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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

The Pittsburgh Catholic is now Online. 
thepittsburghcatholic.wpccomstating.com 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: 213FaithForm@gmail.com 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

March 14 - 21, 2021 
 

Saturday, 13, Vigil, Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Marguerite Oeler - Bob & Marge Dietrick 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Parents - Fran & Nell Gradich 
 

Daylight Savings Time Begins, Sunday, March 14, 2021. 
Before going to bed on Saturday night, 

Spring Ahead One Hour. 
 

Sunday, 14, Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

StE   8:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T Cindy Langford - Brother, Steve & Deb Delmaster 
 

QoR 10:30 am M Mary Mularsky - Family & Friends 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Betty Kaczkowski - Bob & Cathy Macey 
 

Monday, 15, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Lucille Honacki - Terry Tkac 
 

Novena - Infant of Prague 
 

StM   9:00 am  Kate Rost – Andrew & Shirley Beamon 
 

Tuesday, 16, Lenten Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Helen Gogoel - Mary & Curt Briggs & Family 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Jimmy Yanity - Tim Runtich 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 17, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Eugene Komondor - Theresa Komondor 
 

StM   9:00 am  Kenneth Sieler – Audrey Benz 
 

Thursday, 18, Lenten Weekday 
 

StE   8:30 am   Frank Kaloski - Pauline, Kathy & John Kaloski 
 

 

StM   9:00 am  John Paoletti - Loraine Madden & Mary Ann Wascola 
 

Friday, 19, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Joseph & George Shimko - John & Susie Spanbauer 
 

StM   9:00 am  Takacs & Lancos Families - Stephanie 
 

QoR   6:30 pm  Stations of the Cross 
 

StM   7:00 pm  Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, 20, Vigil, Fifith Sunday of Lent 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Irene George - Edgar George & Family 
 

StE   6:00 pm T John Gogoel,Jr. - Gloria, Ed & Family 
 

Sunday, 21, Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

StE   8:00 am T Bernard Bubanic- Family & Friends 
 

StM   9:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

QoR 10:30 am T John Panek - Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Jennifer Tour - Children, Mom & Paul 
 

      Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 
 
 

Repent and Return to the Gospel! 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 14, 2021 

   Is there something to Lent that goes 
beyond our own spiritual house 
cleaning and spiritual refinement? Yes, 
there is! It has to do with listening and 

learning so that we can take up the task of the Gospel with 
greater clarity and fortitude. While the spiritual refocusing of 
Lent is necessary, the fruit of this Lenten conversion has 
much more to do with learning how we can be a better 
Church than it does about our eternal salvation. Salvation is a 
gift that flows out of God’s unconditional Mercy and cannot 
be merited. The spiritual maturity we can experience as a 
result of our Lenten disciplines serves to reduce the anxiety 
and apprehension we may experience as messengers of 
good, but very challenging, and unsettling, news. 
   St. Oscar Romero said that, a church that doesn’t 

provoke any crises, a gospel that doesn’t unsettle, a 

word of God that doesn’t get under anyone’s skin, a 

word of God that doesn’t touch the real sin of the society 

in which it is being proclaimed, what gospel is that? 

When we listen to those descriptive and provocative words, 

do they resonate with anything in our experience? As 

messengers of the Gospel, we are called to bring an 

unsettling message to the world. If our main concern is 

protecting our self-interests, then we are missing something 

huge! Many really struggle with being rejected, dismissed, or 

perceived as someone who is speaking out of turn. There is a 

counter cultural message that must be preached that clearly 

sides with the poor, marginalized, victimized, oppressed, 

neglected, disregarded, and lost souls throughout the world. 

There is a widespread misery among the peoples that is all 

too often allowed to fester with no one coming forward to 

offer a change or resolution. 

   The Church can speak to the needed structural changes 

that will allow people to earn just wages, feed their families 

and share abundantly and equally in the gifts of God’s good 

earth. Such a vision is not some optimistic fairy tale, but the 

vision of the Creator himself. Lent reminds us, as St. Oscar 

Romero also states, that, we are workers, not master 

builder, ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a 

future not our own. We are not called to labor simply for the 

benefit of the here and now but of the what is to come. Our 

myopic vision can be replaced by a more far reaching Lenten 

vision that is much greater and deeper in scope. As long as 

we are carrying the right blueprints with us and our thoughts 

extend beyond ourselves, then even the little things we do 

and the simplest prayer we utter go a long way. They give 

witness to our preference for the light of Christ and not the 

darkness of error and sin.   ©LPi 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, Co-Children, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis   Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, especially: 

Rudolph Smoley, 
Paul McDonald brother of Ann Sibole, 

all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them. 

March Rosary Intention 
That we may experience the sacrament 
of reconciliation with renewed depth, 

to taste the infinite mercy of God. 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 
   The end of 2 Chronicles claims that all the 
princes of Judah, the priests, and the people were 
continuously unfaithful to their covenant with God. 
This infidelity ultimately led to seventy years of 
exile in Babylon, after which Cyrus, the Persian 
ruler who conquered Babylon, allows the people of 
Israel to return home and rebuild their temple; the 
Psalmist reflects on the bitterness of those seventy 
years. Paul is lyrical in praising God who is rich in 
mercy and who brought us to life with Christ, 
while the evangelist recounts preaching by Jesus on 
this same theme. This is the section of John that 
includes the oft-memorized John 3:16: For God so 
loved the word . . . All three readings emphasize 
God’s desire to rescue—or redeem—humanity from 
pain and suffering.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

 

Everyday Stewardship -  
Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

Awake, O Sleeper! 
This morning came a little earlier than I would have liked 
— Daylight Savings Time always does. Sometimes that 
morning sunlight seems more intrusive than illuminating. 
You’re still half-lost in sleep, and that sun is demanding of 
you a lot more than you’re ready to give.  
   I’ve said it, and I’m sure you’ve said it, too. Just five 
more minutes. You hit the snooze button on your iPhone 
once (maybe twice? Show of hands?) and turn away from 
the window.   
   So many kings of the Old Testament were steadfast in 
their sleepy ways, rejecting the light their God tried to 
share with them. Likewise, John tells us that, though Light 
— Christ — was sent into the world, the world preferred 
darkness.  
   Sometimes it seems, when reading through Scripture, 
that all throughout salvation history, God has been trying 
to pull back the curtains, to rouse us from our defiant 
slumber. And we resist Him. Time and time again, we 
resist Him. 
   Light brings a certain responsibility with it. It seems to 
compel productivity. Furthermore, there’s no hiding in the 
light. Any photographer worth his salt knows how to 
manipulate it, highlighting the good and casting some 
merciful shade on the bad. 
   As we enter into the fourth week of Lent, we’re getting 
so close to the main event. Can we handle the light that 
will come on Easter morning, bursting into the tomb as the 
stone is rolled away? Can we keep ourselves from hitting 
the snooze button on our souls, and sit up to face the 
dawn of a new day?    Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS   ©LPi 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Lenten Opportunities 

 

Daily Mass 
 

Reconciliation 
 

Mass & Adoration 
of the Eucharist 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Tuesday Evening - Mass - 6:30 pm 

Adoration & Confession - 7:00-7:30 pm 
 

Stations of the Cross, Fridays of Lent 
Queen of the Rosary Church  6:30 pm 
Saint Michael Church    7:00 pm 

 

Faith, Fellowship, & Food 
Adult Education Series for Lent 2021 

The Lamb’s Supper with Scott Hahn 
Lent Series - Tuesday Evenings 

thru - March 23, 2021 

Forming a Marriage Prep Team 
   Faith Formation is looking for couples and widows/
widowers (young & young at heart) who would like to 
share the joys and challenges of a Catholic marriage with 
engaged couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage. 
   There would be a commitment of 2 Saturdays plus 2 
planning meetings a year. If you are interested or have 
questions, please call Julie, 412-754-0886 or email her, 
213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   There will be an informational meeting for anyone 
interested in joining the team in early March, with the hope 
of having a Saturday Marriage Prep sometime in May. 

Saint Joachim and Anne Parish 
Easter Flower Memorials - 2021 

 

___ St. Eugene   ___ St. Michael   ___ Queen of the Rosary 
 

Please Print 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Requested by   
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Donation $__________  Phone #  _______________________ 
 

Suggested Donation $10.00 
Deadline Monday, March 22, 2021 

Please place in an envelope marked Easter Flowers 
Memorial and deposit in the collection. Thank You! 
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. . . and Divine Rescue 
 The return from exile in Babylon was second only 
to the Exodus from Egypt as a founding narrative 
shaping the Jewish identity into which Jesus was 
born and in which his church took root and began to 
grow. If we read between the lines of the two New 
Testament readings from today, we can see the 
outlines of this same pattern of God bringing 
humanity from sorrow into joy: The Hebrews’ 
slavery in Egypt and the Judeans’ exile in Babylonia 
reveal a universal truth, that we belong to the God 
who is “rich in mercy,” and we are assured that when 
we were dead in our transgressions, God so loved 
the world that he sent Jesus to be the way of our 
redemption, our salvation. 
   The Fourth Sunday of Lent is sometimes called 
Laetare Sunday, or Rejoice! Sunday. Even if we 
feel overwhelmed by the darkness of sin (our own and 

others’), wondering whether God really is working on 
our behalf, we can put our faith in today’s Word that 
it is so. For this, we can truly rejoice—we are more 
than halfway to Easter!   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 

God’s Mercy 
   Today’s reading from the second book of Chronicles 
contains a sort of mini-history of Israel. It highlights 
God’s mercies in choosing Cyrus the Persian to be an 
instrument of deliverance when the people were in 
captivity in Babylon. Despite their sinfulness and the 
deserved punishment they were undergoing, God’s 
mercy was lavished on the people in the form of a 
miraculous act of liberation. 
   The Letter to the Ephesians, in much more 
theological terms, gives a similar account of a God 
who brought us to life with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved. The author stresses that it was 
when we were dead in our transgressions that God 
saved us, an act of pure grace. He emphasizes that it 
is not our own efforts that freed us from sin (this is 
not from you); rather, it is the gift of God. This, of 
course, is the heart of the entire Pauline corpus, that 
salvation comes to us by faith in God’s mercy, 
revealed in the death of Jesus. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

God Upholds Me  —St. Patrick 

I take for my sureties:  The power of God to guide me, 
 the might of God to uphold me, 
 the wisdom of God to teach me, 
 the eye of God to watch over me, 
 the ear of God to hear me, 
 the word of God to give me speech, 
 the hand of God to protect me, 
 the way of God to go before me, 
 the shield of God to shelter me. 

Human history . . . 
   Today’s reading from 2 Chronicles is the 
conclusion of these two volumes, a brief summary of 
Judah’s infidelity under a sequence of kings and the 
subsequent seventy years of exile in Babylon. This 
abbreviated sequence recaps the events treated in 
earlier chapters, concluding with Jerusalem being 
conquered and its inhabitants deported by to 
Babylon.  
   After the Babylonians were conquered by Cyrus 
and the Persians, Cyrus built the great Persian 
Empire that covered almost the entire ancient Near 
East. Unlike the earlier Assyrians and Babylonians, 
Cyrus did not rule by deporting and enslaving 
peoples he defeated. Instead, he organized his empire 
into regional governments and funded their 
construction projects, ruling over all with the title 
King of Kings (among others). In this spirit, Cyrus 
urged the exiles to return to Jerusalem to rebuild their 
temple and their native culture. In Jewish terms, 
Cyrus was a messiah (Hebrew), or a christos (Greek), 
someone anointed by God to carry out this divine 
mission.       Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

 

Feast of Faith:  Lent, a Season of the Word 
   Each year on the First Sunday of Lent we hear one 
of the Gospel accounts of the temptation of Jesus. In 
Luke’s account, the devil cites the scriptures 
repeatedly, urging Jesus to interpret them in a false, 
self-serving way—if God sends angels to protect 
those whom God loves (as it says in Psalm 91), then 
prove it! But Jesus resists this insidious temptation 
by turning to scripture passages that tell of right 
relationship with God—living by God’s word, 
trusting in God, and worshiping God alone. 
   Jesus himself listened to the inspired word of God 
and let it shape and form him. Through the liturgy, 
we do the same. The readings we hear at Mass can 
teach us, but that is not their primary function. 
Rather, the scriptures are meant to reveal the Lord to 
us, to let us experience his presence, and to form us 
in our Christian identity. Christ’s presence is realized 
by his spoken word, since it is he himself who 
speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read in the 
Church (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 7). In 
the readings proclaimed at Mass, we hear the voice 
of Christ himself. 
 

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 

St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of 
Schied & Kessler  Families from Family. 

St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of 
Hertweck & Wagner Families from Family 
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Protecting God’s Children 
Safe Environment for Children 

   To take reasonable measures to assure that Church 
personnel comply with all required certifications and 
background checks for the purpose of providing a safe 
environment for children. 

Diocesan Database 
& Regulations for all Ministries 

   All parish staff and volunteers including: Faith Formation - 
Catechists, Class Aides, R.C.I.A. Team, Youth Ministry; 
Liturgical and Music Ministry - Adult Servers, Cantors, Choir, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Ushers; Parish Organizations - 
Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild, Holy Name Society, Knight’s 
of Columbus, Ladies of Charity, Rosary Society; Fund Raising - 
Festival, Fish Fry, Fund-Raising Worker, etc. are required by 
the USCCB, the Diocese of Pittsburgh and Saints Joachim and 
Anne Parish to be cleared in the following ways: 
1. Be registered on the Diocesan Data Base. 
2. Sign the Code of Pastoral Conduct. 
3. Be cleared by the Department of Public Welfare. 
4. Be cleared by the Pennsylvania State Police. 
5. Attend Protecting God’s Children Seminar. 
   The Protecting God’s Children Seminar (an online 3 hour 
seminar) is a requirement of the National Conference of 
Bishops, Diocesan and Parish for all adults 18 years of age or 
older who are involved in the public ministry (work) of the 
church. 

For more information, questions, or to begin the process 
of certification, please call Jeannie, 412-751-0663, 

Parish Safe Environment Coordinator. 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   I was blind and now I see (John 9:25). In marriage 
we may not be physically blind but we still need to 
look deeply to understand the other’s hurts and fears 
in order to see the whole person. 

 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   If you have more than one child, who is your 
favorite? What a terrible question to ask a parent! 
But there’s one wise answer: Each of them can be 
your favorite in a different way. Tell each of your 
children what makes them special to you. 

 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Today’s gospel speaks of light and darkness. Often 
a parent is deliberately left in the dark. Darkness 
can be comforting for it makes no demands on us. 
Light can be disturbing for it forces us to take action. 
Parents walk a delicate balance of when to sit in the 
dark and when to turn on the lights. 
 

The Son was sent by God so that 
the world might be saved through him. 

—John 3:14-21  

Mary Garden Beautification Project 
   The Mary Garden Beautification 
Project is being inspired by our 
parish Youth Group. The Mary 
Garden Project is being planned for 
the right side of Saint Michael 
Church (Bell Tower Side). 
   Currently there are a few different 
options, (a new Virgin Mary statue, 
stone & concrete work, water feature, 
various plants & flowers) and your 

thoughts and ideas about what should be done 
within that space are valuable and important. 
   Also anyone with landscape design experience 
and is willing to assist with the planning and 
preparation of the layout of the garden would be 
greatly appreciated. This will be an extensive 
facelift to the church grounds. 
   All support, time, talent, and treasure, for the 
Mary Garden Project will be greatly appreciated. 
   If you have any ideas or suggestions or would like 
to volunteer your time, talent, and treasure to this 
Mary Garden Project, 

please email the Faith Formation office at 
213FaithForm@gmail.com 

or call 412-754-0886. 
Please keep the Mary Garden Project 

in your prayers. 
Thank you for your support and prayers. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
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Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
 

412-754-0886    Email: 213faithform@gmail.com 
Facebook: FaithFormation-EGSA 

 

Enlisting Witnesses For Jesus Christ 

First Holy Communion 
Sunday, April 11, 2021 

 

Confirmation 
Monday, April 12, 2021 

Show the Love 
Jesus commanded us to love our neighbor as we love 
ourselves, and that can be difficult especially amid this 
Covid-19 pandemic. Now through Palm Sunday, we are 
asking for different items for different charity groups so 
that we can continue to help our neighbors near and far. 
Please place your gifts in the Bins at the altar. 

Pasta and Sauce 
Any type of pasta including Mac & Cheese, 

Hamburger Helper, etc. Please make sure the sauce 
is in cans or plastic jars. 

Thank you for your kindness and support! 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic 
Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon John Ragan 
Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

St. Michael Meeting Room 
Grandparents are also welcome at these classes. 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or 
emailing 213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
 

Thursday Afternoon 
Saint Michael, Meeting Room 

Beginning April 8, 2021 - 1:00-2:30 pm 
This is a six (6) week program. 

Please RSVP to Jan, 412-751-0663 
so that we may prepare materials. 

 

If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 
this is an ongoing way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Faith, Fellowship, & Food 
Adult Education Series for Lent 2021 

The Lamb’s Supper with Scott Hahn 
Lent Series - March 16 - March 30, 2021 

 

For this Lent we will be journeying with 
Scott Hahn’s book The Lamb’s Supper. 

 

Our Lenten Tuesday Evenings begin at 6:45 pm 
in Saint Michael - Archangel Hall 
with prayer, a video presentation, 

and a small group discussion. 
Donation for materials is $10 per person. 

 

Due to Covid-19 guidelines 
there will be no meal. 

 
 

Please contact Sue at sformicaym@comcast.net 
or 412-926-8412 to register, and joins us 

as we learn more about our Catholic Faith. 

For more information or to register, 
please email 213Youth@gmail.com 
or call Mrs. Formica, 412-754-0886 

Save the Date …. 
Family Fun Night & Car Cruise 

Friday, June 18, 2021 
Sponsored by Youth Ministry 

Candy for Easter Egg Hunt 
on Holy Saturday 

Donations of wrapped Easter candy that can fit into a 
plastic easter eggs would be greatly appreciated. 
Donations can be left in the Gathering Space or 
brought to the Office. Thank you for you generosity! 

Thank You!   Thank You! 
230 Blessing Bags   40 Dozen Cookies 

25 Youth & Adult Volunteers 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
mailto:sformicaym@comcast.net


 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
—a day at a time. 

Sunday, Mar 14; Fourth Sunday of Lent 
2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23; Ephesians 2:4-10; John 3:14-21 

Don’t look at me—During Lent, it’s easy to imagine we’re 
scoring points with heaven by all this fasting, praying, and 
almsgiving. Giving up binge- watching for a season, spending 
15 minutes daily in contemplation, or funding a different cause 
each Friday are all worthy activities that may deepen our 
commitment to faithful living. None of these practices will 
actually buy us a ticket to paradise, however. Grace is free and 
unearned, so we can’t boast about it. Our Lenten practices are 
simply our way of saying Thank You to the Giver of all good 
gifts. It is the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one 
may boast. 
 

Monday, Mar 15; Lenten Weekday 
Isaiah 65:17-21; John 4:43-54 

Engender cooperation There have been some famous male/
female teams in the history of Catholic religious orders. 
Benedict and Scholastica, Francis and Clare, Teresa of Ávila 
and John of the Cross. Another team included Vincent de Paul 
and Louise de Marillac, whose feast day is today. While Vincent 
founded the Vincentians, together he and Louise cofounded the 
Daughters of Charity. Today, there are 14,000 Daughters of 
Charity serving the poor all over the world. Commit to improving 
gender relations in your daily interactions. When woman and 
men feel free to make their unique contributions, great things 
can happen. Unless you people see signs and wonders, you 
will not believe. 
 

Tuesday, Mar 16; Lenten Weekday 
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; John 5:1-16 

Healing water everywhere—The custom of dipping a finger 
into holy water and making the sign of the cross upon entering a 
church serves to remind us of our Baptism, whereby we first 
entered the Catholic Church. But the waters of Baptism do 
much more, altering our metaphysical makeup in a profound 
way. Christians adopted the ritual from John the Baptist, but the 
practice has even more ancient roots. It’s tied to the Jewish use 
of mikvahs, purifying pools—including those mentioned in the 
Bible, like Bethesda and Siloam—that believers visited to 
cleanse themselves of sickness and sin. Let your own bathing 
rituals remind you of your baptismal promises. They shall be 
watered by the flow from the sanctuary. 
 

Wednesday, Mar 17; Patrick, bishop, missionary 
Isaiah 49:8-15; John 5:17-30 

Offer an Irish-inspired blessing—As the church and the Irish, 
and all who are Irish for the day, celebrate the feast of Saint 
Patrick, let’s also celebrate what we know of this remarkable 
fifth-century saint who brought the message of Christ to Ireland. 
Patrick writes in his Confession of his homeland (Roman 
Britain), his youthful captivity by pirates, his conversion, and his 
deepening desire to proclaim God’s presence. There is no 

mention of snakes or shamrocks, but there is strong testament 
to Patrick’s missionary zeal: That is why I cannot be silent . . . 
about such great blessings and such a gift that the Lord so 
kindly bestowed in the land of my captivity. Look for God’s 
presence in this day and share your own good news. I cannot 
do anything on my own; . . . because I do not seek my own 
will but the will of the one who sent me. 
 

Thursday, Mar 18; Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop 
Exodus 32:7-14; John 5:31-47 

Explore the roots of your faith—Saint Cyril of Jerusalem was 
a scholar and catechist at heart, but he spent years embroiled in 
the Arian heresy, which denied the divinity of Christ. He spent 
16 of his 35 years as Jerusalem’s archbishop in exile over 
Arianism and political wrangling. Although he died in 386, it took 
until 1882 for him to be declared a doctor of the church for his 
significant theological contributions, many written for adults 
joining the church. In keeping with Saint Cyril’s dedication to 
catechesis, devote some time today to learning more about your 
faith. The works that the Father gave me to accomplish . . . 
testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me. 
 

Friday, Mar 19; Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Romans 4:13, 16- 18, 22; 

Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Luke 2:41-51. 
Try a little tenderness—When God’s plans collided with his, 
Joseph attended to a calling beyond the law or custom of his 
day. He must have felt angry, betrayed, confused. But he also 
knew something greater was at stake than simply following rigid 
Mosaic code, which would have demanded stoning a woman 
found to be with child before marriage. Instead, he trusted 
Mary and trusted the dream that brought him angelic counsel. 
As Pope Francis said in his homily on this feast day in 2013, in 
[Joseph’s] heart we see great tenderness, which is not the 
virtue of the weak but rather a sign of strength. Practice 
tenderness—the sign of a strong heart! He did as the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his 
home. 
 

Saturday, Mar 20; Lenten Weekday 
Jeremiah 11:18-20; John 7:40-53 

Lie low to be raised high—In 1812, six young women joined to 
devote their lives to providing care and education for Catholic 
families living in Kentucky. Nineteen-year-old Catherine 
Spaulding from Maryland was chosen to lead the group that 
became the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth (S.C.N.). Mother 
Catherine guided the congregation for 45 years, until her death 
on March 20, 1858. Today 550 S.C.N. sisters serve in 20 states 
and four foreign countries. Find your own quiet path of humility 
so that you, too, can be exalted. Never before has anyone 
spoken like this man. 
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. 

For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, 
go to PrepareTheWord.com. 
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Take-Out Only with Curbside Pick-up 
 

For:   Saint Michael, Elizabeth 
Fridays of Lent - 4:00-7:00 pm 

call 412-751-0663, Extension 7 or 5 
 

For:  Queen of the Rosary, Glassport 
Fridays of Lent - 11:00 am - 6:30 pm 
call 412-872-5136 or 412-672-7209 

 

Menu 
Baked or Fried Fish or Shrimp Dinner  $10.00 

Includes: Baked or Fried Fish Sandwich or Shrimp; 
choice of Haluski, Mac & Cheese or Pierogies; 

& Cole Slaw 
 

Ala Carte Items 
  Fried Fish Sandwich    $8.00 
  Fried Shrimp      $8.00 
  Haluski         $2.00 
  Mac & Cheese      $2.00 
  Pierogies (3)       $2.00 
  Dozen Pierogies     $7.00 
  Cole Slaw        $2.00 
 

Thank You for making our Fish Fry Special! 

Parish Share - 2021 
The Parish Share Program collection has begun. 

   There has been a delay in the printing of the 
Brochure & Pledge Cards. You will be receiving this 
year’s information after March 12, 2021. 
   Parish Share is much different than a one-time 
special collection: It is a commitment of making a 
regular extra gift over the entire year, using either 
the PSP envelope in the packet, or the monthly 
reminder or your On-Line Giving. 
   Each donation makes a difference, because all 
parishes participate in it, and the gifts of many 
enable the local Church of Pittsburgh to provide 
needed ministries and services that parishes alone 
could not offer. These include promoting vocations 
to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life, 
Catholic education, and parish services. Recall too 
the incentive this year: the more we collect, the more 
that remains with us for our use here at Saints 
Joachim and Anne. Thank you for your sacrifice! 

New Monthly Envelope 
   The Capital Improvement, Upkeep, Building 
& Grounds and Utility/Energy or Fuel envelopes 
has been replaced with a Monthly Envelope. 
   A suggested offering for each Family is $20 to 
the Monthly Envelope. These monies will be used 
to assist in the upkeep of parish property and help 
cover the cost of energy and utilities. 
 

Faith Formation Envelope 
In your offertory packet, there is a 

special envelope for Faith Formation. 
Thank You For Your Support! 

Time, Talent, and Treasure 
 

February 28, 2021 
 

   Weekly Offering   $14,758.05 
 

   Monthly Offering   $  2,986 
 

   Religious Education  $     201 
 

   Children’s Offering  $       79 
 

   Human Development $       16 
 

2021 Parish Share  $3,540 
 

2021 Parish Share to Date  $19,851 
 

2021 Parish Share Goal  $137,788 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Please make all checks payable to 
 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Pre-Cana - Marriage Preparation Class 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 from 9 am — 4 pm 

Saint Joseph the Worker Parish 
St. Maurice Church, Forest Hills, PA 

Talks on having a Sacramental Marriage. This interactive 
day is run by clergy and couples. If you are planning a 
2021 or early 2022 Wedding and have not completed the 
marriage preparation program you are invited to attend. 
Reservations are required and the cost is $60 per couple. 

For  more information or to register, please call 
the St. Joseph the Worker Parish Office, 412-271-0809. 

We will be making sure that all precautions for your health 
and safety are followed for this session. Masks must be 
worn at all times, social distancing will be in effect and we 
are limiting the number of registrations. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Food Bank Sunday 

   We accept all non-perishable food items and paper 
products to administer to the needy of our local 
community on the Third Sunday of the Month. 

   Items needed nonperishable food items, baby 
supplies, cleaning supplies, paper products, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and 
leave them in the Gathering Space of the Church. 
Cash or checks are also welcome. 

Kind deeds change lives, Thank You! 
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Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

April 19, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church 

Elizabeth, PA 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 
   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
with Benediction to conclude the recitation of the 
Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second 
Monday of the Month. 

All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 
 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service Men 
and Women who are serving on active duty in 
the Armed Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 
Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, 

USAF; Col. Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas 
DeLuca, Army; Ens. David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig 
Dolhi, Army; Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob 
Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; SPC 
Samuel Formica, Army National Guard; Capt. Markus 
Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason 
Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. 
James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ 
Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; 
Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; Staff Sgt. Timothy 
Oeler, USAF; LTJG. Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. Stephanie 
A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, Army 
National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, USAF 
Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Capt. Andrew 
Tkac, Army.   Thank you for your service! 

May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 
 

May God Bless Our Health Care Workers 
and All First Responders. 

Spring Fling TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Try a chance at winning a total of 
$4000.00 in the month of April. 

Minimum payout is $100.00. 
$10.00 per ticket with 30 chances to win! 

Pays out on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. No bonus numbers. 

Thank You for your support! 

Upcoming Events 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on Monday, 
April 5, 2021 at 7:30 pm 

in the St. Michael - Archangel Hall. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, March 28, 2021 - 12 Noon to 6:00 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 
Take-Out Only 412-673-3915 

 

Festival Specialty Baskets 
Thank you so much for your generosity! 

   We continue to receive items in our labeled specialty 
baskets. All these donations will start us on our way to 
designing the beautiful baskets that are an important part 
of our Saints Joachim & Anne Community Parish Festival. 
P.S. Look in the clearance aisle. Save money while you donate! 
 

BASKET THEMES: 
 Holiday Themes: New Year’s Day, Valentines Day, 

St. Patrick Day, July 4th, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc 
 Cleaning: cleaner, sponges, soaps, dusting items, etc 
 Going Green: environmentally friendly products 
 Puzzle Basket: crossword, word search, sodoku, etc 
 Toys: Hot Wheels Basket, etc 
 Gardening: hose, shovels, watering can, hoe, etc 
 Car Spa: car shine, sponge & chamois, wax, wheel & 

window cleaner, wiper fluid, etc 
 

   If you are interested in being involved with the festival 
please contact Cathy, 412-980-2918 or 412-672-8666. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
We couldn't do it without your help. 

 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!!!!! 
Our craft basket area needs your talent! 

   What better way to spend a cold, snowy winter day 
than by creating your special crafts for our Saints 
Joachim and Anne Community Parish Festival. 
Floral arrangements, wreaths, wood working, 
afghans, baby items, etc. 
   Donations can be dropped off at each church in the 
gather space. If you have any questions, please call 
Cathy, 412-980-2918. 

Thank you for you time, talents and support 
of our parish festival!!! 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Community Festival 2021 

is scheduled for 
August 5, 6, 7, 2021 


