
 



 Recently I was visiting with a young (college-aged) seminarian and 
one of the questions he asked me was, “How has priestly ministry changed 
since you were ordained?” (As you may recall, that year was 1982.) When I 
first began serving in a parish, I did not expect that priestly life and ministry 
would change as much for my generation of priests as those who lived 
through all the changes after the Second Vatican Council. It’s a good thing 
I didn’t bet anything on that prediction! I was mistaken. There have been 
many changes. During my first two assignments I lived with two or three priests. Sunday 
Mass attendance was quite high (more than 50%). There were no youth sports, activities 
or tournaments on Sundays. We had a wedding almost every weekend, if not two or more. 
Funerals were almost always Masses and most family members participated. And, of 
course, the sexual misconduct scandal had not come to light. What are some differences 
you have noticed? These changes are requiring us to meet various pastoral needs. I’d like 
to reflect upon a couple of them. 

 Last week we restarted our process to prepare people to become full members of 
the Catholic Church, the RCIA or now OCIA, which I wrote about recently. Given the 
increasing number of NONES, those who have no affiliation with a church, we will meet 
more people who have not been baptized and raised in a faith, or baptized without any 
follow-up formation. This is true not only of adults, but children, and we are developing 
ways to help families initiate older children (7 years and above), too, through the RCIC or 
OCIC (Rite or Order of the Christian Initiation of Children). At the same time, we are 
committed to accompanying and supporting parents in keeping their children engaged in 
the life of the Church. The role of parents, grandparents and other significant adults 
matters greatly. Let’s work on this together! 

 If my memory serves me correctly (quite an assumption at my age!), I only 
presided at one parish wedding last year; this year only a couple are scheduled. As you (& 
I) know from our family and friends, many are choosing to delay or not marry, to have 
destination weddings or other options. Young (and not so young?) Catholics may not 
realize that a marriage does not become a sacrament unless the couple completes a 
preparation process and celebrates their wedding with the Church’s “blessing.” As couples 
prepare for the Baptism of their children or serve as a godparent or sponsor, they might be 
surprised to be asked if they were married by a Catholic priest or deacon. It will become 
even more common to work with couples who want to get their marriage “blessed” – the 
correct term is “convalidated.” If you or someone you know is in that situation and wants to 
make their marriage sacramental, please encourage them to contact me.  

As always, please let me know if you have any questions about these or other changing 
pastoral circumstances. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

P.S. It’s a bit earlier this year, but I am an “authorized” seller of Loyola’s Lucky 20 raffle 
tickets; the drawing will be held on March 17

th
 (St. Patrick’s Day). Each ticket is $100 and 

you have 20 chances to win. Contact me if you’d like to participate.  

In commemoration of the anniversary of Roe v 
Wade, the Respect Life Committee will be 

collecting items at both St. Joseph the Worker 
and Holy Family for Birthright and Options for 
Women this weekend and Jan. 21/22.  Most 

needed items are: diapers size NB, 3, 5, 6, 7; 
diaper rash cream; baby wash; hooded bath 

towels; swaddles; hygiene kits; sippy cups; 3-
6M onesies, 3-6M sleepers; clothing NB-3T; 

socks; stuffed animal security blankets; 
thermometers; baby monitors.  New items 

only.  Thank you! 

NEW YEAR: REMEMBER 
TO UPDATE YOUR INFO 

WITH US!   

We still have A LOT of emails 
and phone numbers in our 
system that are incorrect. If 

have not already done so and 
you have a moment, could you 

please verify that your 
registration information is 
correct? You can do this 
yourself by visiting https:/

winona.parishsoft 
familysuite.com/ and setting up 
an account or you can submit a 
parishioner update form on our 
website sjwhf.org and we will 
compare the information for 

you. Thanks in advance! 

JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY 
6 Sessions, February 21 - March 28 

Angels in the Bible led by Fr. Reker 

Holy Family Parish Hall - Tuesdays @ 8:30am 

St Joseph the Worker Parish Office - Tuesdays @ 6:30pm 

Cost is $15, Register at sjwhf.org 

In Angels in the Bible, George Smiga examines some of the 
Bible’s most fascinating passages about angels, exploring 
their ministry on God’s behalf and drawing insights for our 
own spiritual lives. Because angels are mediators of God’s 

presence and action, studying angels is studying God. 

 THE ST. JOHN PAUL II 
HOMESCHOOL 

ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 
Spring Semester is Feb. 17 - 
May 19.  We meet on Fridays 

in the Fitzgerald school 
building across the street 
from Ss. Peter and Paul 

Catholic Church in 
Mankato.  Classes for 

PreSchool - High School. 
Please contact Lisa for more 

information: 
mamaschwam@aol.com. 

 

QUILTING - Come join our 
SJW quilting group on 

Monday, January 16th at 
11am and stay as long as 
you would like. Held in the 
rectory basement, enter 
through door 7. You may 

bring a sack lunch. No skills 
needed! 



Children’s Weekly Stewardship 
Treasure: SJW: $42.53  HF: $12.00 

        LIKE OUR PAGE ON FACEBOOK  

        for the most up-to-date news about our parishes! 

 Jan. 7 & 8, 2023 

$12,805.75  

Fiscal Year to Date 
$231,091.18 Actual 

 $216,160.00 Budget 

St. Joseph the Worker  

Fiscal Year to Date 
$71,872.18 Actual  

 $69,071.20 Budget 

Holy Family  

 Jan. 8, 2023 
$2,452.00 Tuesday, Jan. 17: *Note time change 

SJW          *5:15pm - George Jutz & Jean Crummet (Blessing) 
Wednesday, Jan. 18:  
Hillcrest    10:00am - Word & Communion 
Pathstone 10:00am - Word & Communion 
Loyola       1:00pm -   †Jeri Mondloch 
Thursday, Jan. 19:  
HF             8:30am -  †John Quiring 
Friday, Jan. 20:  
SJW          12:05pm - Rose Schmitz (Blessing) 
Saturday, Jan. 21: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
SJW           5:00pm -  †Bob Meurer 
Sunday, Jan. 22: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
HF             8:30am -  †Marvin & Betty Grams 
SJW          10:30am - For the Parishioners 
 ________________________________________________ 
 
Mon:   Heb 5:1–10 • Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 • Mk 2:18–22 
Tues:  Heb 6:10–20 • Ps 111:1–2, 4–5, 9 and 10c • Mk 2:23–28 
Wed:   Heb 7:1–3, 15–17 • Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 • Mk 3:1–6 
Thurs: Heb 7:25—8:6 • Ps 40:7–8a, 8b–9, 10, 17 • Mk 3:7–12 
Fri:        Heb 8:6–13 • Ps 85:8 and 10, 11–12, 13–14 • Mk 3:13–19 
Sat:     Heb 9:2–3, 11–14 • Ps 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9 • Mk 3:20–21 
Sun:    Is 8:23—9:3 • Ps 27:1, 4, 13–14 • 1 Cor 1:10–13, 17 • 
            Mt 4:12–23 or 4:12–17 

Congratulations to Bob Hinton, the    

“301” winner of $100 for January 7th! 

Mon.   1/16: 6:30pm SJW Music Practice - SJW Church 

Tues:  1/17: 6:30pm Joint Pastoral Council Mtg - SJW Church/Office 

Wed:   1/18: 6:00pm First Communion Orientation - SJW  

Thurs: 1/19: 7:45am - 2:00pm ECFE Screening - SJW Gym 

Fri.      1/20: 7:45am - 2:00pm ECFE Screening - SJW Gym  

Sat.     1/21: 4:00pm Confessions - SJW 

Sun.    1/22: 8:00am Confessions - HF 

            

Saturday, January 21 

SJW—5:00 p.m. Mass            
Reader:    Mary Date   
Servers:    Taylor, Riley & Jack Fitzloff    
ECM:        Tom Hallett, Sheryl Peterson, Cindy Thom 
Ushers:     Scott Peterson, David Hassing, Ryan Hassing, 
                  1 NEEDED 
Musicians: Cindy Lawrence, Jeanne Hassing 
 

   Sunday, January 22 
HF—8:30 a.m. Mass  
Reader:     Susan Hanson  
Servers:     Ceiliah Slama, Tyler Seppmann 
ECM:         Jan Anderson 
Ushers:      Alex Keilen, 1 NEEDED 
Musicians: Adam Rodgers, Jackie Slama 

 

SJW—10:30 a.m. Mass 
Reader:      Amber Rose Brudelie    
Servers:     Hannah & Isaac Coudron, 1 NEEDED   
ECM:         Wendy Weingartz, Jan Willaert, Barb Wendlandt 
Ushers:      Jeff Willaert, 3 NEEDED 
Musicians: Adam Rodgers, Amanda Roche, Mary Flanagan 
 
Doorkeeper: David Hassing 

2023 BULLETIN ADVERTISERS NEEDED - St. Joseph 
the Worker and Holy Family Parish would like to invite your 
business to advertise in our weekly bulletin for 2023. We print 
these bulletins in-house which allows us to include more 
content and color features, while still supporting businesses in 
our local community. In addition to displaying your 
advertisement on the bulletin jacket, we showcase a different 
business each week under our “Bulletin Brought to You by” 
section. We also offer “In Loving Memory” ads for those who 
have passed away. The bulletin would not be possible without 
our advertisers, so please consider helping your parish in this 
way. A HUGE thank you to all of our current advertisers! 
Invoices for 2023 will be mailed out to you in the next few 
weeks. Contact Nicole at 388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org for 
more info.   

50/50 COLLECTION: for the Church in Latin America & 
the Catholic Communication Campaign 

• For many in Latin America and the Caribbean, a rising 
secular culture, difficult rural terrain, and a shortage of 
ministers all present obstacles to practicing the faith. Your 
support for the collection provides lay leadership training, 
catechesis, priestly and religious formation, and other 
programs to share our Catholic faith with those who long 
to hear the Good News of Christ. To learn more about how 
your gifts make a difference, visit www.usccb.org/latin-
america.  

• The essential mission of the Catholic Communications 
Campaign (CCC) is to contribute to the process of 
evangelization by fostering activities in relation to 
television, radio, internet, and other media, and through 
special projects of the Catholic press. An annual collection 
is taken up in the dioceses, which remit 50% of the funds 
collected to the National Office. From these funds, grants 
are made by the USCCB Subcommittee on the Catholic 
Communication Campaign. The remaining portion of the 
collection is retained by the dioceses for use in local 
communication projects. 



St. Joseph the Worker-pray for us! 

Holy Family—pray for us! 

Faith Formation: January 

18 

Wed 

No Faith Formation Classes 

First Communion Orientation at SJW 

 

6:00-7:00 PM 

25 

Wed 

Faith Formation Classes 6:00-7:00 PM 

29  

Sun 

2nd Year Confirmation– Candidate/
Sponsor Meeting (before Mass) & Rite of 
Enrollment (during Mass) 

HF 7:45 AM 

SJW 9:45 AM 

February 

1 

Wed 

Faith Formation Classes 

Youth Choir Practice SJW 

6:00-7:00 PM 

7:05-7:30 PM 

5 

Sun 

YOUTH MASS 

Youth Choir Practice SJW– 45 min prior 

8:30 AM HF 

10:30 AM SJW 

8 

Wed 

Faith Formation Classes 

SAINTS POSTER PRESENTATIONS by 
SJW 10th graders to 8th & 9th graders 

6:00-7:00 PM 

During FF at 
SJW 

12 

Sun 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 8:30 AM HF 

10:30 AM SJW 

15 

Wed 

Faith Formation Classes 

SAINTS POSTER PRESENTATIONS by 
HF 10th graders to 8th & 9th graders 

6:00-7:00 PM 

During FF at HF 

Steubenville Rochester is a Catholic 

youth event for 9th-12th graders (2022-

2023).  Nationally acclaimed guest 

speakers, awesome music by SONAR 

Worsh ip,  Mass ,  Reconci l iation, 

Adoration, Rosary, good food, and lots 

of fun with people your age...it’s an 

encounter with Christ you don’t want 

to miss! 

Dates: July 14-16 

Cost: $415—fundraising will help  

Email: vkoch@sjwhf.org  for info and to 

sign up 

Camp Summit is an overnight Catholic 

adventure camp for 6th-8th graders 

(2023-2024). Experience high ropes 

courses, archery, bonfires, games and 

spiritual growth opportunities with daily 

Mass, Adoration, Reconciliation, fun 

music, and delicious food. Located at 

Eagle Bluff in Lanesboro, camp is 

extremely fun with faithful teen and 

adult leaders! 

Dates: July 31-Aug 3 

Cost: $315—fundraising will help  

Email: vkoch@sjwhf.org  for info and to 

sign up  
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Confirmation Candidate/Sponsor 

Meeting & Rite of Enrollment 

Sunday, January 29th  

Holy Family: 7:45 AM in the Hall 

SJW/Loyola: 9:45 AM in the Gym 

Please pray for our Parishes’ 

Confirmation Candidates:  

Holy Family 

Nathaniel Driscoll 

Emma Hanson 

Clara Legg 

Nathan Sickler 

Charlotte Slama 

 

St. Joseph the Worker 

Emily Brielmaier 

Chloee Fenner 

Charles Hudrlik 

Carter James 

Melanie Kremer 

Matthew Opie 



Rev. Timothy T. Reker - Pastor 

Val Koch - Director of Faith Formation  

Nicole Hermer - Director of Parish Activities 

Glenn Barnette - Bookkeeper 

Beth Sparks - Office Assistant  

Mary Flanagan - Liturgical Music Director 

Jon Hermanson - SJW Custodial Engineer 

Mike Murrain - SJW Custodian 

Ben Moldan - HF Custodian 

Email 

bulletin 

notices to                             

office@sjw

hf.org by 

Tuesday 

at noon. 

Office Phone………...…………………388-3766 

Parish Email………………...…office@sjwhf.org 

SJW Prayer Chain………….Terri: email terri@                                     

                                                 terrimichels.com   

HF Prayer Chain…………..Margaret: 317-4785 

Email: margaretbuss@yahoo.com 

Calvary Cemetery………Terry Miller: 387-5784  

Mon-Thurs: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Fri: 8:30am-12:00pm 

or by appointment 

Richard Johnson, John Allen, Jerry Schultz,   
George Larson, Tom B.               

Baptism - Please contact Fr. Reker in the 
parish office to schedule the baptism and the 

baptism preparation class. 

Marriage - Congratulations on your engagement! 
Please contact Fr. Reker at least 6 months in 

advance to begin preparation.  

Anointing of the Sick - If you or a family member 
is homebound or in the hospital and would like a 

pastoral visit, please notify the office. 

SJW MEN’S CLUB MISSION STATEMENT: 
To bring together men of all ages to grow in relationship with 

Jesus Christ. With the direction of our Priest, encouraging each 
other to be servant leaders in our Church. 

(SJW) Thank you for your 
donations!  Items needed:              
Boxed Milk, Cereal & Coffee.  

Phone: 388-0600, Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  

Loyola’s Lucky 20 raffle is kicking off on January 23! Loyola’s annual 
raffle is a yearly fundraiser that provides the needed revenue for us to 
continue to welcome more families and to strengthen our mission to 
develop young men and women who know that true leadership is rooted 
in faith, a commitment to excellence, and service in their community. 
Tickets are $100 each. There are 20 chances to win: one grand prize 
$10,000 winner, one $5,000 winner, one $1,000 winner, two $500 
winners, and 15 $200 winners! Physical tickets can be purchased at 
Loyola or by calling Carrie Kijenski at 507-386-5381 or Fr. Reker at 388-
3766. The drawing will be held on March 17 at Loyola, and winners do 
not need to be present to win. Thank you for your support of our Lucky 
20 raffle! 

Enrollment season is upon us! Enrollment for all grades is now open! 
Space is limited for our preschool and kindergarten classes so act 
quickly! Visit Loyola’s website and Facebook page for more information. 
If you have questions, please contact Ashley Braulick, Admissions 
Coordinator: 507 386-5399. 

National Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is an annual celebration of 
Catholic education in the United States. Now entering its 49th 
anniversary year, CSW has traditionally been held the last week in 
January or the first week in February and helps schools connect with 
prospective families, donors, educators and other community members 
with a goal of showcasing what makes Catholic schools a great option 
when families are looking to find the right school for them. This year’s 
theme is Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service. Watch for more 
information in the coming weeks regarding how Loyola will be celebrating 
CSW 2023! Looking for a way to get involved at Loyola? We are always 
in need of substitutes for our front office as well as classroom substitutes! 
For information, contact employment@loyolacatholicschool.org 

Be sure to keep up will all of Loyola’s happenings on social media! Find 
us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Thank you for your continued 
support of Catholic education in Mankato! 

PRO-LIFE POSTCARD CAMPAIGN: Bishop Barron and the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference have asked our parish to participate in a postcard 
campaign to share a pro-life message with our state legislators, 
Representative Jeff Brand and Senator Nick Frentz for our parish district, 
18A.  If you live within our district, we ask that you participate in this 
effort.  
The first bill introduced when the legislative session began on January 3 
was the Protect Reproductive Options Act, a bill that you have probably 
heard about in news reports that broadens access to abortion for any 
reason and done any time until birth; it also opens the door to other 
possibilities, such as legalizing surrogacy contracts which can exploit low-
income women.  
The postcards, which are located in the parish entrances, have a spot for 
you to print your name and write your address. Once you fill those in, you 
can tear off the cards and mail them to your legislators. Please note that 
if you only share a Senator with us, but not a Representative, you can 
just mail in the Senator portion of the postcard.  
It is very important that our State Representative and Senator hear from 
as many of our parishioners as possible. Through these postcards, we 
are encouraging them to vote no on the PRO Act and any other bills that 
harm the unborn. Thank you for your participation in this important 
matter. 



 

 

  

 

CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER & HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

To advertise, contact Nicole at the parish office 

507-388-3766 or nhermer@sjwhf.org 


