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 Prayer for the Church 
 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Church. 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 

as you did at the wedding in Cana.  
 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world,  

and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels,  

that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 
 

For those already afflicted, we ask you 
to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.  

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.  

 

In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church 

to love one another and to be patient and kind.  
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus 

to our land and to our hearts.  
 

We come to you with confidence, knowing that you 
truly are our compassionate mother,  

health of the sick and cause of our joy.  
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 

keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. 
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THE OTHER SIDE OF CORONA — A PASTORAL LETTER TO THE CHURCH OF PITTSBURGH 
BISHOP DAVID A. ZUBIK — MARCH 20, 2020 

 

My dear Sisters and Brothers of the Church of Pittsburgh,  
 

   The Other Side of Corona. What a difference several months make. Since the virus known as corona entered center stage in 
Wuhan, Hubei Province, China last December, just the mere mention of the word corona invokes many emotions, most notable of all 
fear—fear of the virus, fear of disease, fear of sickness, fear of death. 
 

   As the coronavirus (COVID-19) touches our lives with uncertainty, confusion, fear and suffering, I invite you to reflect on a hope-filled 
definition of the word corona from the perspective of our faith—truly The Other Side of Corona. 
 

   For us Catholics, the word corona traditionally means the crown of Mary, who is praying for us always. Corona is a sign that God 
is with us through everything we experience in life, wherever we are, whatever we do, whoever we are! We are never alone. We have 
an everlasting hope.  
 

   Every time we think of this virus—as we must do in order to protect others and ourselves—the name corona can call you and me to 
prayer.  
 

   God works in all things to draw us closer to Him. At a time like this, God deeply desires to be closer to us. But He will never force 
Himself on us. We need to respond. A time of dramatic action that affects our daily lives—closure of business, working from home, 
cancelation of school, a suspension of most Church activities, particularly the celebration of public Masses—and even a self-
quarantine or the loss of employment—is an opportunity to deepen our relationship with Jesus. Whether or not the disease has 
afflicted you personally, it is affecting all of us—locally, nationally, globally. 
 

   And therein lies the need for us to come closer to God, to respond to His need to be with us more closely. Our response is to pray 
and to pray most fervently.   

   We pray:  
• that God may protect us from a spread of the virus;  
• that God may extend His love and care for others through us;  
• that God may heal those who are ill;  
• that God may guide our leaders through this pandemic;  
• that God may be in the hearts of the medical professionals;  
• that God may enlighten the researchers who are searching for a vaccine to work against the virus;  
• that God may comfort all of us whose lives are disrupted in the path of the virus;  
• that God may welcome into His embrace those who have died in the wake of the pandemic.  
 

   The word corona invites us also to think of prayer to Our Lady. An early name for the Rosary—still used in many parts of the 
world—is Corona del Rosario or Crown of the Rosary. Although prayer beads are an even older tradition, our Rosary stems from 
the devotion of a young man in the Middle Ages who wove crowns of roses to place on a statue of Our Lady. When he entered a 
religious community, he was distressed to learn that his duties would prevent him from making the crowns. The Blessed Mother then 
appeared and told him that his Hail Marys were her crown of roses, her Corona del Rosario.  
 

   The way she taught him to pray this Corona del Rosario grew so popular that all Catholic prayer beads became known as 
rosaries. Over the centuries, the Church added more mysteries and prayers to the Corona, which gave great impetus to the practice 
of praying the Rosary.  
 

   This account of the corona shows us the path to grow deeper in our faith, even though current health measures to combat the 
coronavirus prevent us from gathering for Mass.  
 

   On Sunday, March 15, 2020, I made an announcement that broke my heart, suspending public Mass until further notice. An earlier 
dispensation from Sunday Mass was not enough to protect us and our neighbors from this deadly disease. People can be infected 
with the virus and transmit it to others before they begin to feel sick. And some cannot bring themselves to stay home from Mass 
when they are sick.  
 

   As painful as it is to be deprived of the Mass, we are followers of the Great Physician who would never want us to risk making 
others seriously ill. Our Catholic faith is more than what we believe; it’s how we put our belief into action with our words,  deeds and 
interactions for the glory of God and out of Christ-like service to each other. This is a time when we are called to love God and our 
neighbor, drawing closer to Jesus, doing all that we can to ease the hardships of those around us.  
 

   While difficult to see, the hand of God really is present in this pandemic occurring during Lent, a season of sacrifice when we are 
called to spend more time in prayer, reflecting on Scripture and growing in devotion. As the coronavirus restricts our activities and 
human interactions, it creates an opening for a deeper relationship not only with our families and friends, acquaintances and 
strangers, but especially with our Lord. 
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   As long as conditions allow, I have asked our priests to keep our Church buildings open so that you may stop in on your way to or 
from the supermarket, pharmacy or bank. Perhaps you have seen the image of our Holy Father, Pope Francis, during this crisis in 
Rome walking down a nearly deserted street to pray at a shrine where people prayed in 1522 to end the Great Plague. 
 

   I have encouraged our priests to keep churches open, so that people can visit in their own time to pray before the Blessed 
Sacrament and our Blessed Mother. I have also encouraged our priests to set aside times for Eucharistic Adoration, perhaps even 
daily. And while our priests will continue to celebrate Masses without the public, we can still receive the presence of Christ daily in 
spiritual communion. 
 

   When I was a youngster, I was taught about spiritual communion, meant to be prayed at times when it was impossible to receive 
the Eucharist. Let me share the prayer that I learned from Sister Joella, my third grade teacher who prepared my classmates and me 
to receive First Holy Communion. Sister told us that there might be days when we couldn’t receive the Eucharist but there would 
never be a day when we couldn’t receive Jesus in our hearts. 
 

 My Jesus, believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
 I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
 Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
 I embrace You as You are already there; I unite myself wholly to You. 
 Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

   Perhaps you can learn the practical lesson and beautiful prayer that Sister Joella taught my classmates and me so many years ago. 
 

   This practice of a Spiritual Communion became very popular during the time of the Spanish Influenza of 1918-1919. It is used for 
those who are unable to participate in Mass for any reason. It is used by those with unconfessed sin, by those living in countries 
where Mass is forbidden and during pandemics, such as COVID-19.  
 

   Not being able to go to Mass or receive Communion makes us more deeply aware of how much we need the Mass. It is there that 
we most intimately receive His mercy and strength as powerfully as His first Apostles did at the Last Supper. As we become aware of 
what is missing in our spiritual life—whether that is the Mass or the peace that should come through a relationship with Jesus—the 
Holy Spirit is nudging us, is speaking to our hearts with an invitation to become closer friends with Jesus, to draw on His love and 
share it with others.  
 

   Not being able to go to Mass can help us reflect that there are people in countries or prisoners in jails who cannot go to Mass and 
receive Communion as they might wish. Our inability at this time to do the same can help us empathize with them. And as we do so, 
we can offer up our own loss as a sacrifice. It is interesting to remember that the word sacrifice comes from the two Latin words 
sacrum facere which means to make holy. 
 

   Eucharistic Adoration is another alternative that we can turn to. If it is not possible to go to a church, the coronavirus page of our 
diocesan website has virtual adoration at www.diopitt.org/spiritual-resources. 
 

   Since the name of the coronavirus is a call to pray the Rosary, the Corona, I urge you to pray the Rosary daily as an individual or 
as a family. As you pray the Rosary, pray for wise leadership to contain the pandemic, for miraculous healing, for all who have 
suffered, for healthcare workers and for the strength and wisdom to respond as Jesus wants you and me to respond.  
 

   Our diocesan website also has prayers and devotions to strengthen you spiritually—including Masses streamed from Saint Paul 
Cathedral and Divine Mercy Parish and from Saint Paul Seminary, where I live. You will find them on our web page for response to 
the coronavirus: www.diopitt.org/spiritual-resources. 
 

  Also, if I may, here are some additional possible suggestions: 
 

• Form an online prayer group with your friends.  
• Join in a virtual novena to Saint Roch, also known as Saint Rocco, the protector against contagious diseases, who cared for 

plague victims in Rome.  
• Pray to Saint Michael the Archangel to protect us from the snares of the devil at a time when many will be tempted to turn from 

God. Pray to Saint Joseph for those whose families and jobs have been disrupted.  
• Pray to the Holy Family who can help families to draw closer to each other during this exceptional moment.  
• Pray for those who are sick, those who are homebound, parents struggling to provide childcare when schools have closed, 

people whose businesses are in trouble due to lack of patrons or supplies.  
 

It is as important that we ask ourselves important questions: 
 

• What can we do to serve those who are forgotten?  
• Can you check on neighbors?  
• Do the elderly need access to technology that will allow them to watch the Mass online? 
• Is there anyone in need of groceries, supplies or food?  

http://www.diopitt.org/spiritual-resources
http://www.diopitt.org/spiritual-resources
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• Can we make it a priority to place calls to those who are quarantined?  
 

   This is also a crucial time for young adult Catholics to step up and become involved in ministries of caring. Much of the person-to-
person charity and visitation in our parishes is done by our senior faithful who are at high risk from this virus. I urge all young 
Catholics to pray about whether God may be calling you into these crucial lay ministries. I find our young Catholics to be a genuine 
inspiration—ever so eager to be bold disciples of Jesus in worship and in faith-filled outreach to others.  
 

   Finally, please make note. I have called for two special days of observance in our diocese. 
 

   On Tuesday, March 24, 2020, I am inviting you to join with me for a Day of Fasting for protection against the coronavirus and for all 
who are suffering in its wake.  
 

   On Wednesday, March 25, 2020, the Feast of the Annunciation, I am hoping that you can join in a special Day of Prayer. We have 
developed a number of suggestions and resources for that day which you can find listed on our diocesan web page. I chose this  
particular day because it is on that day that we remember the Archangel Gabriel’s revelation to the Virgin Mary that she would be the 
mother of Jesus. That announcement brought great disruption, hardship and fear into the life of Mary—and Joseph too. Yet they 
responded with a faith that led to our salvation. Being able to identify with their disruption, hardship and fear, my hope is that we can 
all imitate their response with faith too! 
 

   I offer all of these suggestions to you, my faithful sisters and brothers of the Church of Pittsburgh, as an opportunity to think, pray 
and act on The Other Side of Corona. 
 

   In our prayerful mindset, we ask God to move us to care for those who are suffering. In so doing, we will truly find the corona, the 
crown of Mary.  
 

   In closing, permit me to share with you our National Prayer for the Church in the United States. I encourage you to join with me 
in praying this prayer every day through the intercession of our dear Blessed Lady:  
 

 Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 
 We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
 We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 
 as you did at the wedding in Cana.  
 

 Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation and world, 
 and for all our families and loved ones, 
 the protection of your holy angels, 
 that we may be spared the worst of this illness.  
 

 For those already afflicted, 
 we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
 Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
 wipe away their tears and help them to trust.  
 

 In this time of trial and testing, 
 teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind. 
 Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.  
 

 We come to you with confidence, 
 knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 
 health of the sick  and cause of our joy. 
 Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
 keep us in the embrace of your arms,  
 help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 
 

   Please know that my wonderful staff, the outstanding priests and deacons of our diocese and myself are doing everything we can 
do to help you come closer to Jesus and through Mary in these times of challenge.  
 

   Please pray for them; please pray for me.  
 

   Grateful for our continued efforts together in being On Mission for The Church Alive!,  
and for our belief that Nothing is Impossible with God, I am  
 

                     Your brother in Christ,  
                     Most Reverend David A. Zubik  
                     Bishop of Pittsburgh 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe and Queen of the Angels, pray for us. 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-  1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

 QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

March 29 - April 5, 2020 
 

Saturday, 28, Vigil, Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. Tom  Rosemary & Vincenzo Martino - Nicholas Gatto Jr. 
 

Fr. Miro  Harold ’Buzz’ Phillips - Louise Phillips & Family 
 

Sunday, March 29, Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. Tom  Dorothy Swartz - Family 
 

Fr. Miro  John Panek, Sr. – Family 
 

    Living & Deceased of the Grouping Family 
 

Monday, 30, Lenten Weekday 
 

Fr. Miro  Connie Sydeski - Gert Ormand 
Novena - Infant of Prague 

 

Fr. Tom  Kaczkowski & Emanuel Families – Thad & Cheryll 
 

Tuesday, 31, Lenten Weekday 
 

Fr. Tom  Nancy Hood - Maria & Hugh Geyer 
 

Fr. Miro  Leslie Raszewski - Dorothy Trbovic 
 
 

Wednesday, April 1, Lenten Weekday 
 

Fr. Miro  John & Helen Wrona - Anna Wrona 
 

Fr. Tom  Victor Sidone - Children 
 

Novena - Michael the Archangel 
 

Thursday, 2, Lenten Weekday 
 

Fr. Miro  Tarquinio D’Onofrio - McCarthy Family 
 

Fr. Tom  George & Helen Emsurak - Children 
 

Friday, 3, Lenten Weekday 
 

Fr. Miro  Gertrude Arbaczewski - Sister, Gerry 
 

Fr. Tom  Living & Deceased of the Boccardi Family - Jim & Sandy 
 

Saturday, 4, Vigil, Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

Fr. Tom  Marshall & Ruth Fiore - Lori Zando 
 

Fr. Miro  John Richel - Friends 
 

Sunday, 5, Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

Fr. Tom  Joseph Gioia - Carol 
 

Fr. Miro  Edna Ashton – Chuck & Jackie Galley 
 

    Living & Deceased of the Grouping Family 
 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, especially: 

Bernadette Yocum, Stella Smith, 
Arlene Burgman, Amy Fletcher, 

all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

And Let Perpetual Light Shine on them. 



 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 29, 2020 

   Even though we say that we 
believe, there is a part of us that 

doesn’t. There are many times in our lives when we 
experience death, whether it be the physical death of 
someone we love, a failed relationship, the loss of a 
job, or a broken dream. As we are going through 
these death experiences, we can easily find ourselves 
reaching out to God to make it better and fix it! We 
think that the proper order of life is to maintain the 
things of this world, especially those things that are 
essential to our sense of well-being and security. We 
do not like change. The grieving that comes from our 
death experiences can keep us stuck and in despair. 
If we have lost something or someone of great value, 
the very meaning and essence of life is lost with 
them. We need gentle companions to lift us from 
despair and that is precisely who God desires to be in 
our life as well. 
   God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been 
closed up in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come 
out!” He desperately wants to show us the path to 
hope and the new life that is possible after loss and 
death. But our faith can be weak, and we still prefer 
to cling to the memory of what we had rather than 
the joyful possibilities of tomorrow. We sometimes 
live as if God is not real and that the transformative 
power of His resurrected presence is a story found in 
the Bible rather than a narrative unfolding in our 
lives. 
   God is the God of surprises, not our demise. God 
opens new possibilities, begins new chapters, creates 
new verses, and brings us to new heights! We spend 
so much time and energy ruminating over what we 
left behind yesterday that we are far too tired to see 
what can unfold tomorrow. Loving someone new 
doesn’t negate our past loves. Embracing the love of 
a person, God, or life itself tomorrow doesn’t 
diminish the love of yesterday. Each of our loves is 
different, and one cannot be replaced by another. 
They don’t cancel each other out. God truly has 
tended to every detail of our lives, and if we listen to 
each detail, we find that they all lead us back to Him. 
Jesus wants us to come out of our closed-up tombs. 
Are we going to listen this time?      ©LPi 
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April Rosary Intention 
That those suffering from addiction 
may be helped and accompanied. 

Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Area Grouping 
Pastoral Staff 

Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Administrator 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Anita Niecgorski, Co-Children, K-6 Grade 
Amanda Wilt, Co-Children, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
Darla Losteter, Family Support 
 

Safe Environment 
Emily Carlson 
Mary Jo Ignatius 
 

Music Ministry 
Celeste Cafasso 
Carol Gioia 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities 
Kevin Hopkins 
Tony Hutskow 
Patricia Muic 
 

Pastoral Secretary 
Jan Kunkel 
Amy Megahan 
Jeannie Premozic 
 

Parish Nurse 
Pam Curcio, 412-754-0317 

 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis    Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 

1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-School 3 & 4, Kindergarten, First - Eighth Grade 
If you have any questions or would like more info, 

please call the school office, 412-672-2360. 
Webpage: www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
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Remain here and keep watch with me. —Mark 14:35 

 

Roman Catholic Community of 
Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Area 

 

April 9, Holy Thursday 
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

 
 

April 10, Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

 

April 11, Holy Saturday 
Blessing of the Easter Food 

 

Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
 

April 12, Easter Sunday, Resurrection of the Lord 
 

With the Lord there is mercy 
and fullness of redemption. 

2020 Easter Flower Memorials 
 

___ St. Mark ___ St. Michael ___ Queen of the Rosary 
 

Please Print 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Requested by   
 

______________________________________________ 
 

Donation $__________  Phone #  ___________________ 
 

Suggested Donation $10.00 
Deadline Monday, April 6, 2020 

Please place in an envelope marked Easter Flower 
Memorial and deposit in the collection. Thank You! 

Give Glory To God 
   On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, just 
before we begin to enter Holy 
Week, we are summoned to 
Bethany. If we had been friends of 
Mary, Lazarus, and Martha, and 

found out that Lazarus was gravely ill, we probably 
would have dropped everything to be with them. 
This was what was so surprising about the behavior 
of Jesus. Although he was their close friend, he 
chose to stay away, that God’s glory would be 
manifested. This is a persistent theme in John’s 
Gospel. Right to the very end, Jesus’ works were 
meant to give glory to the Father. As our Lenten 
journey reaches a crescendo, let us be mindful that, 
as people who have put on Christ in baptism, we 
are also called, by our attitudes and actions, to give 
glory to God.      Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service 
Men and Women who are serving on active 
duty in the Armed Services, especially: 
LCpl. Peter A. Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian 
Baskerville, USAF; Col. Richard Collage, PA 
NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas DeLuca, Army; Ens. 

David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; Capt. 
Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. 
John Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army National 
Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, 
USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael 
Goodman, USAF; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ 
Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; 
SrA. Timothy Oeler, USAF; ENS Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn 
Stephanie A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, 
Army National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, USAF 
Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Capt. Andrew 
Tkac, Army. 

   If you would like to add or update an active Service 
member, please call the Parish Office. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

A Family of  Faith 
Family Based Religious Education 

A Family of Faith coming this Fall! 
All families are welcome to join 

The goal of this program is to encourage and equip you to live 
and teach your children the Catholic Faith at home. With one 
adult meeting and one family meeting each month, this 
program with give you the knowledge and tools to bring your 
children up in the Faith. 

There will be an informational meeting on Monday, 
April 20 at 6:30 pm at Saint Michael - Archangel Hall. 

To RSVP for the meeting please call 412-754-0886 
or email 213FaithForm@gmail.com 

and put Family Catechesis RSVP in the subject line. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
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Candidates for Sacraments should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper understanding 
of the Sacrament should be gained and demonstrated. 
Generally, two (2) consecutive years of instruction is 
necessary for the reception of the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation for children & youth. 

 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 

412-754-0886      Email: 213faithform@gmail.com 
Facebook:  FaithFormation-EGSA 

 

Faith Formation Team 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 

Anita Niecgorski & Amanda Wilt 
Co-Children, K-6 Grade 

Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
Darla Losteter, Family Support 

 

Faith Formation Program Sessions 
Religious Education Program 

Kindergarten, First - Eighth Grade 
 

Sunday Morning 
8:45 - 10:15 am Queen of the Rosary 

10:15 - 11:45 am St. Michael 
 

Monday Evening 
5:45 -   7:15 pm St. Michael 

 

Upcoming 
Senior Youth Group meeting, 

Sunday, April 5, 2020 
St. Eugene Church, Fr. Rowan Hall. 

3210 Liberty Way, Liberty 
Doors open at 6:30 pm 

 

Junior Youth Ministry 
Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

St. Eugene Church, Fr. Rowan Hall 
Doors open at 6:00 pm 

 

Senior & Junior Youth Group Meeting 
Sunday, April 26, 2020 

St. Eugene Church, Fr. Rowan Hall. 
3210 Liberty Way, Liberty Borough 

Doors open at 6:30 pm 
 

For more information or to RSVP 
please call Mrs. Formica, 412-754-0886 

or 213Youth@gmail.com 
 

Come and join in the fun and fellowship 

Faith, Fellowship, & Food 
Acts of  the Apostles: 

The Spread of  the Kingdom 
 

Spring Series - April 28 - May 19, 2020 
 

Our Tuesday evenings run from 6:30-9:00 pm 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, Elizabeth 

Our evening begins with a light dinner, prayer, 
a video presentation, and a small group discussion. 

There is no cost for these events, however 
a goodwill donation is greatly appreciated. 

 

Please contact Sue at sformicaym@comcast.net 
or 412-926-8412 to register, and joins us 

as we learn more about our Catholic Faith. 

Easter Sacraments 2020 
 

Confirmation 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 at 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 
Bishop William J. Winter, Presiding 

 

First Holy Communion 
Sunday, April 19, 2020, 12 Noon Mass 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

 

Please keep the candidates in your prayers. 

Save the Date 
 

Vacation Bible School 
‘Rainforest Explorers’ 

Monday, June 15 - Thursday, June 18, 2020 
More Details to come. 

Save the Date 

5th Annual Family Fun Night 
Friday, June 26 - St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 

Car Cruise, Good Food, Live Music 
Games, Pie Baking Contest 

More information, Sue at 213youth@gmail.com 
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   Invest just five minutes a 
day, and your faith will 
deepen and grow—a day at a 
time. 

 

Sunday, Mar 29; Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45 

The nightmare is over—The moment of waking 
from a nightmare is suffused with relief. Whoever 
was chasing you dissolves, and whatever threatened 
harm has vanished. Grief and loss, however, can be 
living nightmares from which we’re unable to shake 
ourselves awake. Yet as the Scrutiny prayers for our 
Elect this Sunday affirm, the horror of sin, which 
distorts life is indeed an evil from which we can 
escape. Death has an end, and love will have its 
victory. We pray with our Elect for freedom from all 
paths that lead to death and a greater attraction to the 
ways that restore life. Whoever believes in me, even 
if he dies, will live. 
 

Monday, Mar 30; Lenten Weekday 
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; John 8:1-11 

Get into the Spirit—On this day in 1990, Sister 
Thea Bowman, F.S.P.A. died but the voice that 
nurtured countless thousands was not silenced. 
Before Sister Thea, black Catholics were expected to 
give up their music, dance, and spiritual testifying 
because these were suspiciously Protestant customs. 
She restored their identity, shaped it through the 
Institute of Black Catholic Studies at Xavier 
University, and shared it with those of other 
backgrounds. Shortly before her death, Thea spoke to 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops from her 
wheelchair. In the last five minutes of that talk, Thea 
leads the visibly moved bishops in singing We Shall 
Overcome. Thea called the spirituals she grew up 
with bonfires to warm chilly nights. Such songs of 
hope warm a few hearts as well. Sing a spirit-filled 
song, today, in honor of Sister Thea. Neither do I 
condemn you. 
 

Tuesday, Mar 31; Lenten Weekday 
Numbers 21:4-9; John 8:21-30 

I am vs. I AM—John’s gospel uses the term I AM 
to identify Jesus. That’s a reference to the Exodus 
story when God revealed the divine presence to 
Moses using the name I AM. So the presence of 
Christ in us, in our humanity, is the I AM who is 
with us. Of course there’s another I am who is the 
self, our ego. That’s the conflict. Just as John the 
Baptist said, He must increase and I must 
decrease, the best thing we can do is surrender the I 
am in us to the I AM who is Christ. When you lift 
up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I 
AM. 

Wednesday, Apr 01; Lenten Weekday 
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; John 8:31-42 

Freedom’s not just another word—Truth will set 
you free and other heady thoughts about freedom are 
abundant in today’s gospel. Across the centuries, the 
Catholic Church has had a lot to say about freedom 
(though, admittedly, it also has remained silent at times 
when it should have spoken out). A foundation for 
much of that thought springs from the concept that 
God has granted human beings freedom to choose 
between good and evil, and the more one does what 
is good, the freer one becomes, as the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church puts it (1733). In a world that 
often glorifies power and money, it is hard to believe 
that truth and goodness are the keys to freedom. But 
have a little faith and see where it gets you. If you 
remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, 
and you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free. 
 

Thursday, Apr 02; Francis of Paola, hermit 
Genesis 17:3-9; John 8:51-59 

Vegan before vegan was a thing—The movement 
toward organic farming and more humane animal 
husbandry has helped raise our awareness of the 
impact of our food production on the vast chain of 
creation. Saint Francis of Paola intuited all this more 
than 500 years ago, when he founded the religious 
order of Minims, the least, in the spirit of the Lesser 
Brothers of Saint Francis of Assisi. In addition to 
the usual monastic vows, Minims take a fourth vow 
to abstain from meat, eggs, and all dairy products, 
not only to practice a Lenten way of life, but also in 
an effort to do no harm to other living beings. Bring 
a bit of the spirit of the Minims to your dining table 
and daily life. They picked up stones to throw at 
him; but Jesus hid and went out of the temple 
area. 
Friday, Apr 03, Lenten Weekday, Abstinence 

Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-42 
Banish the bullying—Growing up, it seemed that 
every school, every playground had that kid—you 
know the one, the bully. That child taunted, picked 
on, and terrorized others. Unfortunately, as adults, 
we see bullies too in our workplaces, our 
relationships, on social media, in political life, and so 
on. As Catholics, we have a religious duty to take a 
stand against bullies. Life, especially human life, 
belongs to God; whoever attacks human life 
attacks God’s very self (Evangelium vitae §9). The 
church calls us to stop bullying in all its forms, 
including the ways we might bully others. Pope 
Francis challenges us: What is it within us that 
pushes us to mock and mistreat others weaker 
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Go forth and make disciples of all peoples 
—Matthew 28:19 

 

My brothers and sisters, 
   With these words, Jesus gave his direct action plan 
for what it means to be church. We, the Church, the 
Body of Christ, have served our local community 
following the call of Jesus. We, the Church, will 
continue to share in the Mission of Jesus in peaceful 
times and in times of unrest. The Mission of Jesus 
must go on. Remember the promise of Jesus, I will 
be with you always until the end of the world (Mt 

28:20). 
   During this challenging time with the threat of the 
coronavirus, I know that we all have many concerns 
surrounding our families, the community, and the 
Church. We must remain faithful and vigilant to our 
baptismal call to learn Jesus, to love Jesus, and to 
live Jesus in the everydayness of our lives. 
   Strive to live the Gospel through prayer both 
individually and with your family and friends. Pray 
over the phone with one another and encourage each 
other, especially those who may be alone. 
   When you grocery shop, ask your homebound 
neighbor if you could get them some milk or bread.   
Don’t forget the Food Bank. You can stop and make 
a visit to church and place your gift in the bride’s 
room. 
   Please keep in mind, in these extraordinary times 
that, although we cannot attend Mass, the Church’s 
financial obligations remain. We ask that you 
continue to support your Church as you are able and 
look to the time when we can gather together again 
in faith. Some options: 
• Mail or deliver offertory envelopes & Parish 

Share pledges to your church office (or secure 
mailbox). 

• Set up your church as an automatic bill payee 
through your online banking. 

• Donate through Online Giving for your church 
on our grouping website at 
www.elizabethsouthalleghenycc.org. 

  Click on the ONLINE GIVING tab on the red 
  bar at the top of the webpage, select your 
  church, and complete the online form. 
   Visit our grouping website for the latest news, 
weekly bulletin, and links to Daily Mass and 
Readings, Lenten Reflections. Blessings, Fr. Wagner 
 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Our families can become wrapped up chasing 
things we perceive will make us happy. Jesus’ words 
to Lazarus and to us: Come out from what entombs 
you. In this fifth week of Lent untie yourself and be 
free from unnecessary possessions. 
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than we are? Be especially conscious today of the 
way you treat others. I have shown you many good 
works from my Father. For which of these are 
you trying to stone me? 
 

Saturday, Apr 04; Isidore of Seville, bishop 
Ezekiel 37:21-28; John 11:45-56 

Go down in history—It is amazing the impact one 
learned person can have on the course of history. 
Because sixth-century Isidore of Seville was a 
dedicated scholar and shared his erudition with 
others in dictionaries, encyclopedias, and great 
histories, much of the ancient world’s wisdom was 
preserved during the chaotic Middle Ages. He was 
sometimes called the Schoolmaster of the Middle 
Ages because his writings were used as textbooks for 
nine centuries! Perhaps more remarkable, he 
combined this great learning with an equal sense of 
compassion and charity toward those less fortunate. 
Be wise and kind and you will earn your place in 
salvation history. What are we going to do? This 
man is performing many signs. 
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Give Glory To God 
   On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, just before we begin 
to enter Holy Week, we are summoned to Bethany. 
If we had been friends of Mary, Lazarus, and 
Martha, and found out that Lazarus was gravely ill, 
we probably would have dropped everything to be 
with them. This was what was so surprising about 
the behavior of Jesus. Although he was their close 
friend, he chose to stay away, that God’s glory 
would be manifested. This is a persistent theme in 
John’s Gospel. Right to the very end, Jesus’ works 
were meant to give glory to the Father. As our 
Lenten journey reaches a crescendo, let us be 
mindful that, as people who have put on Christ in 
baptism, we are also called, by our attitudes and 
actions, to give glory to God. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   As we start Holy Week, we will fast, remember a 
sacred communal meal, suffering, death, and 
resurrection. Recall a time in your marriage when 
you went without, ate with joy, had physical or 
emotional pain, or experienced the death of a loved 
one. And still you are together. Ahhhh! 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   Lazarus has died (John 1:14). Death is often hard to 
talk about with children. We don’t want to scare 
them, yet pets, grandparents, and eventually all of us 
will die. Perhaps this week remember together a 
death. Focus on the joy the person or pet brought and 
what you can learn from their life. 

http://www.elizabethsouthalleghenycc.org

