
 

“There was a rich man who dressed in purple garments and fine linen 
and dined sumptuously each day. And lying at his door was a poor man 

named Lazarus, covered with sores, who would gladly have eaten his fill 
of the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table.” 



 Now that the jet lag “fog” from the pilgrimage is 
evaporating (I hope!), I thought I might address the most 
commonly asked question: “What’s your favorite part of the 
pilgrimage?” Given the wide variety of experiences and how well 
the adventure went, it’s not exactly the fairest question, similar to 
being asked, “Who’s your favorite child?” Nonetheless, it’s 
relatively easy for me to answer: The Passion Play in Oberammergau. It 
was the inspiration for my deciding to host this pilgrimage. Yes, I had visited that 
area of Germany before, but I never had the opportunity to attend this event 
(and, I thought it might be easier to do in my 60’s rather than my 70’s!). The next 
time it will be presented is in 2030 and there is also a special anniversary offering 
in 2034, just in case you’re interested.  

 As mentioned briefly in my homily last week, the Passion Play is an 
amazing undertaking by hundreds of people who have a direct link to the 
Oberammergau community. It began as a way to thank God for being spared 
from a plague in 1633 and has been presented almost every ten years since. The 
passion and resurrection of Christ is the central mystery of our faith and to see it 
“take life” right before my eyes was powerful. One aspect of the play surprised 
me: the “story” of the passion is framed with various scenes from the Old 
Testament, sung by the choir and soloists, that shine light on what happened to 
Christ. A few examples: the expulsion from Paradise; the humiliation of the 
Israelites; and the golden calf. I wasn’t expecting the focus on these incidents, 
but they provided a broader background to the history, or mystery, of how God 
accomplished our salvation. Yes, the music was beautiful. The actors and 
actresses did an amazing job, even though not professionals. Children of all ages 
were included in the action. And, yes, there was a camel, horse, donkey and 
other animals. The most moving part of the experience, at least for me, was the 
central message of who Jesus was and what he did for us. It is “the greatest 
story ever told” and warrants reflection, deeper understanding and embrace in 
our lives. 

 The other people who play a part in the passion account, from Judas to 
the Jewish leaders to Pontius Pilate to the two thieves to Mary herself, help us to 
understand the human reactions to this saving event. A dramatic presentation 
like this offers another opportunity to consider why Judas betrayed Jesus or what 
might have led Pilate to crucify Jesus from Nazareth. I was intrigued to see how 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were portrayed. Each person, then and 
now, has to decide what they truly believe about Jesus, his identity, message 
and mission. Can we wholeheartedly say “Amen, yes, I believe” to the credal 
summary – “For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 
death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures”?  

Sincerely in Christ, 

P.S. While in Oberammergau, I was able to order a new Nativity set for St. 
Joseph the Worker Church; it was carved by a family who has been producing 
such work since 1556. Thank you to all those who contributed to make this 
possible! Its estimated arrival is October.   

Your generosity to the Catholic 
Ministries Appeal from year to year is so 
greatly appreciated! You are making a 
difference in our Catholic community 
through faith-enriching ministries that 

take place throughout each year. Your 
gift makes a direct impact in supporting 
these ministries that are leading people 

closer to Christ. Thank you for your 
generosity! To give online, 
visit www.catholicfsmn.org 

HF Goal: $9,561.00                                
Amount Pledged: $3,970.00  

SJW Goal: $32,678.00                               
Amount Pledged: $24,230.00  

SJW FALL FESTIVAL DONATIONS NEEDED! 
We are accepting the following donations to make our festival a 

success. Drop off at the office or in the church entrances.  

• Themed baskets, goods/services & gift cards for the Silent Auction.  

• Filled jars for the Jar Raffle.  

• Prizes for Children’s Games (new items only).  

• Food Donations (grab a card from the boards in the church entrances).  
 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16TH FOR OUR FESTIVAL! 

SJW FALL FESTIVAL WORKER 

SIGNUPS WILL BE OUT AT 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND!  

Start thinking about how you 

would like to help.  



Children’s Weekly Stewardship 
Treasure: SJW: $20.00     HF:  $20.10 

        LIKE OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK  

        for the most up-to-date news about our parishes! 

  Sept. 17 & 18,  2022 

$4,641.00 

Fiscal Year to Date 
$64,773.17 Actual 

 $88,170.00 Budget 

St. Joseph the Worker  

Fiscal Year to Date 
$21,686.48 Actual  

 $28,168.80 Budget 

Holy Family  

 Sept. 18, 2022 
$1,403.10 Tuesday, Sept. 27:  

SJW      12:05pm - No Mass  
Wednesday, Sept. 28:  
Hillcrest      10:00am - Word & Communion 
Pathstone   10:00am - Word & Communion 
Thursday, Sept. 29:  
HF             8:30am - No Mass  
Friday, Sept. 30:  
SJW              12:05pm - †Jim Lawrence 
Saturday, Oct. 1: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
SJW         5:00pm - Michael & Elizabeth Turbes (Blessing) 
Sunday, Oct. 2: 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
HF                 8:30am - †Bill Webb 
SJW              10:30am - For the Parishioners   
____________________________________________ 
 
Mon:    Jb 1:6–22 • Ps 17:1bcd, 2–3, 6–7 • Lk 9:46–50  
Tues:   Jb 3:1–3, 11–17, 20–23 • Ps 88:2–3, 4–5, 6, 7–8 •  
             Lk 9:51–56  
Wed:    Jb 9:1–12, 14–16 • Ps 88:10bc–11, 12–13, 14–15 •  
             Lk 9:57–62  
Thurs:  Dan 7:9–10, 13–14 or Rv 12:7–12a • Ps 138:1–2ab, 
            2cde–3, 4–5 • Jn 1:47–51  
Fri:         Jb 38:1, 12–21; 40:3–5 • Ps 139:1–3, 7–8, 9–10, 13–14ab •  
               Lk 10:13–16  
Sat:      Jb 42:1–3, 5–6, 12–17 • Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130 •  
               Lk 10:17–24  
Sun:     Hb 1:2–3; 2:2–4 • Ps 95:1–2, 6–7, 8–9 • 2 Tm 1:6–8, 13–14 • 
             Lk 17:5–10  

Congratulations to David & Jeanne Hassing, 

the “301” winner of $100 for September 17! 

Mon. 9/26:       11:15am  ECFE Screening - SJW Gym 

                         2:30pm Girls on the Run - SJW Gym 

                         6:30pm  SJW Music Practice - SJW Church 

Weds. 9/28:       6:00pm Faith Formation Starts - HF & SJW  

                               7:05pm  Youth Choir Practice/Meeting-  HF & SJW 

Thurs. 9/29:      2:30pm Girls on the Run - SJW Gym 

                               6:30pm Joint Pastoral Council Mtg.  - SJW 

Fri. 9/30:          8:15am ECFE Screening - SJW Gym 

Sat. 10/1:         4:00pm Confession - SJW 

Sun. 10/2:        8:00am Confession - HF 

                         9:00am SJW Men’s Club Meeting - SJW Gym 

Saturday, October 1 

SJW—5:00 p.m. Mass            
Reader: Kristen Hoehn   
Servers: Michael & Gianna Schwamberger, Vera Sullivan  
ECM:     Mary Date, Chuck Fox, Glenn Barnette  
Ushers:  Mark Piepho, 3 Needed 
Musicians: Cindy Lawrence, Tom Wilcox, Jeanne Hassing 
 

   Sunday, October 2 

HF—8:30 a.m. Mass 
Reader:  Youth Mass 
Servers: Emma & Katie Hanson 
ECM:     Lori Meixell 
Ushers:  Youth Mass 
Musicians: Adam Rodgers, Youth Choir 
 

SJW—10:30 a.m. Mass  
Reader: Youth Mass 
Servers: Charlie Hudrlik, Christian Barker 
ECM:     Donna & Richard Hansen, Julie Hudrlik 
Ushers:  Youth Mass 
Musicians: Julie Dickhudt, Youth Choir  
       
 

Doorkeeper: Tom & Nancy Hallett 

WANTED school (East, West, Loyola, Lake Crystal) 
booster items to be given with a throw blanket for the 
festival silent auction, example: bleacher chair, mittens, 
stocking cap etc. Also needed is a new or used East 
H.S. t-shirt. Drop off at the parish office for the SJW 
women’s quilting group. 

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN GIVES ALTERNATIVES 
TO ABORTION: Help Catholic Charities’ Pregnancy, 
Parenting, and Adoption Program provide assistance to 
new and expectant parents through the Mother and 
Child Assistance Fund by taking a baby bottle home on 
Respect Life Sunday, October 2nd, and filling it with 
your spare change during the month of October. 
Donations go directly to assisting women across 
Southern Minnesota who are choosing life for their 
babies. Catholic Charities assists more than 150 
women with financial assistance each year. Every gift 
makes a difference! Unable to pick up a bottle? Please 
mail your donation directly to Catholic Charities Baby 
Bottle Campaign, PO Box 379, Winona, MN 55987 or 
give online at www.ccsomn.org/donate and designate 
your donation to the Baby Bottle Campaign in the notes 
section. “This funding will prevent me from facing 
homelessness with a newborn baby!” - Jennifer 

Getting ready for Christmas? Our Bible Study this 
Nov/Dec is “The Infancy Narratives of Jesus” – 3 
sessions: 11/22, 11/29 & 12/6. 8:30 am at HF; 6:30 pm 
at SJW. Mark your calendars! 



HELP WANTED: 

2022-23 FAITH FORMATION 

St. Joseph the Worker Needs: 

5th grade & 10th Grade Assistants 

Holy Family Needs: 

5th & 6th Catechist,  7th & 8th 

grade Assistants 

Prayerfully consider volunteering! 

Contact Val at vkoch@sjwhf.org, call the 

Parish Office, or sign up online at sjwhf.org 

under Faith Formation —  

Volunteer Sign Up. 

 
 

St. Joseph the Worker-pray for us! 

Holy Family—pray for us! 

25 

Sun 

CONFIRMATION MEETINGS 

1st year: HF, SJW, Loyola 9th grad-
ers and parents 

2nd year: HF, SJW, Loyola 10th 
graders and parents 

 

4:00-4:45 PM 
gym 

5:00-6:00 PM 
Church 

28 

Wed 

Faith Formation—1st Night! 

Kids and Parents start in  the 
Church  

Youth Choir Parent Meeting & 
Practice 

6:00-7:00 PM 

HF & SJW 

 

7:05 –7:35 PM 

HF & SJW 
Church 

Faith Formation 

September 

October 

2 

Sun 

Youth Mass 

Youth Choir Practice– 45 min prior 

8:30 & 10:30 
AM 

5 

Wed 

Faith Formation  

SJW/Loyola First Reconciliation 
Orientation in the gym 

6:00-7:00 PM 

6:15-7:00 PM 

9 

Sun 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

HF First Reconciliation Orientation 
in the Hall 

HF & SJW 

9:30 AM 

NET Retreat:  Forty-eight  6th-10th graders from Holy Family, St. Joseph the Worker and St. John the Baptist gath-
ered to pray, play, and learn!  The theme was on the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and  an introduction to 
Blessed Carlo Acutis.  Thank you to Shelly, Lisa, Jill and Jan for helping feed and care for everyone.  Please pray for the 
youth and Net Team to continue to grow closer to JESUS!  

Faith Formation starts on Wednesday, 
September 28! 

Register online: sjwhf.org 

RCIC, Youth Choir, 11th & 12th Grade Book 
Study information is on the Parish Website 



Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Val Koch - Director of Faith Formation  

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Kathy Moldan - Office Assistant  

Mary Flanagan - Liturgical Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Mike Murrain - SJW Custodian 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Email bulletin notices to                             

office@sjwhf.org by Tuesday at noon. 

Office Phone………...…………………388-3766 

Parish Email………………...…office@sjwhf.org 

SJW Prayer Chain………….Terri: email terri@                                     

                                                 terrimichels.com   

HF Prayer Chain…………..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

Calvary Cemetery………Terry Miller: 387-5784  

Mon-Thurs: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Fri: 8:30am-12:00pm 

or by appointment 

Richard Johnson, John Allen, Jerry Schultz,   
George Larson, Tom B.               

Baptism - Please contact Fr. Reker in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism and the 

baptism preparation class. 

Marriage - Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 months in 

advance to begin preparation.  

Anointing of the Sick - If you or a family member 
is homebound or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

SJW MEN’S CLUB MISSION STATEMENT: 
To bring together men of all ages to grow in relationship with 

Jesus Christ. With the direction of our Priest, encouraging each 
other to be servant leaders in our Church. 

(SJW) 24lbs for the month of 
August. Items needed: 

dishwashing detergent  & liquid.  

Phone: 388-0600, Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  

Next week marks mid-quarter at Loyola, and with that comes 
standardized testing for our students. Did you know… each year for 
the last 20 years, Catholic schools nationwide have outperformed 
public schools on standardized tests. 

Are you looking for a way to get involved at Loyola? We are always 
looking for classroom and front office substitutes! To inquire, please 
email employment@loyolacatholicschool.org 

Loyola’s annual gala fundraiser, Wired to the Heart, is scheduled for 
November 18! Watch for more information on the event website: 
www.wiredtotheheart.com  

Be sure to keep up will all of Loyola’s happenings on social media! 

Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY - Today, September 25, 2022 has been 
chosen by the USA Council of SERRA International as a day to 
honor our priests.  Our priests play an indispensable yet mysterious 
role in mediating the sacred, of witnessing to the extraordinary in the 
special, yet ordinary moments of everyday life. How often do we 
really get to know our priests, and how often do we thank them for all 
they give us? Without the priesthood, there would be no Eucharist, 
and without the Eucharist, there would be no Catholic Church. Let us 
remember to say thank you to our priests often for all they do for us, 
and especially let us remember to pray for them every day! 

Grant them wisdom, let their minds be sober and 
watchful, so that they may be filled with works of 
healing and words of instruction. May they teach your 
people in meekness and serve you in holiness with a 
undivided mind and a willing soul. Amen. 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - Meals on Wheels in Lake Crystal is 
looking for volunteers. Driving less than one hour a month, Contact 
Mary Jaspers at mary_jaspers@yahoo.com if you are interested.  
 
WHERE TO FIND THE COURIER: An online version may be viewed 
at www.dowr.org/offices/ courier/index.html To be added to the 
home delivery list free of charge, readers should send their names 
and addresses to: Diocese of Winona-Rochester The Courier 55 W 
Sanborn St.  Winona, MN 55987 or nreller@dowr.org  

ST. JOE’S MEN'S CLUB ANNOUNCED its board of directors for this 
coming year at their September meeting. They are: 

 
  President: Kevin Doyle 

Vice President:  Chad Ruch 
   Secretary:  Rick Hansen 

Treasurer:  Ron Evan 



 

 

  

 

CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

To advertise, contact Nicole at the parish office 

507-388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org 


