9:30am - Word & Communion  
Pathstone     10:00am - Word & Communion  
Loyola           10:00am - †James Weir 
Thursday, Apr. 28:  
HF                 8:30am - †Deceased Members of Ray Reker Family 
Good Counsel  11:00am  
Friday, Apr. 29:  
SJW              12:05pm - †Rita Gomsrud 
Saturday, Apr. 30: 3rd Sunday of Easter 
SJW         5:00pm - For the Parishioners   
Sunday, May 1: 3rd Sunday of Easter  
HF                 8:30am - †Orville & Rose Hanson   
SJW              10:30am - †Wade Becker 
____________________________________________ 
 
Mon:     1 Pt 5:5b–14 • Ps 89:2–3, 6–7, 16–17 • Mk 16:15–20  
Tues:     Acts 4:32–37 • Ps 93:1ab, 1cd–2, 5 • Jn 3:7b–15  
Wed:     Acts 5:17–26 • Ps 34:2–3, 4–5, 6–7, 8–9 • Jn 3:16–21  
Thurs:   Acts 5:27–33 • Ps 34:2 and 9, 17–18, 19–20 • Jn 3:31–36  
Fri:        Acts 5:34–42 • Ps 27:1, 4, 13–14 • Jn 6:1–15  
Sat:      Acts 6:1–7 • Ps 33:1–2, 4–5, 18–19 • Jn 6:16–21  
Sun:      Acts 5:27–32, 40b–41 • Ps 30:2, 4, 5–6, 11–12, 13 •  
               Rv 5:11–14 • Jn 21:1–19 or 21:1–14  

Congratulations to Rachel Wendlandt,                                          

the “301” winner of $100 for April 16! 

Mon. 4/25:      6:30pm Music Practice - SJW Church 

Wed. 4/27:      6:00pm SJW & HF Family FF Picnic - SJW 

Thurs. 4/28:   7:45am ECFE Screening - SJW Gym 

                       6:30pm Respect Life Meeting - SJW  

Fri. 4/29:        7:45am ECFE Screening - SJW Gym 

Sat. 4/30:       4:00pm Confession - SJW 

Sun. 5/1:        8:00am Confession - HF 

Saturday, April 30 

SJW—5:00 p.m. Mass            
Reader: Kristin Hoehn  
Servers: 2 Needed  
ECM:     Cookie Oberle, Gwen Stavenau, Joyce Wilcox  
Ushers:  Tim Murray, Jan Mountain, 2 Needed 
Musicians: Cindy Lawrence, Tom Wilcox, Jeanne Hassing 
 

   Sunday, May 1 

HF—8:30 a.m. Mass 
Reader:  Youth Mass 
Servers: Nathan Sickler  
ECM:      Jan Anderson  
Ushers:  Youth Mass 
Musicians: Erika Seppmann, Sheila Sickler 
 

SJW—10:30 a.m. Mass  
Reader:   Youth Mass 
Servers:  Hannah & Carter James 
ECM:      Kevin Doyle, Julie Freyberg, Heather Lucas 
Ushers:   Youth Mass 
Musicians: Ann Van Deusen, Joyce Hoelmer, 
                 Tim Wendlandt  
                   
 

Doorkeeper: Ron Evan 

We welcome to the Catholic community, 
Jacob Naylor & Aiden Naylor  

who were Baptized 
 at SJW on Saturday, April 23. 

HABITAT FOR UMAITY GET ON THE BEAM CAMPAIGN: You 
are invited to participate in the “Get on the Beam” Campaign. 
The “beam” is a 2x4 located in the door #7 entrance at SJW 
Church. Please place a donation in the attached bank and sign 
the beam. The beam will become part of the framework for a 
Habitat house in your local community and your donations will 
purchase building materials. Thank you for your contribution 
toward providing affordable housing for our neighbors in need.  

SJW WOMEN’S CLUB UPDATE: Save the date! In person 
meeting: Tuesday, May 3, 2022, 4:00 to 5:30 PM, in the 
auditorium. Come for beverages and snacks, and a chance to 
meet other women in the parish. Agenda items to be determined; 
your ideas are solicited! Those who are interested in a leadership 
role, please contact Sheryl Peterson or Mary Date. Many hands 
make light work. We hope to see you there! 

THANK YOU! Birthright would like to thank SJW Women's 
Quilting Group for the donation of handmade blankets and quilts. 
They are truly appreciated!  



Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

(for private recitation on rosary 
beads - only takes 5 minutes) 

Our Father 

Hail Mary 

The Apostles’ Creed 

On the large beads: 

“Eternal Father, I offer You the 
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of 
Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in atonement for our 
sins and those of the whole world.”  

On the small decade beads: 

“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy 
Immortal One, have mercy on us 

and on the whole world.” 

In conclusion repeat three times: 

“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy 
Immortal One, have mercy on us 

and on the whole world. 

Amen! 

From Divine Mercy in My Soul: The 
Diary of St. Faustina M. Kowalska 

Prayer for First Communion 

Lord Jesus, bless all those who are receiving you in 
Holy Communion for the first time. May each one of 

them know your love and mercy in a personal way. 
May all your people open their hearts to receive you 
that they might be transformed by your love. Amen. 

God bless our 22 First Communicants! 

“O my Jesus, each of Your saints re-
flects one of Your virtues; I desire to 
reflect Your compassionate heart, full 
of mercy; I want to glorify it. Let 
Your mercy, O Jesus, be impressed 
upon my heart and soul like a seal, 
and this will be my badge in this and 
the future life.” 
-St. Faustina (Diary, 1242) 



Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Val Koch - Director of Faith Formation  

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Kathy Moldan - Office Assistant  

Sister Janet Wermerskirchen - Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Mike Murrain - SJW Custodian 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Email bulletin notices to                             

office@sjwhf.org by Tuesday at noon. 

Office Phone………...…………………388-3766 

Parish Email………………...…office@sjwhf.org 

SJW Prayer Chain………….Terri: email terri@                                     

                                                 terrimichels.com   

HF Prayer Chain…………..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

Calvary Cemetery………Terry Miller: 387-5784  

Mon-Thurs: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Fri: 8:30am-12:00pm 

or by appointment 

Richard Johnson, John Allen, Jerry Schultz,   
George Larson, Tom B.               

Baptism - Please contact Fr. Reker in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism and the 

baptism preparation class. 

Marriage - Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 months in 

advance to begin preparation.  

Anointing of the Sick - If you or a family member 
is homebound or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

SJW MEN’S CLUB MISSION STATEMENT: 
To bring together men of all ages to grow in relationship with 

Jesus Christ. With the direction of our Priest, encouraging each 
other to be servant leaders in our Church. 

Hello from Loyola!  

Things have been busy on the Hill in recent weeks.  

After opening up our third section of Pre-Kindergarten just a few short weeks 
ago, we only have two spaces remaining. We are so excited to welcome 
many new faces to our Loyola community. We are grateful for our current 
parents, alumni, alumni parents, and friends that have been sharing about our 
school. Without you, this growth would not be possible!  

One of the most common questions we are asked during family tours is how 
families make tuition work within their budget. Loyola offers several tuition-
lowering opportunities to help parents save as much as possible. Families do 
this by applying for financial aid and Seeds of Faith grants, participating in our 
SCRIP program, participating in our referral program, and by using our 
payment plan discount. Let’s talk about how we can use all of those 
opportunities to make Loyola a possibility for your family!  

In other exciting news… so many golfers took advantage of our early bird 
discount, that the 2022 Crusader Classic golf tournament is now full! Still want 
to get involved? We have plenty of volunteer positions available; we can 
always use help with set-up, registration, and hole games! Not to mention, it’s 
the perfect reason to get outside and enjoy what is (hopefully) a perfect spring 
day.  Visit volunteersignup.org/KJJPD to view the volunteer opportunities.  

Phone: 388-0600, Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  

Adam Bemmels, PreK-12 Principal 

(SJW) Last month: 152 lbs. Echo 
Food shelf thanks everyone for 
their thoughtfulness with the rising 
prices touching everyone.  

WINGS OF HOPE EVENING OF REMEMBRANCE will be Thursday, 
May 12, at 6:00pm at the Wings of Hope memorial site located in Calvary 
Cemetery. This ecumenical service is for all who have been affected by 
pregnancy and newborn loss.  See wingsofhopemankato.com for more 
information. 

THE JOINT RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE is seeking new members. We 
will have a meeting on Thursday, April 28, at 6:30pm in one of the Parish 
Office meeting rooms.  If you are interested in joining, but are unable to 
attend the meeting, please contact Lisa at mamaschwam@aol.com or 
345-5200. "Saying that there are too many children is like saying there are 
too many flowers."-St. Teresa of Calcutta 

CRS RICE BOWL THANK YOU: Our community changed lives this Lent 
through CRS Rice Bowl, and we want to say THANK YOU! Don’t forget to 
turn in your CRS Rice Bowl at the church or Parish Office or donate online 
at crsricebowl.org/give. 

DONATIONS NEEDED: Students and adults from Lake Crystal and 
Mankato parishes and schools have served at St. Bernard Mission School 
in Fort Yates, N. Dakota. (see pictures in our parish directory). Many 
service trips were made during Holy Week because of the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame teaching presence at the school. Msgr. Chad Gion, 
Mission Pastor cares so much for the children that he would appreciate 
funds for new and safe playground equipment. Nearly 80% of children live 
in poverty in Standing Rock Reservation. Any generous financial 
response can be sent to:  

Catholic Indian Mission 
Standing Rock Indian Reservation 

P.O. Box 639 
Forty Yates, North Dakota 58538 

701-854-3473 
www.catholicindianmission.com 

http://volunteersignup.org/KJJPD?fbclid=IwAR01KyUbeqpGRChEBRGOvz8SUL0MJU7huN5U-D5t5ymFd9eSZx83QpFQKeg


 

CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

To advertise, contact Nicole at the parish office 

507-388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org 

 

  

Contact the parish office at 388-3766 to  

promote your business.  


