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Looking For A Faith Community? 
Wherever you are on your faith journey, we welcome you to join our community. 

You may register by calling the Administration Center. 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
1640 Fawcett Ave.  White Oak, PA  15131 

Pre-3, Pre-4, Kindergarten, First-Eighth Grade 
School Office  412-672-2360 

Webpage:  www.maryofnazarethschool.org 
 

The Pittsburgh Catholic is now Online. 
thepittsburghcatholic.wpccomstating.com 

Faith Formation 

Adult - Children - Youth 

101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA  15037 

Phone  412-754-0886 

Email: 213FaithForm@gmail.com 
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Sacraments 
 

Baptism of Infants & Children 
Baptism is a joyous event in the life of the 
church. Baptism is celebrated any Sunday 
after Mass. Parents are required to 
attend a Pre-Baptism Class. 

Previous arrangements are necessary. 
 

Instruction in the Faith - R.C.I.A. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program is offered for those interested in 
the Catholic Faith. For more information, 
please contact Fr. Wagner. 
 

Reconciliation 
St. Eugene Church, Liberty 

Tuesday,  7 - 7:30 pm 
 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  11-11:30 am 

 

Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
Saturday,  1-1:30 pm 

 

St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
Saturday,  3:15-3:45 pm  

 

St. Eugene Church, Liberty 
Saturday,  5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Marriage 
The prospective bride and groom are to 
make arrangements with the priest or 
deacon at least 6 months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding. Diocesan 
regulations require all couples to attend 
an approved pre-marriage preparation 
program. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
the Anointing of the Sick is celebrated 
communally on the Second Sunday of the 
Month. 
 

Ministry to the Sick and Shut In 
Homebound members of the Parish 
should call the Parish Office to make 
arrangements to receive Holy Communion 
at home. 
 

Sponsorship Forms 
Only registered, practicing, fully-initiated 
Catholics are eligible for sponsor 
certificates. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Bulletin Information Deadline 
2 weeks in advance of publish date. 
elizabethsalleghenybulletin@gmail.com 
 

Moving 
Please call or email your new address to 
the Parish Office. 
 

Child Abuse Hotline   1-888-808-1235 

 Mass Intentions For The Week 
 

StE  St. Eugene Church, Liberty      StM  St. Michael Church, Elizabeth 
 

QoR  Queen of the Rosary Church, Glassport 
 

May 2 - 9, 2021 
 

Saturday, May 1, Vigil, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

StM   4:00 pm M Richard Levis - Patty & Paul Waronsky 
 

StE   6:00 pm T Helen Shalako - Eileen Tomedolskey 
 

Sunday, 2, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

StE   8:00 am T George T. Legin, Jr. - Tom & Cathy 
 

StM   9:00 am M Georgia Gentile - Jean & Bob Phillips 
 

QoR 10:30 am T Dolores Michalski - Marlene Tiskiewicz & Regina Wickdal 
 

StM 12 Noon  M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Monday, 3, Philip & James, apostles, Easter Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  Traci & Randel Martinez - 18th Wedding Anniversary 
 - Jackie & Chuck Galley  

 

Novena - Infant of Prague 
 

StM   9:00 am  Robert Dobrich – Children 
 

Tuesday, 4, Easter Weekday 
 

StM   9:00 am  Patricia & Todd Crum - Kris Watts & Family 
 

StE   6:30 pm  Beverlee Kotulski - Kim & Keith Duval Family 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions - 7:00 - 7:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, 5, Easter Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  George Zalac - Wife, Gertrude 
 

StM   9:00 am  Blessings, Hugh Geyer - 80th Birthday – Tina Denne 
 

Thursday, 6, Easter Weekday 
 

StE   8:30 am   Archie Tortorice - Parish Family 
 

 

StM   9:00 am  Raymond Zecchini - Audrey Benz 
 

Friday, 7, Easter Weekday 
 

QoR   8:30 am  John & Natalie D’Amico - Mariea Chiarizio & Catherine DiStasi 
 

StM   9:00 am  Ralph J. Farmerie, Jr. - Ralph & Mary Ann Farmerie 
 

Saturday, May 8, Vigil, Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

StM   4:00 pm T Don Geletko - Family & Friends 
 

StE   6:00 pm M John E. Matyasovsky - Family 
 

Sunday, 9, Sixth Sunday of Easter - Mother’s Day 
 

StE   8:00 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM   9:00 am T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

QoR 10:30 am M Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

StM 12 Noon  T Living & Deceased of the Parish Family 
 

Low Gluten Hosts available - please see Priest before Mass. 

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Lamp 

St. Eugene: Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of 
George T. Legin, Jr. from Tom & Cathy. 

St. Michael: Sanctuary Lamp burns in memory of 
John & Ilma Wagner Family from Family 
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5th Sunday of Easter 
May 2, 2021 

   Spiraling out of control, is a 
phrase that can easily describe 
the current display of human 
existence. In addition to the 
violence, unrest, uneasiness and 

turmoil that are common elements of our daily news, other 
essential pieces are misplaced or missing. Many lack an 
objective center around which to order and structure their 
lives or a clear set of definable goals or mores to act as 
guideposts and life directives. It appears that “feelings” have 
become a “new god” and traditional structures and ideals set 
aside. It is almost as if history only shows that we got this 
whole thing wrong and many are determined to finally set 
things right. The real truth, however, is that while wrongs and 
errors are certainly a part of our often-checkered past, it is 
hardly the case that all was wrong. It is not our task to rewrite 
the history of our lives, but to learn from mistakes that were 
made, and preserve the perennial wisdom at the root of our 
successes. Learning is an essential part of being human. 
   The question becomes, however, from whom do we learn? 
Some have such a hard time placing God in that position, but 
that is precisely where God needs to be. God is the Master 
Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets its cues. 
It is in and through this relationship with the Gardener of Life 
that we are fashioned and pruned into the people we are 
intended to be and can be. It is only in God that we are able 
to find our best selves. Sadly, many think that religion too, as 
well as history in general, has also gotten all this wrong. Yet, 
our resurrection faith tells us differently. We are reminded, 
today especially, that we are meant to remain in Christ as 
Christ remains in us. We are also reminded that Jesus, the 
Incarnate God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches 
that flow from the source of God’s life. 
   Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It is 
not easy to set our own desires and wants aside and allow 
God to step in and direct and guide our growth. But this is the 
only way to prevent deadly weeds from overtaking us and 
bringing us to a place of self-destruction. God’s 
commandments are the very guideposts and benchmarks we 
need, yet many seek to remove them from all public view 
because they appear to limit self-expression and suppress 
what is considered by many to be human freedom. They are 
the only way we can find freedom, however. And, until we 
learn this fundamental lesson, we will continue to spiral out of 
control, never really knowing who we are, what our potential 
can be or how life really can be lived. We will not know 
peace.               ©LPi 
 

This is God’s commandment: 
that we may believe and love. —1 John 3:18-24 

Pastoral Staff 
Clergy Team 
Reverend Thomas A. Wagner, Pastor 
Reverend Miroslaus A. Wojcicki, Senior Parochial Vicar 
Deacon Dale J. DiSanto, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Jeffrey P. Formica, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon Stephen C. Pikula, Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John E. Ragan, Permanent Deacon 
 

Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Lynda McFarland, Principal, 412-672-2360 
 

Faith Formation - Religious Education 
 Adult - Children - Youth 
Julie Fleckenstein, Facilitator 
Amanda Wilt, Co-Children, K-6 Grade 
Susan Formica, Youth, Junior & Senior High 
 

Music Ministry      Pastoral Secretary 
Celeste Cafasso      Jan Kunkel 
Carol Gioia       Amy Megahan 
Pamela Whitney 
 

Facilities        Business Manager & 
Tony Hutskow      Safe Environment 
Kevin Hopkins      Jeannie Premozic 
Darla Losteter 
Patricia Muic 
 

Advisory Councils 
Pastoral Council 

Jack Ferko, Facilitator  Patty Smith, Co-Facilitator 
Zac Allan, Scribe 

 Glenn Bonczek  Vickie Budd    Elaine David 
 Eric Davis   Denise DeCapria  Anne Laychak 
 Michael Ksiazek  Leah Meek    Brian Phillips 
 

Finance Council 
Judy Zajicek, Facilitator  Patricia Palmer, Co-Facilitator 

Barry Bisogni, Scribe 
 Kay Callear   Loretta Dabruzzo  Val McCarthy
 Sandy Palmer  Judy Shriane    Donald Similo 

We remember . . . In your charity, 
please remember all those who have died, especially: 

Edgar ‘Ed’ George, Richard Betz,  
brother of Jan Kunkel, all who will die today, 
and those who have no one to pray for them. 

Resting in Paradise. 
Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord. 

May Perpetual Light Shine Upon Them. 

May Rosary Intention 
Let us pray, that those in charge of finance 

will work with governments 
to regulate the financial sphere 

and protect citizens from its dangers. 
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Fifth Sunday of  Easter 
   In today’s Gospel, Jesus likens our relationship with him 
to a plant with many branches. We, the branches, are 
called to remain so close to Jesus that we bear fruit, loving 
one another as Christ loves us. Saul bore the fruit of his 
faith through powerful witness that drew others to Christ. 
And the branches that grew into the early Church were 
extraordinarily fruitful. What is the fruit of your faith in 
Jesus Christ?     Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Everyday Stewardship -  
Recognize God in Your Ordinary Moments 

Branching Out Isn’t Always 
What It’s Cracked Up to Be 

   That’s a really beautiful tree branch. Man, would you 
look at the bark on that thing? The others are real 
duds, but that low-hanging branch has really got it all 
together. 
   I’ve never heard anyone say this. Maybe I just need to 
hang out with more arborists, but I can’t recall ever 
hearing someone admire the particular beauty of a single 
branch. When someone comments on a tree, it’s usually 
the whole tree — perhaps a visual element of it, like the 
color of the leaves or its height. But people don’t usually 
zero in on one branch. 
   Maybe that’s because usually, if one branch is looking a 
little weak, chances are every other branch is, too. 
   The Bible tells us that when we bear fruit as good 
everyday stewards, it is for the Father’s glory. We are the 
branch on His magnificent tree. What we have is from 
Him, and what we do likewise points back to Him. We also 
tend to reflect how well the other branches around us are 
incorporating the nutrients coming their way. That’s all fine 
and good in theory. In practice, it can be an arduous 
exercise in humility. 
   When I do something virtuous or charitable or kind, 
there is a part of me that wants to stand out for it. I think 
that’s true for all of us. We’ve given of ourselves in some 
way or overcome some human temptation to accomplish a 
little bit of good in this world, and even though we know 
God sees us, we’d really love for everyone else to see it, 
too. 
   It’s a struggle, for sure. But we need to remember that 
our fruit belongs to the whole tree. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS   ©LP 
 

SMALL TASKS  —St. Thérèse of Liseux 

Each small task of everyday life 
is part of the total harmony of the universe. 

Bearing Fruit 
   Few of us, even when we 
meditate on the image of the 
vine and branches, stop to 
really think about how God 
prunes us. For some there is 
the danger of thinking that we 

are already producing fruit for the kingdom, in deed and 
truth as John says, perhaps raising a family, being active 
in our parish, and so on. But even those branches which 
are bearing fruit, the Gospel tells us, can be pruned to 
produce still more. Today Saul, freshly pruned by his 
conversion, arrives in Jerusalem and meets resistance. 
Since he had been persecuting Christians, this was only 
natural. But even after he is accepted and begins to bear 
fruit, he meets further adversity, and his letters are filled 
with many accounts of how his trials pruned him to 
produce greater fruit for the kingdom. Like him, as long as 
we remain in Christ we will continue to bear fruit and, when 
the will of the Father determines it is time to prune us, the 
strength of the true vine must enable us to endure it. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Feast of Faith: The Homily 
   The ambo, or pulpit, is a special place—it is the place 
for God’s word. That is why it is not used for all the 
spoken words of the Mass, even important words like the 
collects and the blessing. The ambo is only used for the 
scripture readings, and for the homily and the prayer of the 
faithful. 
   The homily is part of the Liturgy of the Word. It flows 
from the readings we have just heard, and helps us to 
understand the way in which God is speaking to us today. 
The homily is not a lecture, a catechism lesson, or a 
speech. It is more like an exhortation; it has an urgency 
about it, for it calls us to find ourselves in the scripture, to 
live the faith we profess, to see our world by the light of the 
Gospel. The homily, in itself a response to God’s word, 
demands a response from us. There are many styles of 
preaching and many ways to respond to the scriptures. But 
whether the homily is weak or strong, an open ear and an 
open heart can find in it an abundance of spiritual 
nourishment.   —Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

CHRISTIANITY  —Anonymous 

Christianity is the spirit of Jesus Christ 
at work in the world. 
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Marriage Moments   by Susan Vogt 

   Screens (TV, computers, cell phones…) can give us a lot 
of helpful information. But, they can also crowd out 
relationship time. Although this is often directed to children, 
it starts with you and your beloved. Can you spend a day 
without using a screen this week? What will you 
substitute? 
 

Parenting Pointers   by Susan Vogt 

   I am the good shepherd (John 10:11). Have you 
and your child ever been close to sheep. If you don’t 
have access to a farm, there’s always the zoo. Learn 
together what it takes to take care of sheep or any 
domestic animal. 

 

A Family Perspective   by Bud Ozar 

   Like the vine grower in today’s gospel, parents 
must prune and cleanse the branches in their family 
if their children are going to be rooted. Discipline, 
limits and setting goals are a necessary part of 
parenting so our children will grow and bear fruit. 
 

I am the true vine; 
Whoever remains in me will bear much fruit. 

—John 15:1-8  

Vines, Branches, and Fruit 
Few activities are as disappointing as cultivating gar-
den plants, watering them, and ensuring that they 
receive sunlight and nutrients, only to receive one or 
two vegetables or flowers to show for all the effort. 
Jesus uses the metaphor of the vine and branches to 
describe how closely we are called to remain with 
him—so close that we bear the fruit of his life and 
love in the way we live. When we do this, Jesus says, 
we give glory to God the Father, which Jesus did 
perfectly through his life, passion, death, and resur-
rection. Like plants that rely on the sun and nutrients 
from the soil, we rely on the Lord Jesus through 
whom we can do all for which we are called. With-
out the Lord, we can do nothing. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Learn From The First Ones 
   The story of the early Church that we hear from the 
Acts of the Apostles during the Easter season is in-
structive and inspiring. We learn how the community 
grew in their understanding of what it means to re-
main close to Jesus in the most challenging of situa-
tions. They lived in word and deed as Christ had 
taught and bore the fruit of their faith in their daily 
decisions, in small ways and in dramatic moments. 
Faced with Saul who had persecuted Christians and 
who presented himself as a disciple, Barnabas risked 
believing Saul’s testimony. Through Barnabas, the 
community accepted Saul, with increasing numbers 
of people being led to belief in Christ as a result. We 
too are called to live in word and deed, taking to 
heart Christ’s command to love one another, even 
when it is challenging to do so. We may find inspira-
tion in the way the early believers drew consolation 
from the Holy Spirit, finding wisdom and strength to 
keep the commandments and do what pleases God. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Mary Garden Beautification Project 
   The Mary Garden Beautification 
Project is being inspired by our parish 
Youth Group. The Mary Garden 
Project is being planned for the right 
side of Saint Michael Church (Bell 

Tower Side). 
   Currently there are a few different options, (a new 
Virgin Mary statue, stone & concrete work, water 
feature, various plants & flowers) and your thoughts 
and ideas about what should be done within that 
space are valuable and important. 
   Also anyone with landscape design experience 
and is willing to assist with the planning and 
preparation of the layout of the garden would be 
greatly appreciated. This will be an extensive 
facelift to the church grounds. 
   All support, time, talent, and treasure, for the 
Mary Garden Project will be greatly appreciated. 
   If you have any ideas or suggestions or would like 
to volunteer your time, talent, and treasure to this 
Mary Garden Project, 

please email the Faith Formation office at 
213FaithForm@gmail.com 

or call 412-754-0886. 
Please keep the Mary Garden Project 

in your prayers. 
Thank you for your support and prayers. 

Waiting in Joyful Hope 
 

In Thanksgiving for 50 years in the Priesthood 
Bishop Paul J. Bradley 
Ordained May 1, 1971 

 

A Mass of Thanksgiving in honor of his 
Fiftieth Anniversary of Ordination 

to the Priesthood will be celebrated at 
Saint Paul Cathedral 

Saturday, May 2, 2021 at 2 pm 
 

If interested in attending in person, please 
email Adele Strutt, adelestrutt@comcast.net 

 

The Mass will be live streamed 
via St. Paul Cathedral website 

www.ghocatholics.org/tv-ministry 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com


 

 

 

Read the Bible. 
Pray over Sacred Scripture. 

You can keep whatever you find… 

Faith Formation 
Adult - Children - Youth 

Religious Education 
 

101 McLay Drive    Elizabeth, PA  15037 
 

412-754-0886    Email: 213faithform@gmail.com 
Facebook: FaithFormation-EGSA 

 

Living Stones of  God’s House 
1 Peter 2:4-5   

Pre-Baptism Class 
 

 Are you expecting? Is this your first child? 
 

   Pre-Baptism Class is for expectant parents and 
Godparents or anyone who is seeking a Catholic 
Baptism for their child. 

Pre-Baptism Class - Deacon John Ragan 
Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 7:00 pm 

St. Michael Meeting Room 
Grandparents are also welcome at these classes. 

   Please register by calling the Faith Formation - 
Religious Education office, 412-754-0886 or 
emailing 213FaithForm@gmail.com. 
   Prior to scheduling a Baptism, parents need to 
attend the Pre-Baptismal Seminar. 

Bereavement Ministry 
 

This group, led by Deacon Dale DiSanto, is for people 
who have lost a loved one and are experiencing grief. 

This is a Support Group, not counseling. 
 

Thursday Afternoon 
Saint Michael, Meeting Room 

Beginning April 8, 2021 - 1:00-2:30 pm 
This is a six (6) week program. 

Please RSVP to Jan, 412-751-0663 
so that we may prepare materials. 

 

If you need assistance in moving through your grief, 
this is an ongoing way to be supported during this difficult 
time. The weekly session begins with suggested topics, 
open discussion and ends with prayer. 

For more information or to register, 
please email 213Youth@gmail.com 
or call Mrs. Formica, 412-754-0886 

Save the Date …. 

Family Fun Night & Car Cruise 
Sponsored by Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

Friday, June 18, 2021 
Entertainment, Games, 

Food Trucks, Pie Baking Contest 

Candidates for Sacraments should be adequately 
prepared to receive these gifts, and a proper understanding 
of the Sacrament should be gained and demonstrated. 
Generally, two (2) consecutive years of instruction is 
necessary for the reception of the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation for children & youth. 

Rainforest Explorers 
Vacation Bible School 
Jesus Leads the Way 

Every Monday in June (7,14, 21, 28) 
6:30 - 8:30 pm at Saint Michael Church 
Open to Pre-School (age 3 - Grade 6) 

Parents/Guardians/Grandparents are invited to stay 
and learn with us! Make it a family night! 

Questions, or to Register your child/ren or family, 
call 412-754-0886 or email 213K6ff@gmail.com 

 

Registration Form is in this Bulletin, page 11. 

Faith, Fellowship and Food Summer Series 
   Join us in a lively and practical series in which we further 
discover our Life in Christ. The Summer topics are: 

Life in Christ - Who is Jesus?, Salvation History, 
Holy Spirit, Beatitudes, and today’s challenges. 

Tuesday Evening 6:45-9:00 pm 
Saint Michael Archangel Hall 

May 18, June 22, July 20, August 17 
The evening will include prayer & song, presentation, 
facilitator led discussion. Sessions are conducted in a 
spirit of community; all are welcome. 

For information or to register, please email 
213Youth@gmail.com or call Sue, 412-754-0886 

All Covid Protocol Will Be Followed. 
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Faith Formation - Religious Education 
Registration Forms 2021-2022 

Kindergarten — Grade 8 
For all new and returning Families 

Can be found on page 10 of this Bulletin. 

mailto:213FaithForm@gmail.com


 

 

Easter Sunday, May 2; 
5th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 9:26-31; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 

Search for the truth—We’ve entered an 
age when discovering the truth feels more complicated than 
ever. Some of us are leery of facts, knowing how easily they 
can be manufactured, massaged, or politicized. Traditional 
sources of truth—government, news media, even organized 
religion—have proven to be subject to the same failures to 
which we ourselves are prone. How do we sort out truth from all 
the political noise that distorts what we hear? John says the 
Spirit’s been given to us for precisely this task. Pray for the gift 
of holy discernment. Children, let us love not in word or 
speech but in deed and truth. 
 

Monday, May 03; Philip & James, apostles 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8; John 14:6-14 

Don’t think less of others Poor James the Lesser. The other 
apostle named James—the Greater—got the better nickname. 
We don’t even know anything about James the Lesser, other 
than his name and that Jesus picked him to be one of the 12—
but that alone speaks volumes about this James. We’ve all 
experienced what it feels like to have labels attached to us that 
make us feel less in the eyes of others, if we even feel seen or 
known at all. But God looks past those labels to the truth of our 
identity. That’s where you’ll find your value and dignity, even if 
others don’t seem to. Remember that, like James, you are 
God’s chosen. Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? 
 

Tuesday, May 04; Easter Weekday 
Acts 14:19-28; John 14:27-31a 

May their force be with us—Today is Teacher Appreciation 
Day, recognizing teachers as a force for good—especially in 
this pandemic year. Through John Baptist de La Salle, patron 
saint of all teachers, we might say the best educators naturally 
follow a Lasallian philosophy of education. The Lasallian 
tradition emphasizes the fact that all people, especially the 
young, have an inherent dignity which comes from their 
being created in the image of God, explains St. Mary’s 
College of Winona. Education is a means of developing this 
dignity for the well-being of each student as well as for the 
well-being of our society. Thank a teacher today. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled or afraid. 
 

Wednesday, May 05; Easter Weekday 
Acts 15:1-6; John 15:1-8 

Celebrate the dignity of diversity—Though today’s Cinco de 
Mayo celebrations commemorate but a single Mexican victory 
over France at the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 1862, in the 
United States it has become an opportunity to honor the 
heritage and culture of Mexican people. As folks revel in 
parades and festivals, enjoying Mexican cuisine and music, we 
recall these words from the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
Human interdependence is increasing and spreading 
through the world . . . embracing people who enjoy equal 

natural dignity. Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with a prayer of 
gratitude for the richness of human diversity. I am the vine and 
you are the branches. 
 

Thursday, May 06; Easter Weekday 
Acts 15:7-21, John 15:9-11 

Focus on the essentials—One of the earliest conflicts in the 
church had to do with whether Gentiles should have to follow 
the laws and customs of Judaism. Because Christianity grew 
out of Judaism, early church leaders had a hard time sorting out 
what was essential to the emerging Christian faith and what was 
simply the way we’ve always done it. This question continues 
to vex church leaders to this day and has gone through many 
iterations—from questions about ritual practices, to prayers and 
social norms. What is essential to the faith? That we love God 
with our whole heart, mind, and soul, and love our neighbor as 
ourselves. Everything else may well be a matter of custom. 
When it comes to faith, take time today to get back to the 
basics. It is my judgment, therefore, that we ought to stop 
troubling the Gentiles who turn to God. 
 

Friday, May 07, Easter Weekday 
Acts 15:22-31; John 15:12-17 

Connect with creation and Creator—If you have a garden, 
you might be checking the forecast these days to see if 
conditions are right for planting. Gardens play an outsize role in 
the Christian imagination. From the Garden of Eden to the 
Garden of Gethsemane, key events happen in gardens. For 
centuries communities of sisters, brothers, and priests have 
cultivated gardens for food, edification, and connection to a 
major metaphor for spiritual development. Seek out a patch of 
green, and whether you plant a seed or enjoy a bloom, 
connecting with creation will connect you with the Creator. It 
was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain. 
 

Saturday, May 08; Easter Weekday 
Acts 16:1-10; John 15:18-21 

Elevate your spiritual gaze—Blessed Teresa Demjanovich 
(1901-27) has been called America’s Little Flower. Like Thérèse 
from Lisieux, France, Teresa from Bayonne, New Jersey was a 
spiritual writer of great insight who also died young. Because of 
her virtue, her writings, and a miracle healing attributed to her 
intercession, she was beatified in the Newark cathedral in 2014, 
the first-ever such ceremony held in the United States. Her 
elevation to sainthood awaits confirmation of a second miracle. 
Teresa’s mother died in the 1918 pandemic, which killed well 
over 500,000 Americans. Sound sadly familiar? Ask Blessed 
Teresa’s intercession for all who have suffered because of 
COVID-19. You do not belong to the world, and I have 
chosen you out of the world. 
 

Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised Edition. 

For more information about TAKE FIVE go to PrepareTheWord.com. 
 

Invest just five minutes a day, 
and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time  
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Mary of Nazareth Catholic School 
Is Enrolling 
Students for 

Preschool — Grade 8. 
Call 412.672.2360 
to Speak to Someone 

about Enrollment  

Parish Share - 2021 
The Parish Share Program collection has begun. 

   Parish Share is much different than a one-time 
special collection: It is a commitment of making a 
regular extra gift over the entire year, using either 
the PSP envelope in the packet, or the monthly 
reminder or your On-Line Giving. 
   If you’ve not yet made a pledge, please prayerfully 
consider your support for this important initiative. 
   Each donation makes a difference, because all 
parishes participate in it, and the gifts of many 
enable the local Church of Pittsburgh to provide 
needed ministries and services that parishes alone 
could not offer. These include promoting vocations 
to the priesthood, diaconate and religious life, 
Catholic education, and parish services. Recall too 
the incentive this year: the more we collect, the more 
that remains with us for our use here at Saints 
Joachim and Anne. 

Thank you for your sacrificial giving! 

New Monthly Envelope 
   The Capital Improvement, Upkeep, Building 
& Grounds and Utility/Energy or Fuel envelopes 
has been replaced with a Monthly Envelope. 
   A suggested offering for each Family is $20 to 
the Monthly Envelope. These monies will be used 
to assist in the upkeep of parish property and help 
cover the cost of energy and utilities. 

Faith Formation Envelope 
In your offertory packet, there is a 

special envelope for Faith Formation. 
Thank You For Your Support! 

Time, Talent, and Treasure 
 

April 25, 2021 
 

   Weekly Offering    $10,364.50 
 

   Easter Offering     $     139 
 

   Monthly Offering    $     678 
 

   Religious Education   $     107 
 

   Children’s Offering   $         6 
 

2021 Parish Share  $3,015 
 

2021 Parish Share to Date  $83,232 
 

2021 Parish Share Goal  $137,788 
 

Thank You For Your Sacrificial Giving! 
 

Please make all checks payable to 
Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Food Bank Sunday 

   We accept all non-perishable food 
items and paper products to administer 
to the needy of our local community on 
the Third Sunday of the Month. 
   Items needed nonperishable food 
items, baby supplies, cleaning supplies, 
paper products, etc. 

   Please bring your donations to Mass with you and 
leave them in the Gathering Space of the Church. 
Cash or checks are also welcome. 

Kind deeds change lives, Thank You! 

Romine Avenue Property Update 
Former Saint Joseph Church & School, 

Cape Cod House & Youth House 
The Sale of all the Romine Avenue Property 

has been completed effective March 26, 2021. 
All Proceeds from the Sale will be free 

from Parish Share Assessment. 

One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic 

Finances 

Thank You!  Fish Fry  Thank you! 
A great big Thank You goes out to all 
Fish Fry Volunteers, all our patrons, 
our donors, and all who so lovingly 

gave of their time, talent, and treasure. 
Thank you for your support! 

See you next year at the Fish Fry! 
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Patriotic Rosary 
Monday Evening 

May 10, 2021 - 7:00 pm 
Saint Michael Church, Elizabeth, PA 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Rosary, Patriotic Hymns and Benediction 

   There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with 
Benediction to conclude the recitation of the Rosary. 
   The Patriotic Rosary will be prayed on the Second Monday 
of the Month. All are invited and most assuredly welcome! 

 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary, pray for us. 

May God Bless Our Service Personnel 
   We pray for and remember our Service Men 
and Women who are serving on active duty in 
the Armed Services, especially: Cpl. Peter A. 
Barrante, USMC; Maj. Damian Baskerville, USAF; 

Col. Richard Collage, PA NG; Staff Sgt. Nicholas DeLuca, Army; 
Ens. David DeMaio, USCG; Capt. Craig Dolhi, Army; Capt. 
Anthony Formica, Army; Jacob Formica, E-4, Army; 2nd Lt. John 
Formica, Army; SPC Samuel Formica, Army National Guard; 
Capt. Markus Gibson, USMC; 2ndLt. Miles Gibson, USMC; PO2. 
Mason Gibson, USN; T/Sgt. Michael Goodman, USAF; Lt. Col. 
James Hock, Army; E5 Sgt. Brian Imundo, Army; Sgt. Russ 
Langley, Marines; Staff Sgt. Raymond Massung, Jr., USAF; Sgt. 
First Class William Nellis, Army; Staff Sgt. Timothy Oeler, USAF; 
LTJG. Timothy Ragan, USN; Amn. Stephanie A. Reichenbach, 
USAF; PFC David R. Saunders, Army National Guard; Sgt. 
Brandon R. Smith, USAF Pararescueman; Amn. Adam Stitt, 
USAF; Capt. Andrew Tkac, Army. 

Thank you for your service! 
May We Never Forget . . . Freedom is Never Free! 

 

May God Bless Our Health Care Workers 
and All First Responders. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Knights of Columbus will meet on Monday, 
May 3, 2021 at 7:30 pm 

in the St. Michael - Archangel Hall. 
 

Glassport Sons of Italy Spaghetti Dinner 
Sunday, May23, 2021 - 12 Noon to 6:00 pm 

Homemade Gnocchi or Cheese Ravioli 
with Meatballs, Salad & Dessert 
Take-Out Only 412-673-3915 

 

Community Festival Specialty Baskets 
Thank you so much for your generosity! 

 

The time sure flies as you already know! 
Here it is, Springtime already! 

 

   In a little less than 4 months our Saints Joachim and 
Anne Parish Community Festival will be here. This is a 
very exciting time for us and a highlight of the summer for 
all our neighboring communities. I have been told that 
people save their money all year long just so they can 
attend and purchase tickets for our spectacular Specialty 
Baskets. 
   Your generosity so far has been outstanding as we 
prepare our baskets for this big event, August 5, 6, 7. 
   This is just an update for items in different categories 
that we still need. We can use Baby items (anything from 
outfits, diapers, toys, baby powders & lotions), Italian 
items (pastas, sauces, pots and utensils), Toys (balls, hot 
wheel cars, games, summer, & pool items), and Disney 
items (Mickey, Minnie, Frozen, etc.). 
 

Please remember to put these donations in the 
Gathering Spaces at the back of our 3 churches. 

 

And as always.... 
 

Remember we could not do any of this 
without your generosity. Thank you! 

 

Attention All Crafters - It’s festival time! 
We need You and Your Talents! 

   We are in need of your skills and talents for making 
afghans, floral arrangements, wreaths, pillows, fleece 
blankets, wood working, sports blankets/pillows and any 
other craft items that you can share for the craft baskets. 
We also need blankets and pillows to be made. Fiberfill is 
available for your use. For drop-off information, call Cathy, 
412-980-2918. Thank You for your support! 
 

 

   For more information or you are interested in being 
involved with the Parish Community Festival please call 
Cathy Esack,  412-980-2918 or 412-672-8666. 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! Thank You! 
 

Thank you for your time, talents and support 
of our Annual Parish Community Festival! 

We couldn't do it without your help. 
 

See You At the Community Festival! 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Annual Community Festival 2021 

is scheduled for 
August 5, 6, 7, 2021 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Community Festival Flea Market is in need of gently used, 
but loved items, that you may find in your spring cleaning and 
would like to donate to the flea market. All donations must be in 
good working condition. These following items will not be ac-
cepted: clothing, draperies, tires, computers or broken electron-
ics and unclean items. 

Drop-off Dates (to be announced) will be in July. 
Treasures will not be accepted prior to Drop-off Dates! 

Thank you for sharing your Flea Market Treasures! 
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Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
Office of Faith Formation - 101 McLay Drive, Elizabeth, PA 15037 - 412-754-0886 

2021-2022 FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION FORM 
REGISTRATION FEE:  1 Child $35/ 2 Children $60/ 3+ Children $75  FAMILY CATECHESIS (Homeschool) $60 per Family 

Please make checks payable to Saints Joachim and Anne Parish 
If you need tuition assistance or scholarships, please contact the Office of Faith Formation. 

ALL INFORMATION IS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. 
 

Please Print 
Parent/Guardian Name(s):                                   
 

Mother’s Maiden Name:                Primary Telephone:                
         (Imperative for Church Records) 
 

Address (where the child primarily resides):                              

Email:                   Secondary Email:                  
 

Mother’s Cellphone:                Father’s Cellphone:                 
 

Church of Registration:                                   
 

1st Child Name:                           Birthdate:          
 

Age:       Grade:       Church of Baptism:                        
 

Known Allergies/Medications/Conditions:                              
 

2nd Child Name:                          Birthdate:          
 

Age:       Grade:       Church of Baptism:                        
 

Known Allergies/Medications/Conditions:                              
 

3rd Child Name:                           Birthdate:          
 

Age:       Grade:       Church of Baptism:                        
 

Known Allergies/Medications/Conditions:                              
 

Please list up to 3 individuals that have permission to pick up your child(ren). 
Please also list the relationship to the child(ren) as well. Please attach a separate sheet if necessary.  

 

Name                           Relationship:            
 

Name                           Relationship  :          
 

Name                           Relationship:            
 

Special Information to Impart to the Office of Faith Formation: 
 

                                        

 

                                        
 

Social Media/Webpage 
There will be activities and events where your child will be photographed and/or videotaped. 

These might be used on our social media, our webpage or in house for advertising. 
If you do not wish for your child’s image to be used, please ask for the social media waiver. 
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Please choose your session preference for when your child(ren) will be going to Faith Formation. 
 

    Saint Michael- Sundays; 10:15 am to 11:45 am  
   101 McLay Dr., Elizabeth (2 times per month) 
 

    Saint Michael- Mondays; 5:45 pm to 7:15 pm        Family Catechesis (Homeschool) 
   101 McLay Dr. Elizabeth (2 times per month)        (1 parent/ 1 community meeting per month) 
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Are you ready to follow as Jesus Leads the Way? 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish is proud to present our  
2021 Vacation Bible School program: Rainforest Explorers! 

Saints Joachim and Anne Parish presents: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2021 
Every Monday in June (7th, 14th, 21st, 28th) 

6:30 to 8:30 PM at Saint Michael Church 
 

Open to Pre-School (age 3) through 6th grade 
Registration fee is $20 per child and includes a take-home kit! 

Adults are encouraged to stay and learn with us! Make it a family night! 
 

Questions? Please call 412-754-0886 or email 213K6ff@gmail.com 
 

Registration (Please Print): 
 

Parent/Guardian’s Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Cell Number:  ______________________________________  Home Number:  ______________________________________ 
 

Child’s Name  __________________________________  Grade (in Fall 2021):  __________  Birth Date:  ________________ 
 

Child’s Name  __________________________________  Grade (in Fall 2021):  __________  Birth Date:  ________________ 
 

Child’s Name  __________________________________  Grade (in Fall 2021):  __________  Birth Date:  ________________ 
 

Child’s Name  __________________________________  Grade (in Fall 2021):  __________  Birth Date:  ________________ 
 

*Alternate Emergency Contact (not parent/guardian): _______________________________________________________ 
 

Relationship to Child(ren): ____________________________________  Phone Number: __________________________ 
 

*Alternate contact must be available during the hours of 6:30 pm-8:30 pm if there is an emergency. 
 

**Registration is open to grades Pre-K – 6. Children must be FULLY potty trained to attend Vacation Bible School. 
Children not yet potty trained may register and attend ONLY IF parent/guardian attends entire session with them. 

 

Please list any Food Allergies/Medical Conditions: 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please enclose payment with registration form and return to the 
Faith Formation Office, 101 McLay Drive, Elizabeth, PA 15037 

REGISTRATION FEE IS $20 PER CHILD and includes take-home kit after final session!  
Parents/Guardians can attend at no additional cost! Make it a fun family night!  

If you need financial assistance for VBS, please contact Julie Fleckenstein 412-754-0886 
Please make checks payable to Saints Joachim and Anne Parish. 

 

Office use only:  Date Received:  __________________  Amount:  __________________  Cash/Check#:  __________________ 

Every Monday in June! 
 

June 7th 
June 14th 
June 21st 

June 28th 

Monday Evening 
6:30pm-8:30pm  

 

St. Michael Church 
101 McLay Drive 

Elizabeth, PA 15037 

mailto:213K6ff@gmail.com
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 2, 2021 

 

Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel 
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 

Be our defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, 

we humbly pray; and do thou O Prince 
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, 

thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits 
who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls. 

Gathering Hymn:  Song of the Body of Christ 

Glory to God 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading    Acts 9:26-31 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 22 
 

Second Reading   1 John 3:18-24 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Acknowledgements: 

Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation Year B (LPGA) 
WLP, J.S. Paluch Co. Glory, Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen, 

Lamb of God, Mass of Christ the Savior, Dan Schutte, OCP. 
All other material used as printed or public domain 

under onelicense.net A-720043 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Gospel      John 15:1-8 
 

Homily: Reflection of the Word 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn: I Am the Vine 

Holy 

Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in GOD, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

(All Bow) who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God, 

the Father almighty; from there he will come  
to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 

Prayer for On Mission for the Church Alive! 
Father of Mercy, as we journey 

On Mission for the Church Alive! endow us with 
your gifts of collaboration, courage and compassion. 
Help us to fulfill the mission of Jesus and His Church 

through vibrant parishes and effective ministries. 
Raise up selfless, energetic leaders 

to serve the Church in fidelity and with care. 
May we the Church of Pittsburgh in Allegheny, Beaver, 
Butler, Greene, Lawrence, and Washington counties, 

 be sustained and strengthened, by your grace. 
Help us to learn Jesus, to love Jesus and to live Jesus. 

Hear this prayer and grant it through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, with help of our dear Blessed Mother, 

 under the mantle of her love. Amen. 
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Mystery of Faith 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again. 

 

Lamb of God 
 

Communion Hymn: We Remember 

Going Forth Hymn: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 


