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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

The Pittsburgh Catholic is now Online. 
thepittsburghcatholic.wpccomstating.com 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: 213FaithForm@gmail.com 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

February 21—28, 2021 
 

Saturday, 20, Vigil, First Sunday of Lent 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Stephen & Rebecca Bodzenski - 50th Wedding Anniversary 
 - Family   

 

StE   6:00 pm T Steve Lasica - Family & Friends 
 

Sunday, 21, First Sunday of Lent 
 

StE   8:00 am T Catherine Skrtic - Family & Friends 
 

StM   9:00 am M Jean & Rich Vezzani - St. Michael Choir 
 

QoR 10:30 am T Dennis Gribschaw - Family & Friends 
 

StM 12 Noon  M David Rudick - Bernadette, Michael & April 
 

      Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Monday, 22, The Chair of Peter the Apostle 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Deceased Members of the Sydeski Family - Gert Ormand 
 

Novena - Infant of Prague 
 

StM   9:00 am  Madelyn & George Stanton – Son, David & Patti Stanton 
 

Tuesday, 23, Lenten Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Mary Barr - Family 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Chuck Ulakovich - Deb Kebles 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 24, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  John Kaczka - Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Andrew Hanick – Knights of Columbus, #10077 
 

Thursday, 25, Lenten Weekday 
 

StE   8:30 am   John & Mathilda Pucky - Pam Pucky 
 

 

StM   9:00 am  Peter Valecko - Family & Friends 
 

Friday, 26, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Evelyn Gooch - Family & Friends 
 

StM   9:00 am  Marsha Dubos - Stanley & Liz Dubos 
 

QoR   6:30 pm  Stations of the Cross 
 

StM   7:00 pm  Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, 27, Vigil, Second Sunday of Lent 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Health of Edgar George - Son, Jim & brothers 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Jean Capozzoli - Louise & Family 
 

Sunday, 28, Second Sunday of Lent 
 

StE   8:00 am M Kenny Kaczka - Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T Shirley Gates Noll - Steve Gates 
 

QoR 10:30 am M Elizabeth Grossi - DiFelice & Grossi Families 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Linda Booth - Curt & Dew Briggs 
 

      Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 
St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of 

Jean Capozzoli from Louise & Family. 
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First Sunday of Lent 
February 21, 2021 

   St. Oscar Romero said, Aspire 
not to have more, but to be 
more. These powerful words 
provide the perfect framework for 
a conversion oriented Lenten 

experience. God is giving us this Lenten sign to stop being 
concerned about what you have and focus on who you are. 
This requires that we create a desert space and listen more 
attentively for God to reveal His presence. It is all so 
wonderfully simple on the one hand and so incredibly 
challenging on the other. The message is simple: love God, 
neighbor, and self. Those simple words make great sense, 
but we struggle translating them into reality. Our attachments, 
compulsions, obsessions, addictions, routines, and busyness 
all anchor us to the idol of the self, keeping us mired in our 
compulsive need for self-aggrandizement. It’s not about us! 

   God vowed, long ago, to nurture, sustain and protect the 

relationship He has with His people. He called us into being, 

nurtures us in being, and sustains us in being. Without the 

Loving Divine Presence, all life would cease. Once we slow 

down a bit and clear away some of the clutter, we can see 

how the journey of our life is unfolding. We can see what 

brings us in and out of tune with God’s love and how we can 

better imitate God’s loving fidelity in our relationship with Him. 

In short, we will see our myopic short sightedness and figure 

out how we can better share the Divine Fire within with others. 

Lent isn’t just about giving stuff up for forty days and indulging 

again at Easter. We need to push things much farther and 

wrestle with the question of how we can be more. Being more 

means becoming more fully alive and in touch with the 

holiness of life and the divinity that lives in and empowers all 

beings and things. It is realizing that the quality of our 

presence is crucial to being an effective witness and herald of 

God’s unconditional love. 

   The illusion we have bought into causes us to believe that 

the wrong things and systems matter. We tirelessly fight to 

keep things the way they are, to return to the former ways of 

doing things or restore some nostalgic fantasy memory of life 

in the good old days. Lent isn’t about maintaining what we 

have or returning to something that is gone. It’s about 

becoming something new. It’s about being more focused, 

centered, convicted, and grounded so that we can be a person 

who truly loves and treasures being made in the image of 

God. The secret to Gospel living is not found in accumulating 

anything for ourselves, even merit points for heaven. Gospel 

living means learning how to live with less so that others can 

live with more. The thought of permanently giving something 

up makes us feel uncomfortable. Truth often does.  ©LPi 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, Co-Children, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis    Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, especially: 

 Barbara Lape, Kathy Yancic, 
Anita D’Eroma, sister of Leah Meek, 

Debby Campbell, mother of Derek Martin 
all who will die today, 

and those who have no one to pray for them. 
Resting in Paradise. 

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 
May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them. 

February Rosary Intention 
We pray for women who are victims of violence, 

that they may be protected by society 
and have their sufferings considered and heeded. 
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Read the Bible. 
Pray over Sacred Scripture. 

You can keep whatever you find… 

Finding Joy in Giving 
   Families in our parish will be receiving their 
Parish Share materials shortly. The season of Lent 
gives each of us a chance to grow in our relationship 
with Jesus, and one way is by sharing our gifts. 
   This year, recognizing a serious decline in parish 
revenue due to COVID-19 restrictions, Bishop 
Zubik is offering a new incentive program. 
   Parishes that raise between 80% and 89% of their 
Parish Share goal will receive a 1% discount. 
Parishes that raise between 90% and 94% of their 
goal will receive a 2.5% discount. Parishes that raise 
between 95% and 100% of their goal will receive a 
5% discount. Parishes will still keep 100% of 
monies raised in excess of their goal. 
   Parish Share offers a wonderful opportunity to say 
Yes! to Jesus’ call to follow him. This is especially 
important during these difficult times, as many of 
our fellow parishioners and neighbors need our help. 

Thank you in advance for your support. 
 

Repent and Believe in the Gospel 
   Lent is the time of year we devote to scrutinizing 
our lives in the light of our baptism into the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. Today’s readings are a 
nice shorthand catechism of what our baptized lives 
mean. As Noah passed through the waters of the 
flood to a covenant with God, so did we enter into a 
covenant, a promised relationship with God through 
our baptism. 
   Peter’s letter gives an explicit explanation of what 
our baptism means: it is an appeal we make to God 
for a clear conscience. How do we obtain this clear 
conscience? The words proclaimed by Jesus 
immediately following his temptation show us the 
way: Repent, and believe in the gospel (Mark 1:15). 
It might be a good spiritual exercise to keep these 
readings before us throughout the entire season of 
Lent, a means to help us return to a life lived by our 
baptismal promises. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Lenten Opportunities 

 

Daily Mass 
 

Reconciliation 
 

Mass & Adoration of the Eucharist 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday Evening - Mass - 6:30 pm 
Adoration & Confession - 7:00-7:30 pm 

 

Stations of the Cross, Fridays of Lent 
Queen of the Rosary Church  6:30 pm 
Saint Michael Church    7:00 pm 

 

Faith, Fellowship, & Food 
Adult Education Series for Lent 2021 

The Lamb’s Supper with Scott Hahn 
Lent Series - Tuesday Evenings 

thru - March 23, 2021 

Lenten Regulations 
 

1. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast 
and abstinence. 

The Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence. 
2. The obligation of abstinence (refraining from eating meat) 
begins at the age of 14. The law of fasting (limiting oneself 
to one full meal and two lighter meals) obliges all between 
the ages of 18-59. 

No one should consider this obligation lightly. 
3. Those individuals who have a medical condition in which 
fasting may be considered harmful are not obliged to fast, but 
should perform some other act of penance or charity. 
4. Pastors and parents are to see to it that minors, though not 
bound by the law of fast and abstinence, are educated in the 
authentic sense of penance and encouraged to do acts of 
penance suitable to their age. 
5. All members of the Christian Faithful are encouraged to 
do acts of penance and charity during the Lenten season 
beyond what is prescribed by the law. 
6. As a general rule, a request for a dispensation from the 
obligation of abstinence on Fridays of Lent will not be 
considered unless some serious reason is present. The 
attendance at social events, banquets, wedding rehearsals or 
receptions, or funeral wakes are not considered sufficient 
reason to request a dispensation. 

 

Turn away from sin and return to the Gospel. 

Forming a Marriage Prep Team 
   Faith Formation is looking for couples and widows/
widowers (young & young at heart) who would like to 
share the joys and challenges of a Catholic marriage with 
engaged couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage. 
   There would be a commitment of 2 Saturdays plus 2 
planning meetings a year. If you are interested or have 
questions, please call Julie, 412-754-0886 or email her, 
213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   There will be an informational meeting for anyone 
interested in joining the team in early March, with the hope 
of having a Saturday Marriage Prep sometime in May. 
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A Second Chance 
to Make a First Impression 
   Other changes with baptism are more 
subtle and personal. When Noah and 
his family emerged from the ark, they 

saw that the floodwaters had receded after cleansing the 
world of human sinfulness. Everything was clean and 
fresh—a new creation, with a rainbow to guarantee God’s 
promise to never again destroy the world with water. So, 
too, will the newly baptized emerge from the font and be 
anointed with chrism. Like the earth after the great flood, 
they are a new creation. Washed clean of sin and anointed 
with chrism, they are renewed in the embrace of the God 
of covenant love. 
   This is why Lent is always a festive anticipation of Easter 
and always about baptism, just as it is always about the 
repentance that draws us more deeply into God’s kingdom. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Everyday Stewardship -  
Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

 

The Unlikely Suspects 
   Have you ever taken a nature walk? Have you leisurely 
strolled through a forest or field, with no real destination in 
mind and your only objective being receptivity to and 
observation of all God’s creation? 
   Sometimes, Scripture readings can feel like a nature walk. 
All of salvation history plays out against the backdrop of the 
natural world, with all elements of God’s creation — plants 
and animals and the dust of the earth itself — turning in a 
supporting performance. How about Jesus in the hot and 
dusty desert, tempted, living among the wild beasts? Noah 
departed from his ark with the animals he rescued, observing 
God’s sign in the very clouds of the sky. Even God Himself, 
offering us salvation from original sin through the waters of 
baptism. 
   How often do we remember that God speaks to us through 
all of His creation, even in the unlikeliest suspects?  
   Let’s go back to the nature walk. It sounds like a lovely way 
to pass an afternoon, amongst wildflowers and butterflies, but 
don’t forget the beating hot sun, mosquitos, and threat of rain 
on the horizon. Remember, we’re not in heaven yet. Here on 
earth, God may be present in His creation, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s always easy to endure. 
   Lent is, essentially, a time to listen for the voice of God in 
places we may not expect: the mild irritations you experience 
when you’re craving the chocolate you gave up, or the dull 
pangs of hunger during the Ash Wednesday fast. It’s a 
golden opportunity to see the divine hand in all of creation, 
even those unlikely suspects. Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS   ©LPi 

First Sunday of Lent 
   Today’s readings suggest two 
d i f f e r e n t  m e a n i n g s  a n d 
experiences of baptism. The 
second reading (from 1 Peter)) 
makes an analogy between 
Noah’s ark and Christian baptism: 

just as Noah and his family were saved from death by 
going through the waters of the flood in the ark, Christians 
are saved from sin and death by going through the waters 
of baptism. The first reading, from Genesis, portrays the 
world after the flood: washed clean of its prior wickedness, 
embraced by God’s promises that the world will never 
again be destroyed by water. The psalmist expresses a 
desire to follow the ways of God, as if re-establishing the 
harmony between God and humanity destroyed by sin. 
This peaceful scene is very different from the drama and 
urgency in Mark’s description of Jesus after his baptism. 
Jesus battles demons, receives sustenance from angels, 
and begins preaching: Repent. The kingdom of God is at 
hand.          Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Good Morning! Welcome to Lent! 
   You probably did not get that 
greeting from your priest today, 
and you probably did not expect it. 
Isn’t Lent a time of reflection and 
repentance? Somber purple, no 
Alleluias? Prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving; attending to one’s 
relationship with God? 

   True enough; however, there are Lenten practices that 
have a festive air woven into these penitential elements. 
One example is in the Church’s retrieval of ancient Lenten 
practices that made up the final preparation of persons 
elected to receive the Easter sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation, and eucharist. Jesus’ urgent preaching in 
today’s passage from Mark comes soon after his own 
baptism and reminds us that these sacraments still signal a 
dramatic change in a person’s life: they have responded to 
Jesus’ preaching of the kingdom and are now publicly 
professing themselves to be disciples of the Lord and fully 
initiated members of his visible church. The prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving during Lent were part of that preparation. 
Repentance was then, and remains today, important also 
for those already fully initiated; the work of repentance, of 
prayerfully examining our lives and making changes in 
anticipation of God’s reign, is an ongoing aspect of our life 
in Christ.         Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Feast of Faith:  Seasonal Changes 
       for the Liturgies of Lent 
   Today is the First Sunday of Lent. During this 
season of preparation for Easter, our churches look 
stark and simple—no flowers at the altar, no festive 
banners or decorations. And our liturgies feel 
different, too. The organ is quiet except to 
accompany the singing of the assembly. The Gloria, 
our Sunday song of rejoicing, is not heard except on 
solemnities, and we will not sing the Alleluia, our 
joyful acclamation of praise, until the Easter Vigil. 
   Alleluia cannot always 
   Be our song while here below, 
says an eleventh-century hymn. 
   Alleluia our transgressions 
   Make us for a while forego; 
   For the solemn time is coming 
   When our tears for sins must flow 

(Alleluia dulce carmen, J. M. Neale, trans.). 

   These changes in the liturgy will catch our 
attention, and make us eager for the festive 
outpouring of joy that will return with Easter. This 
year, may the stripped-away liturgies of Lent remind 
us to strip away what is not essential in our lives to 
make space for the crucified and risen One, and thus 
to be ready to sing Alleluia once again when Easter 
returns.  —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   Yeah, you won, said the irate wife to her husband, 
and now you get to live with the loser. 
Retrouvaille leader on why win/win outcomes are a 
better way to resolve disagreements. 

 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   Christmas is over but gift giving needn’t be. 
Consider that love and a listening ear are the greatest 
things you can give your children. 

 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Jesus went into the desert to put his life in 
perspective. This lent, take a fresh look at a difficult 
relationship in your life. Concentrate on the positive 
things that person does, not just the negatives. Try to 
understand why their behaviors bug you. Can you 
honestly share your feelings with them without 
attacking them? 

Make Lent a time to MEND and FORGIVE! 
 

Beauty In Forgiveness  —Jean P. F. Richter 
Humanity is never so beautiful as when praying 

for forgiveness, or else forgiving another. 

Mary Garden Beautification Project 
   The Mary Garden Beautification 
Project is being inspired by our 
parish Youth Group. The Mary 
Garden Project is being planned for 
the right side of Saint Michael 
Church (Bell Tower Side). 
   Currently there are a few different 
options, (a new Virgin Mary statue, 
stone & concrete work, water feature, 
various plants & flowers) and your 

thoughts and ideas about what should be done 
within that space are valuable and important. 
   Also anyone with landscape design experience 
and is willing to assist with the planning and 
preparation of the layout of the garden would be 
greatly appreciated. This will be an extensive 
facelift to the church grounds. 
   All support, time, talent, and treasure, for the 
Mary Garden Project will be greatly appreciated. 
   If you have any ideas or suggestions or would like 
to volunteer your time, talent, and treasure to this 
Mary Garden Project, 

please email the Faith Formation office at 
213FaithForm@gmail.com 

or call 412-754-0886. 
Please keep the Mary Garden Project 

in your prayers. 
Thank you for your support and prayers. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
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Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
 

412-754-0886    Email: 213faithform@gmail.com 
Facebook: FaithFormation-EGSA 

 

Enlisting Witnesses For Jesus Christ 

First Holy Communion 
Sunday, April 11, 2021 

 

Confirmation 
Monday, April 12, 2021 

Show the Love 
Jesus commanded us to love our neighbor as we love 
ourselves, and that can be difficult especially amid this 
Covid-19 pandemic. Now through Palm Sunday, we are 
asking for different items for different charity groups so 
that we can continue to help our neighbors near and far. 
Please place your gifts in the Bins at the altar. 

Warming Station 
Items Needed: Gloves & Underwear (especially 
men), Razors & Shaving Cream, Shampoo & Soap, 
Toilet Paper, Adult Backpacks, and (for both men & 
women) Thermals, Hats & Scarves, Socks 

Blessing Bags For The Homeless 
Items Needed: Packs of crackers & granola bars, 
hard candy, Travel Size toothpaste, lotion, deodorant 
& soap, toothbrushes, Chapstick 

 

Thank you for your kindness and support! 
 

Diaper Drive - February 27/28 & March 6/7 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic 
Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon Dale DiSanto 
Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

St. Michael Meeting Room 
Grandparents are also welcome at these classes. 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or 
emailing 213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
 

Thursday Afternoon 
Saint Michael, Meeting Room 

Beginning April 8, 2021 - 1:00-2:30 pm 
This is a six (6) week program. 

Please RSVP to Jan, 412-751-0663 
so that we may prepare materials. 

 

If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 
this is an ongoing way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Faith, Fellowship, & Food 
Adult Education Series for Lent 2021 

The Lamb’s Supper with Scott Hahn 
Lent Series - February 16 - March 23, 2021 

 

For this Lent we will be journeying with 
Scott Hahn’s book The Lamb’s Supper. 

We will begin on the  Tuesday, February 16, 
and will run for 6 weeks 

and conclude on Tuesday, March 23. 
 

Our Tuesday evenings begin at 6:45 pm 
in Saint Michael - Archangel Hall 
with prayer, a video presentation, 

and a small group discussion. 
Donation for materials is $10 per person. 

 

Due to Covid-19 guidelines 
there will be no meal. 

 
 

Please contact Sue at sformicaym@comcast.net 
or 412-926-8412 to register, and joins us 

as we learn more about our Catholic Faith. 

 
For more information or to register, 
please email 213Youth@gmail.com 
or call Mrs. Formica, 412-754-0886 

Save the Date …. 
Family Fun Night & Car Cruise 

Friday, June 18, 2021 
Sponsored by Youth Ministry 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
mailto:sformicaym@comcast.net


 

 

Sunday, Feb 21; First Sunday of Lent 
Gen 9:8-15; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15 

Doing the rite thing—Today, some of our 
neighbors are going to make a countercultural 

choice. They’re going to sign the Book of the Elect, signaling 
their decision to be baptized, confirmed, and to receive First 
Eucharist at this year’s Easter Vigil. These Elect have been 
studying for months or years to embrace the life of the church. 
Why would anyone make this choice in the 21st century? For 
some, it may have begun as intellectual curiosity. For others, it’s 
a journey of the heart. For all, it’s what they’ve seen in folks like 
us that make Catholic Christianity an inspiring choice. Let’s help 
keep the inspiration going! The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel. 
 

Monday, Feb 22; The Chair of Peter, Apostle, Feast 
1 Peter 5:1-4; Matthew 16:13-19 

Recognize the chair—Jesus loved us so much that he 
entrusted us to someone he trusted deeply. In fact, in the 
Gospel of John, Jesus asked Peter three times if his devotion 
was assured. He named him rock so he would be a solid 
foundation upon which to build the church, and for 2,000 years 
Peter’s successors have had the responsibility of tending his 
sheep. Today we celebrate the seat of the pope’s authority as 
Christ’s representative on Earth, the protector Jesus wanted for 
his flock. Ask the Holy Spirit to always guide the one who sits in 
Peter’s chair. I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of 
heaven. 
 

Tuesday, Feb 23; Polycarp, bishop, martyr 
Isaiah 55:10-11; Matthew 6:7-15 

Words to live forever by—Polycarp’s death in 155 is one of 
the first accounts of Christian martyrdom in a public arena. The 
elderly bishop was resolute and serene even as he was burned 
and stabbed before a frenzied crowd. Included in the accounts 
is the two hours of prayer Polycarp began upon his arrest, so 
powerful it unnerved his Roman guards. But Polycarp was also 
an Apostolic Father, specifically a disciple of Saint John the 
Evangelist. Thus, he had firsthand knowledge of John’s words 
from Jesus: Everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. 
 

Wednesday, Feb 24; Lenten Weekday 
Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 11:29-32 

A good day to make amends—We are one week into this 
Lenten season, so perhaps it is time to have a conversation with 
our Lord. Imagine you are walking with Jesus, side by side, and 
he asks you, “Is there any person you think of who you have 
hurt or judged, or any action that comes to mind that you know 
was wrong? Anything you repent?” You take a moment, and 
standing next to him, you feel his love for you. Regret and 
sorrow arise as you admit the mistakes that come to mind. You 
ask for the grace to make amends in whatever way possible. 
Find a way today to make something right. At the preaching of 
Jonah they repented, and there is something greater than 
Jonah here. 

Thursday, Feb 25;Lenten Weekday 
Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Matthew 7:7-12 

Has prayer moved you?—It is tempting to think about prayer in 
a transactional way: I ask, therefore God gives. Today’s gospel 
may even appear to encourage this form of thought: Ask and it 
will be given to you; seek and you will find. But Catholic 
teaching urges us to see God’s response to prayer broadly. 
Pope Francis explains: Prayer always transforms reality: if 
things around us do not change, at least our hearts are 
changed. Jesus promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to every 
man and woman who prays. If you have a prayer that seems 
unanswered, consider how your heart was moved by the mere 
act of praying. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one 
who seeks, finds. 
 

Friday, Feb 26; Lenten Weekday; Day of Abstinence 
Ezekiel 18:21-28; Matthew 5:20-26 

The low rumble within—Anger is one of our human passions, 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church instructs, neither good 
nor bad in and of itself. Anger can provide us with helpful 
information that we feel wronged by someone or something. It 
may be intense or a low rumble within. Lent is an opportunity to 
become still, listen to our anger, and examine its source. How 
might we invite God into these rough spaces for healing? 
Desiring healing does not disregard hurt or suffering; rather we 
seek to unhook from anger to live in peace. Unhooking might 
mean talking with a loved one who hurt us. It might mean 
protesting against injustice. It might mean forgiving ourselves. 
What might be rumbling within your heart? Go first and be 
reconciled. 
 

Saturday, Feb 27, 2021 Lenten Weekday 
Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Matthew 5:43-48 

Agree to disagree—There is no more timely message for our 
divided age of partisan politics than “love your enemies.” But 
how is that even possible? One perspective that some find 
helpful is that you don’t have to like someone to love them. 
Love in this context is not a warm, fuzzy feeling but a decision to 
treat with respect, to do unto others. A tall order, but it does 
help to remove the expectation that we have to become fast 
friends with those we oppose. And maybe it will lead to a time 
when we can see difficult folks as people with whom we happen 
to disagree, rather than mortal enemies. Jesus was all about 
reconciliation. Let’s take up the mantle. But I say to you, love 
your enemies. 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 

—a day at a time  
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. 

For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, 
go to PrepareTheWord.com. 

 

Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth 
to those who keep your covenant 

—Psalm 25   
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Time, Talent, and Treasure 
 

February 14, 2021 
 

   Weekly Offering   $11,173 
 

   First Offering    $         5 
 

   Ash Wednesday   $     149 
 

   Monthly Offering   $  1,908 
 

   Religious Education  $     227 
 

   Children’s Offering  $         6 
 

2021 Parish Share  $2,965 
 

2021 Parish Share to Date  $11,216 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Please make all checks payable to 
 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

A Fish Fry Near You…Take-Out Only 
 

This year Fish Fry will be Take Out only 
with curbside delivery. 

 

Saint Michael Fish Fry 
Fridays of Lent - 4:00-7:00 pm 

 

Queen of the Rosary Fish Fry 
Fridays of Lent - 11:00 am - 6:30 pm 

 

Fish Fry Volunteers 
   For the annual Parish Fish Fry to be a success, a 
great number of hands are needed to carry the load. 
If we all work together as a family, the Fish Fry will 
continue to be such a great success. 
   If you are able to work the Fish Fry, please 
complete the Volunteer Form below and return to the 
Parish Office as soon as possible. 
Thank You for making our Fish Fry Special! 

 

See you at the Fish Fry! 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Take-Out Only 
 
 

with Curbside Pick-up 
 

For:   Saint Michael, Elizabeth 
call 412-751-0663, Extension 7 

or 
For:  Queen of the Rosary, Glassport 

call 412-872-5136 or 412-672-7209 
 

Menu 
Baked or Fried Fish or Shrimp Dinner  $10.00 

Includes: Baked or Fried Fish Sandwich or Shrimp; 
choice of Haluski, Mac & Cheese or Pierogies; 

& Cole Slaw 
 

Ala Carte Items 
  Fried Fish Sandwich    $8.00 
  Fried Shrimp      $8.00 
  Haluski         $2.00 
  Mac & Cheese      $2.00 
  Pierogies (3)       $2.00 
  Dozen Pierogies     $7.00 
  Cole Slaw        $2.00 
 

Thank you for supporting our Fish Frys! Serra Catholic 8th Grade Discovery Day 
Don’t miss this opportunity on 

Saturday, March 6, 2021 from 9:30 - 11:30 am 
to investigate why Serra Catholic students excel in 
the classroom, on the field and in life! 

Current 8th grade students will explore our campus 
and meet Serra students and faculty. 

Students will be placed in small groups, 
follow an abbreviated schedule, 

and get answers to all their questions. 
Please Pre-Register at serrahs.org  
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Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

March 8, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church 

Elizabeth, PA 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 
   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
with Benediction to conclude the recitation of the 
Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second 
Monday of the Month. 

All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 
 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our 
Service Men and Women who are 
serving on active duty in the Armed 
Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 
Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian 
Baskerville, USAF; Col. Richard 
Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. 
Nicholas DeLuca, Army; Ens. 
David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig 

Dolhi, Army; Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob 
Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; SPC 
Samuel Formica, Army National Guard; Capt. Markus 
Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason 
Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. 
James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ 
Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; 
Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; Staff Sgt. Timothy 
Oeler, USAF; LTJG. Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. Stephanie 
A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, Army 
National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, USAF 
Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Capt. Andrew 
Tkac, Army. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

May God Bless Our Health Care Workers 
and All First Responders. 

Spring Fling TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Try a chance at winning a total of 
$4000.00 in the month of April. 

Minimum payout is $100.00. 
$10.00 per ticket with 30 chances to win! 

Pays out on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. No bonus numbers. 

Thank You for your support! 

Upcoming Events 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on Monday, 
March 1, 2021 at 7:30 pm 

in the St. Michael - Archangel Hall. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, February 28, 2021 - 12 Noon to 6:00 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 
Take-Out Only 412-673-3915 

 

Festival Specialty Baskets 
Thank you so much for your generosity! 

   We continue to receive items in our labeled specialty 
baskets. All these donations will start us on our way to 
designing the beautiful baskets that are an important part 
of our Saints Joachim & Anne Community Parish Festival. 
P.S. Look in the clearance aisle. Save money while you donate! 
 

BASKET THEMES: 
 Holiday Themes: New Year’s Day, Valentines Day, 

St. Patrick Day, July 4th, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc 
 Cleaning: cleaner, sponges, soaps, dusting items, etc 
 Going Green: environmentally friendly products 
 Puzzle Basket: crossword, word search, sodoku, etc 
 Toys: Hot Wheels Basket, etc 
 Gardening: hose, shovels, watering can, hoe, etc 
 Car Spa: car shine, sponge & chamois, wax, wheel & 

window cleaner, wiper fluid, etc 
 

   If you are interested in being involved with the festival 
please contact Cathy, 412-980-2918 or 412-672-8666. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
We couldn't do it without your help. 

 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!!!!! 
Our craft basket area needs your talent! 

   What better way to spend a cold, snowy winter day 
than by creating your special crafts for our Saints 
Joachim and Anne Community Parish Festival. 
Floral arrangements, wreaths, wood working, 
afghans, baby items, etc. 
   Donations can be dropped off at each church in the 
gather space. If you have any questions, please call 
Cathy, 412-980-2918. 

Thank you for you time, talents and support 
of our parish festival!!! 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Community Festival 2021 

is scheduled for 

August 5, 6, 7, 2021 


