
 

 

The Roman Catholic Community of 

Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny 
One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 

Saint Mark Parish 
A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 

1125 Romine Avenue 
McKeesport, PA 15133 
Phone  412-678-6275 

Fax  412-673-1393 
Email: saintmarkparishdiopitt@gmail.com 

 

Saint Eugene Church (StE) 
3210 Liberty Way - Liberty 

 

Saint Joseph Church (StJ) 
1125 Romine Avenue - Port Vue 

 

Religious Education 
412-678-6275 x 104 

Youth Ministry: 412-678-6275 x105 

Saint Michael Parish 
A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 

101 McLay Drive 
Elizabeth, PA 15037-2363 

Phone  412-751-0663 
Fax  412-751-2161 

Email: stmichael11@verizon.net 
 

Saint Michael Church (StM) 
101 McLay Drive - Elizabeth 

 

Religious Education 
412-754-0886 

Youth Ministry: 412-384-8356 
sformicaym@comcast.net 

Queen of the Rosary Parish 
A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust 

530 Michigan Avenue 
Glassport, PA 15045 
Phone  412-672-7209 

Fax  412-672-6390 
Email: 50501@diopitt.org 

 

Queen of the Rosary (QoR) 
530 Michigan Avenue - Glassport 

 

Religious Education 
412-872-5136 or 412-672-7209 
Youth Ministry: 412-672-7209 

Website: ElizabethSouthAlleghenyCC.org  

Looking For A Parish?  Wherever you are on your faith journey, 

we welcome you to join our community. You may register by calling the Parish Office. 

 

First Sunday Of  Lent 
March 10, 2019 



 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Verse 
One does not live on bread alone,/ but on every word 

that comes forth from the mouth of God. R/. 
 

Gospel      Luke 4:1-13 
 

Homily 
Reflection of the Word 
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Gathering Hymn 
Open My Eyes 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading    Deuteronomy 26:4-10 
Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 91 

 
Second Reading   Romans 10:8-13 

First Sunday of Lent 
March 10, 2019 

 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; and do thou O Prince 
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in GOD, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

(All Bow) who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God, 

the Father almighty; from there he will come  
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Prayer for On Mission for the Church Alive! 
Father of Mercy, as we journey 

On Mission for the Church Alive! 
endow us with your gifts of 

collaboration, courage and compassion. 
Help us to fulfill the mission of Jesus 

and His Church through vibrant parishes 
and effective ministries. 

Raise up selfless, energetic leaders 
to serve the Church in fidelity and with care. 

May we the Church of Pittsburgh in Allegheny, 
Beaver, Butler, Greene, Lawrence 

and Washington counties, be sustained 
and strengthened, by your grace. 

Help us to learn Jesus, to love Jesus 
and to live Jesus. 

Hear this prayer and grant it through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, with help of our dear Blessed Mother, 

under the mantle of her love. Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Offertory Hymn 

Hosea 

Holy Holy Holy 

Lamb of God 
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Anointing Hymn 
Your Gentle Touch 

Your gentle touch can make us whole, 
Your healing hand relieve our pain; 

Your tender care, Your strong embrace 
Can hold us again and save us. 

 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

What is it? Who can receive it? 
   Anointing of the Sick gets its' roots from Jesus whose words 
and touch brought healing to those who were sick or afflicted. 
This is one of the 7 sacraments of the Catholic church, a 
Sacrament of Healing. 
   Anyone, adults or children, experiencing problems of mind, 
body, or spirit should seek this sacrament. If you are 
experiencing any of the following please consider receiving the 
Anointing of the Sick: Seriously ill, Alcoholism, Health 
issues, Mental disorders, Depression, Addictions, 
Weakness due to age, Facing or recovering from surgery, 
Family problems causing physical, mental, or spiritual 
illness, Caregivers caring for seriously ill family member. 
   During the Anointing of the Sick, those present will pray for 
healing and forgiveness. The priest will lay his hands on the 
head of the sick person and pray. Next, the priest will make the 
sign of the cross on the forehead and palm of the hands of each 
person with the Oil of the Sick. 
   The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be celebrated 
after all the Masses on the second Sunday of the Month. 
Anyone wishing to be anointed is welcome to come forward to 
receive this sacrament of healing and strength. All are welcome 
to share in the wellspring of God’s healing grace and love. 
 

Acknowledgements 
Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Owen Alstott 1977,1990, 
OCP;Hosea,Gregory Norbet,OSB, 1972, the Benedictine Foundation 
of the State of Vermont; Memorial Acclamation and Great Amen from 
Mass of Christ Our Savior, Daniel Schutte 2007,2009 OCP; Sanctus 
and Agnus Dei from Jubilate Deo Chant mass; On Eagle’s Wings, J. 
Michael Joncas 1979 OCP Used by permission under OneLicense.net 
A—720043. All rights reserved. Other material from public domain. 

Implementation Phase Prayer 
Father of Mercy, during this time of implementation 

help us to grow in unity with St. Mark Parish, 
St. Michael Parish and Queen of the Rosary Parish. 
Grant us the wisdom and willingness to understand 

how our parishes will become stronger 
and more vibrant in fulfilling 
the mission of the Church. 

Assist us in opening our arms to welcome others 
as we continue to journey 

On Mission for The Church Alive! 
Help us, O Lord, to trust in the future 

you have planned for us. 
This we ask through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus was led into the desert for forty days. 

Enrich Your Lenten Season! 
Praise and Worship Festival 

Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 
Sunday, March 17, 2019  

Immediately following 12 Noon Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration & Confession 

Music by Katy (Blythe) Praetzel 
Reflection by Julianne Bartko 

Information, call Sue, 412-926-8412. 

Mass & Adoration of the Eucharist 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday Evening - Mass - 6:30 pm 
Adoration - 7:00-7:30 pm 
Confession - 7:00-7:30 pm 

Lenten Regulations 
 

1. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
  are days of fast and abstinence.  

The Fridays of Lent 
are days of abstinence. 

 

2. The obligation of abstinence (refraining 
from eating meat) begins at the age of 14. The law of 
fasting (limiting oneself to one full meal and two lighter 
meals) obliges all between the ages of 18-59. 

No one should consider this obligation lightly. 
 

3. Those individuals who have a medical condition in 
which fasting may be considered harmful are not  ob l iged 
to fast, but should perform some other act of  penance or 
charity. 
 

4. Pastors and parents are to see to it that minors, though 
not bound by the law of fast and abstinence, are educated 
in the authentic sense of penance and  encouraged to do 
acts of penance suitable to their age. 
 

5. All members of the Christian Faithful are encouraged 
to do acts of penance and charity during the Lenten 
season beyond what is prescribed by the law. 
 

6. As a general rule, a request for a dispensation from the 
obligation of abstinence on Fridays of Lent will not be 
considered unless some serious reason is present. The 
attendance at social events, banquets, wedding 
rehearsals or receptions, or funeral wakes are not 
considered sufficient reason to request a dispensation. 



 

 

Saint Mark Parish      Saint Michael Parish      Queen of the Rosary Parish    5 

Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
parish. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass and during Mass on the Fourth 
Sunday of the Month. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-  1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  7-7:30 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
All information must be received 2 weeks 
in advance. 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-800-932-0313 

Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StJ  St. Joseph Church, Port Vue 
 

StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth  QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

March 10 - 17, 2019 
 

Saturday, 9, Vigil, First Sunday of Lent 
 

StM   4:00 pm  M Roger Tremont - Maryanne & Bill Van Fossen 
 

StE   6:00 pm  T Paul Beisler - Paul & Maria 
 

Sunday, 10, First Sunday of Lent 
 

StJ   9:00 am  T Dolores Crossen - Jim Bertoty 
 

StM   9:30 am  M George & Helen Emsurak - Children 
      Living & Deceased of the Parish Grouping Family 
 

QoR 11:00 am  T Helen & Ted Miller - Family 
 

StM 12 Noon   M William Conrad - Family 
 

Monday, 11, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:00 am  John & Lucille Honacki - Family 
Novena - Infant of Prague 

 

StM   9:00 am  Dec’d of Eddy & Regosh Families - Tom & Peg Eddy 
 

Tuesday, 12, Lenten Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Ronald McEvoy - Wife, Linda 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Earl Swartz - Chris & Lorraine Nola 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, 13, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:00 am  Theresa Beres - Son, Tom Beres & Family 
Novena - Miraculous Medal of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

StM   9:00 am  Carolyn Thornton - Loretta & Bill 
Novena - Michael the Archangel 

 
 

Thursday, 14, Lenten Weekday 
 

StE   8:00 am  E. Paul & Agnes Hoover - Mary Wilks, Daughter 
 

StM   9:00 am  Chiappetta & Lagona Families - Frank & Bea 
 

Friday, 15, Lenten Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Helen Gogoel - Ann & Bill Wilson 
 

QoR 11:30 am  Stations of the Cross 
 

QoR 12 Noon  Nick Dabruzzo - Ed Pasiniski 
 

StE   5:00 pm  Stations of the Cross 
 

QoR   6:30 pm  Stations of the Cross 
 

StM   7:00 pm  Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, 16, Vigil, Second Sunday of Lent 
 

StM   4:00 pm  T Kate Rost - Andrew & Shirley Beamon 
 

StE   6:00 pm  M Margaret Barnocky - Sally Ungvarsky 
 

Sunday, 17, Second Sunday of Lent 
 

StJ   9:00 am  M Patrick Stetar - Patrick Stetar, Jr. & Donna Stetar 
StM   9:30 am  T Karloski Family - Sally Shaner 
      Living & Deceased of the Parish Grouping Family 
 

QoR 11:00 am  M Genoeffa Piccioni - Son, Carl 
 

StM 12 Noon   T Bertha & Sandy Curran - Kris Watts & Family 
 

Low Gluten Hosts are available, please see the priest prior to the beginning of Mass. 



 

 

 

Almsgiving, Prayer, Fasting 
and Temptation 

   As we begin our season of fasting, 
prayer, and almsgiving, the reading 
from Deuteronomy reminds us of our 
duty of almsgiving, that we set [our 

offerings] before the Lord, [our] God, [and] shall 
bow down in [God’s] presence (Dt 26:10). The 
reading from Romans refers us to our prayer, 
reminding us that The word is near you, in your 
mouth and in your heart . . . For everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Rom 

10:8, 13). These are comforting words, and encourage 
us to ask God for what we need and to aid us in our 
prayer. Finally, the Gospel of Luke shows us a 
fasting Jesus, who was tempted as we are, and who 
knows what it means to be human. Someone once 
said that temptation arises when you’re tired and 
weary, and the devil comes along and makes a 
perfectly reasonable suggestion. Jesus shows us 
that, with his help, we too can overcome our 
temptations, reasonable as they may sound. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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March Rosary Intention 
That Christian communities, 

especially those who are persecuted, 
feel that they are close to Christ 
and have their rights respected. 

Spring Pre-Cana Program 
for engaged couples planning weddings. 
St. Robert Bellarmine Parish Center 
1313 Fifth Avenue, East McKeesport 

Saturday, April 27, 2019, 9:00 am-3:00 pm 
Registration $35.00 (includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call the Parish Office, 
412-751-0663, for a registration form. 

Ladies of Charity 
   The Ladies of Charity will meet at 
St. Michael Church, Elizabeth on 
Saturday, March 9, 2019 at 10:00 
am in the Chapel. Lynda McFarland, 
principal of Mary of Nazareth School, 
will lead the morning beginning with 
prayer in chapel and continue 

discussion in following the Lord in the footsteps of 
Sts. Louise de Marillac and Vincent de Paul. 
 

 

We need your help! 
The Ladies of Charity are accepting donations to fill 
Easter Baskets for the Sick & Homebound. We are 
kindly requesting that you place your donations in 
the baskets provided in each church. 
Please consider: Candy, Sugar-Free Candy, 
Baby Powder, Hand Cream, Small Puzzle 
Books, Tissues and Toiletries. 
Please no alcohol-based products, mouthwashes 
or razors. 

Thank for your kindness and support! 

First Sunday of Lent 
March 10, 2019 

   As we enter into this Lenten 
season of penance and self-
denial, we're reminded that the 
God we follow is no stranger 
to these things. In this 
Sunday's Gospel, we see the 
temptations of Jesus which 

have parallels throughout Scripture and in our own 
lives. The apostle John warns against temptations to 
sensual lust, enticement of the eyes, and a pretentious 
life (cf. 1 John 2:16). Before Eve plucks the fruit from 
the tree, she hears it is good for food, pleasing to the 
eyes, and desirable for gaining wisdom (cf. Genesis 

3:6). The temptations of Jesus are our own. 
   Turn these stones to bread. Here is the lure of 
bodily comfort, like good food or sensual lust. It's the 
simplest of temptations because it's instinctual. We 
want good for our bodies! But there may be times 
these bodily goods don't serve the higher good for 
our souls. The leap "from the temple parapet" would 
entice the eye of the person watching. A feat like this 
would prove Jesus' Messianic ability. His popularity 
could be a shortcut to the cross. We might not be 
daredevils, but we want people to like us and be 
impressed by us. 

Do we sacrifice our values along the way? 
To bow and worship the devil - and so claim power 
and a pretentious life - seems like a dramatic 
temptation. Not everyone may feel enticed by power 
in the professional sense, but all of us want control. A 
volunteer team can feel just as intense as the 
boardroom! 
How often do we prefer to be in control of our lives 

(and perhaps even the lives of others), 
rather than allow God to be God? 

   When we consider areas of temptation and sin, it's 
not to feel ashamed. The temptation in the desert 
reminds us that we are not alone and that the strength 
of Jesus can be our strength, too. 
 

 

Read the Bible. 
Pray over Sacred Scripture. 

You can keep whatever you find… 



 

 

 

Lenten Challenge 
#takebackSunday 

   In the hustle and bustle of the 
modern world, we seem to lose 
more time to jobs, schooling 

and activities that take us and our focus away from 
our families. Most of us want and need more time in 
the day to get done whatever seems to be looming 
over us. That is why Lent is the perfect time to reset 
and refocus our energies onto more important things. 
Sundays used to be a day of faith and family, and 
now sometimes, with all the running and activities 
going on, there is nothing special about Sunday 
anymore. This Lent, why not try to take back 

your Sundays, or at least some of them. 
   Take some time before March 6, (Ash Wednesday) 
and look at your family calendar. Is there at least one 
Sunday in which you can go to Church and religious 
education, and afterward just have some family time 
in the afternoon and evening-- A day where you 
don’t spend time picking up groceries after Mass or 
grabbing food from the drive thru while you are 
jumping from one activity to the next. 
   It will take some planning, and let the family know 
that this is going to be the day that you are spending 
together. Plan out the activities; whether it is going 
to be blanket forts, popcorn and favorite movies or if 
you are all going to spend the day in the kitchen 
maybe making cookies and homemade personal 
pizzas--- make sure to turn off the devices and tune 
in to family fun. 
   If you cannot find a Sunday where there is nothing 
going on? Make sure you do your running around 
and errands as a family, and create some great 
memories just by being together. 

Focus on what matters most 
and #takebackSunday! 

-Julie Fleckenstein  

 

Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Group 
Lenten Invitation 

 

Prayer Fasting Almsgiving 
   Prayer is communal or private; attend Ash 
Wednesday Liturgy, Sunday Mass and come to Mass 
an extra day during the week, pray Stations of the 
Cross on Friday, pray at home. 
 

Prayer Fasting Almsgiving 
   Fasting and abstinence is an important part of 
Lent. Fasting lets us feel a physical hunger, that 
mimics our spiritual hunger that we feel when we are 
away from God, and when we wander away from our 
relationship with Jesus Christ. All Fridays in Lent are 
days of abstinence from meat. 
 

Prayer  Fasting  Almsgiving 
Almsgiving is an act of giving to those who are less 
fortunate then ourselves. Please see what you can 
give to those in need in our local community. 
 

A Different Need Each Week of Lent 
March 10 toiletries (bar soap, shampoo, toothpaste) 
March 17 pasta/rice, spaghetti sauce 
March 24 canned tuna or canned meat 
March 31 paper products (paper towels, toilet paper) 

April     7 dried beans or canned veggies 
April   14 soup 

Place your Almsgiving before the altar. 

will be prayed on Fridays at 
Queen of the Rosary Church 

11:30 am & 6:30 am 
Saint Eugene Church - 5:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church - 7:00 pm 

Once again this year, children in grades One - Eight 
are invited to walk the Stations of the Cross. 

No Greater Love 
A Lenten Series 

on Tuesday Evenings 
March 12 - April 16, 2019 

6:45 - 8:45 pm 
Saint Michael Archangel Hall 

 

A Journey through the Holy Land, together we will 
explore the Old Testament prophecies, messianic 
expectations, biblical symbolism and historical 
context as we delve into the mystery of Christ’s 
passion and death. 

Light dinner followed by praise, prayer & song, 
a DVD presentation by Dr. Edward Sri and small 
group discussion. A study pack is available ($25). 

For more information or to Register, 
please contact Sue, 412-384-8356, 

or sformicaym@comcast.net to register. 
All are welcome to attend. 
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Treasures From Our Tradition 
   Often, when a family keeps vigil around a person 
who is preparing for death, they may notice three 
interwoven activities. 
First, the dying person may become more prayerful 
and reflective than ever before, reviewing life’s 
journey in gratitude to God, or seeking forgiveness 
and making amends for wrongs. 
Second, as death approaches, the need to eat and 
drink is lessened until even an ice cube brushed 
against the lips is satisfying. 
Third, persons who are dying often make plans to 
give their possessions away, making bequests, 
handing treasures down, providing for favorite 
charities. 
   Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving: with these three 
pillars of Lent, we rehearse our death every year in 
this season, and anticipate the final work we will do 
in this life. And every year, at the end of our journey, 
is the joy of Easter and the experience of the victory 
of Christ over death’s darkness and power. Annually, 
we remind ourselves that the Christian experiences 
the same power and presence at the end of life’s 
journey: 
Christ to the rescue and the lasting joy of heaven. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
If you would like to add or update an active 

Service member, please call the Parish Office. 
   As a faith community, we pray for 
and remember our Service Men and 
Women who are serving on active 
duty in the Armed Services, 
especially: Pvt. Peter A. Barrante, 
USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, 
USAF; Col. Richard Collage, PA 

NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas DeLuca, Army; Cadet 1/C 
David DeMaio, USCGA, Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; 
Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, 
Army; 2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; T/Sgt. Michael 
Goodman, USAF; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. 
Russ Langley, Marines; A1C Timothy Oeler, USAF; 
ENS Timothy Ragan, USNA; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, 
USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF. 

Saint Michael, protect them. 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

The word is near you, 
in your mouth and in your heart. 

On Mission For The Church Alive! 
Be With Me, Lord – As we begin our Lenten 
journey we take upon ourselves those traditional 
disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving/good 
works in order that we might be opened, freed from 
any attachment to sin and ever more trusting in the 
God’s grace. We know that Lent is not always easy. 
With the best of intentions and with firm resolve we 
devote ourselves to doing without something or 
increasing time spent in prayer or doing works of 
charity. Yet, the temptations also seem to increase 
that seeks to draw us back into our old ways. The 
goal of our Lenten journey is not simply that we 
have more time spent in prayer or less time spent 
doing those things that keep us from God. Rather, we 
must also work hard during Lent to incorporate faith 
into every aspect and every moment of life. One 
helpful practice is to have short phrases of Scripture 
or from our heart that become prayers throughout our 
day. Whether it is saying Thank you, Jesus as we 
recognize the countless moments he is at work for 
us, or the refrain from today’s psalm, Be with me, 
Lord, when we recognize we cannot do it alone, we 
will draw closer to the Lord as we seek to be 
strengthened and play our part in building up His 
Kingdom. Visit onmissionchurchalive.org 

to learn more and to stay informed. 

Parish Stewardship - Time, Talent and Treasure 
Sunday, March 3, 2019 

 

Saint Mark Parish 
   Regular Offertory    $  3,473.00 
   Maintenance/Buildings  $  2,819.00 

 

Saint Michael Parish 
   Regular Offertory    $  6,372.00 
   Capital Improvements   $  1,390.00 

 

Queen of the Rosary Parish 
   Regular Offertory    $  2,382.00 
   Monthly       $     319.00 

Thank You for Your Sacrificial Giving! 
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Maintenance/Buildings & Grounds Collection 
The Diocese has granted St. Mark Parish an exemption on our 
Maintenance/Buildings/Grounds Collection. Thank You! 

This exemption will end on June 30, 2019. 

Parish Share Program - 2019 
   Lent is a time to prepare for the Resurrection of 
our Lord. It’s also when we ask parishioners to 
prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift to our Parish 
Share program. Your past support has helped our 
parish and the wider Church of Pittsburgh to re-
spond to real needs, including outreach to youth and 
young adults. When you receive your Parish Share 
information next week, please respond generously. 
All funds received once we have met our goal will 
stay in our parish. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 
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Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ 

 

Saint Mark Parish 
Religious Education Sunday Morning 

10:00 - 11:30 am 
   For information or questions, please call Julie at 
the Religious Education Office, 412-678-6275 x 104. 
 

Youth Group will meet  
Wednesday, March 13, 2019 from 6:30 - 9 pm 

in the Youth House, Port Vue. 
 

Queen of the Rosary Parish 
Religious Education Sunday Morning 

9:30 - 10:45 am 
   For information or questions, please call Darla at 
the Parish Office, 412-672-7209 or 412-953-8119. 

 

   In Religious Education, the Second & Eighth 
Grades are preparing for Easter Sacraments. Please 
remember them and their teachers in your prayers. 

Thank you for supporting our children! 
 

Youth Group meets on Tuesday, 
March 12, 2019 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 

in the Social Hall. 
New members are always welcome. 

 

What is Youth Group? Youth Group empowers 
young people to learn to be disciples of Jesus Christ 
in today's world. As they serve others and work to 
build a world based on Gospel values mixed with 
friendships and fun. Youth Group is open to new 
members. If you are in the 6th-12th grade and are 
interested, stop by a meeting, or call Darla, 412-953-
8119 or the Parish Office, 412-672-7209. 

 

FISH FRY NEWS: Your help is needed for the 
auction baskets. Items needed: baskets, basket 
plastic, new items for the baskets, scratch offs, gift 
cards, monetary donations. You do not have to build 
a whole basket! We will use items to put together 
baskets. Basket items are collected weekly! Please 
call Darla, 412-953-8119 or place items in the back 
of church. Thank You for your support! 
 

Candidates for Sacraments should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper 
understanding of the Sacrament should be gained and 
demonstrated. Generally, two (2) consecutive years of 
instruction is necessary for the reception of the 
Sacraments of Holy Communion and Confirmation. 

Religious Education News 
   The First Holy Communion Canidates celebrated 
their First Reconciliation at Queen of the Rosary 
Church followed by a pizza lunch and an opportunity 
to make their First Communion Banners. 
 

First Communion 
Saint Michael Church 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 at 12 Noon Mass 
 

Saint Eugene Church 
Sunday, May 5, 2019 at 9:00 am Mass 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church 
Sunday, May 5, 2019 at 11:00 am Mass 

 
 

   Also the Confirmation Candidates had their retreat 
at the Divine Redeemer Motherhouse. 
 

Confirmation 
Saint Michael Church 

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 at 7:00 pm 
 

   Please keep all of our Confirmation and First 
Communion Candidates and all of our children in 
your prayers. 

 

Saint Michael Parish 
Religious Education Sunday Morning 

8:00 - 9:20 am & 10:30 - 11:50 am 
   For information or questions, please call Joan at 
the Religious Education Office, 412-754-0886. 

 

Family Mass Sunday - April 7, 2019 
   The Second & First Grade will assume the roles of 
liturgical leadership: greeters & ushers, lectors, gift 
bearers, etc. for the 9:30 am Mass. 

May the Lord Bless All of Our Children! 
 

Senior Youth Group will meet  
Sunday, April 7, 2019 from 4:00 - 6:00 pm 

in Archangel Hall. 
 

Junior Youth Group will meet 
Friday, April 12, 2019 from 7:00-9:00 pm 

Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Grouping 
St. Mark, St. Michael, Queen of the Rosary 

Vacation Bible School - Adult Volunteers 
   Adult Volunteers are needed for the Vacation 
Bible School—people who love working with 
children, love sharing their faith and are ready for 
some fun! Anyone 18 years or older and who has 
flexibility in their schedules for a week or two this 
summer, is invited and encouraged to volunteer. 

An informational meeting for Adult Volunteers 
will be held on Tuesday, March 26, 2019, 

at St. Eugene Church, at 7 pm (after 6:30 pm Mass). 

If you cannot attend, but want to volunteer, please 
call Julie, 412-678-6275 ext. 104. 
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   Invest just five minutes 
a day, and your faith will 
deepen and grow—a day 
at a time.  

Sunday, Mar 10; Dt 26:4-10; Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 
First Sunday Of Lent 
A devil of a challenge 

   Take on any challenge, and you quickly discover why 
few people are willing to walk the route you’re on. Not 
everyone climbs Mt. Everest, completes the Appalachian 
Trail, or bikes across Death Valley. It also takes special 
zeal to fight systemic injustice, go on mission to a foreign 
country, or resist the tiny daily invitations to compromise 
your values and go along to get along. The test of self-
denial this Lent is a dress rehearsal for the real moral 
challenges that lie ahead. If you can’t say no in small 
ways, how can you resist when the demons come calling? 
If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 
here. 
 

Monday, Mar 11; Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46 
Lenten Weekday - A value-added tradition 

   Scripture’s dramatic account of the Final Judgment 
includes powerful statements about the importance of 
caring for those who are weak, ill, imprisoned—values that 
are at the core of all Christian social ethics. Over the 
centuries great movements for human progress and 
compassion have been inspired by these fundamental 
Christian values. Western Christianity’s shortcomings are 
frequently on display, as perhaps they should be. But let’s 
not forget the great Christian charitable tradition, which 
has done so much good for so many. Find a way to make 
your own contribution to charitable works: From Catholic 
Charities to Catholic Worker houses, the options are 
many. What you did not do for one of these least ones, 
you did not do for me. 
 

Tuesday, Mar 12; Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15 
Lenten Weekday - Do you have the will? 

   One of the many advantages of memorized prayers such 
as the Our Father is that we can say them when we have 
no words of our own; we don’t have to think. That’s also 
one of their disadvantages: We don’t have to think. In fact, 
we may have forgotten exactly what we are saying when 
we pray the Lord’s Prayer. For example, do we really 
mean, Thy will be done or are there unspoken conditions 
attached: Thy will be done—as long as it doesn’t 
interfere with my carefully laid plans for my life? To 
turn everything over to God is truly the only way to live 
without fear. It’s what Jesus did; it’s what we are called to 

do as well. This is how you are to pray: Our Father who 
art in heaven. 
 

Wednesday, Mar 13; Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32 
Lenten Weekday - Think small 

   Children are the first to tell us that it can be tough to be 
little. Often overlooked or taken advantage of, not always 
heard or taken seriously, the small ones in this world are at 
the mercy of the rest of us. In biblical terms the anawim 
(poor little ones) included children, women, the poor, and 
the stranger. It’s quite unusual when a “rich big one” like 
the king of Nineveh in the Book of Jonah surrendered his 
place of privilege and made himself small before God. 
Such humility gets results: His kingdom is saved. Consider 
opportunities today to “get small” in your dealings with 
others. The king of Nineveh . . . rose from his throne, 
laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, 
and sat in the ashes. 
 

Thursday, Mar 14; Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12 
Lenten Weekday - Let the children come 

   Children soak up experiences without having much 
power to filter. Be it fear or faith, trauma or comfort, loss or 
joy, whatever goes in, tends to stay with them and affect 
their lives. Adults have a responsibility to try to shape the 
experiences of children in positive ways. The almost 
complete dependence of small children on the adults 
around them is one of the reasons Jesus was so protective 
of them in the gospels—and also why scripture holds 
children up as examples of trust. Whether nurturing 
children or learning to imitate them in your relationship with 
God, always remember their importance. If you . . . know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give good things to 
those who ask him. 
 

Friday, Mar 15; Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26  
Lenten Weekday, Day of Abstinence 

What’s in a name? 
   The Catechism of the Catholic Church lists five names 
for the sacrament that many of us grew up calling 
Confession. That term, still in use, calls up images of 
kneeling in darkness and recounting sins to a priest who 
sits behind a screen. There are, however, other words that 
perhaps do a better job of describing the grace of the 
sacrament. These words: conversion, reconciliation, 
penance, and forgiveness, invite us to reflect on and claim 
our failings, express our sorrow, and, with pastoral 
guidance, go forth to try again to get it right. Forgiveness 
of ourselves or others is not easy and reconciliation is a 
process, but God’s own grace is there to guide and 
strengthen us as we attempt to be people of love and 



 

 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Growing in Wisdom, Age and Grace 

Time for Twos, Pre K 3 & 4, Kindergarten, Grades 1– 8 
1640 Fawcett Avenue    White Oak, PA  15131 
Phone: 412-672-2360      Fax: 412-672-0880 
Webpage: www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
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mercy. Is it time to make a good Confession? Settle with 
your opponent quickly while on the way to court. 
 

Saturday, Mar 16; Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48 
Lenten Weekday - Less is more 

   The heading catches our attention because at first 
glance it seems illogical. How can less be more? They’re 
opposites, and of the two, “more” is usually regarded as 
better. But taken in a different light, the phrase makes 
good sense. Maybe we exercise restraint during a tense 
meeting with a coworker, saying only what is needed 
instead of saying something further in order to “win” an 
argument. Maybe we forgive someone who has hurt us 
with a lie instead of reminding them over and over that our 
pain is their fault. With less, we become more—more 
peaceful, more caring, more Christ-like. But I say to you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you. 
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised 
Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our 

regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. 
 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt, SusanVogt.net 

   It’s Lent - a time to take stock of our lives both 
spiritually and physically. Many people give bad 
habits or even harmless pleasures up to join with 
Jesus’ suffering on the cross. What you choose to do 
(or not do) is unique to you, but consider one Lenten 
action that you both do. You can be a support to each 
other. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt, SusanVogt.net 

You hypocrite! (Lk 6:42). Our kids are watching us. 
Don’t give them a reason to say (or think) you’re a 
hypocrite by not practicing what you preach. Talk 
kindly to them - even though you may need to be 
firm. Forgive - even though you may have to enforce 
consequences. 
 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Jesus was led by the Spirit in the wilderness. 
What is the wilderness in your life to which the Holy 
Spirit is leading you this Lent? Perhaps there are 
uncharted areas in your marriage or family 
relationships. Spend this Lent in your “wilderness” 
with God. Where is the Spirit leading you this Lent? 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: all who will die today, 
Ronald Kulczynski, Marshall Fiore, 

father of Maureen Fiore,  
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
 

Grief Recovery Support Group 
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 - 7:00-9:00 pm 

Saint Robert Bellarmine Parish Center Lounge 
1313 Fifth Avenue, East McKeesport 

Anyone who has experienced a loss is invited. 
 

Saint Mark Parish Festival Flea Market is 
in need of gently used, but loved items, that you may 
have found in your spring cleaning and would like to 
donate to the flea market. All donations must be in 
good working condition. These items will not be 
accepted: clothing, draperies, tires, computers or 
broken electronics and unclean items. Drop-off in 
July; dates to be announced. Thank you! 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Queen of the Rosary: Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory 
of Theresa Beres from Son, Tom Beres & Family. 

St. Mark Parish Festival - August 1-3, 2019. 
 

Needed: Facilitator & Team for Craft Baskets 
Facilitator and Team Members are needed for the 
Festival. For information or interested call Cathy. 

 
 

Saint Mark Parish Festival Specialty Basket 
   Spring is fast approaching and now it is only 5 
months until our Saint Mark Parish Festival! 
   WE NEED YOU!  Our basket team will soon be 
hard at work, sorting our donated items to create our 
exceptional specialty baskets. Please keep us in 
mind when you are out shopping. Look for items 
that are on sale and also the treasures that can be 
found in the clearance aisle. We are accepting new 
items (never been used) which can be placed in the 
labeled baskets at each church. Here are some of the 
many ideas: 
+ Look for items after all holidays - Retailers 
 mark down left over items 50% - 90% off! 
+ Baskets geared to children - All the latest 
 themed characters, Minions, Paw Patrol, 
 Hello Kitty, Doc McStuffins, WWE Wrestlers, 
 Vampirina 
+ Household items - toasters, mixers, baking pans, 
 cookware 

THANK YOU in advance for any donation. 
 

If you are interested in being involved 
with the festival please contact Cathy Esack 



 

 

Upcoming Events 
Ushers will meet on Thursday, March 14, 2019 

at 7:30 pm in the St. Michael Church Meeting Room. 
 

Rosary Makers will meet on Monday, 
March 18, 2019 at 9:30 am 

in the St. Michael Church Meeting Room. 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on Monday, 
March 18, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

in the St. Michael Church Meeting Room. 
Any men interested in joining the Knights 

are welcome to attend the 2nd meeting of the month. 
 

Catholic Men’s Fellowship will meet on Saturday, 
March 23, 2019 at 7:00 am 

in St. Michael Church & Meeting Room. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society will meet 
on Monday, March 25, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

in the Queen of the Rosary meeting room. 
All in the Grouping are welcome to join us. 

 

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild 
Covered Dish Dinner will be held on 
Thursday, March  28, 2019 at 6:00 pm 

at Saint Michael Archangel Hall. 
All Women of the Grouping are Welcome! 

 

Holy Name Society will meet on Sunday, 
April 14, 2019 at 9:30 am 

in Queen of the Rosary Social Hall. 
We will finalize plans for the Mother’s Day Family 
Breakfast and participation in Holy Week Services 
and then attend 11 am Mass as a Group. 

All Men from our grouping are welcome to attend. 
 

Christian Mothers & Guild will meet on Sunday, 
April 14, 2019 at 1:00 pm 

In Queen of the Rosary Social Hall. 
 

Saint Mark Parish, Saint Michael Parish 
and Queen of the Rosary 50/50 

   In your offertory packet, there is a special envelope 
marked 50/50 Drawing--Donation $5.00. 
   At the end of each month, one lucky winner is 
drawn to win half of the proceeds. Thank you! 

 

St. Mark Parish Music Ministry 
Hand Bell Choir will meet on Monday, 

from 6:30 - 7:30 pm at St. Joseph Church, Port Vue. 
 

Adult Choir will meet on Monday, 
from 7:30 - 8:30 pm at St. Joseph Church, Port Vue. 

Any questions, stop and see Pam after Mass. 
New Members to both Choirs are welcome! 

 

Quilting Club meets on Monday, 
from 11 am-2 pm at St. Joseph Church, Port Vue. 

 

Crochet Club meets on Tuesday morning, 
from 9:30-11:30 am at St. Joseph Church, Port Vue. 
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Saint Patrick’s Day Cash Bash 
Total of $6000 up for grabs 

Saturday, March 16, 2019, 6 - 10 pm 
Elizabeth VFD Station 139 Hall 

107 Market Street, Elizabeth Boro 
Winner will be notified – winner need not be present. 

Food/beer included in ticket price. BYOB. 
Tickets $30 for 3 numbers  Guest ticket: $15.00. 

For tickets call, Debby, 412-670-0015 
or Cathy: 412-980-2918. 

Must be 21 to attend.    Benefits Saint Mark Parish. 
Thank you for your continual support! 

 

Saint Mark Friday Night Bingo 
Benefits the Youth Ministry Program 

Friday, April 12, 2019 
St. Eugene Church, 3210 Liberty Way, Liberty Boro 

Doors open at 5:30PM   Early birds at 6:30PM 
Regular games start at 7:00PM   All paper format 
Advance Ticket - $20.00    Ticket at Door - $25.00 

(Includes: 20 Regular Games 50 pts, 3 Specials 100 pts) 

Early Birds, All Nighter, Magic Number, Quickies, 
Winner Take All Double Bingo & 500 pts Must Go Jackpot 

are not included in the ticket package. 
Chinese Auction, Door Prizes, Food, 50/50, Rip Opens 

For tickets or special need seating, call  
Lori, 412-678-6275 ext.105 or Cathy, 412-980-2918. 

 

Mark Your Calendars - Family Fun Night 
Saint Michael, Elizabeth 

Friday, July 12, 2019 
Car Cruise, Games, Food, Live Music 

 

HEALTH CONCERNS at Mass 
during FLU SEASON 

   The Flu Season in Western Pennsylvania is now 
upon us. In order to prevent the possible spread of 
illness, we ask parishioners who have symptoms of 
the flu or other contagious diseases to use prudence 
in taking the Precious Blood and shaking hands at 
Mass until you are recovered. Thank you for 
contributing to the health of our Church family! 

St. Mark Parish, St. Michael Parish 
Queen of the Rosary Parish 

 

Pastoral Council Meeting will be held on Monday,  
April 1, 2019 at 7:00 pm in 

Saint Michael - Archangel Hall, Elizabeth. 
 

Finance Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 
April 8, 2019 at 7:00 pm in 

Saint Michael - Archangel Hall, Elizabeth. 
 

If you are unable to attend, 
please call Jan, 412-751-0663. 



 

 

Elizabeth, Glassport, 
South Allegheny Area Grouping 

St. Mark, St. Michael, Queen of the Rosary 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Administrator 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal 
 

Religious Education 
Julie Fleckenstein, St. Mark  
Joan Kilgore, St. Michael 
Darla Losteter, Queen of the Rosary 
 

Youth Ministery 
Lori DiMarco, St. Mark 
Susan Formica, St. Michael 
Darla Losteter, Queen of the Rosary 
 

Safe Environment 
Emily Carlson, St. Mark 
Mary Jo Ignatius, St. Michael 
 

Music Ministry 
Celeste Cafasso, St. Michael 
Carol Gioia, St. Michael 
Pamela Whitney, St. Mark & Queen of the Rosary 
 

Facilities 
Kevin Hopkins, St. Mark 
Patricia Muic, St. Mark 
Tony Hutskow, St. Michael 
 

Pastoral Secretary 
Lisa Mykeloff, St. Mark 
Jeannie Premozic, St. Mark 
Jan Kunkel, St. Michael 
Amy Megahan, Queen of the Rosary 
 

Parish Nurse 
Pam Curcio, 412-754-0317, St. Mark 

 

Advisory Councils 
 

Pastoral Council 
 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis   Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
 

Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 
Barry Bisogni, Scribe 

 

 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

Lenten Fish Fry 
St. Michael, Every Friday of Lent 

(Not Good Friday) from 4:00-7:00 pm 
Queen of the Rosary 

Ash Wednesday & Every Friday of Lent  
(including Good Friday) 11 am-7:00 pm 

   For the annual Parish Fish Fry to be a success, a 
great number of hands are needed to carry the load. 
If we all work together as a family, the Fish Fry will 
continue to be such a great success. 
   We are in need of bakers, kitchen workers, servers, 
order takers, and clean up crew just to name a few 
positions available. Please help in any way you can. 
Spread the word about the Fish Fry. 

 

Bakers Needed 
Bakers needed to make their favorite sweets (the 
delicious sweets the Fish Fry is known for), and 
bring them to Archangel Hall or the Social Hall all 
the Fish Fry Days of Lent. 

Thank you for baking! 
 

Fish Fry Volunteers 
   If you are able to work the Fish Fry, please 
complete the Volunteer Form below and return to the 
Parish Office as soon as possible. Thank You for 
making our Fish Fry's Special! 

 

Past and Future —Anonymous 
There is no saint without a past 

—and no sinner without a future. 

Common Grounds COFFEE HOUSE 
is open after 9:00 am Sunday Mass 

at St. Joseph Church, Port Vue. Please join us! 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Open Enrollment is currently underway. 

Preschool through Eighth Grade. 
Please visit us at maryofnazarethschool.org or call, 
412-672-2360, for information or schedule a tour. 

We also invite you to follow us on Facebook. 

Religious Education Program 
Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus Christ 

All children, Grades 1-8, are invited and encouraged 
to participate in a Religious Education Program. 

 

Youth Ministry 
All Youth, High School (9-12 grade) 

and Jr. High School (6-8 grade), 
are invited and encouraged to participate 

in the youth ministry program. 
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Lancaster 
 

sponsored by Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Grouping 
 

Join Fr. Wagner on a Bus Trip 
June 18, 19, 20, 2019 (Tuesday-Thursday) 

 

Reserve Your Seats Now (Adults Only - 18 years +) 
Deposits of $100 must be received by March 15, 2019 

Join us for fun, laughter, and a spiritual experience. 
For more information, 

contact Lynda McFarland at 412-672-2360. 
 

• Deluxe Motor Coach Transportation 
• Two Nights Accommodations 
   with Breakfast 
• Create Your Own Ice Cream Flavor 
   at Turkey Hill Farm 
• Dutch Apple Dinner Theater - Camelot 
• Sight and Sound Theater - Jesus 
• Dinner at Miller’s (included) 
• The Amish Experience & Theater 
• Wilbur Chocolate Factory 
 

Cost Per Person:  Double Occupancy $579.00 
Triple Occupancy $525.00    Quad Occupancy $497.00 

Single Occupancy $745.00 
 

Must be paid in full by April 2019.  Payments are available. 
Make Checks Payable to ST. MICHAEL PARISH. 

Please Print Clearly 
 
Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    Number of Reservations: __________________   Total Cost:  __________________ 

 

Make All Checks Payable to ST. MICHAEL PARISH and Return to St. Michael Parish Office 


