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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

The Pittsburgh Catholic is now Online. 
thepittsburghcatholic.wpccomstating.com 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: 213FaithForm@gmail.com 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

March 21 - 28, 2021 
 

Saturday, 20, Vigil, Fifith Sunday of Lent 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Irene George - Edgar George & Family 
 

StE   6:00 pm T John Gogoel, Jr. - Gloria, Ed & Family 
 

Sunday, 21, Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

StE   8:00 am T Bernard Bubanic- Family & Friends 
 

StM   9:00 am M Joseph & Vincent Ignatius - Judy & Mary Jo 
 

QoR 10:30 am T John Panek - Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Jennifer Tour - Children, Mom & Paul 
 

      Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Monday, 22, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Frances & Ed Corbin - Terry Tkac 
 

Novena - Infant of Prague 
 

StM   9:00 am  Michael Gogoel, III – Casey Wagner 
 

Tuesday, 23, Lenten Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Bertha & Saundra Curran - Kris Watts & Family 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Health of Ermin Wirfel - Family 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 24, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Angelo Schinosi - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Elko & Oeler Families – George & Mary Alice 
 

Thursday, 25, The Annunciation of the Lord 
 

StE   8:30 am   Patricia & Mary Beth Runtich - Betty Runtich 
 

 

StM   9:00 am  Don Geletko - Family & Friends 
 

Friday, 26, Lenten Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Theresa Zyra - Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am  Barbara Radocay - Family 
 

QoR   6:30 pm  Stations of the Cross 
 

StM   7:00 pm  Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, 27, Vigil, Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Linda Booth - Jim & Johann Franciscus 
 

StE   6:00 pm M Harold ‘Buzz’ Phillips - Louise & Family 
 

Sunday, 28, Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

StE   8:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T Joseph Lord - Audrey & Casey 
 

QoR 10:30 am M Arthur Tomko - Arlene Stanczak 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Joshua David Huwalt - Pappy & Grannyma Stanton 
 

      Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 
 

If a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 
it produces much fruit. 

—John 12:20-33      
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 21, 2021 

   Any good teacher or parent will 
tell you that once a lesson is 
really learned it doesn’t need to 
be taught again. When we 
internalize things we have 

learned, they become a part of who we are and influence 
how we perceive and interact with our world. The same is 
true for the law God has written upon our hearts. Once 
humanity learns this lesson, we will simply know it to be true 
and act accordingly.  Sometimes, it is hard to get people to 
learn the lessons they need to learn. They are often 
distracted, disinterested, conflicted, misdirected, or just too 
stubborn and unable or unwilling to see what is right before 
their eyes. Understanding that God is in a loving and 
committed relationship with those fashioned and formed in 
God’s own image, seems like such a simple lesson to learn. 
But history and experience has proven that it is not. 
   We struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks us to 
learn something very particular about ourselves. We must, 
like a grain of wheat, fall to the ground and die. Because 
God’s DNA is at the very core of who we are, there are 
specific pearls of wisdom that must be acquired before we 
can live a full life. One very powerful lesson is that it is not the 
task of the world to tell us who we are and what has 
meaning, but God. For many, death is not an opportunity for 
greater life but a permanent ending to the life they have 
known. Jesus knew every dimension to what it means to be 
fully human because he was! He knows the joys, limitations, 
sorrows, frustrations, wonders, suffering, opportunities, and 
joys of the human experience. Jesus can teach us a wealth 
of knowledge and life’s lessons from his example, especially 
obedience. 
   When we accept the law God has placed in our hearts and 

gain wisdom from it, then when we suffer we learn to listen 

more attentively to the Voice behind that law. We naturally 

flee to our Creator for inspiration, consolation, hope, 

direction, and comfort as we navigate through this time of 

darkness. We will not need to run from it, subdue it, fight it, or 

be overcome by it because we will know, having internalized 

this profound lesson before, that God will bring new life. 

God’s law is love and love never fails. Even in the moments 

of Jesus’ deepest despair, he glorified the name of his 

Father. What he learned allowed him to put everything in 

perspective and be obedient to the tender, loving Voice that 

echoed within. As Lent quickly winds down, may we learn the 

same! Then, may we gain the fortitude and wisdom to help 

others see what is right before their eyes.     ©LPi 
 

Christ learned obedience and became 

the source of eternal salvation.      —Hebrews 5:7-9 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, Co-Children, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis   Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, especially: 

Jack Helsel, Michael J. Gogoel, III, 
brother of Barb Pascotti and Michele Boyd, 

Sandra Pomycala, 
all who will die today, 

and those who have no one to pray for them. 
Resting in Paradise. 

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 
May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them. 

March Rosary Intention 
That we may experience the sacrament 
of reconciliation with renewed depth, 

to taste the infinite mercy of God. 
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Fifth Sunday of  Lent 
   The prophet Jeremiah, in today’s first reading, is looking 
beyond the often-messy history of Israel and Judah to a time 
when the people will no longer be disobedient to God, 
because God’s law will be written on their hearts—that is, 
their natural inclinations and desires will be oriented toward 
God’s will. The psalmist gives voice to the sorrow that Israel 
and Judah experienced in their separation from God Have 
mercy on me, O God . . . A clean heart create for me. 
According to Saint Paul, the earthly Jesus, son though he 
was, like his ethnic ancestors, he learned obedience from 
what he suffered. The Gospel reading is part of Jesus’ 
discourses not long before the Last Supper. Instead of a 
social encounter with Philip’s friends who had come to see 
him, Jesus is grappling with his approaching death and its 
ultimate meaning for the world. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Everyday Stewardship -  
Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

When Our Own Hour Comes 
   We parents know that it’s tricky, tackling the topic of fear 
with our kids. We want them to know that it’s okay to be 
scared, that it’s something we all feel from time to time. We 
want them to understand that bravery isn’t the absence of 
fear, but the choices we make in persevering despite that 
feeling. 
   Most of all, we want to model the right kind of behavior for 
our kids. Whatever our scary situation is — illness, a job 
loss, life changes — we want them to see us make a choice 
to face that fear head-on. 
   Jesus seems to be the parent who is gently broaching the 
topic of fear with his children. A great sense of foreboding 
hangs over these readings. Jesus knew what was coming. 
He knew it was going to be hard, both for him and for his 
followers, who did not have his courage. Even he admits to 
being troubled and he speaks of the time of judgment. 
There is the dramatic raising of Lazarus, the talk of how a 
grain of wheat must die in order to bear fruit, the depiction of 
Christ as an obedient student of his own suffering. 
 Yet what should I say? he asks them. 
  Father, save me from this hour? 
 But it was for this purpose that I came to this hour. 
   This week, Christ gives us a very parental gift: He shows 
us his fear, and he shows us how to conquer it. He 
challenges us to embrace the purpose for which we came to 
this hour — whatever that hour may hold. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS   ©LPi 
 

RISKS  —Anonymous 

I risk being wrong if I trust too much. 
But I risk living in torment if I don’t trust enough. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Lenten Opportunities 

 

Daily Mass 
 

Reconciliation 
 

Mass & Adoration 
of the Eucharist 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Tuesday Evening - Mass - 6:30 pm 

Adoration & Confession - 7:00-7:30 pm 
 

Stations of the Cross, Fridays of Lent 
Queen of the Rosary Church  6:30 pm 
Saint Michael Church    7:00 pm 

 

Faith, Fellowship, & Food 
Adult Education Series for Lent 2021 

The Lamb’s Supper with Scott Hahn 
Lent Series - Tuesday Evenings 

thru - March 30, 2021 

Forming a Marriage Prep Team 
   Faith Formation is looking for couples and widows/
widowers (young & young at heart) who would like to 
share the joys and challenges of a Catholic marriage with 
engaged couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage. 
   There would be a commitment of 2 Saturdays plus 2 
planning meetings a year. If you are interested or have 
questions, please call Julie, 412-754-0886 or email her, 
213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   There will be an informational meeting for anyone 
interested in joining the team in early March, with the hope 
of having a Saturday Marriage Prep sometime in May. 

Saint Joachim and Anne Parish 
Easter Flower Memorials - 2021 

 

___ St. Eugene   ___ St. Michael   ___ Queen of the Rosary 
 

Please Print 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Requested by   
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

Donation $__________  Phone #  _______________________ 
 

Suggested Donation $10.00 
Deadline Monday, March 22, 2021 

Please place in an envelope marked Easter Flowers 
Memorial and deposit in the collection. Thank You! 
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Jeremiah: looking beyond exile and suffering 
   The readings today remind us how close we are to 
Easter—only two weeks from now. They also remind 
us that the path to resurrection and Easter always 
includes suffering and death. The prophet Jeremiah 
spent his whole life proclaiming the word of God to 
kings who would not listen. As an old man, he saw 
Jerusalem defeated and the inhabitants taken into 
exile. Jeremiah himself suffered in being left behind, 
but in today’s reading, he is looking beyond those 
sufferings to a time when the previously disobedient 
people would be transformed and live in harmony 
with God’s law.     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

 

Looking for Jesus, finding the cross 
   In the Gospel reading, friends of Philip come to 
him and ask about meeting Jesus. When Philip and 
Andrew take the request to Jesus, he begins a cryptic 
discourse on discipleship, transformation, and divine 
judgment. We never hear whether Philip’s friends 
got to personally meet Jesus. Perhaps they simply 
blended in with the crowd.  
   Jesus says, When I am lifted up from the earth, I 
will draw everyone to myself. The narrator says that 
Jesus’ words indicate how he will die; the readers 
already know Jesus will be crucified. Jesus also 
speaks of divine judgment driving out the world’s 
rulers and of the need to be transformed, like a seed 
growing into a productive plant. He warns about 
loving our life and losing it. Unlike Jeremiah’s 
detailed vision, Jesus only hints at what kind of 
transformed life his death will bring. 
   What if we, like Philip’s friends, want to get close 
to Jesus? Does that mean that the discourse on death 
and judgment is addressed to us? If Jesus will draw 
everyone to himself as he is lifted up, does being 
closer to him mean joining him on his cross? (Do we 

want to be that close to Jesus?) Do we want to be 
transformed? If we say yes, the liturgy these next two 
weeks can show us the only way the Church knows 
to get closer to Jesus: to be willing to be lifted up 
with him in his suffering—and in our own. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

I will place my law within them 
 and write it upon their hearts; 
 I will be their God, 
 and they shall be my people. 

—Jeremiah 31:33 
 

Love and Death  —St. Francis de Sales 
   Unhappy is death 
    without the love of the Savior; 
   unhappy is love 
    without the death of the Savior. 

The New Covenant 
   Today’s first reading is an enormously important 
passage, not only in the history of the Jewish people, 
but also for us as disciples of Jesus, who see in it a 
foreshadowing of the Christian dispensation. The 
prophet announces that God has chosen to forgive the 
people, and that as a sign of divine forgiveness a new 
covenant will be established. Contrasting the new 
covenant with the one made with Moses on Mount 
Sinai, Jeremiah says that the new covenant will be 
written on the people’s hearts rather than on tablets of 
stone. No longer will the community’s tradition be the 
sole bearer of the covenant; henceforth, God will speak 
directly and personally to each individual, forgiving sin 
and calling for a return to God in faithfulness. No 
longer will mere outward compliance with the dictates 
of the Law suffice; henceforth, God asks for an 
obedience that springs from the depths of one’s heart. 
   Precisely that kind of obedience is highlighted in 
today’s second reading, where the author of the 
Letter to the Hebrews describes Jesus as the mediator 
of the new covenant whose obedience has made him 
the source of salvation for all who, in turn, obey him. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

 

Feast of Faith:  The First Reading 
   Each Sunday, we listen to three scripture readings. 
The first reading usually comes from the Old 
Testament. The New Testament lies hidden in the 
Old; the Old Testament comes fully to light in the 
New, we read in the Introduction to the Lectionary. 
Christ himself is the center and fullness of the 
whole of Scripture (5). On Sundays, these readings 
usually have a close connection to the Gospel. In this 
season of Lent, for example, the Exodus account of 
the thirst of the Israelites in the desert is paired with 
the Samaritan woman’s encounter with Jesus at the 
well. Ezekiel’s vision of the Lord raising people from 
their graves is paired with the narrative of Christ 
raising Lazarus from the dead. 
   The readings are taken from many sources—
historical books like Judges, Kings, and the Acts of 
the Apostles, prophets like Isaiah and Ezekiel, 
wisdom literature like Proverbs or Ecclesiastes. But 
no matter its genre, the first reading always ends with 
the same acclamation: The word of the Lord. The 
scriptures are written by human authors who wrote in 
widely different cultural and historical contexts, but 
these human authors are also divine instruments 
through whom God speaks to us. 
 And so we say, Thanks be to God. 

—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Turn Away From Sin and Return to the Gospel. 
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Protecting God’s Children 
Safe Environment for Children 

   To take reasonable measures to assure that Church 
personnel comply with all required certifications and 
background checks for the purpose of providing a safe 
environment for children. 

Diocesan Database 
& Regulations for all Ministries 

   All parish staff and volunteers including: Faith Formation - 
Catechists, Class Aides, R.C.I.A. Team, Youth Ministry; 
Liturgical and Music Ministry - Adult Servers, Cantors, Choir, 
Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Ushers; Parish Organizations - 
Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild, Holy Name Society, Knight’s 
of Columbus, Ladies of Charity, Rosary Society; Fund Raising - 
Festival, Fish Fry, Fund-Raising Worker, etc. are required by 
the USCCB, the Diocese of Pittsburgh and Saints Joachim and 
Anne Parish to be cleared in the following ways: 
1. Be registered on the Diocesan Data Base. 
2. Sign the Code of Pastoral Conduct. 
3. Be cleared by the Department of Public Welfare. 
4. Be cleared by the Pennsylvania State Police. 
5. Attend Protecting God’s Children Seminar. 
   The Protecting God’s Children Seminar (an online 3 hour 
seminar) is a requirement of the National Conference of 
Bishops, Diocesan and Parish for all adults 18 years of age or 
older who are involved in the public ministry (work) of the 
church. 

For more information, questions, or to begin the process 
of certification, please call Jeannie, 412-751-0663, 

Parish Safe Environment Coordinator. 

Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   It’s been a long pandemic winter. Look for a 
surprise way to treat your beloved. Be silly. (Perhaps 

trace I love you on a stick of butter.) Be gallant. (Let the 

other go first or have the last piece.) Be sweet. (Leave a 
loving voicemail on his/her phone or a note of affection 
under their pillow.) Be creative. 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   The Spring Equinox is on March 20 this year. Do 
you know what this has to do with Easter? Easter is 
always the first Sunday after the first full moon 
following the Spring Equinox. That’s why it changes 
every year. Explain this to your child and you’ll 
probably sound pretty smart. 

 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Relationships come with a price tag. We must be 
willing to entrust ourselves to another, to let go of 
our autonomy and die to our independence. It is in 
dying to our independence that we find 
interdependence with others. 

Mary Garden Beautification Project 
   The Mary Garden Beautification 
Project is being inspired by our 
parish Youth Group. The Mary 
Garden Project is being planned for 
the right side of Saint Michael 
Church (Bell Tower Side). 
   Currently there are a few different 
options, (a new Virgin Mary statue, 
stone & concrete work, water feature, 
various plants & flowers) and your 

thoughts and ideas about what should be done 
within that space are valuable and important. 
   Also anyone with landscape design experience 
and is willing to assist with the planning and 
preparation of the layout of the garden would be 
greatly appreciated. This will be an extensive 
facelift to the church grounds. 
   All support, time, talent, and treasure, for the 
Mary Garden Project will be greatly appreciated. 
   If you have any ideas or suggestions or would like 
to volunteer your time, talent, and treasure to this 
Mary Garden Project, 

please email the Faith Formation office at 
213FaithForm@gmail.com 

or call 412-754-0886. 
Please keep the Mary Garden Project 

in your prayers. 
Thank you for your support and prayers. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
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Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
 

412-754-0886    Email: 213faithform@gmail.com 
Facebook: FaithFormation-EGSA 

 

Enlisting Witnesses For Jesus Christ 

First Holy Communion 
Sunday, April 11, 2021 

 

Confirmation 
Monday, April 12, 2021 

Show the Love 
Jesus commanded us to love our neighbor as we love 
ourselves, and that can be difficult especially amid this 
Covid-19 pandemic. Now through Palm Sunday, we are 
asking for different items for different charity groups so 
that we can continue to help our neighbors near and far. 
Please place your gifts in the Bins at the altar. 

Pasta and Sauce 
Any type of pasta including Mac & Cheese, 

Hamburger Helper, etc. Please make sure the sauce 
is in cans or plastic jars. 

Thank you for your kindness and support! 

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic 
Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon John Ragan 
Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

St. Michael Meeting Room 
Grandparents are also welcome at these classes. 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or 
emailing 213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
 

Thursday Afternoon Saint Michael, Meeting Room 
Beginning April 8, 2021 - 1:00-2:30 pm 

This is a six (6) week program. 
Please RSVP to Jan, 412-751-0663 
so that we may prepare materials. 

 

If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 
this is an ongoing way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

Faith, Fellowship, & Food 
Adult Education Series for Lent 2021 

The Lamb’s Supper with Scott Hahn 
 

Our Lenten Tuesday Evenings (March 23 & 30) 
begin at 6:45 pm in Saint Michael - Archangel Hall 

with prayer, a video presentation, 
and a small group discussion. 

 

Due to Covid-19 guidelines there will be no meal. 
 
 

Please contact Sue at sformicaym@comcast.net 
or 412-926-8412, and joins us 

as we learn more about our Catholic Faith. 

 

For more information or to register, 
please email 213Youth@gmail.com 
or call Mrs. Formica, 412-754-0886 

Save the Date …. 
Family Fun Night & Car Cruise 

Friday, June 18, 2021 
Sponsored by Youth Ministry 

Candy for Easter Egg Hunt 
on Holy Saturday 

Donations of wrapped Easter candy that can fit into a 
plastic easter eggs would be greatly appreciated and  
can be left in the Gathering Space. Thank you! 

Saint Joachim and Anne 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Sponsored by Faith Formation & Youth Group 
 

All Children in the  
Elizabeth, Glassport, South Allegheny Community 

are invited to an Easter Egg Hunt 
on Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021 on the 

St. Michael Grounds at 12:30 pm 
for Children Grade 3 and younger. 

Please call the Office, 412-754-0886, 
to Register your children. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com
mailto:sformicaym@comcast.net


 

 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow 
—a day at a time. 

Sunday, Mar 14; Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 5:7-9; John 12:20-33 

See inside for more information—Sometimes your reputation 
precedes you. The prophet Jeremiah is famous for 
lamentations, but he is less known for the centerpiece of his 
message: that everything we need to know about how to live is 
already planted in our hearts. On this International Forest Day, 
let’s not miss the forest for the trees on another great truth 
rooted deeply in our midst. Trees are friends: bearing fruit, 
shade, and beauty wherever they’re planted. They are also 
necessary allies in achieving planetary sustainability, food 
security, and poverty eradication. Play your part in protecting 
God's greenery. I will place my law within them and write it 
upon their hearts. 
 

Monday, Mar 22; Lenten Weekday 
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; John 8:1-11 

Tap into the virtues of water—As part of its observance of the 
2020 World Water Day, the Vatican published Aqua fons 
vitae. Orientations on water: symbol of the cry of the poor and 
the cry of the Earth. The document, meant to support the human 
right to clean water, reminds us that by means of the water 
made holy by the Spirit, God gives us life and renews us. The 
way we respect water is an indicator of how we are taking care 
of the early garden entrusted to us. In observance of World 
Water Day, educate yourself and others about the challenges 
the world faces in ensuring access to clean water: the holy 
source of all life. Go, and from now on do not sin any more. 
 

Tuesday, Mar 23; Turibuius of Mogrovejo, bishop 
Numbers 21:4-9; John 8:21-30 

To reveal Christ, go the distance—In 2018, Pope Francis met 
with the bishops of Peru, invoking the patron saint of Latin 
American bishops—Turibius of Mogrovejo. This holy bishop is 
frequently portrayed as a new Moses, said the pope. The 
Vatican has a picture in which Saint Turibius appears 
crossing a great river whose waters open before him like 
the Red Sea, so that he could get to the other shore, where 
numerous native peoples awaited him. Turibius cast aside 
life in Spain to live among native Peruvians. What can you cast 
aside so others might see Christ in you? Their patience worn 
out by the journey, the people complained against God and 
Moses. 
 

Wednesday, Mar 24; Lenten Weekday 
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; John 8:31-42 

Be transformed by justice—This is an anniversary of 
martyrdom. The archbishop of San Salvador, Oscar Romero, 
was murdered on this day in 1980 as he presided at Mass in the 
chapel of a church-run hospital for cancer patients and the 
terminally ill. Romero, an unassuming man who in earlier years 
had ministered to the country’s elite, experienced a late-in-life 
transformation that took him from quiet acceptance of the status 

quo to courageous critic of his government’s repression of the 
poor. His weekly sermons championed justice, challenged the 
government, and eventually cost him his life: It is not the will of 
God for some to have everything and for others to have 
nothing, he said. It is not enough to attend Mass on 
Sunday . . . God wants the garment of justice. God wants 
his Christians dressed in love. Begin to dress the part by 
questioning the way we always do things. If you remain in 
my word, you will truly be my disciples, and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will set your free. 
 

Thursday, Mar 25; The Annunciation of the Lord 
Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38 

Prepare to say yes—Today we celebrate the Annunciation, 
that famous conversation between the angel Gabriel and Mary, 
in which Mary embraced what must have been the frightening 
prospect of bearing the Son of God. Mary’s yes is seen as the 
model for all Christians in response to our individual callings, 
and in response to everyday choices to do what is most loving, 
moral, and just. Perhaps today you will be called to make a 
choice for faithfulness; prepare yourself now to say yes to God, 
as did Mary. Mary said, Behold, I am the handmaid of the 
Lord. May it be done to me according to your word. 
 

Friday, Mar 26; Lenten Weekday, Day of Abstinence 
Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-42 

Meet violence with hope—Violence has made an all-too-
comfortable home in our lives. It’s in our TV shows and movies, 
our politics, our streets, and even our own hearts. In a pastoral 
message on violence in 1994, the U.S. Catholic Bishops wrote, 
Hostility, hatred, despair, and indifference are at the heart 
of a growing culture of violence. How do we meet these 
experiences with compassion and offer a safe place for peace? 
The path to a more peaceful future is found in a rediscovery 
of personal responsibility, respect for human life and 
human dignity, and a recommitment to social justice. The 
best antidote to violence is hope.  They picked up rocks to 
stone Jesus. 
 

Saturday, Mar 27; Lenten Weekday 
Ezekiel 37:21-28; John 11:45-56 

The long history of judicial corruption—We learn more each 
day about inequities in our judicial system. Justice, it seems, is 
more often praised than practiced, especially when it comes to 
treatment of minorities and those who challenge authority. We 
could include Jesus in the long list of victims of injustice. At this 
moment in Lent, as we prepare to enter Holy Week, the wheels 
of injustice are set in motion by Caiaphas, the Jewish high priest 
who will play a key role in the coming execution of the prophet 
of Peace. Pray today for forgiveness for the injustices 
committed in our names, and in our hearts. So from that day 
on they planned to kill him. 
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. 

For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, 
go to PrepareTheWord.com. 
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
 

Take-Out Only with Curbside Pick-up 
 

For:   Saint Michael, Elizabeth 
Fridays of Lent - 4:00-7:00 pm 

call 412-751-0663, Extension 7 or 5 
 

For:  Queen of the Rosary, Glassport 
Fridays of Lent - 11:00 am - 6:30 pm 
call 412-872-5136 or 412-672-7209 

 

Menu 
Baked or Fried Fish or Shrimp Dinner  $10.00 

Includes: Baked or Fried Fish Sandwich or Shrimp; 
choice of Haluski, Mac & Cheese or Pierogies; 

& Cole Slaw 
 

Ala Carte Items 
  Fried Fish Sandwich    $8.00 
  Fried Shrimp      $8.00 
  Haluski         $2.00 
  Mac & Cheese      $2.00 
  Pierogies (3)       $2.00 
  Dozen Pierogies     $7.00 
  Cole Slaw        $2.00 
 

Thank You for making our Fish Fry Special! 

Parish Share - 2021 
The Parish Share Program collection has begun. 

   There has been a delay in the printing of the 
Brochure & Pledge Cards. You will be receiving this 
year’s information after March 12,2021. 
   Parish Share is much different than a one-time 
special collection: It is a commitment of making a 
regular extra gift over the entire year, using either 
the PSP envelope in the packet, or the monthly 
reminder or your On-Line Giving. 
   Each donation makes a difference, because all 
parishes participate in it, and the gifts of many 
enable the local Church of Pittsburgh to provide 
needed ministries and services that parishes alone 
could not offer. These include promoting vocations 
to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life, 
Catholic education, and parish services. Recall too 
the incentive this year: the more we collect, the more 
that remains with us for our use here at Saints 
Joachim and Anne. Thank you for your sacrifice! 

New Monthly Envelope 
   The Capital Improvement, Upkeep, Building 
& Grounds and Utility/Energy or Fuel envelopes 
has been replaced with a Monthly Envelope. 
   A suggested offering for each Family is $20 to 
the Monthly Envelope. These monies will be used 
to assist in the upkeep of parish property and help 
cover the cost of energy and utilities. 
 

Faith Formation Envelope 
In your offertory packet, there is a 

special envelope for Faith Formation. 
Thank You For Your Support! 

Time, Talent, and Treasure 
 

March 14, 2021 
 

   Weekly Offering   $11,694. 
 

   Monthly Offering   $  1,113 
 

   Religious Education  $     139 
 

   Children’s Offering  $         9 
 

   Human Development $     950 
 

2021 Parish Share  $8,645 
 

2021 Parish Share to Date  $29,170 
 

2021 Parish Share Goal  $137,788 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Please make all checks payable to 
 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Pre-Cana - Marriage Preparation Class 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 from 9 am — 4 pm 

Saint Joseph the Worker Parish 
St. Maurice Church, Forest Hills, PA 

Talks on having a Sacramental Marriage. This interactive 
day is run by clergy and couples. If you are planning a 
2021 or early 2022 Wedding and have not completed the 
marriage preparation program you are invited to attend. 
Reservations are required and the cost is $60 per couple. 

For  more information or to register, please call 
the St. Joseph the Worker Parish Office, 412-271-0809. 

We will be making sure that all precautions for your health 
and safety are followed for this session. Masks must be 
worn at all times, social distancing will be in effect and we 
are limiting the number of registrations. 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Food Bank Sunday 

   We accept all non-perishable food items and paper 
products to administer to the needy of our local 
community on the Third Sunday of the Month. 

   Items needed nonperishable food items, baby 
supplies, cleaning supplies, paper products, etc. 
   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and 
leave them in the Gathering Space of the Church. 
Cash or checks are also welcome. 

Kind deeds change lives, Thank You! 
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Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

April 19, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church 

Elizabeth, PA 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 
   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
with Benediction to conclude the recitation of the 
Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second 
Monday of the Month. 

All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 
 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service Men 
and Women who are serving on active duty in 
the Armed Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 
Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, 

USAF; Col. Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas 
DeLuca, Army; Ens. David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig 
Dolhi, Army; Capt. Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob 
Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. John Formica, Army; SPC 
Samuel Formica, Army National Guard; Capt. Markus 
Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, USMC; PO2. Mason 
Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. 
James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ 
Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; 
Sgt. First Class William Nellis, Army; Staff Sgt. Timothy 
Oeler, USAF; LTJG. Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. Stephanie 
A. Reichenbach, USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, Army 
National Guard; Sgt. Brandon R. Smith, USAF 
Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, USAF; Capt. Andrew 
Tkac, Army.   Thank you for your service! 

May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 
 

May God Bless Our Health Care Workers 
and All First Responders. 

Spring Fling TICKET 
Benefits Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Try a chance at winning a total of 
$4000.00 in the month of April. 

Minimum payout is $100.00. 
$10.00 per ticket with 30 chances to win! 

Pays out on the 7pm PA Daily Pick 3. No bonus numbers. 

Thank You for your support! 

Upcoming Events 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on Monday, 
April 5, 2021 at 7:30 pm 

in the St. Michael - Archangel Hall. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, March 28, 2021 - 12 Noon to 6:00 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 
Take-Out Only 412-673-3915 

 

Festival Specialty Baskets 
Thank you so much for your generosity! 

   We continue to receive items in our labeled specialty 
baskets. All these donations will start us on our way to 
designing the beautiful baskets that are an important part 
of our Saints Joachim & Anne Community Parish Festival. 
P.S. Look in the clearance aisle. Save money while you donate! 
 

BASKET THEMES: 
 Holiday Themes: New Year’s Day, Valentines Day, 

St. Patrick Day, July 4th, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc 
 Cleaning: cleaner, sponges, soaps, dusting items, etc 
 Going Green: environmentally friendly products 
 Puzzle Basket: crossword, word search, sodoku, etc 
 Toys: Hot Wheels Basket, etc 
 Gardening: hose, shovels, watering can, hoe, etc 
 Car Spa: car shine, sponge & chamois, wax, wheel & 

window cleaner, wiper fluid, etc 
 

   If you are interested in being involved with the festival 
please contact Cathy, 412-980-2918 or 412-672-8666. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
We couldn't do it without your help. 

 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS!!!!! 
Our craft basket area needs your talent! 

   What better way to spend a cold, snowy winter day 
than by creating your special crafts for our Saints 
Joachim and Anne Community Parish Festival. 
Floral arrangements, wreaths, wood working, 
afghans, baby items, etc. 
   Donations can be dropped off at each church in the 
gather space. If you have any questions, please call 
Cathy, 412-980-2918. 

Thank you for you time, talents and support 
of our parish festival!!! 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Community Festival 2021 

is scheduled for 
August 5, 6, 7, 2021 


