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 Prayer for the Church 
 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Church. 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 

as you did at the wedding in Cana.  
 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world,  

and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels,  

that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 
 

For those already afflicted, we ask you 
to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.  

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.  

 

In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church 

to love one another and to be patient and kind.  
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus 

to our land and to our hearts.  
 

We come to you with confidence, knowing that you 
truly are our compassionate mother,  

health of the sick and cause of our joy.  
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 

keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. 
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Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; and do thou O Prince 
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Easter Sunday of the 
Resurrection of the Lord 

April 12, 2020 
   When we awoke this morning, we found ourselves 
blessed with another day. It is Easter Sunday. As 
that thought crossed our minds, did we find 
ourselves saying so what or alleluia? For many, 
today is truly a day of alleluia. For others, it is just 
another day of so what. Faith makes a huge 
difference. It not only makes a difference in how we 
understand today and the significance of what we 
celebrate, it also makes a huge difference in terms of 
how we understand ourselves. 
   Succeed, live well, be productive, find your niche, 
follow your dreams, make money, protect your 
social status, be politically correct, and keep your 
preferences to yourself are pretty good examples of 
the messages our secular life wants us to hear. In and 
of themselves, they don’t sound all that harmful. But 
when really examined, they are. The life of 
resurrection embodied in the Gospel tells us a much 
different story. 
   Life keeps us busy. We are always connected, 
distracted, occupied, and working. For many of us, 
an agenda awaits us before we even start our day, 
and unfinished stuff is brought with us when we 
retire at night. Make the best of life and find your 
own road to happiness are messages we all too easily 
believe. The so what response to the new life of 
resurrection is often the result of believing that life is 
only what I make it. What God has to say isn’t 
important to me securing my next raise. 
   Sadly, we live as if the grave is the end. While we 
may give the wonder of heaven a blink now and 
then, its glory really doesn’t impress us or matter all 
that much. It’s all about the here and now and what I 
need to do today to get where I want to be tomorrow. 
We tend to put off considering the one significant 
tomorrow that will come the millisecond after we 
take our last breath. When that happens, will we 
want to be thinking so what? or alleluia? 
   There is only one Jesus, one mission, and one 
resurrection. There is also only one of us. Have you 
ever pondered what one solitary, humble human life 
can do? Faith, not our world, tells us how special we 
are. We are not robots. We are not replaceable. We 
have one shot. There are no do-overs. Love is at our 
core and unites us together as one with the God of 
love who so desperately wants us to be with Him 
forever. This may not match our secular agenda, but 
it ought to make our true inner agenda leap for joy. 
There doesn’t need to be an end. I can live forever. 
Alleluia!              ©LPi 

Prayer for On Mission for the Church Alive! 
Father of Mercy, as we journey 

On Mission for the Church Alive! endow us with 
your gifts of collaboration, courage and compassion. 
Help us to fulfill the mission of Jesus and His Church 

through vibrant parishes and effective ministries. 
Raise up selfless, energetic leaders 

to serve the Church in fidelity and with care. 
May we the Church of Pittsburgh in Allegheny, Beaver, 
Butler, Greene, Lawrence, and Washington counties, 

 be sustained and strengthened, by your grace. 
Help us to learn Jesus, to love Jesus and to live Jesus. 

Hear this prayer and grant it through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, with help of our dear Blessed Mother, 

 under the mantle of her love. Amen. 

Implementation Prayer 
Father of Mercy, during this time of implementation 

help us to grow in unity with 
St. Mark, St. Michael and Queen of the Rosary. 

Grant us the wisdom and willingness to understand 
how our parishes will become stronger and more vibrant 

in fulfilling the mission of the Church. 
Assist us in opening our arms to welcome others 

as we continue to journey 
On Mission for The Church Alive! 

Help us, O Lord, to trust in the future 
you have planned for us. 

This we ask through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

 

Saint Mark      Saint Michael      Queen of the Rosary    3 

Seeds of Faith 
   There is a brevity, a certain 
terseness, in the scripture 
readings for Easter Sunday. 
Peter’s speech in Acts is built 
of direct, pointed sentences. 
Paul’s letters are based on 
straightforward creed-like 
statements. Even the Gospel 

story only briefly recounts what will turn out to be 
one of the most remarkable events in human 
history—the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
Advertising agents call these encapsulated points of 
information bullet points. Scripture scholars call 
them kerygmata, or kernels of our faith. Actually, 
kernels or seeds are good terms for these statements, 
since throughout the Easter season, we will hear in 
the Acts of the Apostles, the Letters of Paul, and the 
Gospel accounts of the days following the 
Resurrection exactly how these kerygmata began to 
flower, how they continued to grow through the life 
of the early church. May these Easter seeds of faith 
serve a similar purpose for us, too, so that the life of 
the Risen Christ will flourish in us and through our 
witness in the coming days.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Easter Sunday of the 
Resurrection of the Lord 
   If Christmas is the most 
wonderful time of the year, then 
Easter is the most joyous, 
glorious, awesome time of the 
year! Really? Today’s readings 
don’t exactly brim over with the 

kind of holiday cheer we find at Christmas—except 
for the responsorial psalm, which admittedly rings 
with gleeful joy. But otherwise, not so much. In the 
first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Peter 
gives a dry, condensed rendering of the story of 
Jesus to a group of Gentiles in Caesarea. The 
Colossians reading actually does have us looking 
forward to glory. Most underwhelming, though, is 
the Gospel proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. When we want to hear about angels and 
earthquakes and trumpets and glory, we hear about a 
dark, silent, empty tomb. This Easter Sunday story 
from John’s Gospel is startling in its emptiness. 

Like Peter in the story, 
we must enter into this mystery. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

The Lord is made known 
in the breaking of the bread. 

Happy Easter! Some Easter Thoughts 
   Today’s Easter celebration reminds us of the 
challenging times and the joyous times that make up 
our lives. We see how sacrifice can bring us joy. 
   The life, death and resurrection of Jesus is a success 
story of an entirely different importance. It is the 
greatest success story ever told. 
   The Resurrection of Jesus is a success story that 
gives us joy because Jesus gives us life, eternal life. 
   We know that before every resurrection there is 
always challenge and sacrifice in life. 
 Jesus is our model: 
  + to give life to others, 
  + to bring Easter joy, Easter life, to others 
all of this despite the personal sacrifice required. 
   What is this Easter life that we give? 
First, it is the joy we give ourselves again and again 
by reminding ourselves what a spectacular gift is 
ours. It is the greatest gift of joy, even though we 
sometimes feel that life has given us high mountains 
to cross. In these moments, it is only our faith that 
gets us through. 
Secondly, Jesus calls us to help others share in the 
Christian’s Easter joy. All four Gospels overflow 
with the message of helping others climb mountains: 
mountains of poverty, grief, sickness, loneliness, 
and despair.  
   We are to be Resurrection people and help our 
neighbors in times of need and challenge. Easter 
reminds us that the life of a Christian can be thrilling 
as well as frightening—sometimes both at the same 
time. Everything depends on our faith and trust in the 
Resurrection of Jesus. 
   In today’s gospel, John, the Beloved Disciple, saw 
and believed? He came to faith in the Resurrection, 
with little firsthand evidence and no direct 
description of the actual event. 
   We have 2,000 years of tradition, theological study,  
and biblical scholarship to help us believe and be 
joyful about this earthshaking event. The Holy Spirit 
is guiding us to truth and belief. 
   It is not easy to believe that anyone rose from the 
dead, let alone that we too will rise. It is also not easy 
to live the helpful, joyful and self-sacrificing life of a 
Christian. 
   And today, we pray together as we await the time 
when we can gather as a family around the abiding 
presence of the Risen Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. 

May Easter Joy 
be in our hearts, minds, and actions. 

He Is Risen! 
Happy Easter! 
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The Mystery of Emptiness 
Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! 

This Paschal greeting is 
customary in Eastern Catholic 
and Orthodox churches on 
Easter Sunday. Then there is 
Saint Augustine’s acclamation 
of joy: 

We are an Easter people 
and Alleluia is our song! 

However you express it, Easter 
is the time for rejoicing 

because Jesus Christ, our friend and brother, is risen 
from the dead. And yet today’s scriptures are less 
joyful than one would expect for the most important 
feast in the Christian calendar. Perhaps we are being 
asked to look deeper into the mystery of the 
Resurrection, just as Peter went into the tomb to 
look deeper into the mystery of its emptiness.  
   Mary Magdalene, who loved the Lord so much 
that she risked everything, possibly even her life, to 
go to the tomb before daybreak, finds the stone 
rolled away and assumes that someone has taken 
Jesus’ body. Frightened and sad, she runs to tell 
Peter and John. They all run back to the tomb, but 
what do they expect to see? Peter enters the tomb 
and sees. John enters, sees, and believes. But what 
does he believe? Scripture states, For they did not 
yet understand the scripture that he had to rise 
from the dead (John 20:9). They went home, not 
really knowing what had happened. But John 
believed something. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Something Happened 
   What do we believe? 
Somewhere between that Easter morning and Peter’s 
confident teaching about Jesus in the reading from 
the Acts of the Apostles, something (the Risen 
Christ) happened. Peter has evolved from his 
bewilderment into a witness to the Resurrection. 
   What are we to find in the empty tomb? 
Maybe the Colossians reading has an answer. By 
entering the empty tomb of our lives to seek the 
Lord, we see, we believe, we die, to be raised with 
Christ. For you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3). And we will rise 
in glory with him.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service 
Men and Women who are serving on 
active duty in the Armed Services, 
especially: LCpl. Peter A. Barrante, 
USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, USAF; 
Col. Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. 

Nicholas DeLuca, Army; Ens. David DeMaio, USCG; 
Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; Capt. Anthony Formica, 
Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. John 
Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army National 
Guard; Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles 
Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. 
Michael Goodman, USAF; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; 
Sgt. Russ Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond 
Massung, Jr., USAF; SrA. Timothy Oeler, USAF; ENS 
Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn Stephanie A. Reichenbach, 
USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, Army National Guard; 
Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, USAF Pararescueman; Amn. 
Adam Stitt, USAF; Capt. Andrew Tkac, Army. 
   If you would like to add or update an active Service 
member, please call the Parish Office. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

May God Bless 
Our Health Care Workers 
and All First Responders. 

 

He Is Risen! 
Alleluia! 
Alleluia! 
Indeed, 

He Is Risen! 

He Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 

May the Risen Christ 
Bless You 

and Your Family 
with Easter Joy! 
Fr. Wagner, Fr. Miro, 

Deacon Dale, Deacon Steve, 
Deacon John, 

& the Pastoral Staff 
 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, Alleluia! 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-  1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

 QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

April 12 - 19, 2020 
 

Saturday, 11, Holy Saturday - Easter Vigil of the Resurrection of the Lord 
 

Fr. Tom  Living & Deceased of the Grouping Family 
 

Fr. Miro  Living & Deceased of the Grouping Family 
 

Sunday, 12, Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

 

Fr. Tom  Living & Deceased of the Grouping Family 
 

Fr. Miro  Living & Deceased of the Grouping Family 
 

Monday, 13, Monday within the Octave of Easter 
 

Fr. Miro  Deceased of Caldro and Stinner Families - Family 
Novena - Infant of Prague 

 

Fr. Tom  Betty Kaczkowski – Maureen Fiore 
 

Tuesday, 14, Tuesday within the Octave of Easter 
 

Fr. Tom  John & Anna Gogoel - Daughter, Betty 
 

Fr. Miro  Billy Bagshaw - Anna Bagshaw 
 
 

Wednesday, 15, Wednesday within the Octave of Easter 
 

Fr. Miro  Francesco & Assunta DiAmico - Maria Chiarizio 
 

Fr. Tom  Eric Kaczkowski - Family 
 

Novena - Michael the Archangel 
 

Thursday, 16, Thursday within the Octave of Easter 
 

Fr. Miro  Louise A. Venturini - Family  
 

Fr. Tom  Ronald E. Helsel - Wife & Family 
 

Friday, 17, Friday within the Octave of Easter 
 

Fr. Miro  Stephen Gribshaw - Nick Protz 
 

Fr. Tom  Art Wagner - Family 
 

Saturday, 18, Vigil, Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

Fr. Tom  Carl & Mary Ann Yurkovich - Family 
 

Fr. Miro  Raymond ‘Skip Zajicek– Family 
 

Sunday, 19, Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday 

 

Fr. Tom  John Belkowski - Daughter, Claudia 
 

Fr. Miro  Jean Hvozdik - Daughter, Claudia 
 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, especially: 

Sarah Kolakowski, Irene George, Ruth Rushe, 
James Yanity, all who will die today, 

and those who have no one to pray for them. 
Resting in Paradise. 

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 
And Let Perpetual Light Shine on them. 



 

 

He Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 

May I introduce you to . . . 
 

Splendor – Easter Candle 
 

This bold design, with its deep rich cranberry (Saint 
Mark & Saint Michael) or blueberry (Queen of the 
Rosary) color and gilding, is recognizable even at 
great distances. 
 

A Benedictine cross occupies the center,  
 and a water-motif swirls across the bottom band. 
 

In the waters of Baptism, 
 we receive the splendor of new life in Christ. 
 

First Created in 1993, its name is taken from 
Chronicles, Yours, O Lord, are Majesty and the 
Splendor . . . 
 

   Each candle is individual and uniquely made 
through the work of the bees and the human 
artisan’s skill and talent. 
 

St. Mark: 2 by 42 inches and weighing 5lbs 
St. Michael: 3 ½  by 52 inches and weighing 17 lbs 

Queen of the Rosary: 3 by 36 inches -weighing 9 lbs 
 

   The story of Marklin Candle begins with the gift 
of the bee and proceeds by the work of human hands. 
   For nearly thirty years, Marklin candles - 
individually handcrafted from the finest beeswax - 
have burned in thousands of churches to overcome 
the darkness of the night. 
   Beauty and artistry are wed in a Marklin Candle, a 
pillar, which glowing fire ignites for God's honor. 

Jesus Christ I Risen Today, Alleluia! 
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Easter symbols are all about life. 
   The lilies that bloom radiate 
living beauty. Easter eggs 
symbolize the life that breaks out of 
the tomb. The Easter candle burns 
brightly as a sign that light 
conquers darkness, a light that 
brings life to all. Water is needed 
by every living thing. Even secular 
symbols like rabbits and chicks 

point to abundant life-recall the phrase, they 
multiply like rabbits, used to describe a 
proliferation of life. 
   The cross that graces so many Easter cards as well 
as the Easter candle itself, also reminds us that Easter 
is about death and transformation. The symbols of 
life have within themselves the power of death. The 
lily gives up its bloom and the plant dies back 
retreating into the bulb that nourished it. The egg 
pours out its life and the shell is left behind. The fire 
that is contained in the Easter candle can just as 
easily roar into a refining inferno. Water, which all 
life needs, can also destroy. And the cross at its 
inception was an instrument of death and hardly a 
symbol of life. 
   This is the hard truth of the Easter message. Life 
comes at a price, and eternal life at the costliest 
price of all: the death of the only-begotten Son. 
Christ's death brings life, and is so radically 
transformative that even the very instrument of his 
death is seen today as a sign of life for all. The newly 
baptized are sealed with a cross of chrism on their 
forehead, a fragrant transformation of the ashes that 
graced us all at the beginning of Lent. The newly 
baptized died to sin in the bath of water and rose to 
life in Christ, and the rest of us renewed our 
baptismal commitment to follow Christ faithfully 
through life. 

This Easter day is a celebration 
and a commitment, 
a promise 
to leave the past behind 
and to walk 
in the newness of life. 

© Liturgical Publications Inc. 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

April Rosary Intention 
That those suffering from addiction 

may be helped and accompanied every day. 

Go forth and make disciples of all peoples 
—Matthew 28:19 

   Please keep in mind, in these extraordinary times that, 
although we cannot attend Mass, the Church’s financial 
obligations remain. We ask that you continue to support 
your Church as you are able and look to the time when we 
can gather together again in faith. Some options: 
• Mail or deliver offertory envelopes & Parish Share 

pledges to your church office (or secure mailbox). 
• Set up your church as an automatic bill payee through 

your online banking. 
• Donate through Online Giving for your church on our 

grouping website, www.elizabethsouthalleghenycc.org 
  Click on the ONLINE GIVING tab on the red 
  bar at the top of the webpage, select your 
  church, and complete the online form. 
   Visit our grouping website for the latest news, weekly 
bulletin, links to Daily Mass and Readings, Lenten Reflec-
tions. Blessings, Fr. Wagner 

http://www.elizabethsouthalleghenycc.org


 

 

Read the Bible. 
Pray over Sacred Scripture. 

You can keep whatever you find… 
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Candidates for Sacraments should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper 
understanding of the Sacrament should be gained and 
demonstrated. Generally, two (2) consecutive years of 
instruction is necessary for the reception of the 
Sacraments of Holy Communion and Confirmation for 
children & youth. 

 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 

412-754-0886      Email: 213faithform@gmail.com 
Facebook:  FaithFormation-EGSA 

 

Faith Formation Team 

Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Anita Niecgorski & Amanda Wilt 

Co-Children, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 

Darla Losteter, Family Support 

 

Upcoming 
Senior Youth Group meeting, 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 
St. Eugene Church, Fr. Rowan Hall. 

3210 Liberty Way, Liberty 
Doors open at 6:30 pm 

 

Junior Youth Ministry 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 

St. Eugene Church, Fr. Rowan Hall 
Doors open at 6:00 pm 

 

Senior & Junior Youth Group Meeting 
Sunday, April 26, 2020 

St. Eugene Church, Fr. Rowan Hall. 
3210 Liberty Way, Liberty Borough 

Doors open at 6:30 pm 
 

For more information or to RSVP 
please call Mrs. Formica, 412-754-0886 

or 213Youth@gmail.com 
 

Come and join in the fun and fellowship 

Easter Sacraments 2020 
 

Confirmation 
Postponed and will be rescheduled. 

 

First Holy Communion 
Postponed and will be rescheduled. 

 

Please keep the candidates in your prayers. 

Save the Date 
 

Vacation Bible School 
‘Rainforest Explorers’ 

Monday, June 15 - Thursday, June 18, 2020 
More Details Later. 

A Family of  Faith 
Family Based Religious Education 

A Family of Faith coming this Fall! 
All families are welcome to join 

The goal of this program is to encourage and equip you to live 
and teach your children the Catholic Faith at home. With one 
adult meeting and one family meeting each month, this 
program with give you the knowledge and tools to bring your 
children up in the Faith. 

There will be an informational meeting on Monday, 
April 20 at 6:30 pm at Saint Michael - Archangel Hall. 

To RSVP for the meeting please call 412-754-0886 
or email 213FaithForm@gmail.com 

and put Family Catechesis RSVP in the subject line. 

Save the Date 

5th Annual Family Fun Night 
Friday, June 26, 2020 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Car Cruise, Good Food, Live Music 

Games, Pie Baking Contest 
More information, Sue at 213youth@gmail.com 

More Details Later. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com


 

 

   Invest just five minutes a 
day, and your faith will 
deepen and grow—a day at a 
time. 

 

Sunday, April 12; 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-9 

What do you see?—Once more, we arrive at the most 
significant void in sacred history: that empty tomb of Easter. 
What we see in this space defines the shape of our destiny. Do 
we view nothing or everything in this place? Is Jesus simply 
gone or restored to glory? Is death the end of us, or the start of 
something everlasting? Are we God’s cherished children or just 
another expression of nature’s capriciousness? Most of all, are 
we prepared to call Jesus Lord and to follow him through death 
into life? Or do we have other plans? Everyone who believes 
in him will receive forgiveness of sins through his name. 
 

Monday, Apr 13; Octave of Easter 
Acts 2:14, 22-33; Matthew 28:8-15 

Put the Resurrection to work—Do we bravely race from the 
tomb toward new life as Mary Magdalene and Mary did, or 
burrow into timid cover? Consider the example of Henri Perrin, 
born this day in 1914. He was part of the French worker-priest 
movement where priests went to work in factories to bridge the 
abyss between the working class and the church. The Vatican 
grew alarmed by the political activism of the priests on behalf of 
labor, and stopped the experiment. The concerns of worker-
priests were given new life in the Vatican II document Gaudium 
et Spes, On the Church in the Modern World, and later by 
Pope John Paul II, who demanded of priests that the fumes of 
incense mix with those of industry. Reflect on what worker-
justice concerns you can give new life. Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet 
overjoyed. 
 

Tuesday, Apr 14; Octave of Easter 
Acts 2:36-41; John 20:11-18 

Our star witness—Mary of Magdala was first to witness and 
testify to Jesus’ Resurrection. She is called apostle to the 
apostles for good reason. Mentioned by name in the gospels 
more often than most apostles, Mary traveled with Jesus and 
helped support his ministry financially. The question is, how do 
we witness to resurrection in our own life and times? In a world 
too often bent on destruction and death, how can we witness to 
hope and to life? Let the Magdalene be an inspiration! “Mary 
went and announced to the disciples, I have seen the Lord, 
and then reported what he had told her. 
 

Wednesday, Apr 15; Octave of Easter 
Acts 3:1-10; Luke 24:13-35 

Call for backup—The miracles of Jesus did not end with Jesus’ 
earthly sojourn. Today’s reading from Acts describes Peter and 
John healing in Jesus’ name. What confidence that must have 
taken, to try healing a man lame from birth! The word 
confidence means with trust. A nice way to understand the 

power of faith. Be a healing presence in the world, with the trust 
that Jesus has your back! Peter said, I have neither silver nor 
gold, but what I do have I give you: in the name of Jesus 
Christ the Nazorean, rise and walk. 
 

Thursday, Apr 16; Octave of Easter 
Acts 3:11-26; Luke 24:35-48 

Eat, drink, and take heart—Where would Catholic culture be 
without food and drink? In today’s gospel Jesus reassures his 
disciples that he is not a ghost by eating a piece of baked fish. 
Food is simple, basic, and necessary. It is natural that we eat 
and drink together at the Eucharist, at parish dinners, at family 
meals. Every bite of baked fish can remind us of our Savior. 
Savor your next meal with fellow believers and let it drive out 
fear as it opens you to love, the way it did for Jesus’ disciples 
2,000 years ago. Touch me and see, because a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones. 
 

Friday, Apr 17; Octave of Easter 
Acts 4:1-12; John 21:1-14 

No need to hide your solidarity—However did the fish 
symbol—two intersecting arcs—come to be associated with 
Jesus? Because his disciples were fishermen? Because of the 
miracle of the loaves and fishes? Because Catholics eat fish on 
Fridays? The letters of the Greek word for fish, ichthys, are an 
acronym for Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior. It was a secret 
symbol used by the persecuted early Christians. What outward 
sign of solidarity can you make with those who are persecuted 
for their faith today? “Jesus said to them, Bring some of the 
fish you just caught. 
 

Saturday, Apr 18; Octave of Easter 
Acts 4:13-21; Mark 16:9-15 

The news is still good—Do you ever think about how the 
followers of Jesus must have felt after his death? We see their 
situation through the lens of the Resurrection, but they thought 
his death was the end of everything. Those grief-stricken men 
and women were lost and afraid. Imagine their disbelief when 
some among them began to report that they had seen Jesus. 
Disbelief began to feel like hope as he continued to show up 
and even eat with them. That was the beginning. Two thousand 
years later, we continue to share the meals and tell the stories 
of this incredibly good news. She went to announce the good 
news to his followers. 
 

©2019 TrueQuest Communications. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission. TakeFiveForFaith.com; 

Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Ed 

8      Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Catholic Community 



 

 

Jelly Bean Prayer (Poem) 
Little Jelly Beans tell a story true. 

A tale of Father’s love, just for me and you; 
Green is for the waving palms. 

Yellow is for the sun above. 
Brown is for the soft earth where people sat hearing of HIS love. 

a Speckled bean for fish and sand. 
Red for precious wine and  

Black is for the sin HE washed from your soul and mine. 
Purple is for the sadness of HIS family and friends, 

and White is for glory of the day He rose again. 
Now you’ve heard the story, you know what each color mean, 
the story of our Father’s love told by some simple jelly beans. 

Saint Mark, Saint Michael, Queen of the Rosary 9 

The Easter Octave 
   Eastertime lasts fifty days: 
seven weeks of seven days 
(seven equals Biblical perfection) 
plus one day: perfection plus! 
Like an eight-day Jewish wedding, 
or a child who can’t bear to let go 
of Christmas, birthdays, and school 
vacation, the Church celebrates the 

Easter Octave: the marriage of heaven and earth, 
as the Vigil calls Jesus’ resurrection; our new 
members’ baptismal rebirth; our renewal of 
baptismal vows; our hearts’ divine vacation (Latin 
vacare, to be empty), newfound time and space for 
love of God and neighbor. Make home an Easter 
garden! Adorn the dining table with a pillar candle 
(your paschal candle), a bowl full of water (ideally, 
from the parish’s baptismal font), a vase of flowers 
or bowl of sprouting grain with Easter eggs. Even 
non-singers can handle the three-fold Gospel 
Alleluia! Let that be your grace before meals, 
perhaps with a prayer recalling Emmaus: Be known 
to us, Risen Lord Jesus, as you were to the first 
disciples, in your word, in the breaking of bread, 
and in everyone we meet (Luke 24:13-35). 

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Easter Eggs 
   Eggs, as a sign of 
new life, go back 
millennia. In the 
ancient Near East, eggs 
were used as part of the 
celebration of the 
spring equinox. It was 
easy for Christians to 

make use of the same symbol for the Resurrection. 
The hard shell represents the tomb, with the new life 
sealed inside of it. In Orthodox and Eastern 
Churches, eggs were dyed red, to signify the blood of 
Christ that was shed for our salvation. The season of 
Lent originally included the fasting from dairy 
products as well as meat (eggs were considered a dairy 
product because they came from an animal without the 
shedding of blood). That meant that there would be a 
surplus of eggs at Easter, and some were hardboiled 
to help preserve them. The decorative eggs of today 
are still a symbol of the risen Christ! 

© Liturgical Publications In 
 

He Is Risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Blessed and Healthy Easter! 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   Easter - a day of joy, transformation, bunnies and 
candles. Our Lenten sacrifices have hopefully put us 
into greater solidarity with all who suffer. Rejoice in 
your love and overcoming hardship together. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   :Friday was Good Friday. So, what’s so good about 
Jesus dying on the cross? It’s not a happy time. BUT 
it is a time for us to remember that even when we are 
hurt or in pain, Jesus is with us and understands - 
and that is good. He overcame death and so will we. 
 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Today’s gospel instructs us Jesus had to rise from 
the dead. The dying we experience with unmet 
expectations in marriage and parenting is normal to 
family life. Families must rise above 
disappointments and be Easter people all year long. 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? 
  Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic 
Baptism for their child. 
   The Pre-Baptism Class will be facilitated by 
Deacon John and Deacon Dale. The class will be 
offered four times a year. Parents are invited to 
attend once they know they are with child. 
 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon John Ragan 
Thursday, June 11, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

St. Michael Meeting Room 
 

There will be light refreshments served. 
Godparents are also welcome at these classes. 

 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or 
emailing 213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
 

   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com


 

 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

Led by Deacon Dale DiSanto 
 
 

Bereavement Ministry will resume 
after the Social Distancing  

is lifted by the Governor and the Biship. 
 

This group is for people who have lost a loved one 
and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 

Faith, Fellowship, & Food 
Acts of  the Apostles: 

The Spread of  the Kingdom 
 

Spring Series - April 28 - May 19, 2020 
 

Our Tuesday evenings run from 6:30-9:00 pm 
St. Michael - Archangel Hall, Elizabeth 

Our evening begins with a light dinner, prayer, 
a video presentation, and a small group discussion. 

There is no cost for these events, however 
a goodwill donation is greatly appreciated. 

 

Please contact Sue at sformicaym@comcast.net 
or 412-926-8412 to register, and joins us 

as we learn more about our Catholic Faith. 
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FESTIVAL 2020 
AUGUST 6, 7 & 8, 2020 

Festival Specialty Baskets 
   Specialty baskets are one of the most popular 
attractions at the festival and would not be possible 
without your support. 
   We are accepting new items (never been used) 
which can be placed in the labeled baskets at all the 
churches in our grouping. 

THANK YOU in advance for your donations. 
Basket Theme Ideas: 
Holiday Themes: Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, 
 July 4th, Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s, etc. 
Cleaning: cleaner, sponges, soaps, dusting items, etc. 

Going Green: environmentally friendly products 
Puzzle Basket: crossword, word search, sudoku, etc. 
Hot Wheels  

Attention All Crafters - It’s festival time! 
We need You and Your Talents!!!!! 

Crafter Ideas: flower arrangements, wreaths, 
afghans, pillows, fleece blankets, woodworking, 
sports blankets/pillows and any other craft items that 
you can share for the craft baskets. Fiberfill is 
available for blankets and pillows to be made.  
For drop-off information, call Cathy, 412-980-2918. 

If you are interested in being involved with the 
festival please contact Cathy, 412-980-2918. 

 

Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Area Grouping 
Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 

St. Mark:  St. Eugene 
 

 ___ Altar Bread & Wine  ___ Sanctuary Lamp 
 

St. Michael:  ___ Altar Bread & Wine 
 

 ___ Sanctuary Lamp Chapel   ___ Sanctuary Lamp Church 
 

Queen of the Rosary: 
 

 ___ Altar Bread & Wine  ___ Sanctuary Lamp 
 

Please Print 
 

  ___ Intention (Living)  ___ Memorial (Deceased) 
 

Date Requested __________________________________ 
 

Alternate Date:  __________________________________ 
 

Please Print   __________________________________ 
 

Requested by    __________________________________ 
 
 

Donation $__________   Phone #  _______________________ 
 

Please place your request and donation ($15.00) in an envelope 
marked Altar Memorials and deposit in the collection. 

Thank You! For Altar Flower Memorials please call 
the Parish Office to check availability. 

Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny 

Festival 2020 - August  6, 7, 8, 2020 
Flea Market & Grounds Facilitators Needed 

 

   The Festival Team is looking for someone who 
would be interested in being the Facilitator for the 
Flea Market Team and Grounds Team. 

 

If you would like more information 
or to volunteer, please call Cathy, 412-980-2918. 

Spring Pre-Cana Program 
for engaged couples planning weddings, 
especially Summer, Fall & Winter 2020. 

St. Michael - Archangel Hall, McLay Drive, Elizabeth 

Saturday, April 25, 2020, 9:00 am-3:00 pm 
Registration $35.00 (includes materials & lunch) 

Pre-Registration is necessary. Please call the Parish Office, 
412-751-0663, for a registration form. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-School 3 & 4, Kindergarten, First - Eighth Grade 
If you have any questions or would like more info, 

please call the school office, 412-672-2360. 
Webpage: www.maryofnazarethschool.org 

mailto:sformicaym@comcast.net


 

 

Saint Mark, Saint Michael, Queen of the Rosary 

 Prayers: 
 

Prayer to Stem the Scourge of the Pandemic 
 

God our Father, 
We come to you in our need to ask your protection 
 against the COVID-19 virus 
 that has disturbed and even claimed lives. 
We pray that you guide the people tasked to find cures 
 for this disease and to stem its transmission. 
 Protect the medical experts that they may minister 
 to the sick with competence and compassion. 
We pray for those afflicted. 
 May they be restored to health soon. 
 Protect those who care for them. 
 Grant eternal rest to those who have died. 
Give us the grace in this trying time 
 to work for the good of all and to help those in need. 
 We implore you to stop the spread of this virus 
 and to save us from our fears. 
Grant all these petitions 
 through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, 
 who lives and reigns with you, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 One God, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

We fly to your protection, oh Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our petition in our necessities, 
 but deliver us from all dangers, 
 oh glorious and Blessed Virgin. Amen.  
 

O Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for us. 
Saint Joseph, protector of the Holy Church, pray for us. 
Saint Raphael the Archangel, pray for us. 
Saint George the Martyr, pray for us. 
Saint Corona the Martyr, pray for us. 
Saint Roch, pray for us. 
Saint Rosalia, pray for us. 
Saint Sebastian, pray for us. 
Saint Gregory the Great, pray for us. 
Saint Charles Borromeo, pray for us. 
Blessed Francis Seelos, pray for us. 
 

A Blessing Prayer for Those Who Are Sick 
Excerpts from the English translation of Pastoral Care of the Sick: 
Rites of Anointing and Viaticum © 1982, International Committee 

on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

All praise and glory is yours, Lord our God, 
 for you have called us to serve you in love. 
Bless (Name), so that he/she may bear this illness 
 in union with your Son's obedient suffering. 
Restore him/her to health, and lead him/her to glory. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer 
and let my cry come to you. 

Prayer Invoking the Precious Blood of Jesus 
for Protection against Pestilence 

 

Lord Jesus Christ in your Name 
 and with Your Power of Your Most Precious Blood 
 we seal every person, action or event 
 in which every enemy wants to harm us. 
With the Power of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
 we seal every destructive power in the sky, on earth, 
 in the water, in the fire, under the earth, 
  in the abyss of hell and in the World 
 in which we move today. 
With the Power of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
 we destroy any interference and actions of the evil one. 
We ask you, O Lord, to send to our homes 
 and to our work places the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 accompanied by St. Michael, St Gabriel 
 and St. Raphael 
 and the entire Court of their Holy Angels. 
With the Power of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
 we seal our home and all those who live in it: 
 (here: name all those in your family), 
 the people the Lord will send them 
 and the nourishment and the goods 
 He gives us so generously for our sustenance. 
With the Power of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
 we seal the ground, doors, windows, objects, walls, 
 floors, the air we breathe and, in faith, we place a circle 
 of His Most Precious Blood around all our Family. 
With the Power of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
 we seal all the places where we will go during this day, 
 the people we visit, the businesses 
 and institutions we will deal with. 
With the Power of the Most Precious Blood of Jesus 
 we seal our physical and spiritual works, 
 the works of our family, the vehicles, 
 the streets and any means of transportation 
 we will have to use. 
With Your Most Precious Blood we seal the actions, 
 the minds and the hearts of our Country 
 so that Your Peace and Your Heart may reign in them. 
We Thank You Lord for Your Most Precious Blood 
 by which we have been saved 
 and preserved from every harm. Amen. 
 

Prayer For Renewed Strength 
O Lord, my God, Please give me the grace 
 to maintain my hope in you through all of life’s changes 
 and to taste and see your goodness. 
I praise you for the gifts you have showered 
 on me for so many years. 
Help me find joy in a renewed strength of spirit. 
Please bless me with good health, 
 and inspire me to be a good example to others. 
For you are Lord, forever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

Saint Mark, Saint Michael, Queen of the Rosary 

 Intercessions: 
 

The Response is: Father of Mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For persons who are elderly: 
 that we might cherish their presence in our midst 
 and drink deeply of their wisdom; We pray: 
For all who are about to die: 
 that through our love, care, and devotion, 
 they might know the beauty of life, 
 as they prepare for death; We pray: 
For all who suffer: 
 that the Lord will provide them with the comfort 
 of family and friends and interior peace in prayer, 
 that they will have hope in eternal life; We pray: 
For grandparents: 
 that through their prayers and example 
 they might teach their grandchildren the beauty 
 of living the Gospel of Life; We pray: 
For all people in nursing homes: 
 that we would be inspired to visit them, 
 and remind them of their great worth; We pray: 
For those denied adequate care: 
 that we might stand up for their God-given dignity 
 and assist them in their needs; We pray: 
For elderly parents and godparents: 
 that the love and respect of their children 
 might sustain them and bring them joy; We pray: 
For all who are forgotten or thrown away, 
 and especially for the poor, the sick and the aged: 
 that God might change our hearts and move us 
 to love them as the image of Christ; We pray: 
For those who have grown tired of life, 
 and especially for those tempted to suicide: 
 that God might grant them patient endurance 
 and the support of loved ones; We pray: 
For doctors, nurses, caregivers and family members 
 who care for the sick with gentleness and compassion: 
 that they may see themselves as Apostles of Life; We pray: 
For all who care for the dying: 
 that through the intercession 
 of Saint John the Apostle and the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
 they might dedicate their ministry 
 to the Cross of Christ; We pray: 
For teachers in schools of medicine and nursing: 
 that their love for life and healing 
 might inspire their students; We pray: 
For those tempted to despair because of constant pain: 
 that they might join their suffering 
 to the Cross of Christ; We pray: 
For nurses and all professionals 
 who care for the sick and dying: 
 that they will be given the grace to love each patient 
 with the love of Christ, and to never see those 
 they care for as a burden; We pray: 

For those who have grown weak or infirm: 
 that we might see God’s power in their fragility 
 and experience a new revelation 
 of God’s love for them; We pray: 
For all who live in nursing homes, 
 and especially for those who are alone or in pain: 
 that we might cherish the gift of their wisdom, 
 and the perduring example of their faith; We pray: 
That the sick may find strength and courage 
 in the cross of Christ and discover 
 the redemptive value of their suffering; We pray: 
That the elderly may cherish each moment of their lives, 
 and in their sunset years experience the love 
 and attention they need; We pray: 
 

A Blessing Prayer for An Elderly Person Who is Sick 
 

Excerpts from the English translation of Pastoral Care of the Sick: 
Rites of Anointing and Viaticum © 1982, International Committee 

on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

All praise and glory is yours, Lord our God, 
 for you have called us to serve you in love. 
Bless all who have grown old in your service, 
 and give N. strength and courage 
 to continue to follow Jesus your Son. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Elderly, Saint Pope John Paul II, 1999 
 

Grant, O Lord of life, 
That we may savor every season of our lives as a gift 
 filled with promise for the future. 
Grant that we may lovingly accept your will, 
 and place ourselves each day in your merciful hands. 
And when the moment of our definitive passage comes, 
 grant that we may face it with serenity, 
 without regret for what we shall leave behind. 
For in meeting you, after having sought you for so long, 
 we shall find once more every authentic good 
 which we have known here on earth, 
 in the company of all who have gone before us 
 marked with the sign of faith and hope. 
Mary, Mother of pilgrim humanity, 
 pray for us now and at the hour of our death. 
Keep us ever close to Jesus, 
 your beloved Son and our brother, 
 the Lord of life and glory. Amen! 
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 Litany: Mary, Mother of Life 
 

The Response is: Mary, pray for us. 
 

Mary, Mother of all Life, 
  help us to respect human life 
 from the moment of conception 
 to the moment of natural death. R.  
Mary, Mother of Compassion, 
 You showed us how valuable a single life can be; 
 Help us to guard and protect the lives 
 of all people entrusted to our care. R.  
Mary, Mother of the Child Jesus, 
 with St. Joseph you formed the Holy Family. 
 Guard and protect all families in this earthly life; R.  
Mary, Mother Most Holy, You sanctified 
 the vocation of motherhood; 
 Pour out your heavenly aid on all mothers 
 and help them to be holy. R.  
Mary, Mother of Sorrows, 
 Simeon’s prophecy foretold 
 that a sword of suffering  would pierce your heart; 
 Bring comfort and hope to all mothers 
 who suffer over their children. R.  
Mary, Full of Grace, 
 You had a choice in responding to God’s call; help us 
 always to say Yes to the will of God in our lives, 
 and strive always to do whatever he tells us. R.  
Mary, Comforter of the Afflicted, 
 Pour forth your heavenly grace  
 on all who are in need of God’s healing, 
 Especially those involved in abortion; 
 Help them to experience the love 
 and mercy of Christ, your Son. R.  
Mary, Intercessor and Advocate, 
 We lift up the poor, the displaced, the marginalized 
 and vulnerable members of society; 
 Help them to never abandon hope, but to place 
 their trust in the God who gave them life. R.  
Mary, Mother of the Word Incarnate, you bore 
 in your womb him whom the heavens cannot contain; 
 Help us to bear witness to Christ 
 by the example of our lives 
 and show the world the extravagant love of God. R.  
 

Remember, o most gracious Virgin Mary, 
 that never was it known that anyone 
 who fled to your protection, implored your help, 
 or sought your intercession was left unaided. 
Inspired with this confidence, we fly unto you, 
 O Virgin of virgins, our Mother. 
To you we come, before you we stand, sinful and sorrowful. 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not our petitions, 
but in your mercy hear and answer them. Amen. 
 

Mary, Queen of the Angels, pray for us. 

Prayer of Commendation of the Dying 
 

Excerpts from the English translation of Pastoral Care of the Sick: 
Rites of Anointing and Viaticum © 1982, International Committee 

on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 

Welcome your servant, Lord, into the place of salvation which, 
because of your mercy, he/she rightly hoped for. 
 

Response: Lord, save your people. 
 

Deliver your servant, Lord, from every distress. R. 
Deliver your servant, Lord, 
 as you delivered Noah from the flood. R. 
Deliver your servant, Lord, 
  as you delivered Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees. R. 
Deliver your servant, Lord, 
 as you delivered Job from his sufferings. R 
 Deliver your servant, Lord,  as you delivered Moses 
 from the hand of the Pharaoh. R. 
Deliver your servant, Lord, 
 as you delivered Daniel from the den of lions. R. 
Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered 
 the three young men from the fiery furnace. R. 
Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered Susanna 
 from her false accusers. R. 
Deliver your servant, Lord, as you delivered David 
 from the attacks of Saul and Goliath. R. 
Deliver your servant, Lord, 
 as you delivered Peter and Paul from prison. R. 
Deliver your servant, Lord, through Jesus our Savior, 
 who suffered death for us and gave us eternal life. R.  
Lord Jesus Christ, Savior of the world, 
 we pray for your servant N., 
 and commend him/her to your mercy. 
For his/her sake you came down from heaven; 
 receive him/her now into the joy of your kingdom. 
For though he/she has sinned, 
he/she has not denied the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, but has believed in God 
and has worshiped his/her Creator. Amen. 
 

Prayer For All About To Die 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
 as you stood by the bed of good Saint Joseph 
 and gently led him home to heaven, 
 so shepherd every soul about to die 
 to a paradise of perfect peace. 
Let the tears we shed upon their passing 
 stand witness to our love for them 
 and the depth of our thanksgiving for the gift of their lives 
 and the grace of a good death. 
For you are Lord, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Resting in Paradise 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

And Let Perpetual Light Shine on them. 



 

 

Saint Mark, Saint Michael, Queen of the Rosary 

 Prayer to the Holy Cross for an End to the Plague 
 

O Cross of Christ, save me. May zeal for your house free me. 
The Cross conquers; the Cross reigns; the Cross rules; 
by the sign of the Cross free me, O Lord, from this plague. 
 + The Cross of Christ will expel the plague from this place 
 and from my body. It is good to wait for the help of God 
 in silence, that he may drive away this plague from me. 
 + I will incline my heart to performing your just deeds, 
 and I will not be confounded, for I have called upon you. 
 I had zeal on occasion of the wicked; 
 seeing the peace of sinners, I have hoped in you. 
 + The Cross of Christ puts demons to flight; corrupt air; 
 and drives away the plague. I am your Salvation, 
 says the Lord; cry out to me, and I will hear you, 
 and I will liberate you from this plague. 
 + Abyss calls to abyss, and you have expelled demons 
 by your voice; liberate me from this plague. 
 Blessed the man who hopes in the Lord, and does not 
 look upon vanities, and false extravagances. 
 + May the Cross of Christ, which was once the cause 
 of scandal and indignity, and is now in glory 
 and nobility, be for my salvation, and expel from this place 
 the demon, and corrupt air, and plague from my body. 
 + May zeal for the honor of God convert me before I die, 
 and in your name, save me from this plague. 
 May the sign of the Cross free the People of God, 
 and those who trust in him, from the plague. 
 + Will this foolish people return to the Lord? 
 Make good on your vows, offering a sacrifice of praise 
 and faith to him, because he is able to liberate 
 this place and me, from this plague; 
 for whoever trusts in him will not be confounded. 
 + If I will not praise you, let me tongue stick to my throat 
 and to my jaws; free those who hope in you; 
 in you I trust; liberate me and this place, O God, 
 from this plague, for your name has been invoked in prayer. 
 + At your death, O Lord, darkness fell over 
 the whole earth; my God, render the power of the devil 
 tenuous and dim, for it is for this that you have come, 
 O Son of the living God: so that you might destroy 
 the works of the devil with your power, 
 drive out from this place and from me, your servant, 
 this plague; and may the corrupt air depart from me 
 into the outer darkness.  
 + Defend us, O Cross of Christ, and expel from this place 
 the plague, and free your servant from this plague, 
 you who are kind, and merciful, and of many mercies, 
 and true. 
 + Blessed is he who does not look upon vanities, 
 and false extravagances; on the day of evil  
 the Lord will free him; Lord, I have trusted in you, 
 free me from this plague. God has become my refuge; 
 because I have trusted  in you, free me from this plague. 

 + Look upon me, O Lord my God, Adonai, 
 from the holy seat of your Majesty, 
 and have mercy on me, and because of your mercy, 
 free me from this plague. You are my Salvation: 
 heal me, and I will be healed; save me, and I will be saved. 
 

Prayer to St. Joseph 
 

St. Joseph, in the popular piety of the Church, has been 
considered the patron saint of those dying since he himself had 
the privilege of dying in the arms of Mary and Jesus. Since we 
all must die, we should cherish a special devotion to St. 
Joseph, that he may obtain for us a happy death. (St. 
Alphonsus Ligouri) 
 

O Blessed Joseph, you gave your last breath 
 in the loving embrace of Jesus and Mary. 
When the seal of death shall close my life, 
 come with Jesus and Mary to aid me. 
Obtain for me this solace for that hour – to die 
 with their holy arms around me. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
I commend my soul, living and dying, 
 into your sacred arms. Amen. 
 

Prayer to St. Corona in a Time of Epidemic 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
You came into this world for our salvation. 
Look kindly on us now, we pray, 
 that we, and all those who serve You, 
 might be kept safe from this epidemic. 
Heal those who are sick, comfort the suffering, 
 bring back those who have gone astray, 
 and above all, increase our faith, O Lord. 
Give us the grace to follow You and, 
 like the martyr St. Corona, who gave her life for love of You, 
 to take up our crosses daily without fear or hesitation. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 
have mercy on us and on the whole world. 

Saint Corona, patroness of epidemic victims, pray for us. 
 

Saint Corona: She witnessed the martyrdom of Saint Victor 

(170 A.D.), a soldier who was executed by his brothers-in-arms 
for his faith. 
   While Saint Victor was undergoing his martyrdom, the brave 
16-year-old Corona cried out comforting words and 
encouragement as Victor held fast to his faith and gave up his 
life for the Lord. 
   Saint Victor’s persecutors then turned on Corona and took 
her life as well. And likewise, the young saint never surrendered 
her faith. 
   As the Coronavirus wreaks havoc and vexes us all, Saint 
Corona gives us an opportunity to lean into our faith and cling 
to hope, no matter the turmoil around us. 
 

Feast Day for Saint Victor & Saint Corona -  May 14 
 

Mary our Mother, pray for us. 


