
 

 



 A friend sent me a copy of Pope Benedicts XVI’s; I thought you might enjoy it. 

My spiritual testament 

When, at this late hour of my life, I look back on the decades I have wandered through, I see first of all how 
much reason I have to give thanks. Above all, I thank God Himself, the giver of all good gifts, who has given 
me life and guided me through all kinds of confusion; who has always picked me up when I began to slip, who 
has always given me anew the light of his countenance. In retrospect, I see and understand that even the dark 
and arduous stretches of this path were for my salvation and that He guided me well in those very stretches. 

I thank my parents, who gave me life in difficult times and prepared a wonderful home for me with their love, which shines 
through all my days as a bright light until today. My father's clear-sighted faith taught us brothers and sisters to believe and 
stood firm as a guide in the midst of all my scientific knowledge; my mother's heartfelt piety and great kindness remain a 
legacy for which I cannot thank her enough. My sister has served me selflessly and full of kind concern for decades; my 
brother has always paved the way for me with the clear-sightedness of his judgements, with his powerful determination, and 
with the cheerfulness of his heart; without this ever-new going ahead and going along, I would not have been able to find the 
right path. 

I thank God from the bottom of my heart for the many friends, men and women, whom He has always placed at my side; for 
the co-workers at all stages of my path; for the teachers and students He has given me. I gratefully entrust them all to His 
goodness. And I would like to thank the Lord for my beautiful home in the Bavarian foothills of the Alps, in which I was able to 
see the splendour of the Creator Himself shining through time and again. I thank the people of my homeland for allowing me to 
experience the beauty of faith time and again. I pray that our country will remain a country of faith and I ask you, dear 
compatriots, not to let your faith be distracted. Finally, I thank God for all the beauty I was able to experience during the 
various stages of my journey, but especially in Rome and in Italy, which has become my second home. 

I ask for forgiveness from the bottom of my heart from all those whom I have wronged in some way. 

What I said earlier of my compatriots, I now say to all who were entrusted to my service in the Church: Stand firm in the faith! 
Do not be confused! Often it seems as if science - on the one hand, the natural sciences; on the other, historical research 
(especially the exegesis of the Holy Scriptures) - has irrefutable insights to offer that are contrary to the Catholic faith. I have 
witnessed from times long past the changes in natural science and have seen how apparent certainties against the faith 
vanished, proving themselves not to be science but philosophical interpretations only apparently belonging to science - just as, 
moreover, it is in dialogue with the natural sciences that faith has learned to understand the limits of the scope of its 
affirmations and thus its own specificity. For 60 years now, I have accompanied the path of theology, especially biblical 
studies, and have seen seemingly unshakeable theses collapse with the changing generations, which turned out to be mere 
hypotheses: the liberal generation (Harnack, Jülicher, etc.), the existentialist generation (Bultmann, etc.), the Marxist 
generation. I have seen, and see, how, out of the tangle of hypotheses, the reasonableness of faith has emerged and is 
emerging anew. Jesus Christ is truly the Way, the Truth, and the Life - and the Church, in all her shortcomings, is truly His 
Body. 

Finally, I humbly ask: pray for me, so that the Lord may admit me to the eternal dwellings, despite all my sins and 
shortcomings. For all those entrusted to me, my heartfelt prayer goes out day after day. 

Benedictus PP XVI                                                                         [Source: Holy See; translation: Vatican News.] 

P.S. Thank you very much for your generous contributions before the end of 2022 – it’s a grace to be “in the black” again! I 
also want to thank you for your ongoing support of our Sister Parish in Haiti; our December gift totaled $5,676 ($861 in regular 
“tithe” + $100 from SJW Men’s Club + $4,715 in special gifts). In addition to supporting their school, this should help the parish 
make even greater progress on their new church building. 

In commemoration of the anniversary of Roe v 
Wade, the Respect Life Committee will be 

collecting items at both St. Joseph the Worker 
and Holy Family for Birthright and Options for 
Women on the weekends of Jan. 14/15 and 
Jan. 21/22.  Most needed items are: diapers 
size NB, 3, 5, 6, 7; diaper rash cream; baby 

wash; hooded bath towels; swaddles; hygiene 
kits; sippy cups; 3-6M onesies, 3-6M sleepers; 
clothing NB-3T; socks; stuffed animal security 
blankets; thermometers; baby monitors.  New 

items only.  Thank you! 

NEW YEAR: REMEMBER TO 
UPDATE YOUR INFO WITH US!   

We still have A LOT of emails and phone 
numbers in our system that are incorrect. If 
have not already done so and you have a 
moment, could you please verify that your 

registration information is correct? You can do 
this yourself by visiting https:/

winona.parishsoft familysuite.com/ and setting 
up an account or you can submit a 

parishioner update form on our website 
sjwhf.org and we will compare the information 

for you. Thanks in advance! 



Children’s Weekly Stewardship 
Treasure: SJW: $11.00  HF: $1.00 

        LIKE OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK  

        for the most up-to-date news about our parishes! 

  Dec. 31 &  Jan. 1 

$25,900.70 

Fiscal Year to Date 
$218,285.43 Actual 

 $208,812.50 Budget 

St. Joseph the Worker  

Fiscal Year to Date 
$69,420.18 Actual  

 $66,723.80 Budget 

Holy Family  

 Jan. 1, 2023 
$7,436.81 Tuesday, Jan. 10:  

SJW          No Mass (11AM Funeral Mass for Ed Hammerschmidt) 
Wednesday, Jan. 11:  
Hillcrest    10:00am - Word & Communion 
Pathstone 10:00am - †Leona & Clarence Schneider 
Thursday, Jan. 12:  
HF             8:30am -  †Dr. Anthony Jaspers 
Good Counsel 11:00am 
Friday, Jan. 13:  
SJW          12:05pm -†Deceased Family Members of Ray Reker 
Saturday, Jan. 14: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
SJW          5:00pm -  †Joseph Phillips  
Sunday, Jan. 15: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
HF             8:30am -  For the Parishioners 
SJW          10:30am - Jim & Rose Schmitz & Family (Blessing) 
 ________________________________________________ 
 
Mon:  Is 42:1–4, 6–7 or Acts 10:34–38 • Ps 29:1–2, 3–4, 3, 9–10 •     
           Mt 3:13–17 
Tues:  Heb 2:5–12 or Heb 1:1–6; 2:5–12 • Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6–7, 8–9 •       
           Mt 1:21–28 or Mk 1:14–20 
Wed:  Heb 2:14–18 • Ps 105:1–2, 3–4, 6–7, 8–9 • Mk 1:29–39 
Thurs: Heb 3:7–14 • Ps 95:6–7c, 8–9, 10–11 • Mk 1:40–45 
Fri:        Heb 4:1–5, 11 • Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c–7, 8 • Mk 2:1–12 
Sat:     Heb 4:12–16 • Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 • Mk 2:13–17 
Sun:    Is 49:3, 5–6 • Ps 40:2, 4, 7–8, 8–9, 10 • 1 Cor 1:1–3 • Jn 1:29–34 
          

Congratulations to Trudi Clements, the    

“301” winner of $100 for December 31st! 

Mon.  1/9:   7:45am-2:00pm ECFE Screening - SJW Gym  

                    6:30pm SJW Music Practice - SJW Church 

Tues: 1/10: 6:30pm OCIA/RCIA Meeting - SJW Parish Office 

Wed:  1/11: 6:00pm Faith Formation Classes - SJW & HF 

Fri.     1/13: 9:30am-11:30am ECFE Open Gym  

Sat.    1/14: 4:00pm Confessions - SJW 

Sun.   1/15: 8:00am Confessions - HF 

            

Saturday, January 14 

SJW—5:00 p.m. Mass            
Reader:    Sheryl Peterson        
Servers:    Austin, Westin & Gracen Ruch      
ECM:        John Kanyusik, Jan Mountain, Terri Michels  
Ushers:     Warren Michels, 3 NEEDED  
Musicians: Cindy Lawrence, Tom Wilcox, Jeanne Hassing 
 

   Sunday, January 15 
HF—8:30 a.m. Mass  
Reader:     Pat Jones 
Servers:     Kendall Lange, Kendra Kirchner 
ECM:         Katie Parsons 
Ushers:      Ken Roos, 1 NEEDED 
Musicians: Jan Osten, Sheila Sickler 

 

SJW—10:30 a.m. Mass 
Reader:      1 NEEDED 
Servers:      Charlie & Cecelia Gair, Sophie Nachreiner 
ECM:          Shelly Nachreiner, Susan Peller, Ryan Howe 
Ushers:       Rich Peller, 3 NEEDED 
Musicians:  Ann Van Duesen, Joyce Hoelmer 
 
Doorkeeper: Ron Evan 

2023 BULLETIN ADVERTISERS NEEDED - St. Joseph 
the Worker and Holy 
Family Parish would like 
to invite your business to 
advertise in our weekly 
bulletin for 2023. We print 
these bulletins in-house 
which allows us to include 

more content and color features, while still supporting 
businesses in our local community. In addition to displaying 
your advertisement on the bulletin jacket, we showcase a 
different business each week under our “Bulletin Brought to 
You by” section. We also offer “In Loving Memory” ads for 
those who have passed away. The bulletin would not be 
possible without our advertisers, so please consider helping 
your parish in this way. A HUGE thank you to all of our current 
advertisers! Invoices for 2023 will be mailed out to you in the 
next few weeks. Contact Nicole at 388-3766 or 
nhermer@sjwhf.org for more info.   



St. Joseph the Worker-pray for us! 

Holy Family—pray for us! 

Faith Formation: January 

11 

Wed 

Faith Formation Classes 

2nd Graders: 1st Reconciliation Practice 

6:00-7:00 PM 

6:00-7:00 PM 

14 

Sat 

First Reconciliation at Holy Family 
(followed by First Communion Orientation) 

First Reconciliation at SJW 

8:30 AM 

                
10:45 AM 

15 

Sun 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  HF 8:30 AM 

SJW 10:30 AM 

18 

Wed 

No Faith Formation Classes 

First Communion Orientation at SJW 

 

6:00-7:00 PM 

25 

Wed 

Faith Formation Classes 6:00-7:00 PM 

29  

Sun 

2nd Year Confirmation– Candidate/
Sponsor Meeting (before Mass) & Rite of 
Enrollment (during Mass) 

HF 7:45 AM 

SJW 9:45 AM 

First Reconciliation 

Please pray for our students making their First 
Reconciliation on Saturday, January 14th: 

Holy Family 

Briella Brandt 
Quinn Dauer 
Wyatt Gangelhoff 
Bennett Nelson 

 

St. Joseph the Worker 

Charlotte Brady 
Bexley Huettl 
Margaret Kane 
Natalie Kane 
Noah Kane 
Mara Kolsrud 
Arbor Linder 
Brielle Meyer 
 

May the Holy Spirit guide them as they trust 
Jesus  and receive his mercy in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation! 

Julia Moody 
Jacob Naylor 
Lincoln Rettmer 
Callan Speckel 
Emerie Steffl 
Cora Weness 
Adeline Zins 

Richie Olson 
Kalista Paul 
Naomi Paul 
Reagan Walters 

20+C+M+B+23 

Magi– Wise Men 

Matthew’s Gospel tells us of “wise men from the 
East” who followed a star to the new King, Jesus, 
born in Bethlehem.  The word we use for wise men is 
Magi.  Matthew doesn’t tell us how many magi there 
were.  We imagine that there were three because 
they brought three gifts: gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.  Since early times, Christians have called the 
three wise men Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.  We 
celebrate the magi and their gifts on the feast of 
the Epiphany, twelve days after Christmas.  

Gold was for Jesus as King.  Frankincense reminds 
us of Jesus' priestly role between human beings and 
God the Father.  Myrrh was used to anoint the bod-
ies of the dead, and so it reminds us of Jesus’ sacri-
fice on the Cross.  

Were the wise men kings?  We don’t know, but we 
think of them that way partly because of an ancient 
psalm we pray on Epiphany,   

“The western kings of Tarshish and other distant 
lands will bring him tribute….All kings will bow be-
fore him, and all nations will serve him.” —Psalm 
72:10-11   —Book of Catholic Signs and Symbols 

Epiphany Blessing– A special blessing asking for 
God’s protection over your home.  

Have you seen this written above a doorway?  It is a very spe-
cial and very old custom.  It echoes the Passover, when the 
Jewish people would sprinkle lamb’s blood over their doorways 
as an invocation of God’s blessing for their household.  

Blessed chalk is now used to mark the doorways for this Catho-
lic blessing.   The tradition began in Eastern Europe.  After 
Epiphany, the village priest went to every home in his parish 
with specially blessed Epiphany water and chalk. Upon entering 
the home, he prayed special prayers and blessed every room in 
the house.  

“From the east came the Magi to Bethlehem to adore the 
Lord; and opening their treasures they offered precious 
gifts… 

Bless, O Lord God almighty, this home, that in it there may 
be health, purity, the strength of victory, humility, good-
ness and mercy, the fulfillment of Thy law…” 

After the prayer of blessing, the numbers of the year, enclos-
ing the initials of the Magi, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, are 
written with the blessed chalk over the door.   

The Magi’s initials also stand for a Latin house blessing: 
Christus mansionem benedicat (May Christ bless this house.) 

Parishes have grown, so the head of the household can bless 
the home with holy water and blessed chalk!                             
—catholiccompany.com 



Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Val Koch - Director of Faith Formation  

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Beth Sparks - Office Assistant  

Mary Flanagan - Liturgical Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Mike Murrain - SJW Custodian 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Email bulletin notices to                             

office@sjwhf.org by Tuesday at noon. 

Office Phone………...…………………388-3766 

Parish Email………………...…office@sjwhf.org 

SJW Prayer Chain………….Terri: email terri@                                     

                                                 terrimichels.com   

HF Prayer Chain…………..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

Calvary Cemetery………Terry Miller: 387-5784  

Mon-Thurs: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Fri: 8:30am-12:00pm 

or by appointment 

Richard Johnson, John Allen, Jerry Schultz,   
George Larson, Tom B.               

Baptism - Please contact Fr. Reker in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism and the 

baptism preparation class. 

Marriage - Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 months in 

advance to begin preparation.  

Anointing of the Sick - If you or a family member 
is homebound or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

SJW MEN’S CLUB MISSION STATEMENT: 
To bring together men of all ages to grow in relationship with 

Jesus Christ. With the direction of our Priest, encouraging each 
other to be servant leaders in our Church. 

(SJW) Thank you for your donations!    
Items needed: Canned Veggies, 

Soup, Can Openers.  

Phone: 388-0600, Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  

Enrollment season is upon us! Enrollment for all grades is now open! 
Visit Loyola’s website and Facebook page for more information. If you 
have questions, please contact Ashley Braulick, Admissions Coordinator: 
507 386-5399. 

National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual celebration of 
Catholic education in the United States. Now entering its 49th 
anniversary year, CSW has traditionally been held the last week in 
January or the first week in February and helps schools connect with 
prospective families, donors, educators and other community members 
with a goal of showcasing what makes Catholic schools a great option 
when families are looking to find the right school for them. This year’s 
theme is Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service. Watch for more 
information in the coming weeks regarding how Loyola wil be celebrating 
CSW 2023! 

Looking for a way to get involved at Loyola? We are always in need of 
substitutes for our front office as well as classroom substitutes! For 
information, contact employment@loyolacatholicschool.org 

Be sure to keep up will all of Loyola’s happenings on social media! Find 
us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

Thank you for your continued support of Catholic education in Mankato! 

THANK YOU!  Hillcrest has sent a thank-you note to St. Joe’s for the 
annual Christmas party we had for its residents, but I also want to 
personally thank our parishioners for their generosity in buying the gifts 
and for those who helped at the party and visited with the 
residents.  They were so appreciative of our parish remembering them 
this Christmas season and for the joy it brought them.  God bless each 
of you!  Nancy 

MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED! We are in need of additional 
volunteers to help count the Sunday 
collection. Commitment is 1 day a month 
for about an hour. Day of the week is 
flexible. Counting is simple and 
straightforward and no special skills are 
necessary. Please contact Nicole at 388-
3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org if you can 
volunteer.   

JOYFUL & ALIVE CONVERSATION: How do you discover God’s 
invitation for your life? Are you curious about religious life? Single 
women ages 18-45 are welcome to bring their questions to a casual, 
online conversation with School Sisters of Notre Dame on Thursday, 
January 19 at 8 p.m. ET / 7 p.m. CT. Learn more and register 
at ssnd.org/events/1-19-23. 

DISCERNMENT RETREAT FOR SINGLE WOMEN: Single women 
ages 18-45 are invited to a weekend of personal and communal 
reflection with the School Sisters of Notre Dame, February 17-20, 
2023, in St. Louis, Missouri. The retreat is an opportunity to learn – 
through conversation, contemplation, prayer and spiritual guidance – 
how to recognize God’s invitation for your life. Learn more and register 
by February 1 at ssnd.org/events/retreat23/. 



 

 

  

 

CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

To advertise, contact Nicole at the parish office 

507-388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org 


