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Why a new parish name. 
   While the new parish will receive a new name, each 
of our church buildings, Queen of the Rosary 
Church, Saint Eugene Church, and Saint Michael 
Church, will retain its current name (the name 
under which it was consecrated). 
   A parish is a geographic area with people and a 
priest(s). Churches are sacred buildings designated 
for divine worship. Saint Eugene Church, Saint 
Michael Church and Queen of the Rosary Church 
will retain their names. 

   In January 2021, our three Churches will come 

together to form a new Parish, the geographical 

area of Elizabeth, Forward, Glassport, Liberty, Lincoln, 

Port Vue, etc. (basically the area made up of the 

Elizabeth-Forward and South Allegheny School 

Districts), hence the need for a new parish name. 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-  1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

August 30 - September 6, 2020 
 

Saturday, 29, Vigil, 22nd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
StM   4:00 pm T Stephen Lugarich - Nora Kelley 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Antonio & Isabella Curcio - Curcio Family 
 

Sunday, 30, 22nd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am M Encarnacion Paguirigan - Melvyn & Elena Plan 
 

StM   9:00 am T John & Angelina Angel - Bill & Anna Marie Bury 
 

QoR 10:30 am M Roger Grossi, Sr. - DeFelice & Grossi Families 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Ronald McEvoy - Audrey Benz 
      Living & Deceased of the Grouping Family 
 

Monday, 31, Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Richard Ferko - Jack & Joe Ferko 
 

Novena - Infant of Prague 
 

StM   9:00 am  Richard & Jean Vezzani – Judy McCracken 
 

Tuesday, September 1, Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Anna Mae O’Brien - Family 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Kenny Kaczka - Joe, Karen & Michael Kaczka 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 2, Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am   Anna Borkowski - Christian Mothers 
 

StM   9:00 am   John Honacki – Kenn Bradley & Chreyl Mayola 
 

Novena - Michael the Archangel 
 

Thursday, 3, Gregory the Great, pope & doctor of the church 
 

StE   8:30 am  Deceased of Donnelly & Rielly Families - Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Jim Bollas - Elaine & Dennis Grantz 
 

Friday, 4, Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Theresa Gribschaw - Kate Traud, daughter 
 

StM   9:00 am  Art & Dolly Wagner – Son 
 

Saturday, 5, Vigil, 23rd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
StM   4:00 pm M Helen Shalako - Carleen & Jim Neher 
 

StE   6:00 pm T Eddie Semenko - Rick & Sandy 
 

Sunday, 6, 23rd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
 

StE   8:00 am T Robert Ruffing - M/M Michael Ruffing 
 

StM   9:00 am M Maxine Gatto - August & Tina Gatto & Family 
 

QoR 10:30 am T Regina Deliman - Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Alfred Pasek - Tim & Joan Petty 
      Living & Deceased of the Grouping Family 

 

Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 
 

An Evening of Story and Song 
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 at St. Michael Church - 7:00 pm 

The Stapletons are a husband and wife duo, featuring a unique blend of harp, 
guitar and vocals. Join us for an evening of story and song as this couple 

shares their talents as well as their faith story. 
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September Rosary Intention 
That the planet’s resources will not be plundered, 

but shared in a just and respectful manner. 

 

22nd Sunday in Ordinal Time 
August 30, 2020 

   Secular pursuits only bring a 
t e m p o r a r y  a m o u n t  o f 
satisfaction and fulfillment. As 
much as we may think that 
achieving worldly success, 
economic security, personal well

-being, and self-fulfillment are worthy goals to obtain, they all 
are dependent on external variables and can lead to 
emptiness. We are trained to be very pragmatic and 
productive. Unless we are able to check off all of the boxes 
or comply with specific measurable requirements, our value 
and worth becomes questionable. Corporations, educational 
institutions, systems, structures, and secular ideology rarely 
consider deeper, more spiritual, and human contributions a 
person can and needs to make. 
   To the secular mind, the wisdom and ideals of the Gospel 
are making less and less sense. Consider for a moment this 
question: What profit would there be for one to gain the 
whole world and forfeit his life? While Jesus is asking this 
very challenging question to people who are considering his 
message, many in our world are in a quite different place. 
Whether we realize it, many folks are asking a much different 
question. Why would you not want to gain the whole world 
and secure your life? If you look at where a lot of folks are 
investing their time, energy, and resources, it becomes 
obvious where current priorities rest.  
   Modern day comforts and possibilities are backing us out of 
our relationship with God. The fire burning in every human 
heart is trying to find its satisfaction in the things that humans 
have created and not God. Being altruistic and offering 
compassion for those most in need becomes a political 
responsibility or responsible gesture. We realize that our 
hearts need to be centered on something and someone who 
calls us out of ourselves, but we struggle and battle with 
naming the source of that call. God places the desire to seek, 
find, and love Him in the core of every soul. We are not 
abandoned and left to fend for ourselves. But we can easily 
get confused. We know that when we extend ourselves to 
another self-sacrificially, we are doing what is just and right. 
We know that we can work through suffering and loss and 
come out better and more whole on the other side. 
   Our minds need to be renewed so that they can begin to 
understand that there is much more to who we are, and that 
faith plays a pivotal role in achieving our true and everlasting 
goals. It is when we see that it is only faith that can bring us 
to this heightened awareness of ourselves and God that it 
will begin to make sense. Then, we can put things in proper 
perspective and consider being a disciple.     ©LPi 

Keep Your Heart Centered 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Administrator 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Anita Niecgorski, Co-Children, K-6 Grade 
Amanda Wilt, Co-Children, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
Darla Losteter, Family Support 
 

Safe Environment     Music Ministry 
Emily Carlson      Celeste Cafasso 
Mary Jo Ignatius      Carol Gioia 
          Pamela Whitney 
 

Parish Nurse      Pastoral Secretary 
Pam Curcio, 412-754-0317  Jan Kunkel 
 

Facilities        Amy Megahan 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
 

Tony Hutskow 
Patricia Muic 
 

 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis   Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, 

especially: Anna Mae Roberts, 
Richard Sippos, brother of Daniel Sippos,  
Joseph Golik, brother of Vincent Golik, 

all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
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The Cross Of Jesus 
   The perception of a cross changed dramatically 
after Jesus’ crucifixion. Before that event, death on a 
cross was not only horrible, it was degrading. It was 
a penalty reserved only for the most wretched of 
criminals. The word glory would not have found its 
way into the same sentence containing the word 
cross. But all that changed with Jesus. Over time, 
believers began to venerate and honor the cross. 
They painted, sculpted, and carved images of it. 
Many lost their own lives for their association with 
it. Today our reverence for and relationship with the 
cross recalls little of the contempt originally 
associated with it. As it has been through the ages, it 
is our perception of the cross that determines how we 
follow Jesus.    Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   You duped me, O Lord, and I let myself be duped (Jer 

20:7). Life can be like that. When you were baptized, 
confirmed, married, you probably had positive expectations 
about how this commitment would work out. And then one 
learns that faith and marriage can be challenging, even 
disappointing at times. It’s not all bliss and beauty. But still 
we hang on because underneath it all is someone who 
loves us - despite our failings. 
 

Presence   —Rabbinical saying 

Wherever you see another, there I am. 
 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinal Time 
   We are invited to reflect on the path of discipleship 
offered by Jesus in our readings today. Jesus, now 
seen by the disciples as Messiah and Christ, begins to 
describe most fully what this means: he will not 
march into Jerusalem filled with God’s power like a 
conquering general. His path is like that of Jeremiah; 
he will be rejected and mocked. His path is like that 
described by Paul, offering his body as a living 
sacrifice. Jesus summons his followers down the 
same path of death and resurrection, to live the 
radical paradox that whoever loses their life for my 
sake will find it. Loving and trusting God will entail 
self-surrender, leading us to joy in service to others. 
We will learn to let go of what we desire and what 
we think we need, trusting God to provide what we 
truly need.     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

The Tempter 
   It seems that Jesus is pretty hard on Peter in today’s 
Gospel, when he calls him Satan for questioning 
Jesus’ prediction of his passion. The scene echoes 
Matthew’s story of the temptations of Jesus (4:1–11) 

when Jesus encounters Satan, also called the 
tempter. Satan had sought to draw Jesus into 
thinking about his own needs instead of attending to 
God’s purposes. Peter was an unwitting tempter, 
anxiously reacting out of his own fears and 
misunderstanding.  
   This story speaks about Jesus’ identity and 
vocation, and also about our own. As God’s beloved, 
sent out to witness to the gospel, we are offered a 
foundation and a purpose to our lives. There is much 
in life that tempts us, stirs up false fears, or draws us 
to the attractive but superficial. Jesus provides us a 
way forward. He named the temptations that he 
faced, so they had no power over him. As he 
followed his path, he placed his full trust in his 
Father.      Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

What posture or gestures do you find helpful to pray? 
For some, kneeling feels most reverent. For others sitting, 
holding hands, or gazing at nature helps. Parents often 
bless their child/ren at bedtime with the sign of the cross. 
There is no wrong way but lots of right ways. 
 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Relationships live in a careful balance. If a person 
changes, the balance is altered requiring a shift in the 
relationship. In today’s gospel, Jesus announced a change 
and Peter resisted. Sometimes, those we count on for 
support may actually get in the way. Jesus told Peter: You 
are an obstacle to me. 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service Men and Women who 
are serving on active duty in the Armed Services, especially: 
Cpl. Peter A. Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, 
USAF; Col. Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas 
DeLuca, Army; Ens. David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig 
Dolhi, Army; Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob 
Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; SPC 
Samuel Formica, Army National Guard; Capt. Markus 
Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason 
Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. 
James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ 
Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; 
Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; Staff Sgt. Timothy 
Oeler, USAF; LTJG. Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. Stephanie 
A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, Army 
National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, USAF 
Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Capt. Andrew 
Tkac, Army. Thank you for your service! 

May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 
 

May God Bless Our Health Care Workers 
and All First Responders. 
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Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 

412-754-0886      Email: 213faithform@gmail.com 
Facebook:  FaithFormation-EGSA 

 

Fall Registration for Faith Formation 
 

Registration Forms will be mailed to families already 
in our program and there will be a Registration Form 

in the Bulletin for new families to the program. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, 
please email 213FaithForm@gmail.com 

or call the Faith Formation Office, 412-754-0886 
and leave a message. 

 

Faith Formation Substitute Catechists 
 

   The Faith Formation Program is looking for 
parents and other adults who would like to be 
substitutes when our catechists cannot be at session. 
   If you are interested and feeling called to this 
ministry, please call Julie Fleckenstein, our Faith 
Formation Facilitator at 412-754-0886 or email her 
213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you for considering being a part 
of this life changing ministry. 

 

Youth Group Kick-Off Picnic 
Sunday, September 13, 2020 - 3:00-6:00 pm 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty Borough 
Youth Ministry will provide the main dish, 

drinks & paper products. 
Please bring a dish to share (8 people) 

Last Name: A-M  Side Dish 
     N-Z  Dessert 
This is always a fun event, and the perfect time to 

check out what youth ministry is all about. 
For more information or to register, 
please email 213Youth@gmail.com 
or call Mrs. Formica, 412-754-0886 

 

Come and join in the fun and fellowship 
 

CDC Guidelines will be followed. 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? 
  Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic 
Baptism for their child. 
 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon Dale DiSanto 
Thursday, September 10, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

St. Eugene Meeting Room 
 

Grandparents are also welcome at these classes. 
 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or 
emailing 213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
 

   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

What is the R.C.I.A.? 
   The Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults is a way 
for adults . . . 
• who would like to learn 
more about and/or become a 
member of the Catholic Church. 
• who have never been 

baptized or have been  baptized in another faith 
and are interested in the Catholic Church. 

• who are Baptized Catholics (over 18 years old) 
and have not received the Sacraments of 
Confirmation, Eucharist or Reconciliation. 

• who are married to a Catholic and attend Mass 
but just don’t know what the next step is to 
become a member of the Catholic Church. 

• Sessions will be held on Wednesday evenings 
at 7:00 pm in St. Michael Archangel Hall. 

The RCIA Journey will begin September 9, 2020. 
   The experience of learning with other adults in a 
relaxed atmosphere has been a lifetime high point 
for many who have been a part of the RCIA in the 
past. There is no charge, and there are no tests. 
Moreover, those making this RCIA Journey of 
Faith are accompanied by members of the parish 
family team, some of whom attend each week with 
them. The Parish Team is an important part of the 
Journey and welcoming new members. 
   Have Questions, need more information, or want to 
register, please call Fr. Wagner, 412-751-0663. 
 

Be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and pleasing and perfect. 

— Romans 12:2  

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com


 

 

   Invest just five minutes a day, and 
your faith will deepen and grow—a 
day at a time. 

 

Sunday, August 30; Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinal Time 
Jeremiah 20:7-9; Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 16:21-27  

Take the road that leads to glory—Suffering is no one’s first 
choice. But some things are worth suffering for. When women 
give birth, when parents head off to sometimes grueling 
employment, when soldiers defend against aggressors, when 
missionaries leave their homeland, when young adults embrace 
religious vocations, they all accept that a certain amount of pain 
and loss will accompany these decisions. So Jesus accepts that 
the way to defeat the grip of sin and death is through a bitter 
reckoning in Jerusalem. Peter wanted a safer route and a happy 
ending. But sometimes the happy ending is only reached by the 
road we’re avoiding. You are thinking not as God does, but 
as humans do. 
 

Monday, Aug 31; Weekday 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Luke 4:16-30 

Read to me—When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the 
Church, God himself speaks to his people, says the General 
Instruction of the Roman Missal. What an honor then to be a 
reader at Mass! The Missal recommends that readers be 
people who are truly suited to carrying out this function 
and carefully prepared, so that by their hearing the 
readings from the sacred texts the faithful may conceive in 
their hearts a sweet and living affection for Sacred 
Scripture. Are you up to the task? Consider volunteering to 
proclaim the word of God in your parish if you are able, and in 
any case, thank those who already do so. Today this scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing. 
 

Tuesday, Sep 01; Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation 
1 Corinthians 2:10b-16; Luke 4:31-37 

Be a breath of fresh air—How do we pray for creation’s care? 
First, we praise the Creator, who shines in every tree, drop of 
water, patch of sunlight. God’s meticulous, elegant creation 
nourishes us with food and sustains us with beauty. Second, we 
educate ourselves to the urgent challenge to protect our 
common home, as Pope Francis puts it in Laudato si'. Third, 
we join prayer with action. Understanding the damage of climate 
change, air and water pollution, loss of biodiversity, consider: 
What to do personally? As a family? A neighborhood? A 
church? A nation? .They were astounded at his teaching, 
because he spoke withauthority. 
 

Wednesday, Sep 02; Weekday 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Luke 4:38-44 

Let them come unto us—One of the many striking features of 
Jesus’ ministry is the fact that he turned no one away. Whether 
at a meal or preaching and teaching, Jesus welcomed everyone 
to share in the experience. All who needed counsel or healing 
received it, regardless of rank or stature. Contrast this with 
policies in so many areas of society that restrict those who can 
receive services, support, and aid. What does it mean to really 

follow Jesus? At the least it means following his example and 
building a society that discriminates less, shares more, and 
places the emphasis on responding to the needs of all people 
rather than the desires of a few. At sunset, all who had people 
sick with various diseases brought them to him. He laid his 
hands on each of them and cured them. 
 

Thursday, Sep 03, Gregory the Great, pope 
1 Corinthians 3:18-23; Luke 5:1-11 

Dynasty, the papal version—Gregory was born around 540 in 
Rome, in an era when priests were still allowed to marry. Born 
into Roman nobility, he came with quite a clerical pedigree, 
including at least one papal ancestor, Pope Felix II, who reigned 
a century before Gregory was chosen pope by acclamation 
(another tradition of that era) in 590. We don’t memorialize 
Gregory for his lineage, however, but rather for his humility. He 
preferred monastic life to high office, resisted the trappings of 
power, and referred to himself as a servant of God—language 
that was unprecedented coming from a member of the nobility. 
We can thank Gregory not because he was great, but because 
he was good. Putout into deep water and lower your nets for 
a catch. 
 

Friday, Sep 04; Weekday 
1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Luke 5:33-39 

Have faith in a historical perspective—Marriage customs 
were quite different in biblical times than they are now, involving 
some customs that today would seem unsavory, to say the 
least, such as death by stoning for women who failed to pass a 
"proof of virginity" test during the consummation of a marriage. 
Of course, no such proof was available or expected of the 
groom. Not every custom from biblical days deserves to be 
admired, much less perpetuated. Ahistorical approach to biblical 
literature helps us separate the wheat from the chaff in our 
heritage. Can you make the wedding guests fast while the 
bridegroom is with them? 
 

Saturday, Sep 05; Blessed Virgin Mary 
1 Corinthians 4:6b-15; Luke 6:1-5 

She stood fast while others fled—The tradition of dedicating 
Saturdays not already set aside as memorials to Mary dates to 
the ninth century. Though the origins of the tradition are not 
clear, Saturdays serve to remind us that Mary was steadfast in 
her witness in the dark time between Jesus’ Good Friday 
Crucifixion and his Easter Sunday Resurrection. Mary neither 
fled nor denied the son she loved and followed. We can recall 
her resolute discipleship today and every Saturday and commit 
ourselves to stand vigilant in our own faith, even if at times we 
stand alone. Have you not read what David did when he and 
those who were with him were hungry? 
 

©2019 TrueQuest Communications. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission. TakeFiveForFaith.com; 

Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition 
 

Be transformed; renew your mind; 
discern what is good. —Romans 12:1-2 
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Knights of Columbus Soup Sale Order Form 
Provided Frozen by Rockwell Red Lion 

Delivered St. Michael Parking Lot 
On Wednesday, October 14, 2020 - 4:00-5:00 pm 

Please send Order Form & Check to: Barry Bisogni 
2114 Neal Drive, McKeesport, PA  15135 

Order Form & Check due by Monday, September 21, 2020 
Please Print 
 

Name: _________________________________________ 
 

Phone: _________________________________________ 
 

______ # Wedding     X  $10.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Chicken Noodle  X  $10.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Pepperjack Crab  X  $11.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # French Onion   X  $  9.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Shrimp Bisque   X  $11.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Beer Cheese   X  $10.00  =   ____________ 
 

______ # Vinegar & Oil (4 pack) X  $15.00  =  ____________ 
 

        Amount Due   ____________ 
 

Thank You for your support!! 

Upcoming Events 
Knights of Columbus will meet on Tuesday, 

September 8, 2019 at 7:00 pm 
in the St. Michael Parking Lot 

weather permitting. 
 

Ladies of Charity will meet on Saturday, 
September 12, 2019 at 10:00 am 

in the St. Michael-Archangel Hall. 
 

An Evening of Story and Song 
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 at Saint Michael Church 

Doors Open at 6:30 pm    Music Begins at 7:00 pm 
The Stapletons are a husband and wife duo, featuring 
a unique blend of harp, guitar and vocals. Join us for 
an evening of story and song as this couple shares 
their talents as well as their faith story. 
Please contact the Faith Formation office to register, 
412-754-0886 or 213Youth@gmail.com. 

All CDC Guidelines will be in effect. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, August 30, 2020 - 12 Noon to 6:00 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 
Take-Out Only 412-673-3915 
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Available now….. 
FALL FROLIC TICKET 

Benefits Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Area Grouping 

Try a chance at winning a total of 
$4000.00 in the month of October. 

Minimum payout is $100.00. 
$10.00 per ticket with 31 chances to win! 

Pays out daily on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. 
No bonus numbers. 

If you would like a certain number, 
please call Cathy, 412-980-2918 before August 3, 2020. 

Numbers will be dispersed 
on a first come, first serve basis. 

If you would like to help our Catholic Community 
with selling a few tickets or helping to sell 

before and after Masses, please contact Cathy or Fr. Wagner. 

Thank You for your support! 

Community Festival 2020 
has been postponed for 2020 

 

Community Festival 2021 
is scheduled for 

August 5, 6, 7, 2021 

Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny 
Area Grouping Food Bank Sunday 

Third Sunday of the Month 
St. Mark, St. Michael, Queen of the Rosary 

   We accept all non-perishable food 
items and paper products to  
administer to the needy of our local 
community. 

   Items for your consideration are 
pasta and sauces, tuna fish, rice, 
stews, cereal, canned fruits & 
vegetables, coffee & tea, hot 

chocolate mix, peanut butter & jelly, sugar, flour, 
crackers, Jell-O gelatin, puddings, powdered milk, 
cocoa, infant formula & baby food, juices, facial soap, 
shampoo, laundry detergent, diapers, facial tissues, 
paper towels, toilet tissue, cleansers, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and 
leave them in the Gathering Space of the Church. 
Cash or checks are also welcome. 

Kind deeds change lives, Thank You! 
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Greetings and Welcome! We begin with prayer, In the name of the Father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 

As we continue to adapt to new ways of doing almost everything, I ask God to continue to bless and guide us 
as we open our hearts to new opportunities and possibilities for the future as we move closer to our January 
2021 merger. May we remember where we were, where we are, where we want to be. 
 

Framing the Vision - One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic 
 

We are a community of believers, rooted in the abiding presence of Christ, 
centered in the Holy Eucharist, proclaiming the Gospel message of Jesus,  
and serving in the tradition of the early church as his disciples. 

 

Framing the Vision is not new to our community. This has been the vision and hope of the Church since Jesus 
established the Church on the foundation of Peter, the Apostles and the disciples. The early Christian 
Community established these Visions and Hopes on the Gospel message. They remind us of our roots in our 
Catholic Faith, where we have been, where we are now, and most importantly where we need to be. 
 

As an individual and a community of believers we are continually call to conversion and renewal in our daily 
lives of faith. It is part of our response to God’s compassionate, forgiving, loving and merciful call, Where 
Are You, as we follow Jesus on the WAY to oneness with the Lord. As we grow into the One Body of Christ 
in this world and the next. This is not new. It is a reminder of who we are, where we are going and how we are 
going to get there, with Jesus Christ as our loving guide. 
 

Difference Between Parish and Church 
 

A Parish is a territory with people and a priest. For us, that territory is the geographical area of the Elizabeth-
Forward and the South Allegheny School Districts. 
 

A Church is a sacred building designated for divine worship. Our churches of Saint Eugene, Saint Michael, 
and Queen of the Rosary will keep their current names. 
 

In January 2021 our 3 parishes will merge into one New Parish with a new name, with three churches. 
 

Diocesan Statistics 
 

At the conclusion of the On Mission Campaign process in 2025 there will be 112 priests serving 55 parishes, 
hospitals, correctional facilities, colleges & universities, etc. throughout the local Church of Pittsburgh. That 
means that there will less than 2 priests per parish. Within 5 years, this parish will only have 1 priest. 
 

This presents an opportunity for all the baptized to live their call to ministry. 
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Review of the On Mission Consultation Process 
 

Who We Are Now:  A Snapshot of the Grouping 
 

We will become a parish of over 5,052 souls with 1,348 or 27% attending Mass on a regular basis. The number 
of Baptisms compared to the number of Deaths ratio is 1:2. 
The parish will be made up of people from various ages, Infants - Youth (0-17 yrs.) 727 or 16.4%; Young 
Adult (18-34) 961 or 19%; Adult (35-64) 1,730 or 34.2%; Senior Adult (65+ & Unknown) 1,632 or 32.3%. 
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Our Shared Ministries 
 

There are over 30-plus Shared Ministries within our new parish already and growing, Faith Formation: 
6th Grade receiving their Bibles, First Communion, Confirmation, Youth Group - Walk for Life, 
Blessing of Animals at St. Eugene, Mary of Nazareth School, Veterans Day at Queen of the Rosary. 
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Territory of the New Parish 
 

Once again, the Territory of the New Parish is the Elizabeth-Forward and South Allegheny School Districts. 
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Finances 
 

As we prepare for January 2021, there will be no long term debt, there are resources in savings and monies 
remain from the Campaign for the Church Alive! 
 

There are Key Points that need to be addressed at this time. Since January 2018, the Offertory Collection has 
gone down 42% across the 3 parishes with 32% since March 2020. Since October 2018—June 2020, we have 
used $363,149 from savings to meet the Operating Expenses. The Parish Share contributions have not met the 
goal since that time and monies from savings had to be used. 
 

The Diocese of Pittsburgh has granted permission to market for sale the Romine Avenue Property, which 
includes the former Saint Joseph Church & School, Cape Cod House, Youth House and Parking Lot. 
All Proceeds From the Sale will be free from Parish Share Assessment. 
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Where We Are Going 
 

A Staff Plan for the New Parish is Being Developed with two objectives: fiscally responsible (affordable) and 
meet the needs of the new parish (vibrant). Some positions will be eliminated and some staff will be laid off. 
 

Who We Will Become 
 

We will become a New Parish with a New Name that will have 3 church buildings, keeping their current 
names, serving the area of the Elizabeth-Forward and South Allegheny School Districts. New envelope 
numbers will be assigned. The People of God moving from Maintenance (property & buildings) to Mission 
(people) in the service of God, neighbor, self and our world. 
 

Moving from Merger to Mission we will look at our church building and property and the Mass times so that 
we can better reflect our current needs and prepare for the future. A revision of the Mass schedule will be 
needed. We will need to determine what buildings will best serve our newly formed parish. A Facilities 
(buildings) Task Force will be formed to analyze and study all of our properties. The Task Force will assist the 
Advisory Councils in determining the best use of buildings and our revised Mass Schedule. 
 

Recommended Names for the New Parish 
 

   Saint Barnabas    Saint Catherine of Alexandria  Saint Catherine of Siena 
   Saint Francis Xavier  Saint Joachim & Anne     Saint John the Beloved Disciple 
 

Questions or Feedback Regarding the Virtual Parish Assembly 
 

Parishioners are welcome to email, 
 

saintmarkparishdiopitt@gmail.com or stmichael11@verizon.net or 
 

213FaithForm@gmail.com 
 

or call the Office, Jeannie, 412-678-6275, Jan, 412-751-0663 or Julie, 412-754-0886 
 

or talk to any member of the Clergy Team or the Advisory Councils. 
 

Please keep our entire grouping in prayer. 
I am grateful for your support and involvement in these endeavors. 

Thank you for participating in this process. 
 

Queen of the Rosary, pray for us.  Saint Michael the Archangel, pray for us. 
Saint Mark the Evangelist, pray for us. 

 

One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic 
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Framing the Vision

One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic

We are a community of believers,
rooted in the abiding presence of Christ,

centered in the Holy Eucharist,
proclaiming the Gospel message of Jesus, 

and serving in the tradition
of the early church as his disciples.

Difference 
Between 
Parish and 
Church 

➢ A parish is a territory with people and a priest(s). 

(geographical region, Elizabeth-Forward 

and South Allegheny School Districts) 

➢ Churches are sacred buildings designated
for divine worship.

Churches will keep their current names.

➢ In January  2021 our 3 parishes 
will merge into one new parish.

The current parishes will cease
and we will become one new parish. 

One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic

6

7

Diocesan Statistics

•171 priests in active ministry today (parishes, hospitals, 

universities, correctional facilities, etc.)

• 36 priests are eligible to retire

• Projected number of Pittsburgh Priests 

in the year 2025: 112 priests

• There will be 55 parishes (after On Mission Campaign),

meaning there will be less than 2 priests per parish 

due to the clerical needs of hospitals, correction facilities 

and colleges and universities

• Within 5 years or sooner, this New Parish will only have 1 priest

This presents an opportunity for all the baptized

To live their call to ministry.

One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic

2

Welcome!
Thank You For Joining Us!

A New Parish is just around the corner.

We intend to inform you,

engage you, excite you,

challenge you, and spark discussion.

Your Questions and Feedback are Welcome.
Please respond with your Questions and Feedback

by September 13, 2020

• Please email, saintmarkparishdiopitt@gmail.com or 

stmichael11@verizon.net or 213FaithForm@gmail.com

• or call the Office, Jeannie, 412-678-6275 or Jan, 412-751-0663 

or Julie, 412-754-0886 to submit questions or offer feedback.

8

the steps that 
we have taken 

Let’s 
remember 
and review

to get to today.  

Review 
of the 
On Mission 
Consultation 
Process

5

Vision and Hopes for our New Parish:

❖ Welcoming, inclusive, joy-filled community of believers
embracing openness and honesty

❖ Celebrating vibrant, faith-filled liturgies

❖ Evangelizing those who have fallen away 
and welcoming the unchurched

❖ Engaging our Adults, Children, Youth and Young  Adults
with effective faith sharing 
and formation for all ages

❖ Helping our families grow in grace and holiness

❖ Caring for the elderly and homebound

❖ Serving those in need and the marginalized

❖ Burying the dead with compassion 
and grieving with those who grieve
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Who We Are Now:     

A Snapshot 

of  the Grouping

Review of the 
On Mission Consultation Process

8
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April 
2015

Bishop Zubik initiates a year of Prayer and Study

September
2016

329 Parish Consultation Sessions are conducted

April 26, 
2018

Bishop Zubik announces final groupings of 
parishes and clergy assignments, effective 
October 15

October 15, 
2018

New Clergy assignments and Interim Mass 
Schedules begin

Grouping Summary Total

Total Registration* 5,052

Mass Attendance Count 1,348

Mass Attendance Count Percentage 27%

Infant Baptisms† 46

Deaths† 76

Baptism : Death Ratio 1 : 2

2019 Statistics for the Grouping

12

*Source: Parish Data System Reports (PDS)
†Source: 2019 Official Catholic Directory and 2017 Annual Parish Report

# of 
parishioners

% of 
parishioners

Ages 0 - 4 102 2.0

Ages 5 - 17 625 12.4

Ages 18 - 24 380 7.5

Ages 25 - 34 581 11.5

Ages 35 - 54 1,042 20.6

Ages 55 - 64 688 13.6

Age 65 and over 1,340 26.5

Birthdate unknown 294 5.8

Total 5,052 100

2020 Age Ranges in the Grouping

14

*Source: Parish Data System Reports (PDS)
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June,

2020

JUNE 20 – JULY 7,             

2020

JULY 17,

2020

AUG,

2020

SEPT 1, 

2020

Administrator, 

Clergy Team, 

Staff & Advisory 

Councils 

met with 

Parish Services to 

review the 

Completing the 

Merger Process.

Parishioners 

received the 1st

communication 

& are invited to 

submit names for 

the new parish.

Administrator 

consulted with 

Advisory Councils

to submit 15 

potential names 

for the new 

parish for the 

preliminary 

review by 

Bishop Zubik.

Administrator, 

Clergy Team, 

Staff & Advisory 

Councils

prepared the

Virtual Parish 

Assembly.

The 2nd & 3rd

communications 

were sent to 

parishioners to 

offer final input 

on the new 

parish name & 

feedback/

questions on the 

assembly.

Parish 

posts Virtual 

Parish Assembly 

on YouTube & the 

grouping website.

Completing the Merger Process Timeline 

11

SEPT 1 –

SEPT 13,       

2020

OCT 9,          

2020

OCT 19,        

2020

NOV 28/29,

2020

(TENTATIVE)

JAN 4,

2021

(TENTATIVE)

Parishioners offer 

feedback/ 

questions on the 

Virtual Parish 

Assembly.

Administrator

submits Merger 

Documents

to the Diocese.

Bishop Zubik 

consults with 

Priest Council to 

consider all 

mergers.

Bishop Zubik 

announces 

& issues the 

Decree for the 

new parish.

New Parish 

begins.

Completing the Merger Process Timeline
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Territory of the New Parish

14

Advisory Councils

Pastoral - Finance

Adult Education

Altar Servers

Angel Tree

Baby Bottle & Diaper Drive

Bereavement Ministry

Catholic Men’s Fellowship

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild

Crochet Club

Extra Ordinary Ministers 

of the Holy Eucharistic 

Faith Formation

Adult - Children – Youth

Pre-Baptism – Pre-Cana

RCIA - Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults 

Our Shared Ministries
Funeral Servers 

Greeters 

Holy Name Society 

Ladies of Charity 

Lectors

Knights of Columbus

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School

Music Ministry

Adult Choir - Bell Choir

Cantors - Resurrection Choir

Office Volunteers

Parish Food Bank

Quilters

Rosary Makers

Ushers Club, Volunteers

One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic

Proximity of  Church Buildings
Distances range from x to x miles and minutes

Church Building St. Eugene St. Michael
Queen of 

the Rosary

St. Eugene
4.4 miles
9 minutes

2.5 miles
7 minutes

St. Michael
4.4 miles
9 minutes

6.0 miles
14 minutes

Queen of the 
Rosary

2.5 miles
7 minutes

6.0 miles
14 minutes

Source:  Mapquest

17

Proximity of  Church Buildings

to Giant Eagle
Travel times range from x to x miles and minutes

Source:  Mapquest

18

Church
Building

Giant Eagle
Elizabeth

Giant Eagle
McKeesport

Giant Eagle
White Oak

St. Eugene
3.7 miles

10 minutes
4.1 miles

14 minutes
5.8 miles

17 minutes

St. Michael
2.8 miles
7 minutes

6.4 miles
18 minutes

6.0 miles
17 minutes

Queen of the 
Rosary

4.2 miles
10 minutes

4.9 miles
15 minutes

7.6 miles
22 minutes

20

▪ Operating Income & Expenses

▪ Assets (cash, savings, etc.)

▪ Liabilities (debt, payables)

At the time of merger, the new parish acquires 
the assets and liabilities of the former parishes

One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic

Finances

16

Our Shared Ministries
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Liabilities Summary 
for the Grouping

Liabilities as of June 30, 2020
Grouping Total

Liabilities

Insurance Payable 17,338 

2020 Parish Share Payable 73,000

Deposit & Loan Fund Debt -0-

Total Debt & Payables 90,338

21

Assets Summary (Savings) 
for the Grouping

Assets as of June 30, 2020

Grouping Total

Deposit & Loan Fund Savings 1,212,295

Campaign for The Church Alive! 344,324 

Deposit & Loan Restricted Funds 16,148

Parish Endowment Funds 77,585

Total 1,650,352 

20

Financial Summary: 
Fiscal Year End 2019-2020

Financial Information for Fiscal Year 2019 - 2020
as of June 30, 2020

Grouping Total
Offertory 807,806
Other Income 279,328

OPERATING INCOME 1,087,134

OPERATING EXPENSE (960,802)

School Subsidy (174,272)

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) (47,940)

23

Strengths

➢No Long-term debt.

➢ Savings

➢ Unused funds from the Campaign for the Church Alive!
will carry over to new parish.

Key Points

➢ Offertory Collection decreased 32% due to pandemic

➢ Had to use savings since October 2018-June 2020 
to meet expenses. Savings decreased by $363,149

➢ Parish Share contributions do not meet the goal.

One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic

Finances

Where We Are Going:
Realigning Staff

A Staffing Plan for the New Parish 

is Being Developed with Two Objectives:

✓ Be Fiscally responsible (affordable);

✓ Able to meet the needs of the new parish (vibrant).

✓ Some positions will be eliminated, 

and some staff will be laid off.

✓ Severance and unemployment compensation 

will be available.

26
25

Romine Avenue Property Update

The Diocese of Pittsburgh has granted

Permission to Market For Sale the

Former Saint Joseph Property

in Port Vue.
Former Saint Joseph Church & School; Cape Cod House & Youth House

All Proceeds From the Sale Will Be Free From Parish Share Assessment

One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic

Finances



 

 

Who We Will Become
Here is what a merger looks like

BECOME A

New 
Parish

26

PEOPLE OF GOD

Queen of the 
Rosary Parish

St. Michael 
Parish

St. Mark Parish

THE FORMER PARISHES OF

PEOPLE OF GOD

14      Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Catholic Community 

We will need to determine what buildings 
will best serve our newly formed parish

28

New ParishNew Parish begins 
with x churches 

What church buildings will 
best serve the new parish is 

yet to be determined.

28

St. 
Eugene

St. 
Michael

Queen
of the 

Rosary

▪ The New Parish will have a New Name.
▪ Each Church Building will keep its current name.
▪ New Envelope Numbers will be assigned.

Moving from to 
Church Buildings and Mass Times:

30

Considerations:
➢ To best reflect our current needs and prepare us for the 

future, revisions to the Mass Schedule will be needed.

➢ With Mission (over maintenance) as our pastoral priority, 

we will begin to determine which buildings will best serve

the needs of our new parish in the future.

➢ A Facilities Task Force will be formed to analyze 

and study all our properties. 

➢ The Facilities Task Force will be formed in early spring, 2021.

➢ The Facilities Task Force responsibility will be to provide a 

thorough report on the status of our buildings.

➢ This report will assist the Advisory Councils in determining 

the best use of buildings and our revised Mass schedule.

31

Saint Barnabas
Saint Catherine of  Alexandria

Saint Catherine of  Siena
Saint Francis Xavier

Saints Joachim & Anne
Saint John the Beloved Disciple

Recommended Names 
for the New Parish

Your Questions and 
Feedback are Welcome.

33

• Please email, 

saintmarkparishdiopitt@gmail.com or 

stmichael11@verizon.net or

213FaithForm@gmail.com

• or call the Office, Jeannie, 412-678-6275 or

Jan, 412-751-0663 or Julie, 412-754-0886 to 

submit questions or offer feedback.

Please respond with your
Questions and Feedback
by September 13, 2020

Opportunity to move
From 
To 

What does moving from to mean?

• Investing our financial resources in bricks and mortar 
prevents us from investing financial resources 
in and .

• Due to our (HVAC, roof repair, etc.) needs                                                              
we currently do not have resources 
for ministerial staff to increase vitality    
and fortify ministry in the parish.

• Our dream is to have a qualified staff 
to assist the clergy team in carrying out 
the and .
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